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THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 
(Official Report of the Third Session.) 

Volume LI I— No. 2. 

Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935 . 

Tile A'i'.eiulily met in tlie Assemlilv House, (.'alentlii, mi Tliui-diiy, 
the 17th Ft‘}»niarv at 4-45 p.in. 

Present: 

Mr. Sjicaker (the KoiriiK* Kliaii Ihihadin M A/i/ri. 11 mh i . < i v.) 
in the ('haii, 11 lliwi'hlt^ Miiii-tt'M and 201? MimiiIuts 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Pay and prospects of the work-sircars and mistries in the Workshopt 
Electrical Division. 

*31. Mr. ABDUL HAKEEM: (//> I^ tin* llun’hle MimstiT in 
charge of thi* ( 'oinnuiiiicat ions and Works Dejiarlintoit aware — 

(.i; that the puN and pro>peil-, oi woi (/r.s and inistrU's in the 
Electrical Work.vhofj.s nnd*-r tlic Executive Engineer, ^Volk- 
Hho]>.s Electncitl l)ivj‘'ion, aii’ uncertain and inadequati*; 

(tO that these eniplo\et“? an* treated as (iiupoiary haiuls with no 
future prosjiects; 

(fir) that many of them have* heeii rendering continuous service even 
up to riO years; 

(ir) that for the.Ne employees there i.s no pension, gratuity or pro- 
vident fuml I>enefifs; ami 

<r) that exeept casual leave for Ht days in a year there ifi no leave 
withjiay for these emj»loye<‘.s? 

(h) If the answers to (m are in the affirmative, are the Government 
considering (he desirahilitv of making the services of this class of 
2 
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(‘mployees ]H‘rmanont with fixed scale of pay and prospects^of peiision 
and provident fund benefits and privilege leave in case of illness? 

(c) Will ibe Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — * 

(i) what are the findings of the discussion and investigation in 1933 
regarding the conditions of work in the Workshops 
Pllectrical Division; and 

li/j whether Ik* is cf)nsidering the desirability of placing on the table 
tlie correspondence ending \vi(h Public Works Department 
letter No. 3G12E., dated the 30th August, 1933, in connec- 
tion with the aforesaid matter.^ 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maharaja Srischandra Nandy, of Kasim* 
bazar: (k) (?) Tlie pay of work-^/rc^/r.? and vuaines is fixed in each case 
iri relation to the usual rale of wages paid in the trade tor similar work. 
They are subject tr» tennination of emjdoynient when no b)nger recjuired 
for (‘xecution of work. 

(//), (///) and (v) Yes. 

(/;•) Yes, but in s(M'eially desriNing cas('> of long service, gratuitie*? 
are s()metinies granted by (T()\rninient on tei uiinal ion of employment. 

i/n Xo. 

(<■)(/) The K'sull ot ihe di'-t ussion was that ( io\ t‘rnn»ent issued 
(lefiiiite oi'ders as to looirs of work and overtime. 

(//) A eiipy ot f’uldie Wnrks Department letter No. 3()1‘^^K.. dated 
the 3()th August, 11133, is ]>laced on tlie Librai> table. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY; Will the Hon ble Minister 
lie pleased to state what are the usual rates of wages iriven to w’ork- 
'/rcor.? and mistries? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar; 

3')k’ [lay varies from Ks. 17 t(» Its. Go jier month, 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Will the Hon ble Miniver 
be pleaded to state whether this amount is sufficient tor mistrtes and 
work-.</r<v/r.< to maintain themselves? 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is « matter of opinion. 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

Y’es, Sir. it is iv matter of opinion. 

Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: With reference to answer trt) (ir), will 
the Hon’ble Minister W pleased to state whether 10 years’ service is 
regarded by him as long service, which really deserves gratuities as 
mentioned in this answer? 
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^h6 l^on’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Kasimbatar: 

That, too, Sir, is a matter of opinion. 

% 

BabU NACENDR8 NATH SEN: Will the Hon'Me Minister he 
pleased to state with reference to answer t<i) (/rl, the nuniher of per^on‘^ 
who have received gratuities on the termination of their eniployinent y 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

I want notice. 


Organisation of welfare work. 

•32. Mr. J. N. GUPTA: Will the Ilon’hle Minister m charge ot (be 
Commerce and Labour De|>art men t he pleased to state what arrangement 
has been made up till now to organi^'C* the welfare work for whi<'h a 
sum of Ks. 10,000 has been sanctioned ? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMERCE and LABOUR DEPART. 
MENT (the Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. Suhrawardy); 1 t was ne\er within the 
(’onteini»latiori ot (Tovernnient to oigani^(‘ welfare work out of flie sum 
of IN 10,00th It hofid jidi' \\eltai(‘ oiganisatioiis woiking amongst 
lalK)Uiers come up to (lovernmeni with a well-defined jU'ogramme for 
welfare work, afid if (rovi'rniiH'nt an^ satisfied ultei' H(rufin\ that the 
welfare of tin* lahonrei" will Im* j>romote<j ti\ these orgaiiNat ions and the 
nion(‘v well siMUit, (iituuninent will assist tliesc oiganisatioiis. 

Mr. J. N. GUPTA: Will the ll..n’hle Minister he pleased to state 
for what purpose* this Its. 10,000 was sanctioned y 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: I would ask the hon hlo 

member to read my answ'er before asking that question. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Will the lion hie Minister 
he pleased to .state whether any hotut fidr welfare organisation has come 
up to (iovernm<*nt for helji up to this time, afid it so, what are the 
iiumljers of those welfare organisations? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: One such welfare organi- 
sation has applied to (Jovemmenf. and 1 am considering' this applica- 
tion. It is under submission to me at the present moment. 

Mr. J. N. GUPTA: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state 
if a bona fide trade union is recognised as a hona fide organisation for 
welfare work? 
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The Hon'blB Mr. H. S, 8UHRAWARDY: If such a trade 
takes up welfare work, then certainly it is a Welfare organisatio^^^^ 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY; Wilkthe HonVe Minister 
be pleased to state what amount was given to that particular welfare 
organisation which has been mentioned by the Eonhle Minister just 
now? 

The Hon^ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: No amount has yet been 
given to this organisation ; the hie is under submission, as I have said 
already. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will tlu Ilon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state if any portion out of this Ks. 10,000 has been paid 
to any oi>ranisation, and if so, to what organisation? 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: No money has Ix^en 
spent out of this Rs. 10,000 or given to any organisation ; lienee the 
second question does not arise. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY; Will the Hon hie Mini^teI 
bo pleased to state wliat is the uniount now under the eontemplatioii 
of (loverniiKuit to pay to that partieular organisation? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: (rovernment does not 
eontemplate at the present inoiiient any paiticular sum. 


Mr. J. N. GUPTA: Will the Ilon’hle Minister be pleased to state 
how many registered trade unions in Bengal aie called hona fide trade 
unions? 


Mr. SPEAKER: This quest ion does not arise out of this. 

Mr. M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state what is the criterion of a bona fide organisation? Has 
any definition been laid down? 

The Hon’bl0 Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Of a bona fide welfare 
organisation? # 


Mr. M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Yes. 
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TN Honljle Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: A hona fid^ welfare 
organiaatioi^ is an organisation that promotes the welfare of labour in 
good faith. (Laughter.) 

Miistim and non-Muslim employees under the Court of Wards in 
Chittagong. 

•33. Al-Haj Maulana Dr. 8ANAULLAH; Will the Hon’hle Minister 
in charge of the Revenue Department ln> pleased to state the ninnlwT of 
all the Muslim and non-Muslim emj>l()yees, grade by grade, under the 
Court of Wards and Khns Mahal ineludiiig - 

(а) menials, 

(б) Law Agents, and 

(c) Assistant pleaders, 

in the North and Sf-utli trroups, it'sptM ti\ely, of the district of Chitta- 
gong? 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Sir BiJoy Prasad Singh Roy): A statement is laid on the 
Library- table. 

Number of Muslim Forest olhoers. 

*34. Mauivi ABDUR RAZZAK: Wilt the Hon’ble Munster in 

charge of the Foiest and Excise Department be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing, <]ivi‘'ion by tlnision — 

(/) the numlKM' of Forest othcers (teinj)oniry and jiermanent) 
working at present in each rank and as guards; 

(fV) the number of Muslim oflireis in each rank u.s guards; and 

(til) the number of teinfxirarv Muslim officers? 

(h) If the percentage of Musiinis is low in the department, will the 
Hon’ble Minister be plea.sed to «tate the reason? 

(c) Do the Government propose taking steps for the taiequate 
representation of the Muslims in all the ranks of the department? 

MINISTER in oliargo of the FORESTS ifid EXCISE DEPART- 
MENT (ttio Hofi*blo Mr. Pratanna Dab Raifcat)s (a) A statement is 
laid on the table. The Bengal Civil List may be referred to for* 
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distribution of Imperial Forest Service and Bengal Forest Service 


officers by divisions. 

Distribution of other officers by divisions is not 

readily available. 





«) 

(<i) 

m 

Rank. 

Number of officen 
(permanent and 
temporary). 

Number of 
Muslim 
officers. 

Number of 
temporary Muslim 
officers. 

Imperial Foroflt Service. . 22 (4 ponta are held 

in abeyance). 

1 


Bengal Forest Service 

13(1 post held in 
abeyance). 

2 

•• 

Kangerfl 

Cl 

9 


Deputy Raagora 

74 

10 


ForeaterH 

172 

48 

27 

Guards 

537 

114 

46 

Clerks 

111 

25 

14 

Other forest services 

314 

62 

62 


(b) Because in the j>aHt fully (}ualified Muslim candiilales did not 
come forward for these jwsts, 

(0 Yes. 

MlUivi ABDUL BARI: Will the li on’hle Minister he pleased 
to state w’hat are the minimum (lualificat ions of a guard as described 
by him in an.swer to (juestion (d) {!)? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKAT: lit mu i 1 m suitahk 

for (hat piir[)ost‘. 


Meuivi ABDUL BARI: Will the HoiThle Minister he pleased to 
eta(t‘ that previou.sly strong and slout Muslims were not available for 
appointment in this department y 

The Hofi'ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKAT: 1 am unable to 
state lln‘ reas(m. 

Maulvl ABDUL BARI: Will the Ilon’ble Minister he pleased to 
state what are the minimum qualifications for a clerk? 

Tht Hon'ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKAT: Well, he must 

know how to keep areoums and to do other work of an office. 

Khan BaluMlur Mtulvi FAZLUL QUADIR; Will the Hon’blo 
Minister he pleased to state whether there are any percentages fixed 
^ for the appointment of Mussalmans in the Forest Department? 
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TIm H^^le Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKAT: This question of 
percentage is under consideration. 

Appointment in the CampMI Medical School and Hocpital. 

^35. Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Public Health and I.ocal Sclf-tu»v- 
ernment Department be pleased to state — 

(t) whether it is a fact that the |)ost of the Tea('her of Medicine 
and First Physician in the ('amplxdl Medical School and 
Hospital has been tilled up by apjM>intment of an oitirer in 
sujx*rses.sion of the elainis of other ofticers senior to the 
]>resent incuniljent ; and 

(n) the jK)st (d the Third Surgeon and Teacdier of Clinit’al S»ngery 
of the said school has Ihumi tilled up b\ the appoiiitrueiil ot a 
junior officer in super-session of the claims nf a stuiior (dficer 
who was acting in the post!" 

(h) If the answers to to) are in the athnnative, will the llon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reas<»ns thereid I*' 

MINISTER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL SELF. 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bte Mr. Syed Nausher 

Ali)J in) (n 'I'hc officer appointed as Teacher of Medicine was consiileied 
most suitable and the appointment does not nn<d'e any ipieslion r»f 
supersession, 

(li) The j)oslings were made in the intero't (d' public service and 
tjo (jueslion of super^esslon arises. 

(h) Does not aiise. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the HonTIe Minisfer bo 
pleased to state what are the gioiinds that led him to come to the 
conclusion that this appointment was most siiitable? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SYED NAU8HER ALI: It i. a tea. bin^r post. 

The decision re^ls with the (iovi'inmcMt a- to whether the officer is fit 
to take up the task of leaching. 

Mr. SYED dALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Will the Hon ble Minis- 
ter be pleased to state whether the other senior officers were considered 
most unsuitable P 

The HOA’bie Mr. SYED NAUSHER ALI: I have already re- 
plied that he was considered the most suitable. Tbere were many 
tnnior officers who were quite unsuitable for the purpose. 
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Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: On a point ofcorder/Sir. 
My question was whether the other senior officers were considered un- 
suitable or not. I want a reply to that. * 

• 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: If anything more has 

to be added, I run say at once that of all the officers now in the 
Uenj?al Medical Service this officer was considered the most suitable. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to the reply just 
given, may 1 encjuire whether there were any applicants with longer 
teaching experience for this post, which, as has been stated, is the 
main criterion for selection? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: No question of ap]>li. 
cation arises in a case of this description. It is a question not of an 
appointment, strictly speaking, it is a question of posting of an officer 
to a suitable post, and it was a post where teaching experience and 
aptitude were necessary. For this ])aiticular post tliis particular offiia^r 
was coTisidcnMl the most suitable of the whole lot ot oflieers. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to answer (in may 
we know if thc're is any difference between tlie intero.st of public .service 
and interest of service to the public? 

Mr. SPEAKER! That is not a question. You must put supple- 
mentary (piestions only to elicit information. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: AVill the Ilon'ble Minister 
be pleased to .‘»(ate the names of the two fortunate officers? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think it would not be desirable to have the 
names of the officers mentioned, because it would not be fair to them, 
espeeinlly as we are eoneerned with the que.stion of principle only. 

Mr. PROMATHA RANJAN THAKUR: Regarding the most suit- 
able teacher of medicine, may I know whether he is a Hindu, or a 
Maliomedan or a Christian? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Honble Minister be 
pleased to state whether qualiff cations being equal, seniority must 
always be given preference? 

Tha Hofi’bl# Mr. SYED NAUSHER ALI: If qualifications are 
^ equal seniority is given preference in matters of promotion but not iu 
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matters of posting, 'riiere can be no question of preference in mattere 
of posting, ^ 

Appointment of the First Physician and Teacher of Medicine in 
the Campbell Medical School. 

*36. Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: Will tho 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Public ITenlth and LikmI Self- 
Governnient Department bo pleased to state — 

(a) whether it is a fact that Dr. Kabir Ifossain ha*^ it'ccntlx been 
transferred from dalpaigmi and jxistoil [\s the hiisl lMiy>ician 
and Teacher of Me<licinc in the ('amjihell Medical Sihiwd; 

(h) the medical qualifications of Dr. Ifossaiu; 

(r) is it a fact that Dr. J N. Ai< h, M a , \!.u.c r . d.t.m,, of 

Tjondon, was the Se* ond Phxsician ami a TeacluM* of 

Medicine in the said Scho<d at the time of the apjiointment 
of Dr. llossaiii and is still hohling the post ; 

1^/) is it a tact that l)i. Aich is !) \(‘ai>.’ scnitir to D? . lli*ssiiin; 

(c) is it a fact that Dr Amnlya ('liakraNur t\ . M.n,, M it c.r., wlio 

is in chaigi** o( outiloor depai'tmeiit and a Icachci of 
Ph\siology in iho (^amphell Medical Silcnd is abo siMiior 
to Dr. Hossain ; and 

if) if tlie answers to o/t. ic), i<l) and (O are in tin* atlirmative, 
will the DoiiTile Minister he jdea.sod to state the reasons and 
princi[>lcs on uhoh the apjH.inlment «tf Dr. lloss.iin was 
made sujK’rseding the claims Drs. Aich and ( hakia\aitvl* 

The Hon’We Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: b/) Then is no post 

known as the jHKSt of Fiist I’hysiciaii, (‘ampl;e|l .Medical School. Khan 
Sahib Dr. Kabir Hossain has U-en tiaiisferred from .lalpaigun and 
posted as Teacher of Mediune, t amidadl Merliial S<ho(d. 

{(j) M.B.. D.T.M. He was Teai her Merlii me and Mateiiii 
Me<lica, Jack.son Mrsliial School, dal[».iigui i. for neatly fi yeais. 

(c) There is no such i>ost as that of the Second Physician, PampMl 
Medical School. Dr. J. X. Ai(‘h was not Teacher of Medicine of that 
School at the time of the [Misting of Dr. Kahir Hossain nor is he holding 
liny such post now. 

(d) Xo. 

(e) There is no officer of the name of l>r. Amiilya Cbakravarty in 
the Bengal Medical Service. 

(f) Does not arise. 
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Dr, NALiNAK8HA SANYALs Will the Hon’ble hflnieter be 
pleased to state the ye<ir when Dr. Kabir Hossain joined the medical 
service and the yetir when Dr. J. N. Aich joined the service? 

• 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: I do not .remember 
that, but the whole object perhaps of this question is this who is 
senior.^ I (^an at once say that Dr. Aich is about 7 years^ senior to 
Dr. Ka})ir II ossain. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is it a fact that Dr. Aich, apart 
from seniority in service, holds a very distinguished foreign qualifica- 
tion, viz., M.ll.C.P. of Iroiidon, which Dr. Kabir Hossain does not? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI; Ye<. he holds that 
degree. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I.s it a fact that the Teacher of 
Medicine in the (hiiupbell Medii al School is ordinarily regarded as the 
First Physician ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: Well, Sir, thei a e 
two teaching posts, the Teacher of Medicine and tlie Tt'acliei- of Mater a 
M«‘dica winch latter is now being held by D). Ai< li. 'riu-'^e two ai** 
important teaching ]»osts in tlu‘ iii'^titution but the\ aie (juite i?Hlei>end- 
(‘iit of each otfier. heic is absolutely no idea an\ ^uboi dinal ion 
superiority or inferiorii\. X(yW, postings are madt' according to nece^- 
sity and according to tlie qualifications of the officers to be appointed. 
In this particular case the pay of the two posts also are not fixed. The 
})ay is the grade pay of the o(iiet*r appointed plus a certain allowaiK’e 
which varies, not with the posts, but with lh(‘ period of >ei vices ot the 
officer who is appointed lliere. So in that n'spect also there is 
absolut(dy no ilitference what^ol‘ver. As I have already stated there is 
not the slightest idea of inferiorit\ or superlontv between the twt) 
posts and no idoa of suboulinution. It has been stated that one is 
considered as the first physician and the other is considered as the 
second physician, this may be so. 1 have made a thorough enquiry 
into this matter, aud 1 think it originates from the wav in which 
the coolies and others designate these officers. That is because one 
is in charge of a particular Ward which is called the Woodburn Ward A 
and the other is in charge of a Ward which is called the Woodburn 
Ward B. But the numlau' of Iwds is the same 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Just like First Munsif and Second 
Munsif. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: That is exactly what 
was going to say. 
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Dr. NidlNAKSHA 8ANYAL: With regard to answer (c), is it a 
fact that Dr.^Araulya Chakra vartj^ had been for a lonj? time u member 
of the Bengal Medical Service and that he luis recently retired!" 

The Hon’bie Mr. 8YE0 NAU8HER ALI: So far as mv informa- 
tion goes, it is not so. 1 made an enquiry into the matter and I liave oome 
to know that there is no such man as Dr. Amulya Chakravarty in the 
Bengal Medical Service. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL : Is it a ia<‘t that just now tliere may 
be none but that there w’as an oHicer 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Order, order. 1 do not tiiink, Dr. San>al, nou 
can go inU) the wliole histors of the Bengal Medical Service men. All 
you are concerned with is whether he js now in service, and the llon’ble 
Minister has contradicted that. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Ls it a fact that this Dr. Amul\a 
Chakravarty has retired after the transfer of Dr. Kabir Dos, sain to the 
Campbell Medical Schoid was made known!" 

The Han’ble Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: 1 .to i.m Dunk m. If 

there had been an> siadi officer, he must have retinul lon^» ago. 

Mr. 8HAH ABDUR RAUF: fbiw man\ te^uher.s aie there in the 
Campbell Medical ScIhk)! !•" 

Mr, 8PEAKER: That (|Uesti(in does not anse. 

Mr. 8HAH ABDUR RAUF: How many Mo.-bon leacheis there are 
in the Campbell Medical School?" 

The Hofi’ble Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: That is also diffi ult 
for me to say. There are only two Moslem offif3<?r.s including this one. 


EIHot Bridge. 

^87. Mr. ABDULLA-AL-MAHMOOD: (a) la the Hon'bie Minlatei 
in charge of the Communications and Works (Irrigation) Department 
8 war^— 

(i) that thtf Elliot Bridge at Serajgiinj links up the two sides of 
the town and is the only passage for all kinds of tniffic; 
(it) that it requires thorough overhauling at Serajganj without 
delay ; 
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(in) that the Chairman of the Municipality of Serajg^^j wrote to 
the Hon’ble Minister several letters proposing- ^to make over 
the bridge to the Government for immediate repairs; and 
(tv) that it would cause inconveniences to a liarge numl)er of people 
of the locality and the public in general if the Elliot Bridge 
at Serajganj remains closed during the rainy season? 


(h) Will the Ilon’blo Minister be pleased to state w^hether the Gov- 
erjiment are contemplating to take any step in the matter? 


The Hon’ble Maharaja SRI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

(n) Yes. 

(If) The matter is under consideration. 


Polioe constables taken in Mymensingh in 1936 and 1937. 

•38t , Mr. MONMOHAN DAS: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home (I’olice) Depai t inent l>e pleased to state — 

(/) tho total nunilKM* of police constables (llengal Police) taken 
in the Mymensingh Police line* in tlu^ year lOdO and 19d7 ; 
and 

(ii) the number of them that belong to Scheduled Pastes? 

(If) Will the Ifon’ble Miiii,st(*r be ])leased to state the minimum 
standard of the (pialifications for the appointment in Bengal Police 
eonstaliulary ? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME (POLICE) DEPARTMENT 
(the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin): (a) (i) ppiO- 71 and 10d7~17. 

in) Nil. 

(/>) The requirements are laid down in rule (f) of Police Regu- 
latiiuis, Bengal, Volume 1, a copy of which is in the library. 

Mr. MONMOHAN DAS: With reference to answer (n )(//), will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state why no app()intment has been 
made of any candidate of the scheduled castes? 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN. I believe that suitable 
candidates were not available, but I can assure the hon'ble members 
that I will look into this and see that in future suitable candidates are 
appiunted. 

Mr, MONMOHAN DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that no appointment was made only because 
there was no suitable arrangement for fo(^d for the scheduled castes? 
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Hm HM’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUODIN: 1 do not think this is 
correct, bui if it is so, I will see that something is done for it. 

% 

Mr. CHARU CHA^NDRA ROY: Will the HonTdo Minister be 
pleased to state how many of these are Bengalees? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUODIN: I ask for notice 
HUNGER-STRIKE. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 understand the llon’ble Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin 
will make a certain statement. 

Tha Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUODIN: Sir, 1 would like to 
inform the House that tliere are (JH prisoners in tiie Alijmre Central Jail 
who are now on hunger-stnke. They are all division III ])risoners and 
they have not been ciiUMcted ot iin\ offence connected with terrorist 
crimes, 4iiid out of these pnictic'ally tiO are being lorcilily led. Mone of 
lliem are in a .serious (xmdition. is the inlormalion I want to 

give to the House. 

Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Ma> 1 ask, Sir, what are the 
demand of the.se prisoners and on what i^suo they hu\e gone on hunger- 
si like ? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUODIN: They wont that they 
should be given daily i(H)d at the rate of six annus per day which is 
practic.ally that of division II prisoners. 

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: Since when they have been on 
hunger-strike ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUODIN: 1 think it is 11 days now. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: May 1 ask whether there 
is any Mo.slem prisoner amongst tliese bS? 

Mr. SPEAKER; Order , orilcr. that is not a proper (lueslion. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUOHURI: Whv are they not being 
permitted to W division 11 prisoner 

Th. Hon’bl. Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDOiN: Because, they do not ful- 
fil the qualifications for division II. 



u 


BVDiiET ISrEEfJJtl. 


1 17m Feb., 

MbuM ABDUL BARIS Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to 
state if attempts have been made to dissuade them from going on 
hunger-strike? 

t 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: There are twu uou-umuial 
Jail Visitors. One of them was requested to do so, but, he could not 
attend. The other gentleman had been there twice and tried to persuade 
them, and the jail authorities are also trying to persuade these people 
to give ii]i hunger-strike; but they have taken quite a determined 
attitude, and some of them are even resisting when they are being 
forcibly fed. 

Mr. BARADA PROSANNA PAIN: Will the Hon l ie Minister be 

pleased to state if batches of prisoners are being sent to jail for one 

\cnr each tor the alleged olTence that they liave refused to take food 
lor only one a day? 

The Hon’bte Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 'So, that is not correct. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the llon'ble Minister be 
pb'ascd to stall* whether the lelatives of these prisoners have been eom- 
municuted with that they are on hunger-strike? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No, I do not think ^o, 

not until their condition becomes serious. 

Mr. BARADA PROSANNA PAIN: The Hon ble Minister says 

lliat my statement is incorrect. I can give tin* nanu‘> ol seven prisoners 

who haw bi'cn only this moining sentenced to ligorous impiisonment 
of one year eacli for lefusing to take food, and the tiials are being 
held inside the jail in contravention of the piovisions of the Prisons 
Act. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: That may be so. Hut 

ilie que.>tion is whether sentences have been pa^^^cd on them. 


THE BUDGET OF THE GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL FOR 1S3S^. 

Budget Speech. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINl RANJAN SARKER: Mr. Speaker, Sir 
a little over six months has elapsed since T presented my last Budget 
and ag I rise to^ay to present the Budget Estimates for 19^184^9, I 
am glad that we now get back to normal practice : to Budget sessions 
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ain^ iht ^oting of supplies before the opening of the year to which 
they relate. The year which is now expiring was unusual in itft 
budgetary anangeineiits owing to the change over from one constitution 
to another. A Governor's grant was made on 1st Apiil 1937, and 
the Legislature was substnjuently called upon to vote supplies for the 
whole yeaf on a Budget i)resented t(»waids llie end of Jiil\ and voted 
in August-September. A disadvantage tliut has flowed tiom this is 
that we have only had six months, instead ot tlie usual twelve, in 
which to frame projxmals and make a Budget tor the ensuing \«‘ar. 

I will begin my statement with the g<»od news that the actuals for 
193(1317 are l)etler than seemed two \cais ago or evcji a year 

ago. The House will remember that under the tt‘rms id the Nienu'ver 
Settlement, while we would have been (ddigt'd to tak»‘ a loan to cover 
any working deficit for 1 939-37, should it ha\e eiuh'd in one, any 
surplus would only have lueii wiiticn oil a" an incnbuit (d the 
cancellation of our debt to llie t'«*iitn* as it stiKul on 31.st March, 1937. 
(Kir interest theretoie was (‘onfim*il i(» the a\oi<l;nne ot a detieit, whii’h 
would liave meant starling on oui ngimc <»! pio\iiM ial autoin>my with 
a ilebt on our hands, 3\i st*ntiiiH*iii and heli-int»'ie^l alike, this woubl 
have been distastetul; ami Wi- may well c-ongratulatc ouis(d\os on the 
fact that we have avoided it. 

llon'ble membeis will aNo ].«• glad lo li‘ain that the impiovement 
I'Vidcnt in 193()-3»7 /,'aine(l mu h s(j, ngth duiing llie fii->t hall of the 
cuiient \ear that, despito a s, tdiark duiin^: tin* past tew monthh, the 
ie\iscil estimates ioi 1937-3S aie well ulio\e the tstim.itis wliich 1 
jiiesented six months ago, I shall < oiiia to drtails lulei, but at this 
stage I shoulil like 1<» inentnoi tin- two head'' whnh lia\c luostK 
contributed to tlie iinpioveim-nt . 'llu-'-e aie tin* juti* export duly and 
ineome-tux. The former is lik<dv to I'XiCi'd oiii onginal <‘sliiiiale 1),\ 
33 lakhs, and the latter, for winch we cstimatid nothing at all, by 
27^ lakhs. But 1 am giving no siMiets away wln n I say that tht*se 
figures w'ould have been many lakhs higloi l>ut lor tin- disluibing drop 
in trade figures that set in abidil tw«» month'' ago. Tlo* ( a.se «d income- 
tax is the most noticeable. As the Ib.usr i'- awai*', duiing the fiist live 
years of the const i tut ion tlie amount of imi.me^ax lereijds assignable to 
the IKoviiices depends not merelv on tin* vii ld <d im'ome.tax but also, 
and indeed mainh , on the yield ol Hailwav eainings ; we . an get nothing 
unless the Ilailw’ays pnjs|»er, ^^ell, thev diil prospi-r in the first half 
of the year and, if the improvement had been maintained, we should 
have got about 40 lakhs from invome-tax. But Railway earnings have 
fallen off so badly during the last two montliH that, instead of 40 lakhs, 
we shall only get 27i lakhs. Our receipts from jute ( xport duty would 
also have Wn higher if the improvement in jute exports evident in the 
first half of the year had been maintained. The deterioration in both 
cases is due to conditions outside Bengal and, indeed, outside India. 
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It i» important for us to realise that our acquisition of an interest in 
jute expoiis, in the yield of income-tax and in the yield of Railway 
receipts has forged a further link between our financial fortunes and 
trade conditions in the world at large. The same process will be 
carried a step further when we come to acquire an interest in those other 
federal taxes mentioned in sections 137 and 140 of the Act which are 
assignable, in whole or in part, to the Provinces, and w’hen we come 
to impose taxes of our own, such as sales taxes, whose yield in one 
degree or anotlier will depend upon economic conditions at large. 
Provincial estimates have now to be framed against a wider background 
than hitherto. 

Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir, may 1 rise on a point 
of order? Is this a C. 1. D. reporter who lias been here? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: He is a vernacular shorthand reporter of the 
House who has been supplied by goveriimeiit. 

Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA COSWAMIS Is l.c on the pay of the 

slatV oi the House. 1 think it most (dijcctionalih' that a t’. 1, J). 
reporter should be present at this meeting and it is a gross breach of 
the privileges of tlie House, and 1 think noh should take this into 
account and the House are to lake into uceouiit, 

Mr. 8PEAKER: The hoirble incinber does not know exai'tly what 
is the jiositiun. The repoiteis aie all supplied by go\eTnnu*nt 

Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA COSWAMI: Jal us know the position 
sinee it has not been the antiiipatiuii of this House that a 0. I. 1). 
reporter will be present in this Hou^e. We want to know how to deal 
W'ith this matter. 

Mr, SPEAKER. I shall explain the position. We W’ere in need 
of a Bengalee Shorthand writer. Then (iovenimeiit informed us that 
they will supply the entire reporting staff — Bengalee and English — and 
they are now being supplied accordingly. 

Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA COSWAMI: How are they employed.^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is not known to me just now*. 

Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COSWAMI: I think it is an insult to the 
House for you to suggest that you did not enquire into the qualifications 
of the Reporters concerned, because if it is true that this man w^ho was 
here w'as a C, I, 1). Reporter, I should say, he is an intruder. He had 
no business to be here. 



BUDGET SPEECH. 


17 


1938.] 

Ar. IKAKERs Not an intruder because at present the reiwrting 
business is done by the Reporters who are supplied by Government. 
But I will certainly consult the leaders of the House if they should be 
on the staff of the Legislative Assembly or on the staff of Government. 
For the time being, I think, the matter might he ilropped, 

Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: 1 urn eNtremeU thankful to 
you Sir. 

The Hon’ble Khwa]a Sir NAZIMUDDIN: : The position should be 
made (dear now. It is no (juestion whetlicr this othcer has come in his 
capacity as an Official Iteporlei or not. Whatever he his capacity 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Shame, shame 

Mr. 8PEAKER: If an honourable gentleman imts a (juestion it is 
no use disturbing liim when he gives the atiswer, because, sometimes 
one part of a .statement is (jualified bs the latter ]>art. So let us have a 
full statement. 

Tha Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: This ofh<*er has not come 
in liis capacity as a ('. 1. 1). othcer to take down any report whatnoever 
and therefore there is no (juestion of an> kind of insult to this House 
or to the members of this House 

Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Is he a member of the C.I.D 

staff • 

The Hon'ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: May be so; that has 
nothing to do with this. 

Mr. TUL8i CHANDRA C08WAMI: ( ertainly not 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Yes, a shameful thing. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I have said that 1 will look into this matter myself 
and I hope there will he no more interruption t(» the proceedings at this 
stage. In view of the objection that has been raised, it is my duty as 
the Spokesman of the House to look int(» the matter. Let there by no 
more disturbance fur the time being. 

Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: But what steps will be taken? 

Mr. SPEAKER I I will do it later on and announee it to the Honae. 
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Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: May I interrupt ihe House, 
Sir, for one second and say that no member of the C.I.D. staff should 
be admitted into this House until the matter has be^n thoroughly 
thrashed outH May 1 have your assurance on that point, Sir? 

Mr. SPEAKER: My difficulty is this that unless we j^et the Bengalee 
staff ourselves we have to depend upon the Reporters who may be 
supplied by Government. So that, if you say Government .should not 
send an officer who ])elongH to the Police, 1 will certainly make a 
refpieHt accordingly to that effect, if that is the opinion of the leaders 
of the various groups and parties in the House. But if in case it is not 
possible for a Bengalee shorthand writer to be found, the matter might 
have to be reconsidered by you. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: May we know if we can bring one 
who is not in the pay of the Government or in the (\1.D. If it is your 
desire that Bengalee should be reported, 1 can get a Bengalee Reporter. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I do not think that in a matter like this you should 
ask the opinion of the Speaker because that is purely an administrative 
matter. The Speaker has taken note of the matters that have been 
raised in this House and he will take necessary steps in the matter. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: That intru<ler has again come 
into the Hcmse. 

Mr. SPEAKER : That is not your business. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: It is a matter entirely for 
US. It iH ti (jucstion of the privilege of the House. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: It is a silly question 

Mr. SPEAKER: I shall be compelled tf) adjourn the House for some 
time to enable members to culm <Iown, should there he any further 
interruptions ot (hi'* (diarai'ter "I his is a matter entirely for tlie Speaker 
to decide 1 mean the way in which visitors are accommodated. But 
if there is any complaint from any member from any section of the 
House, I am prepared to hear his complaint in ms chamher. For the 
time being, 1 hope that the matter will be dropped, and the Hon’ble 
Mr. Sarker will be allowed to proceed with his speech. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. The 
presence of a particular man has been objected to by some members of 
this House, but Government apparently insist on sending this particular 
man from the floor of this House to some other part of this Chamber. 
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Might I Aquire whether it is consistent with the dignity and decorum 
of this House P 

Mr. SPEAKER: tlF^der, order. The Hon’hle Fimuue MiniNtei is in 
possession, of the House. far as the part referred to h\ \nu ii 
concerned, it is really no part of the House in the correct sense. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Is not the Hon hie Home 

Minister in charge of the (M.I). as well? 

Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: I ndouhtedlv ! 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: What a silly question? 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Might I enquire whether .\ou have 
issued any visitor's card to- 

Mr. SPEAKER: drder. order. Dr. Sanya), if you are really 
interested in a matter like this -1 mean as to how visitors’ I'anls are 
issued — I am quite willing to allow \ou the privilege of knowing it, 
though I would not ordinaril,\ do so. it you please .see me in m> chamher. 
Hut 1 think that the (jue>tion a'' to who in tlie Nisiior*.’ (lallerv is n 
matter entirely within m\ discretion and not a matter to he tai'«(*d in 
this House by you or an> othei member 

The Hon'ble Mr. Sarker will nov\ pleane )»rocee<l with his budget 
speech. 

The Hon*bie Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER: K tioi. an>tl.ing 

that one can offer in explanation of the recent !>et-haek? 1 lie wrtrld 
recovery tliat began in ]!M4 showe<l signs of slaekening outside India 
through the greater jiart of 1T17. and l>> the third ijiiarter of the year 
a definite falling-off’ was noticeable, both in tin* piiees ui ‘^to* k exefiam.o* 
securities and in coiiimo(lit\ pro'es A refleetiem nf tins tendency was 
evident in India too, though it < ame later I he ( ah iitta index 
number of wfiolesale jirnes foi (’omnioditie*' as a wlode, wfiicli rose 
from IM in December DhJti to Hlo in Auurust l‘h‘17, dropped Uick to 102 
in December 1907: while paito olar eomiuodities .sm h as eeieals. pulses, 
tea. raw jute, cotton manufactures ami raw cotton registered an even 
greater decline. Figure.s of export have fallen during the hist few 
months. Import figures have not yet (lrop|MMl, but if the decline in 
exjKirts continues, an adverse reaction in irn|Miits h likrdv to follow. 
The world lauses that have been at work to produee this set-back are 
‘loubtlesft man\ and various; but it is safe, I think, to say fhat condi« 
tions in America have had a great rieril to do with it and that an im- 
provement in that country would offer tlio best promise of improve- 
ment in India. The slump in the American cotton market, due 
mainly to a bumper crop, certainly accounts for a large part of the 
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m;ent falIirip:-off in traffic on the Railways, which woulcf otherwise 
have heeii inovinj^^ the Indian crop to the ports for expor/. The drop 
in our jute exports must also he largely due to stafi^natioii in America: 
for that country takes more than half of our hessian products. 

JiCt us hope that the set-hack is only a passing phase and that further 
deterioration will soon he checked. If America can stage an 
iiniu-ovenient during the next few months, we shall almost certainly 
benefit hy it in India. As one of the requisites of this improvement 
appears to he the mere settling of a (juarrel betw’een the Administration 
on the one hand and hig business on the other, the jK^eition should not be 
ho]»(‘l(‘Hs. While I refuse to l>e pessimistic, it is obvious that we must 
budget with caution. In my estimate of revenue receipts for the ensuing 
year I lune assumed that the decline will soon be arrested, but I have 
not presumed to untici[)>ate a recovery of world markets to the level at 
which they stood in the earlier half of this year. 

It is customary, Sir, in presenting the Budget to review the accounts 
(.f thre<‘ years — th(^ year for which the accounts have Imn'O closed; the 
year which is expiring hut for which only revised estimates are 
available; and the (*nsuing year for wliich budget estimates are 
preHente<l. I would, however, like to depart from this customary practice 
for once in regard to the year l!h‘U)-d7 for which accounts have been 
closed. 1 have alread\ said all that I want to say al>out the accounts 
for that year, namely, that the forecast of a deficit of alniut 45 laklis 
on the year’s working has fortunately jirovefl incorrect. I shall now 
proceed to a review of the accounts of only two years — the current or 
the first year — although, strictly sjieaking, from the jwint of view of 
framing the Budget, not a complete year, of provincial autonomy, and 
the ensuing year, which I may call the first normal year of firovincial 
autonomy. 

Acc(jrding to the original estimate the year lf);»7-d8 was to start 
with an opening balance of 98 lakhs and end with a closing balance 
of 1 crore aiul 88 lakhs. The reviM'd estimate ])laces the opening 
balame at 1 crore 6 luklis and the closing balance at I crore 91 lakhs. 
This im))rovement by 5d laklw is (he net result (d the following: an 
increase of 8 lakhs in the opening balance; an increaise of 88 lakhs in 
our revenue receipts; a decrease of 14 lakhs in our expenditure on 
reveiuie account ; and a decrease of nearly 57 lakhs in the balance out- 
side the revenue account, that is to say, in the working of the Capital 
and Debt Deposit section of the Budget. I will now give a brief 
explanation of each of these changes. 

The o[)ening lialance, as I observed in my last Budget speech, 
represents the amount which was to be given to us by the Government 
of India in order to enable us to meet certain liabilities. Their 
description will be found at the foot of page 2 of the Civil Budget 
Estimate. 
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Or. N^LINAKSHA 8ANYAL: On a point of order. Sir. On the 
last occasion when the floirble Finance Minister referred to pa^^e> in 
the Budpret iCstiniates, wliich were not before n>~- 

Ths Hon’blo Mr* NALINI RANilAN BARKER! I am >orrv. Sir. 
I withdraw those words. 

This amount was ('\j)cctcd to be !KS lakh-, but when the aei'ountH 
for 19d6-d7 were closed, it was fonml to be ItU; lakhv The improve- 
ment ot S lakhs oeeuired mo->il\ m the ti‘rure> of subv«*ntum from the 
Central Hoad Development Aecoinit and tin* fitruies .d (lie Deposit 
Arrount ot the ^ranf toi development and impnivconful of tnuii areas. 
In other words, we spent !(“"> out nt these aecoimt*, m than was 

expected. 

The increase ot S,S lakliN in ie\cnm* receipts is im'stlv <liie In an 
inert'^i.s^* of .'hlj lakhs under “.fiite diit\ ”, 27 \ lakhs nmjei "Ini ume-la\'\ 
12 lakhs under “Land Uexeiim ”. 17 lakhs uridei "Km i-e”. •{ lakhs under 
“Kleetrieily Dut\“ and -1 lakhs uiidei "(’nil Wmks". nlLni m jiart b\ a 
fall ot 1 1 lakhs under "Stamps Tlie inei»‘as<- undei ".) uie d iil \ ’ is due 
to treneral impro\emeiit in ilm tiade .\s ] li.ne a}r.‘ad\ explained, when 
the Huderot was framed ;l w.i- m>t nxpntcd that an\ s!ian- mil ni inmine- 
ta.x nM'cipts would la* a\uilalde tm disf phiinoii In the pmxinees; lull it 
has heen ascertained on lecenl .oUiee tmm (he (imeiitmenl <d liidia 
tliat we may expect 27^ lakln undei ihn In ,id in ihe • uri.-nt \*ai The 
increase under "(’iv 1 \\"()rks" i-, da*' in (mtatii ahnoimal leicipN while 
the inereasi* undei the lem.iiiniiii^ lie.nL n diir In i m pM>\ eiin-n I of 
“conomie conditions. The dei line under "Stamps’* n i xplained b\ a 
ilrop ot 19 lakhs umho "(*mii l-fe»<'” enmpeiisated In an im jU'ovement 
ot S lakhs under "Non-I min iai ’ 'l'k<* (ain<*- <»t the decline under 

“Court-fees” are under inve-'in.Mt nui, Imt it *-e» ms j»ndtable that 
the dro]) is mostly due to the wniknip o) the Didit ('om ilialion Hoards 
and eonseiiiieiit reduelion in inil lih;.mtnin 

The reduction ot 11 lakhs ;ii » \ pembl un* on n venue a''(»unt is the 
net etfeet of excesses and savinjrs spreail <ner a laii/<‘ riiimbe? of heatls, 
the details of whieli are fuini-hefl in ihe Hed Hook wlnrh will Ik* 
supplied later on. I shall fonfim* iii\sfdt to the nmie imporlanf varia- 
tions. Savinjrs ot m*ail\ *1 l.ikhs occur undcT "Lund Hev<*nne“ mainly 
as a result of abaiidonnu’nt ot !{i*\ isional Settlemeni ojceraiions as 
desired by the Assemtily There is a dcureasc* <cf ovc*i 2 lakhs under 
“Irri^fation” owinjr to non-estaldishment of the Watcowavs Hoard. 
fRai Uark.ndra N.atii CirArnniRy: “Hear, hear”.) The Polite 
Budget show'.s a sitvinff of over -i lakics owiii|f to relrenehinerit, and more 
than 2 lakh.s have been saved under “Jails'* owin^ to the ebmure of 
Deoli Jail (cries of “Hear, hear”) and a general deereaw* in jail popula- 
tion. The release of detenus accounts for a reduction of nearly 2 lakh* 
under “Miseellaneoua. ” A decrease of about 6 lakhs under “Civil 
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WorJw” is attributable to smaller expenditure on Road Derelopnient 
Works and other original works owing to late voting of the Budget and 
other causes. On the other hand there is an increase of n^lairly 5 lakhs 
under “General Administration” as a result of degislation relating to 
the emoluments of Ministers and of members of the Legislature which 
was passed after the presentation of the Budget. 

The deficit in that section of the Budget wliich is outside the revenue 
account is due to transactions recorded under the head “Cash Balance 
Invest imuit Account.” A word of explanation is needed in regard to 
these lransa(;tions. Under tlie new banking and aceountintr arrange- 
ments we have to niaintuin a minimum balance of 2o lakhs with the 
Iteserve Bank and, if our balance falls bcdow tliis limit, penal interest 
is leviable. Any Hurj)luH over ibis figure we are, however, free to 
invest. So we hav(‘ if* watcli (*ur ])ank balance caTcfull\ and see, on 
the OIK* hand, fltal it docs not fall b(*b*w tin* ]>rcNcribeiI minimum and 
on thn other, that it docs m*! remain at a substaiitiallv Inglier level than 
il.c minimum withoul bciii^ profitably iiivcst<‘(l. Tlie “Cash Balance 
Investment Account.” is inti*ndc(l to exhibit tem[)orars investments of 
our surplus balance. We have Ikhui investitig our surplus funds in 
Government of India -* imuiths’ Treasury Bills. The amounts paid out 
for thf' purchase of these are shown a-v disbiirsem(*nts and, when the 
Bills mature, the same amount^ are shown as receipts in this Account. 
The interest realis*‘d i^ credited to the llevenue head “XX — Intere.st.” 
The reason for the decrea>e of o7 lakhs in the halaiice ontsieJe the 
revenue uccminl is simply this: that Treasur\ Bills to the value of 
nearly 70 lakhs have Imh*ii purchase<i in tlu^ clo>ing nmntlis of the 
eurrent year and will not mature until next year. AVe started making 
these investments in July, and tlu‘ interest realised up to the dlst March 
will aniouut to nineteen thousand rupees. 

The rexised estimate of a clfwing halance of 1 crore 91 lakhs for 
lihl7-‘]8 is made up us follows: — 

Forty-nine lakhs representing the minimum halance to he kept 
in the, Reserve Bunk and Treasuries; 

Twenty-eight lakhs representing the unspent balance oi the 
Subvention of 40 lakhs foi Jtoad l)ev(‘lopnient work; 

One more ami 14 lakhs lepreseiiting tlie amount available for 
gKuicral purpose^. 

There are three items outside this closing balance, viz., OOJ lakhs 
worth of securities originally belonging to the Official Assignee but 
since appropriateil b\ Government; 1 lakh worth of securities of the 
Steam Boiler Fund, appropriated by Governraeut on provincialisation 
of that Fund; and 70 lakhs worth of Treasury Bills. 

I now turn to the e>tiumte for the coming year. 
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I*place^ur total revenue in 1938-39 at 13 crores 13 lakhs. This is 
30 lakhs below the expected revenue in the current year. But the real 
decrease is g'reater still. Owin*.^ to a chancre in accountiiifr procedure 
dictated by the Auditm-Gencral, interest on irri^^ation capital outlay 
is now to be credited under *’XX — Interest” instead hein^ deducted 
as hitherto^ from the expenditure shown under ”22 — Interest.” The 
result is an increase of 22 A lakhs (»n hotii si<ies of the ibidj»H‘t. The 
real drop in receipts below tin* IteviM'd ftir the e\irrent year i^ (heivdore 
52^ lakhs. 

The decrwise is made up of a luuubei of small increits^'s to u total 
of about 10 lakhs tlo' details of which will be ^M\en in the lied lb)ok 
w’hifdi w'ill be suppli<-<i to you, counler-balam’ed bv i\ fall of nearly 
03 lakhs under our main head- ot jevi-mie. Of iliis fall iif fi3 lakhs, 
19 lakhs reflect the recent set-back in woild mnrki’ts; on aciamnl of 
which, and in consultation w'llli the (iovenimt'iii of India, I liave plai'ed 
our receijits from jule dn1\ 0 lakh*' lower, and j)ur rei'cijits from 
im'ome-tux 2 lakhs lowt'r, than in l!13i-).S. A tint her 13 lakhs out of 
the 03 is accounted f<u b\ a drop und(*r “hand b’e\emie”, not beeauw* 1 
estimate that c(dleclion- will deteriorate, but because the amount of 
arrears to be colle(*t«*d lia- I'ceii ^Meaily reduced and i<*coveries on 
account of settlement opeiaiions will al-o 1 m* less a** lecoveries aie almost 
complete in the casi* of old settlement opeiations and no m*w’ ones have 
been undertaken. 

Then* is a decline of I lakhs urdei K\( ise beeans«* h.uu* larjT'^ 
refunds are due to be luaile and becaii-e it is antii ij>ated tluit, (iw'tm^ to 
the move for the introdm tion of piohibiiion in eeitain localities, tho 
upward tendem‘\ of (‘Xei-e leiaopls in recent \eais will Im* ariested. 
Kinally, there are deidiio's ot » laklis undei Slaiiips and 19 lakhs 
under “(Jther Taxes ami Dutie- I he leason for these is that the 
taxation measures relatini^' t(» Stamps, f foiM-fees, Amusements fax, 
Electricity Duty and Tobar-iM. Sab- Li(en-iii^r Fees wiiieli wen* passed 
in 1933 are due to expire (Ui \aiiou> date- between .lum* and the end of 
Au^ni.st 1938. A Ifill to eonlmue all of these measures exrrpi that 
relating to Tobacco is on the Ajrcinlti of the current sessi(»ii, 1 trust 
that it will be passed, but f(»r budiretinp purpo*H*s I have not jiresumed 
to anticipate the derision of the Lej^islaturr*. 

I now’ turn to our projaisals f(»r expenditure, 1 place our total 
expenriiture for the coinintjr tear at 131 cr^ireH -(xrHeil JJ croreti 27 
laklis and charged 1 crore 97 lakhs i -winch is 1} crores more than the 
Revi.sed E.stimate for the current year. <Mit of this, alaiui 22^ kkhs 
is accounted for by tbe change in claHsification of Interest charjifes on 
Irrijration Capital outlay to which 1 have already referred. The balance 
of about a crore represents expenditure on new schemes for which 
provision has been included in the Bud^fet. In my last Budget speech. 
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I HtreHHed the neceHsity of viewinj? our problems against a bvxnan back- 
ground and observed that our aim was to resurrect the average man, 
who in Ihi.s predominantly agricultural (X)untry, is the ctHtivator. In 
the forefront of a policy and programme ^lirected towards this 
endeavour, I placed the relief of rural indebtedness, the spread of 
primary education, and the stimulation of prices of agricultural 
commodities through improved methods of production and better 
marketing facilities, liach of these objectives has secured our careful 
attenti<»n and definite steps liave been taken towards their realisation 
within a reasonable peiiod f)f time. 

An tlie first line of defence against further deterhjration of the 
condition of our agriculturists, the idea of scaling down their 
accumulated debts ihixmgli a net-Mork of Debt Conciliation lk>ardH has 
vigorously pursued. Since our as.sumption of office 1,(>31 such 
lM)ards have been created and it is proposed to create over 2,000 now 
Ixwirds next year. The total expenditure on debt (‘oncibation in lOd.H-OO 
has been niised t-o over 24} lakhs. This will enable a iniard to function 
in almost every union ni the Province and relief will thus he brought 
practically to the (hwir of e^er\ villager. 

(4os(‘ly linked with this subject is the proiileni of juxividing proper 
credit taciliti<‘s foi the recjuirements ol cultivators, as the scaling down 
of debts is but an eiio^rgiMK-v niea«'Ure which needs (<> be supplemented 
by some jHUiiianent schemes for meeting the normal re(juirements of 
agricultural credit. I’lie success ot the scheme ol debt eonciliatiou is 
materiall\ dc'pemleiit on the presence of facilities siicli as would ensure 
regular payment of the com|)oscd dclds by settled instalments. The 
ox|vansion of co-operati\e credit oigariisatioii is considered in the 
pri’seiii circumstances t<» be tiie readiest and most elfeetive means of 
providing such facilities because by virtue ot their diK'ct eontact with 
the Imu'Ixiwcms such orgaiii.sat ions would act as a detenent against 
unproductive iMnrowing and thus prevent the agi h ulturists from 
rehipsing into a state of chixmie indebtedness. An additional 2} lakhs 
has been provide<l in next ymr’s Budget for placing the co-<iperative 
movement on a more H;itisfactory Imsis. The (’o>operative Department 
will be Ihorougbly reorganised and proper training will be provided for 
officer.s and workers so that the maximum of benefit may result from 
their endtuivours. It is purposed that two officers of tiie Department 
will be deputed to Ihunnark and other countries in order to study the 
prui'tieal working of the co-operative movement in plaees where it :ias 
met with the largest measure of suecess. 

(Government are aware tfiat the security worth of land has been 
adversely affected by the recent depression os well as by the feeling of 
uncertainty due to recent legislotive enactments affecting rural credit 
and that the alteretl circumstances may make it necessary to set up 
diftiiict types of credit machinery in the rural areas providing loans 
against the security of crops and other nioveable stocks. I may infona 
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the*Hous% that the entire question of providing ruml credit facilities 
through suitable organisations is engaging the earnest attention of the 
Government? 

With regard to th^ spread of free 4 )rimary education, which is an 
item of outstanding iiujx)rtinu e in our programme for tiu* unpinnement 
of tlie human material, several districts have decided to utilise the 
provisions of the llengal l^nniary Educ'ation Act with a view to make 
primary edutuition free and compuKoiy for the children in their respec- 
tive aretis. Already from the 1st ni April IMd?, a primary educ'ation 
cess is being levied and cullec ted in the district ot Mymensingh, The 
EduCiation Hoard of tlie district liave, after a careful survey of tlie 
primary educational needs oi the distncl, csmie to the conclusion ticat it 
will require 2, <)<)(> primary schools, ol which 1.7(H) have already been 
brought into exi^tcuu'e. From the* bc'ginning ol th<‘ next year, it is 
prop^ised to introduce a sninlar <■<*'•> ni three more districts; and 
applications from se\en fuiiliei distiicts are now iimlei the considera- 
tion of (iovernment. liy ua\ ot suppl<*menting such laudablt‘ locsil 
efforts a provision oi o lakhs has been made in nc‘\t \ ear’s Hmlget for 
the improvement ot piimarv edu(4»ti<m m addition to the normal 
expenditure provided tor undc'r this hcMd. With a \h‘w to impro\<* the 
((uality ot teac lung in smdi ^chesds. liaxc* becMi taken to provide^ 

trained teachers for the* institutions alrcsady stalled or due to be startc*d 
soon in the aforementioned foui districts. 'I’wo Ncdieimvs have been 
formulated tor the lrainiii«r ot t(‘.i('heis for primar\ schools. (Mie is to 
train a certain niimbci ot tc-.o Iots under the auspices of the V’isva 
Bharat i, Ifolpur, and the* othei is to tram ieachc*rs on a much larger 
scale by attaching training clashes !<» high sc hoed s The ultiimito 
ex]>enditure invohed in the tir^t xclieme is thoiisjuid, while the 
second scheme is estimated to cost over HI lakhs of rupee's Tim 
Budget includes 78 thousand for tlie first \ ear's expenditure for Indh 
these schemes. In order to eiisuic* that the me>st u]>-1n-date imj>ro\e- 
ments in the s\stem ot pninaiv edm.ction mav In* made known to tliese 
teachers, it has been piaiposed to depute three otticsTs <»f the Kducalioii 
Dep^irtinent to study the metfiods ol jerimary educ'^ition in foreign 
countries, anej a provisi-on of lb tliousaml has ]>een ineduded f<ir the 
purpose in next year’s' Budget. 

While on this suhjeci, I may mention that the incretised provision 
under Primary Education cI<k*s not mean thot the needs of l-niversity 
and Secondary education have Imen neglected. On the contmry, 
attempts have been made to meet their growing demancls m far a# 
possible. A comprehensive .survey of the needs of the ('alcuita and 
Bacca Universities was recently made in consultation with those bodies^ 
and our Budget for next year includes provision in full (including an 
additional 29 thousand for the Dacca University) not only to meet 
iaunediate needs but also to cover their needs for some time to come. 
That notable centre of culture — the University of Visva Bharati 
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Bolpur, applied rather late in the year for a Government ^rant. ‘ A 
provision of 6J thou.sand has, however, been made in aid of its various 
eduwitiomil activities, pending further examination of i1^ proposals. 
Additional grants of over a lal^ have been provided for non-Govern- 
meiit arts colleges, and a special additional grant of 4 thousand for 
colleges under the Dacca Board of Education. About lakhs has 
been provided for additional grants to non-Government secondary schools 
and 70 thousiind for additional grants to madra.sahs. 

The requirements of female education, Vwth Collegiate and 
Secondary, have al.s<> been kept in view. Provision has been included 
for a ]*urdah College for girls, the building for whicdi is estimated to 
cost f) lakhs. Another scheme for which provision has been made 
relates to the adapi^iHon of the (-hrist (^hurch buildings as an extension 
of the Bethune ('ollege at an ultimate cosl of almiit 1 lakh. Over 70 
thouH4in(l has been provided for a<ldilional grants to girls’ sclnuds and 
6 thousiuid for additional grants to junior madrasahs for girls. A 
capital grant of 10 thon.sind has bc^en provided for the Nepiili girls’ 
school at Darjeeling and over dO thousiuid luis been provided in 
furtherance of the physical (‘ducation programme in girls’ schools and 
colleges. 

In regard to agriculture, the provisions made in tlie next year’s 
Budget form the initial steps of a jHilicy to improve* the cjuality and 
yield of the crops through better and more scientific methods of 
cultivation. Ju as much as research, demonstration and projiaganda 
constitute the fundamental Imsis of a planned attack on our agricul- 
tural pioblems, special attention lias been devoted to these in the allot- 
ments made. l*rovision lias been made for the eslahlishmoiit of an 
Agricultural Institute at Dacc'Ji which will be eijui[)ped in such a way 
tts to provide the most up-to-date training in the tlieory and practice 
of agriculture and to undertake allied research work. The idea behind 
such a I'entral institution is mainly to ensure the supply of an adequate 
mimher of trained men such as will be reijuire^l by tlie Agriculture 
Deiuirtmeni in c4iiTying out its .schemes of agricultural improvement. 
The Institute will carry on Imth restMirch and training and the results 
of research will be tested umler actual working conditions in outlying 
agricultural farms. Pending the establi.shment of the Agricultural 
Institute, provision has been made for imjmrting agricultural training 
to six agricultural graduates with a view to making them qimlified for 
employment in the Subordinate Agricultural Service. Provision of 16 
thousand has been made for establishing Union lioard farms for demon- 
stmiiou of farming methods in villages and 39 thousand has been pro- 
vided for a District agricultural farm at Midnapore. Cultivators will 
be encouraged to grow remunerative crops recommended by the 
Agriculture Department and small subsidies will be granted to rew'ard 
them for their pioneering work. A »um of 2 thousand has been pro- 
vided for this purpose in the Budget. Six thousand has been provided 
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for award ♦£ prizes at exhibitions and 2 thousand for subsidisiii^f seed 
stores where they are not org*anised by Government. A provision of 
V) thousand hhs been in(*lude(i for a Propapfainlii Gfti(‘er. The demon- 
stration grant of the I^piirtment has lK*en raised by 12 thou.san<i and 
provision has been made for the aji{H)intment of ten additional 
demonstrators. 

I{:garding the stimulation of priees of agrieultiinil products, I need 
hardly reitemte the observation whi<‘h I made on tin* last tweasion that 
it is beyond the power ot tin* IVovincial (loverninent to adjust such 
fael'Ms as t-urrency. credit and taiitl winch max dire* tl\ alTect tin* level 
of prices. Even so. an attempt has been made, within whatever limited 
scope is availahlt* to us. to giv»* an impetU'» to th* ])re\ailing prici's by 
instituting: measur<*,s witli a view- ti» pn)\idinjr ln‘tter tacilitics ioi' market- 
ing. Two imjiortant sihemes ha\(* het‘ii toniniIatt*d in this eoiineclion 
ami includ 'd in the next _\earV Budget One is fin* scheme tor taking, 
at a (•o-'t of 2n thousand, the rn*ces'>;ir\ pielinnnais .steps m r(»rnn'rtion 
with tin* (‘stablishmeiit (d regulated markrfs tor jute (ui the lnn'.> of sm h 
iiiaikets oiganised t<>i cotton in }h*iai. ainl the other i*- .in eyp ^.miding 
scheme involving an expenditure of (I thousand 

In regMi'd to jute, in j)arti<*ular, two special provi^ion.s ha\e been made 
;n addition to (he j»reiiniinai \ steps for the e«.ta1>li''hinenl ot regulated 
markets One i.s a lump jirovisioii ot I lakh tor a juli* census Such a 
ceiisua coristitut-es the first and most essential preliminary to an effective 
regulation ot the crop which is n Tessiirv to secure a belter adjustment 
of supi)l> to demand and thus engine a tair prn'i* to tin* cultivator ft 
is also calculated to form the luasts on which it should lu* possible' to 
jirejiare s< ieiitifie and de[)<‘iidahh‘ forecasts oi th * crop The other provi- 
sion is one ot A lakh for jute r<*st ric t ion propag-anda, whic h if is con- 
sidc red necessary to continue in the* »*nsuing season for avoiding th * likeli- 
hood oi over-production. 

Having regard to the* fact tliat the impn»veinc*nt ot agriculture is 
materially depend *nt on (he iinpro\c*nic*nt of livc*sto(k, spc*cial provisions 
have been made on this account in the next ^‘iir’s Umlget. Tc-n 
thousand has been provi(h*d for opc*ning a I)air\ .section at the Ihiec-u 
Farm and additional staff has h •<*n pr(»\ich*d tor animal husbandry w'ork. 

It is hardl\ necessiiry to (‘inphasi^e that Govc*rninenl is anxious that 
industrial activif ic.*s in the IVovince should he e\pandc*cl and Htinmluted. 
In larg-e scale industry, how«*ver, tin* scop* for direct action by Govem- 
mt'Ul is very limited and w^e have mainly to depend on {>rivate enterpriHe, 
But the ways in which Govern m *nt mig’ht within those* limits iin[»art a 
stimulus to large indu.stries are being cranTully considered, and the 
Hon'ble Minister in charge has ulremly prepared a scheme sp eially for 
encouraging the*small industries. The scheme, whose full operation will 
take thre? or four years, is being partially given effect to in the coming 
year, and I will narrate the main provisions which we have made in tbi« 
connection. Twenty thousand has been provided for undertaking an 
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expert enquiry into the possibilities of extension of industrie^on a large 
ficale. Provision has been made for the establishment of a scientific 
Advisory Council which will co-ordinate the results of the*re8earch:*8 in 
the various technical and research institutes, suggest new lines of research 
and advise Government in regard to scientific schemes and proposals 
mooted by the institutes. As a part of Government’s programme, it is. 
also projM»s *d to establish an Industrial Intelligence Bnanch for the 
j)urpose of <-ollec(ing information regarding the various a^jH'cts of 
industrial activity in the province. 

Existing^ industrial organisations are to lx* ex])anded and reorganised 
and provision has been included for new lines of development. Thus, 
there is a jirovision <»f 2-') thousand for reorganisjition of tlie Bengal 
Tanning Institute, ot (id thr)usand for extensii)n of th(‘ Dye House at 
th(‘ Govi-rnment Weaving Institute at Senimpon* and oi 1<S thousand for 
extensi(m of the (‘xisting [>ower-driven cotton weaving plant at the same 
place. It is j>roposed to reorgaiiisi* the Silk Technological Institute at 
Berhamjior* at a cost of (il thousaml. Provision i.s mad(‘ lor the nxuga- 
nisation of i-iglil peripatetic weaving schooK at a co'*t of Id tiiou^and 
and for the continuame id 28 imlustrial demonstration parties at a cost 
of about a lakh, ’ren tluMisand is ju-ovided for im reased gnints-in-a id 
to le<’hnical and industrial schofds. With a view to stimulate «'\pansion 
in new dir-ctions, 12 thousand is ]>rovided tor research and training in 
varnishes, enamels, lucijuers, japans, oil colours, jMiinls and printers* 
ink and d thousand for the establishment of a Kestxirch Section in the 
Dyeing Department of the Governmmt Weaving Institute at Serampore. 
Provision is imuh* for two Artist designers lor the ev(duti(»n of new and 
attract iv(‘ desig’ns and patterns of woven goods liktd\ to command ready 
sale. Tw-tity-fivc thousand is provnhal for coir spinning and weaving 
demonst rat ioti parties and 7 thousand for demonstration of improved 
methods of silk nudiiig. With a view to stimulate the consumption of 
manufaetured juti* in the Provim*e, it is projioseil to establish a model 
.lute Weaving Institute at a cost of 4 thousand and to instai a power- 
driven jute W’l'aving plant at the Weaving Jnstitule. SeraiiiiM»re, at a eo'.t 
of 45 thousand. Four thousand is provided for contiiiuintr the post of 
the Marketing and Publicity Ofiieer during the coming year. A selieme 
for the cstahlishment of a (Vntral Institute of To( hnology ami expan-^ion 
of technical selmols in districts is still under examination. 

Government have given <*ttreful eonsiderution to the immense 
advantage that would be likely to accrue to tlie industrial d velopmeut of 
the Proviuee from a supply of cheap elect riiail energy, and a provision 
has accordingly la^en made in the Budget for undertaking an enquiry 
into the possibilities of generating and supplying electrical power on an 
extensive scale and distributing the sam » at a moderate charge throughout 
the countryside. If and when this enquirj* is followed by the formula- 
tion of a fruitful scheme, it will doubtless mark a great step forw'ard in 
the prcMiass of stimulating the industrial activities of the Province* 
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goods turned out by the industries of this l^r(»vinee it has lieeii decided 
to organise at a cost of 50 thousand an Industrial and GorninerciaJ 
Museum where contact may be established l» tween the producers and the 
commercial houses wdiich have dealings with markets in and outsiile the 
Province. Provision lias also l>cen made for moving exhibit ionn to carry 
on propaganda for populansing indlirenou.s gooiU and to propagate 
knowledge as to what goods are actuallN <lomesticall\ available. 'I'wcnty 
thousand has been provided lor participation in industrial c.xhilntions 
which havi* an important (‘dm'utivc value. Steps have also Ikmmi taken 
to extend (lovernment jHitronage to the industrie.s (d the Proviuee in 
the matt r of purehasing stores for tlodr departnuuital reiiuireimuits. 

Th(‘ problem ot improving tlu* publie loailth ol the Province has to 
}h‘ tackled in a s\steniati<‘ way and the provisions in ih‘\t ycai ’s Hudget 
have been made with tliat ‘iid in view. The fii^t and foreimeit nci'd in 
rural ar(‘a> is tin* need for an adecpiate supply ot trood dunking water. 
Tlie grant tor rural water supply has accordingly been mised trom 2 to 
7^ lakhs and another lakhs has bi* 'ii provided on a contiibutory liasis. 
(jrovenimeiit hav<‘, howeyer, decidial to formuhite a comprehensive 
scheme of rural w’ater supply lor th(‘ eiifir- province ami, in onler that 
the same may be speedily brougfit into opioation, it lias been pro[>osed 
to establish a rural water supply subdivision iimler tlo* Chi f Engineer, 
Public ll(‘4ilth, w'hicli will draw’ up a «-omprehcnsivc progmmim* in I'on- 
sultatioii w’itli loi^al authorities, ami a provision ot (> thousand has b(‘e*n 
iiieluded in the Pudget tor thi.-^ piirpo.Hr 

The next most important [uiblic h alfh problem in this I’rovince is 
the problem of malaria and with a view to fight thi.s srourge the grant 
for tree ilislrilmtion ot (juinine hu'- been raided from M lakhs to -4 lakhs. 
In addition to the usual provision (d HO tliou^arul for this [mrpose, a lumi» 
provision ot 2^ lakhs lia-* been made tor aiit i-inalai ia '•ehenu*s. AIkoO 
40 thousand has been provided tor anti-Ludlow ii survey and control 
measures in and around Calcutta 

For nuiternity and child welfare work, it i.s jiroposed to im nsam* the 
grant from 28 to 85 tliousnnd and to provide a lady supennl iident and 
staff at an ultimate cost of 80 tlionsand. A capital grant of 50 thaunand 
is proposed for the Ham Krishna Sishumangul Prathisthan in furtherance 
of their child welfare ar’tivities. A grant of one tlomsand is provided 
for the Servant.s of Humanity S<M iet\ for a similar purpose. 

With a view to making on effective drive against the problem of 
tuberculosis Ghvemraent have decided to establish a climatic sanitarium 
for tubercular patients, and for this purjxwie an initial expenditure of 
1 lakh has been provided in next year’s Budget. A grant of 1 kkb 86 
thoueand is proposed for the Jadavpur Hospital which is doing such^ 
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conspicuously good work in giving relief to victims of ttbercufosis. 
Fifteen thousand has been provided as grants to Sadar hospitals for 
providing better treatment and nourishment to tuberculosis patients the 
ultimate cost of which will come up to 75 thousand. Provision has been 
made for a course of training in tuberculosis work for Medical and 
Health Officers at an ultimate cost of 25 thousand. Thirty-three 
thousand has been provided for a tuberculosis survey which is expected 
to furnish useful materials for a cornprv'hensive scheme of action against 
this terrible scourge, hor necessary clinics in this connection it is 
hoped that sufficient contributions will be available from the fund started 
by Her Excellency Lady Linlithgow. 

Another matter which is engaging the anxious attention of Govern- 
ment is the control of leprosy, and a lump provision of 50 thousand has 
been included in the Budget for taking necessary measures in this 
direction. 

Ten thousand has been provided for the establishment of Union 
Board dispensaries and 0 lakhs for the general improvement of Sadar 
hospitals. 

To enccMirage research work If) thousand has Ik'c'u pro\i<h*d f(>r a 
grant to the Indian Institute of Medical Besearch. 

Thirty thousand has hwui provided for the creation of a model health 
unit where training will he given in inii)roved and iijv-to-date methfKls 
of health welfare work. Grant.s are also proposed for the Indian Red 
Cross Society for the establishment of a training school for health 
welfare workers. Thirty-eight thotisand has i>een provided ff>r 
improvement of rural sanitation and H lakhs for the reorganisation of 
lural public Insilth units, (lovcunnicnt propose to make medical .»id 
availabh' throughout the Pn)vinc(‘ in a <(>mpich(‘nsi ve manner by the 
establishment of a net->\ork of nnal tK'atment centreN. The piuvision 
for next >ear repre.sents only the initial instalment of exiw>nditure on 
this schcm(‘ which will entail a consul(*r.ibly large ultimate cost 

In regard to the Irrigation Budget I may mention that in the 
current >ear we are spending 57 thousand on irrigation survey^ 
iiK' lud ing a survey (d the Hooghl,\ -Howrah area and the survey of what 
IS known us the More Project in the Birhhum district. These survey.s 
art* jirogressing and scheme.s are likely to emerge costing about 
crores each. In the Budget f(»r next year we almost treble our 
expenditure on irrigation surveys and the like and provide for the 
carrying out of live small irrigation schemes in the distrit t of 
Midnapore, Bunkura, Malda, Pahna and Nadia. 

I may, in this connection, make a few observations in regard to 
the future irrigational development of Bengal. In connection with the 
rates for the Daraodar Canal project under the Bengal Development 
Act a controversy has arisen as to the amount of the rates. A 
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Committee was appointed for investigation of the grievances. The 
Committee ^s submitted its rej)ort which is now under consideration 
of the Government and I would not like to say anything which might 
anticipate the decision of (lovernnieut. There is one aspect of the 
matter, however, which lias a wider significance than merel\ local 
views about the merits or demerits of a particular scheme, ('onsidering 
the huge cost of big irrigational schemes it must he obvious that in 
the present financial position of the Province it is not possihle to meet 
the cost of such undertakingN out of the general revenues. Additional 
taxation would be inevitable for the financing of such big irrigational 
projects. So far as my information goes, in the other Trovinces also 
wherever big irrigation schemes have been started, rates for financing 
the schemes have hail to he levied on tho.se henetited hy the projects. 
New taxation is always odious, hut if we want the henehls of 
irrigational development on a large scale we imist he prepared to he 
reconciled to such taxation. And the benefits flowing from the 
develojiment of irrigation would undoubtedly be great and would have 
revolutionising (’onseijuences. in certain parts, at least, of Bengal, 
development of irrigation is a necessity for the very life and sustenance 
of the people, (’entral and West Bengal and some districts nl North 
Bengal are the worst sulferers from the lack of irrigation. K.\i>erl 
opinion has pointed out that in most part.s of Central and Western 
Bengal a continuous process of depopulation and deferioral ion of agri- 
culture has set in The courses of rivers that materially contribiiteil 
to the rirhness of ihe soil, health inid wealth of the poimlation have 
been defiecled and most of them are to-day silted up, turning the 
neighbouring areas liarren ami uninhahifal>le. Marshes and fallows 
have taken the plac'e of .‘•miling field, s and aiiodes of contented jaipuhi- 
tion have turtied into \eritahle jungles with the result that to-day 
disease and death stalk the land Dejiopulation and ph\sir‘al break- 
down due to malaria and decline in soil fertility have led to a prfigressive 
slirinkage in agriculture Slafistich indicate that cultivated land in 
proportion to the total cultivable area and aUi) the population per 
square mile have decrea.sed in imtst ot the di-^tricts in Central and 
Western Bengal. The pifdilem in >ome districts in North Bengal is 
almo.st .similar though not presenting the same state of decadence as 
in Central Bengal. The decadence could be snceessfully arrested only 
by the development of large .scale irrigation schemes under the Bengal 
Development Act. But if after a scheme is started, controversy arises 
as to rates, there is naturally likely to he difficulty in raising loans 
for the financing of such projects of irrigation. I think therefore that 
the question should be thoroughly thrashed out before the House, and 
the House should pronounce its clear opinion on the controversial issues 
so that irrigational development projects may in future he taken in 
hand systematiaclly and with confidence. 
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There is an increased provision of 21 J lakhs in the Civil Works 
Budget. Part of this is due to a more ambitious scheme of road 
development than we have hitherto been able to achieve. The subject 
of road and river communications is so important that I propose to 
reserve it for separate comments. Here I propose to deal with the 
more important building projects for which provision has been made. 
Three lakhs have been provided for executive offices and quarters, IJ 
lakhs for judicial offices and quarters and 1 lakh for registration offices 
and quiirters. The schemes for which provision has been made represent 
the most urgent among a very large number of pending projects which 
it was not jKwsible to finance earlier on aeeouiit of the pievailing 
finaiieial stringenev. One lakh has Imhui provided for remunerative 
icsidential buildings, 1 lakh for ]»oli< e huihlings, lakhs for educational 
buildings, 4 lakhs for medieal buildings ami 2 lakhs for agricultural 
buildings. There is also a [)n)vis!on of 1 lakh for the eon.strurtion of 
a HOpurato buildiiig for the Bengal I.egislative ('oiiiKil, the ultimate 
cost of which may exceed lo lakhs according to present estimates 
(Dr. Nalinaksha Sanya): Oh! dear dear) which are now under the 
co!>siderution of the Government. 

(The House was then adjourned for 15 minutes.) 


{After adjournmeyif.) 

1 must now’ say a word about commumeations, road and river, since 
the developimuit of the.se is so neeessaiy to the weltare ol thi* l*r(>vine(*. 
As the House i.s aw’are, w'e have two sources of income wliieli are 
earmarked for the (levelopmeiit of road ( ommunieations, each of which 
brings in about 14 lakhs a year. The first is the Bengjil Motor Vehicles 
'J’ax Act, the bulk of the ])roeeeds of whieli (alter deducting 41 lakhs 
payable to the ('alcutta ( orjxiration) is given to Munieijialities and Dis- 
trict Boards for their road schemes. The oMier i.s the Bengal share 
of the Central Petrol Fund, Wv are very behindhand in our exjieuditure 
of the latter, ami we are not likely to receive any further monies from 
file Fund until we have sjient the accumulations on a<‘eoiint of previous 
yeais which were placed at our credit in our oj>ening Ijalanee on the 
Jst A}iril last. Out of a total assignment of 1 erore and 5 lakhs since 
the Fund wa.s ojhuuhI, the unsjHUit balama* on the Jtlst March 193G was 
43 J lakhs. We budgeted in 1937-38 to spend 22} lakhs, but our actual 
e\|H'nditure for one reason or another is not likely to exc’ced 17 lakhs. 
We intend, how’over, to take measures to ensure that the programme 
of a 26 lakhs exiHuiditure for which we have budgeted in 193<S-39 is at 
least worked u]> to. A pro|H).sul recently submitted by the Chief 
Engineer for the tMitertainment of additional engineering staff to fij>eed 
up the execution of these projects is under examination, and we ahall, 
if neK'Pssary, employ additional staff. I tnist that hy the close of next 
y^ar we shall have earned the right to receive from the Gt>v«ikment 
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ni India the two yeais’ a<'cumulati(>n ot our .•‘haiv oi the Petrol Puiul 
which will tb^ii l>e ouNtuiidiUK- exjH»dili»njs exiHMuliture therenttei 

we shall have the iul\;y»ta^e of |>iojm»s.\1.s tor a road buililmj; plan tor 
the whole of Benj^al whirh are about, to reac h ticoeniuieut from an 
officer who has for >onie tiim* l)een luakinj*: a special study of the matter. 

I may inform tlie House that tin* c[uestioii of improved communiiations 
in the villa^res has also not Immui overlooked h\ the (io^'el nmeiit and a 
provision <if lakhs has been made (Ui this ai count in tlie next ^eal^s 
Budget. 

With reg-ard to ri\er ciunmunicaiions, \\i‘ alieadx ha\(‘ the plan of 
setting ujuthe Waterways Itoaid ( ontt*mplat«*d In the llen^ml W’aic'i w ays 
Act of 1934. We had hoped to constitute the lloaid duiing the 
current year. We now prevpose to tnnstiiutc* it lu the coming ymi, 
and iiav(‘ pro\ich‘d in the' Hudged ‘..’A lakhs In wa\ ot g-iani tc> tlie Ih'.od 

Provisions ha\e been included in the lliidgef with sjcecial retc‘r«*m'e 
to the iiei'ds of Muslims ami nic'iuhcMs ot the Scheduh’d Castc-s, Sjm-cmI 
scholarships have Ikhmi proxided toi (mcouraging thc> pntsiiit cd gcmcoal. 
technical and meclKal cMlucatnm h\ Muslim students in\i)l\ing an 
amount of do limusaiid and b\ students heloiiging lo S( heduh'd ('.isles 
at a cost (d 31) thousand. Kigdit ih-ms.ind h.cs In'cn pun ideal ioj tin* 
award cd’ Stale sc Indat shijis to Muslims .iud memhci- id' tin* SMieduIed 
Ca.stes toi higln-r siud\ in foimgn cmintne-. Speo ml siijcmnU have 
been cieatcd lor gills cd backward ilas-.c*-> 

Among ^c■ln'me^ iiitendecl to ecjuip our .snnb*nts juopeils lor Ibeir 
dutie.s a.s citizen, s may lie mentioned an im ieased g^iaiit ot -> tlnuisaml 
to the Ib‘ngal Hratacliari Soc ic*i> and a pioNi.slon of lakhs- for 
joiitii weitaic* s< hemes, .\moiig pro\ i'‘ion'> made tor ceitain institutions 
of i)uhlic lUihtN and cultural mtme-l. im-nlion mav )m* made- oi the 
grants of tjd thou.sand to tin- Muslim I Irpluiiiagc*. Jo thousand to tin* 
Bangiya Sahitya Ihirishad, JO thousand tor Lalmiir Weltuie 
organisations, d tliou.sand (o the Statistical Institute, 10 tlnuisiuol to 
the Society for the Prevention fd Hliinlne>s^ ]t> thousand to the S(><•i^*t^ 
for the i*rotection of Children and d thousand t<* the (iirl Guides 
Association. In the General Administration hudgel will he fmtnd a 
provision of 1 lakh and IJ thioi.sand lor extra staff in the ofliees of 
District ilfficers and SiilMlivisional Officers. Work in these offices has 
increased by at least 50 per cent, since the last general enquiry mto 
their staff reiiuireinents was made some 30 years ago wherean their 
present strength is unlv IJl per cent, abow the strength that was then 
considered necessary. 'llie late Goveniinent were unable to cope with 
the situation o\ving to fiuanciul stringency. AN e placed an officer on 
special dutv to study ie(|UiremenlH on the spot, and this provision of 
1 kkh 12 thousand is int luded on the l»asis of proposaU recently received 
from him which we are about to examine in detail. He proposes certain 
measures of reorganisation, in other words, of constructive retrenchment, 
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by the hflp of which he considers that the case could be met by an 
increase of existing- stienj^lh by about <Mie-ei^htli at an fiiltimate cost 
of 1 lukli ()b thousand per annum, against an increase of al)out 30 per 
(cnt., ciihtin^ alwmt 3 times as minh, which W’oukl have l>een 

admissible under the standard.s set up 30 years ago. I am glad to think 
that measures are now on foot to relieve the pressure under w’hich our 
( lerks in niulassal offices have been working. The Si)ecial Officer 
n'poits an alarming state of affairs in the odices in the matter of over- 
<rouding, ill-fmniKhing and unsanitary conditions. These allegations 
\\ill be looked into. Aimdioran\e mea.surcs for the improvement of 
■ludiciul offices includt* a pr(>vi.sion of thousand for the j)urcha.s(‘ of 
books for libraiie.s in Civil and Ses>ions Courts and 25 thousand for* 
impiovement of the Htamlard of furniture in th(‘se courts. 

I want to say a few words about the problem of middle- 

class uncinpbiv ment , wliiih of all our ])roblems i.s the most baffling 
one. As 1 said in my last Ibulgid sjHHMb, the expamsion of the 
beiieticcnt activities (d (biverniiient is calculated to create new 
avenues of employment but not to an extent which is lik(dy 

((► alij-orb an> appic< iabh* fiactidu ot the vast number of uiiein])lo\ ed 
umonj 4 the edmated >oung men of our Province As a matter 

ol interest ! mav mention that ou*- schemes oi new expenditure 
for the (omiiig \ejir vvhi<h lia\t‘ Ikmmi worked down to full details aie 
calculated to give cm])lo\menl to 27(1 inoie olliceis, 1)3 more tt'clniical 
Ussistauts. 2,5 M a<Idit!onaI clerks, 'S) additional tvpists and 2,2Sil |>eons 
aud the like; makitig a total (d‘ 5,212. Theie are other sehcuiies which 
ate calculated to piovide muplov meiit tor an e(iual it not lor a larger 
nuiiilier ot iiK'ii. Thus, lor iiistaiua*, the .sclKune tor training teachers 
for piimaiy sch< ids i oiittMiiplaies the ultimate eniplouneut oi a large 
niimher of tiained ((‘ai heis toi such institutions which are going to be 
establislud in scveial distiicts within a very short time. Again, the 
rural public health reorganisation .scheme is calculated to piovide 
emploviiHMit tor a laige staff of medical men, health assistants aud 
menials. If these are taken into acMount. I estimate that the numl>er 
of new posts will come to about lO thousand. This may be a small 
contribution to a large need but it lias fieen worth achieving. 

Another step which has been taken towards the solution of this 
highly (omplieated problem is pnnisiem for the appointment of a 
special Kmplo>ment Adviser who.se main duty will be to compile 
relevant data it*garding the different avenues of employment in Bengal 
and the prosinu ts of absorjition ot future entrants in each occupation 
and to indicate what training will be nece.s.sary to secure the qualifica- 
tion for such employment and where and at what cost this training 
can l»e obtained. 

I am afraid that my review of the new expenditure, though confined , 
to the more important items, ha.s alremly taken up much of \our time. 
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Tbe details of the expeiuliture will he tounil in the Ued Wwk 

which will 4)e supplied later on. A> to the principles and policies 
uiiderlyinjk^ the veriop^ schemes of expenditure ami aUo those under 
contemplation, I retrain irom makin;r a 4lefaile«l refereiu'e to these, 
as they will he discusse<{ hy my colleajrues in the course t)f movin.ir 
the demands lor parTiciilar jtrranls that tall within their resj>e('tive 
departments. For the sake ot iead\ refereuce. howeNer. I have 
j.riveii a schedule tA}»])emlix III showin^r the major heads umler 
which the Bud^»’et Estimates tor ic^isit‘r a very ai)preciahle 

increase as comjiared with the UoMsed Estimates of the previous \ear. 

T will jiaiise heio lor a moment to irive a hiiel resume of ihe linaneial 
lesults of the woikino ot tho eimiin;: \eai aia-onlin^ to tlic estinmlcH 
now* i)ie?enled to the House. We t‘xpeet to stall the \eui with 

all ojieii'iijr halanee ot I non’ ‘II l.iKlis, (hi! Heveiiue Ih’<‘eij»ts aie 
ostimateil at l-l eioic' 1 lakhs ;jihl oiii i-xpendilme on lv«-\emie Account 
has heeii plmed at M eioies 1 lakhs 1 his meaiis tltal we ha\e to 
diaw upon the opiMiiitij; hal.iio'e to iho extent ot 11 lakhs, and tiial oui 
halame is aeeoidiiiph ndi.ood to 1 eioie Sll lakh'. In tin* (’apilal 

and J)ehl Dojioslt Soriion ol the Hmli^et tloMe is a net drfiril ttl o lakhs 
on the \eai’s wrokinii whi^h tuitlo'i i.-duct-s oui halamr to 1 note 
To lakhs — the fitiuies shown a' our ilosiiijj: halanee tn the ( ui! Hudf^i*! 
Kstiinate whuli will pi.‘srnt»*d to \ou shoitlv, Ihts i' evelusnc 

id the s^M'unlifs and ituesinnuits dofail' ol \<linh ha\o liom iurnished 
on pai:e O of that I'ixi^ Kstimafo .\ Mimrnan tn luilhot .'xplaiiation 
u.ll 1.0 }(Mind 111 Appendix 1 ot tho ninit.-r! .-upv ot tlii' 'talnneiit. 

la*t me now make a few oeiioial oh-oi \ at lon.s on oui finain lal position 
os d 'lhised l.> the workiim -t ti'o hmL'ot tm 111 IS-Jd It is m»t ho 
piosj.t-ious as It miKht on Hist sioht ap]ifa* I ho HinLo'l foi the 
loiUinL*" \eai is ioall\ a dotn it InniL'* t As I base just statod, hApend'- 
tuio J.n Ho\oTiue Acc ount o\« «‘eds joeoipts <.n Hoveimo Acc’oiint l>\ 11 

lakiis. whic h will In* m*M lc\ diawin- upcui tic* l.alanie leh on l{o\enue 
Amount loi lll'IT- kS. 

Anothei jmint (d uieat impottamo is that tho o'mnaJcd laim* amount 
cd olosinii I, alamo toi l!ldS-:!l is not cnliK-h fico l.,.)am*.. that is. not 
h\ unv means a moasuie ot oui .apamt-. tm Inilhei . xpomlituie. Ihe 
osiimated elosin^r liaiame on l.c-th Hexonuo and (kepifal A.oount lor 
Ui:kS.d9 IS 1 eioie TA lakhs, uhich »o^.ofhei with tin- \ahie of oui 
se( unties and investment makes a total halanee of k? eroien HO lakhs. 
Hilt more than half <d thi- i" eat marked on vanom aeeouuU 
as follows: 49 lakhs is oaimarked on account of the minimum halanee 
which we liavo to maintain with the lleseivo Hank ami in the treiisurieH, 
A lakhs will lepreseii* the halamv of the amount ifiven to us hy the 
Government of India for exiwmliture on specified ohjecd* Hueh an road 
development and development of industries; fel lakhs repre#ent« the 
amount estimated to l>e left on our harid« at the end of th** year m » 
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result of tin; trausaction.s uinler the Debt Deposit Seetiou of the Budget; 
10 lakhs, if the Famine Belief Fund Bill is passed, will* l)e ie(iuiied 
for payment into the Famine Belief Fund. So the total of these 
amounts, namely 1 erore 21 lakh>, though lonning j)art of the closing 
halunee, should he hdt out of account in asses>ing our cajuicity for 
further expenditure. 

In this connection I would like to remind the House ot what 1 
have already said about the working of the Debt Deposit Section of 
tlu‘- Budget. This section is moio (»r less a hanking account where 
rec'eipts and dishuis<‘ment> repieseiit dejiosit" and withdrawals in 
reH])eet of a vaiiety ot non-Govei nment lund> sia h a'' the monies of 
municipal and othei local bodies. We nonnally leccivc* into these 
dejiosil accounts more than we pay (»ut of them in the eoiirse of the 
year. The surplus is, however, not jirosincial ]e\enue in the oidinarv 
sense of the t<rm nor is It available foi g<-!ieial purposes, Jj js hue 
that hO long as we hold the money we ma\ in\e>l the suipliis and (‘am 
SOUK' interest whitdi comes into oui ic\cnue lereipts but tliis is about 
all the pecuniais a<lvantaee that we can <bii\e trom thi> banking 
anangi'mcnt. Dur estimates t<ii tin* coming }c‘ai jclaee our leceijUs 
un(b*r the Dcdct Dc’posit heads at IberoiesT-i luklis and oui di'lmi ''cMiients 
at HI crort‘s St) lakhs. The* lattcu fjgnie inehnhs T<> lakhs iii\(‘sted in 
Bhoit teim TreasauiN Bills and h\ making allowanit' toi this i!ie surplus 
arising out of the tiansaetious m (he l)(d>t ])(‘jio^il Seetion in the coming 
year has been estimated at (id lakh". 

A further point to lemembei is tiiat tln' amount pio\ided in tiie 
Budget does not in all cases jejcrc^sent oui full liabilitv jii resjrec t ot 
new' seluuues for wliich provision has heeii made. ] estimate that at 
least 50 lakhs would he luM-t'ssaiy to fill the ga]* Ih-iwcmui lhc‘ immediate 
and viltimate cost <d the new seheines. It we deduct all these iiom 
2 I'l'ores SO lakhs, we aie left with a halanee ol just ovei a c roie; and 
if the Fegislaluie will pass the Bill to continue ioui <d tlo* five ttixahon 
iueasures which silt* due to expiie lietvveen dune and Septemher next, 
we shall get another 10 lakhs which would laise the balance to near 
about a eroie and twenty lakhs. This eioie and l?0 lakhs is all that we 
shall have to assist us in the event ot detei ioiat lou in our revenues, 
in future, or to diavv upon lor the ]mij)osc‘s c)t e.xpanding oin schemes 
for national reconstruetion. In an appendix to thi.s statement of mine 
will Im‘ found figures for the last sixteen years whieli jM>int to the conclu- 
sion that (he range of oscillation cd’ our revcuiiu's is about 4 ctoix*s, and 
that our revenue reeeipts mt\\ stand about midway; in other words 
that in tlie event of a bad depression our i evenin' may fall lielow its 
presimt level by 2 crores. I personallv legaid (bis eontingeney a.s 
sufficient justification for a dosing' balance of 1 crore and 20 lakhs and 
for trying to conserve it. If otlier justification is wanted, then I may 
jKiint out that many of the new schemes which we have included in 
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the^ Budget are intended, if they prove >um*5sfuJ, to he expanded and 
intensified. Measured against the future expenditure that ue hope to 
build upon ^next year’s foundation*^, a reseive of 1 eioie and IJO lakhs 
is very far from lieintt excessive. 

AVhat I have just ^aid is onh another way of '»a>ing that tlie time 
is near at hand when we shall have to fimi new revenues if we ate to 
advance our programme he\ond the mete heginninj.’^ of national 
reconstruction that we an* iortiinatcly able to finaiu'c at tlu* tnoment 
from our existing reMiuice*'. Thi^ i^: a fact which wc ha\c lo tace up 
to. Like other Ptovincial tTo\»“inine,it<. wc ate now cnuaLred iu 
examining availahh* '>mi!c»*s ot iu*w taxation, ami Iuim* alirady 
discovered tliat one of the dilhcuhie'^ that lie ale .»»} (d u*- to aseettain 
where tlie line lia‘< to l»e dt.twn between I\*detal ami Ibovim ial fields 
of taxation: tor example, between l edcial c\i im‘>‘ and l'io\im'!al ‘*alcs 
taxt's. I hope that then* i*> lioiim to In* no ftietioii. ami that any points 
of cont lovet'-s will snoii lie -^etlb'd "o lliat flic Pio\ima*H may kmov 
exactly wbeie tlie\ '‘land hi .ui\ new s' beme ot taxation itiat wc may 
adopt, we shall eollIs(' ]>e L’uuled 1>\ tie* eonsidel .it ion t|;at the bnideii 
to be impo'scd on shimldcis that are mo'>< capahh* ol beai'ifiir it- 

Tlieie is a jieisisient deim.nd m thi.s Il(Ois»'. whieh i* aUo leinloneil 
iiy public o[)iiiion outside, loi diastic icticncbnicnl in go\ ci n mental 
(‘xpenditure, for which, it ibouphi, ilicit is still ample scope, I his 
demand is only natinal on the pait 4d tin* icpicscni.it i ves n} ih'* p(*ople 
on whose liehalf it lias alw.i\s Ix-en maiiil.mn*ii that (he mlniini-'liat ive 
machiiiej\ must he \ei\ economieal ami must he loiisisPiil with the 
means and ( iieutiistances oj the p(o[de ami th<* eonnti\, ami I 
fully sjiare their anxietv joi (eon«tm> and siniplifii at nui <d the 
adminiotiat i ve s\s|rni. lint the sr ,/pe ami implications ot let lem him nl 
should fii.'^t lie cleailv le.ili^ed. It is m*iessaf>, in tin* limt ]d.iee, 
to lie a!iv(' to the <li'‘lincl i^m hetween leliemhment in liie sfusi* 
of mere “lopping-olf " ami in that of leal eeomoov in public 
expemlitine. A dia*.!!! n-iluetion in expenditUH* b\ means ut 
a "(rediles" oi* “'Swan" axe in time'- (d aeul4* iMomimit* ehs)-, ma\ lie 
foieed U[ion ( foveinments as a ni.itl**] <d sheet neers^ilx, wliiib oveiiulcrt 
considerations that in normal tiine.s would be allowt*d to ptevuil. A 
piecipitous deiline in public jc\cnucs dining a scM'te depiession may 
force a (io\erijment to effect sc\ere cut*^ in administration and aho 
postpone dcsiiablc expenditure in turtbciam e of nationdniibling seniees. 
But these leduciioms are hy no means a icflection on tlie desiiiiliility of 
sucli expenditure in lielter times. In times of ei’onomlc crisis the 
puldic are constrained to forego certain f>cncflts because they cannot pay 
for them. In examining any «tcheine of ictiencliment to-day we should 
be guided by considerations relevant to normal times. I he cloud that 
darkened our horizon — the budgetary deficits cau'a'd by the economic 
crisis and Meston Settlement — has happily lifted. There is therefore no 
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reason to hamstring? desirable cxj^enditure, deprive society of ni/jny 
l>eneficent activities and place its public servants on ration diet. I 
trust the present demand for retrenchment is not a ba/i on such 
expenditure. This is not a time at whicli we are foi'ced to undertake a 
policy of drastic “loppinj?-oft‘” on a mere arithmetical basis in order to 
make ends meet. Nevertheless, I may assure bon’ble members that 
(fovei nment will always examine all possi])le sorci‘«i of wastage and 
extravagance in adminisliat ion witli a view to avfdd them. In demands 
for letiioiehment the stress ;;»enerally is lai<l on two tliinjjrs — reduction in 
p(‘r''Oniicl and ied»iclion in emoluments. But tli(‘Sf* t]imi^*-li eft'eelive are. 
after jill, nej^ative metliods and not alwavs economiral in tlie true sens(*. 

'Dmo’c can jdso be a jiositive apjuoacb : nsal e(f)nfuiiy in the public 
R«‘r\ ice can, I believe, also be achieved by inei'easin^ the efficiency of 
tin* service. I’o em]doy a parallel, expenditure on a macliinc ran be 
naluced liy cntlin^' down tlie fuel or the oil. but if you do tlijit the 
machine will not ^umlm-e such ^o)od rt'sults and will prolstbly come to a 
Hlandshll, True economy lies in so improviiifr tin* ]nac}iin<‘ its(df that 
it will produ('c as jrood or better results on a smallci consmitption of 
fuel and oil. This is what tin* present (lovernmcnt at*«‘ aimin^^ at and I 
mas a^sni’e Imn’ble tiiernbcis that \\e an* fully aliNe to ihi* iM*e<1 of a 

cf»nstriicti\e policy of admin isl rat i\ c i*eonoi!i\ and, within tlic limits 

juiftoscd on our p«iwcrs under the t roveriiincnt ot India .\<t. ‘•hiill "trive 
our iitniosi to this cjid. .\l tin* same time it rtnj''1 he leali^ed that a 

dcmot'ratic scheme (tf ( io\ n nim*nt . paiticulatl) in. the initial •'taire'^, 

luH hi accoiiimodaft* many frcslj df'm.and*' 

II will h*‘ leialbsl that the pre\ iom tlo\cnmeni. (•ojiip(‘]]ed liy tlie 
inadeijuaey of Iheii feveinn* and the <-in nm*»taiiri'v (»t the depie^sion. 
effected drastic ledtii’tion in the eo>t <d admlnl-'tiaf imi. paiticulaily in 
icf^'ard to sciiles ol sahnies of the proxincial "(‘tsiet ^ I liave, how(‘vci, 
noticed that hon’hle rneinheis ate often prone to crit icivi* (Tovernmei.t 
adversely on tlie s<*(ire of their failnie to implement all tlo* n*< ommenda- 
lions of the Swan Cominiltee. 'W ith a view to atiptisintr them of tin* 
cftVcl j^'iveii to the r«'commendat ions of this Committee, I am anati^in^r 
to issue a White Paper sho^^iTur hiiefly the action taken by (iov(‘rii* 
mcnl oti each td' the Swan CNmnnittee’-s reeomim'mlations. Kver\ 
recommetidat Ion wbich was lejeited or (»n]y partially accepted has 
now Imm'u ri'-examincd hv the (b*partinent ('oiuerned undei the diieetion 
of (lie TIon'hle Minister in ehat^je and the results of that leview’ will 
also be found in the While l*aper. An experieiu'ed officer lias nPo 
been appointed to ensure that nil lines iif possifde eeonomv iindudinir 
those remaininjr over from that review are vipnously pursued as well 
as to explore methods of prevent injr wastatre and extravajjance. T 
need not add that expenditure of a special nature such as that incurred 
in connection with detenus is obviously of a temporary nature and with 
the release of detenus this expenditure is bound to dwindle eradually, 
makinpr all this money available f(*r other expenditure. 
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scrujiiiising the field of expenditure, one is apt to look upon tlio 
reduction m personnel and in the emoluments of those emploj'ed as 
being the two main heads of retrenchment. Fnder a developing 
democratic government^ I am afraid, the tendency is all to the other 
side. The inevitable increase in the work of the administration in 
response to the popular demand for larger and new additional services 
naturally necessitates tlie employment of larger numbers to cope with 
the enlarged task. An example of this I have given in Appendix IV 
to tlie printed copy of this statement which shows how the enlargement 
of the leii’islature under tlie new ((institution is going to lesult in an 
increased expenditure of more than TJ lakhs a yt'ar. It may be t>ossilile 
bv a reorganisation of tlie system ot administration to simplity it and 
therein' do the work with a smaller number. Ilut the ivorgau isjit ion of 
(leiiartments and tlie adoption of new s\ stems with a vit'W to xmoiic 
economy calls tor ( hne study, ad\ic(‘. a period ot Inal in selected 

(lepartimmts or ansis, all ot which take' comidiualdc time ami cannot 
he done foitliwith it we aic to a'oid serious dislocat ion ot work. We 
have inlieiited an oryani''at imi that lias lK‘(‘n in cxistema* for .so long 
that it is iinpos>il)h* to ovcrliau! it overnight. 

As to till* (Mii(dum<'iil> of public servant-, a soim’what spectacular 
rediu'tiou in immcfliatc cXjicmlituie can be <>lfe(t«Ml only by a diastie 
cut in the salaiics ot existing jiubhb -ervant^ in the higher gtadc«,. lint 
here we aie eontiomed with the tact that an\ lednction in the cumlii- 
ments of ilte unMiiher- nt the Imperial Sen u-c- would UMpiiic tin' 
sanctinii of the Sccician ot State ami n hexoml mir cimpctemc; while 
the salaiie- o) of!i<et- in ihc pioMioial -ervic«‘s on l-t Ajiril. IhlT. are 
also protected umler the (h»\cnimeiit <d India Am. Apart Itom this 
]UOti‘ction. ]i(tWe\el, (Tovellimeiit -etvicc ]s e\et\wheie regaidcfl :is on a 
('< 1 1 1 a( t ual hasi- ami to iiiipox* a i at on our -eivatits salaries umh‘l 
jiievailing' conditions nia\ shak(‘ thcii contideme, to tlic dcliiimmi of 
the «d}i( ienc\ of administ lation. In the c\ent of an cimugemw and in 
that event onl.\ it would not he untaii to a-k them to make a saciitiee 
and I am sum* tliex would also lie pMpare(i to do Hut there i- no 

.such (‘imugeiicN' at jitcscnt to justify thi- course. On th(‘ othei hand a 
redmtion in salaiii^s for new entrant*, will not inimediatelx produce 
any large savings iimh'r this head. Again it must he M*memh(*M*d that 
though it may he jin-sihle to achieve -oinc sa\itig hv fiu flier re(hielir)n 
in the emoluments of future entrants in the hig}n*r giad«*s of the 
provincial services, this would pro]»ah}v h(‘ more than eonntfThalnnc(‘d 
if the salarie- of Iow(*r grade ofiieeis. wlio-** iniiriluM's compared to higluT 
grade officers are very large, are ever re\ i«ed in an upward diref‘tion 
os several memhei.s of this TIousi* have already (bunamled. 

In regard to future entrants to public services under tbe authority 
of tbe Provincial Government, tbeir starting salaries have already Wn 
drastically curtailed and an.^ further reduction in them will be hardly 
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d««irab!e in view of the salaries which obtain for comparable sensrioes 
rendered in other walks of life. The question whether tliere is any 
reaftonable scope for further reduction hi the inaximuni salaries in the 
various j^rades is now under examination by Government. But in. 
considering all questions of economy in administration there is one 
reflection which should never bo put away: efficiency of administration 
cannot be sacrificed to economy, and particularly as we have just started 
on a clianj^ed (jfovernment we oii^lil to do nothing tliat mi^ht impair 
the eflieieney, ^tren^lh or intejirity of our public services. Strict 
economy must of course be our watchword in all the departments of the 
puhlie seivi<e, l(»r is not public moiie} a tuist t(» l»e aduiiiijstcKHl with 
the utmost earey But in sealiiij^- do\\n Mulaiies \\c jnii>l take eaie to 
M*e that th«‘ rival ideals of economy and efficiency ai'e uevcj in fatal 
onflict. This is no pica for iimpeiiiat ion of too libeial .scales oi pay. 

I jdead only lor a new outlook in which the value of arithmetical eoni- 
jjjirisonN of (‘\[»«*iidif im* will not be exa^^icialed. 

Sir, as far as the formal i>art of jnesentinj^ the ensuing yeai’s budget 
estimate of leeeipts and exjiendil ures is coiK'erned, I havt* doio*. I ]ia\e 
» iidea\ oured to give not onl\ a biHl's e\e \ iew ol tlie inianeial position 
liut also the detailed implications ot lonu* of oui financial conmiil numts 
and projects. We ha\e seen that then* is looni for guaided o]»timisni; 
we know fhaf therc^ must be ade([uate precaution. But mav 1 suggi'^t 
that, where tlu‘ probhun of national rei unsti net ion is as \ast and 
complex as in Bengal, a budget should be something nioie than a mere 
(piestion of arithmetic. It is not merely a task of tajiping all possiliie 
sources of rt'venue or of ('(juitable distribution over suitable heads of 
(‘xpcTiditui'e. Above (‘verything it is a task of Indping in the pJoc('^s 
of nation-building. Sir, sol\enc> is but a pha^e in thi' fort urn's of a 
iiafion. But it is tlte nationhood which \\v mu^t <‘inphasise. The liest 
of hudgi'ts can only provi<le for financial soundness. It cannot provide 
for better human material, for greater national (‘mluranee, fni inglier 
ideals. These must come fnmi tin' nation itself. Tin* final lesponsihi* 
lity for nafinnal })rosperit\ must then'fon* be witli the ]H*ople, with 
nil those in whom by leason of status oi of attainment vests tin* leader- 
sLip of the community. 

May 1 also suggest that (he time 1ms come when we should re\ise 
our inlierifed ideas about wealth and prospciity. liim* was when 
indi^idual prosperity and accumulation of wtxdth was the end of 
individual emleavour. But to-day the tendency is to put tlie cominuiiity 
before tin' individual. T do not wish to prea<‘h rank socialism or 
communism. Btit we cannot afford to ignoi'c the fact that it is not an 
/ age for a few’ isolated pro.spcrous men but for a fairly prosf>erou8 
multitude. Wealth (o-duy has a wider connotation th.an the hmirded 
prosperity of n few millionaires, Nor can it be otherwise. If wealth 
still tended to accumulate in isolated crevices instead of spreading over 
the whole field, the reaction of a rapidly growing intelligentsia would 
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proijiptly revolt against surh an inequitable distribution. By reason 
of our trjfiition and heritage such revolt may not ne(*t‘ssarily \\e us 
violent as i^^ some other eountries. But as long as wealtlj leads to 
split up society into invidious classes, such revolt is not <tnly logical, 
but it is inevitable. * 

Living in a machine age we must all be social and economie 
engineers, or at least tr^’ (o understand and gui<le the bu-ces (hat drivo 
us. It will not do to cheri'^h the old ideals of individual aci’umulat ion 
ot wealth, ownership of land and ])Ossession of gilt-edged securities or 
large cash halam'cs in tin* bank. I'rospcnty and pi-ovcrty are not a 
matter of separate concern for the indixidual, tor the country or for 
the group. We prosper or fall together in a worhl of im-reasing 
mterdependence. A new ideal arises out of the spirit jif Si‘rvic(‘ in 
which wealth must he spent in the mult ipli<-at i<in of opportunities for 
the livelihood of tin* pi'ople. It call'>. lor a ceilain spirit of advemturo 
and boldness in investment, a ihiowing aside of narrow hnallies, 
traditions and pr(‘judices, a widening of our horizon. 

Ami U!lle^s -we lealiM* ihi^. the wiiting on (he wall is deal”. If 
instead of (he intidligent mampulatioii <tf fona"' for the i^eneial welfare, 
j^eople strive for individual aiaumulation of wealth and groups strive 
against each other w’illi iiairow ami velfish purpose'^, the (‘ml will he 
mutual destruction. T1 h‘ fate of olln'r countries will o\eitaKe us. 1 ho 
ovtucrowding^ of jirofc^-siorm ami the piolonged pi nations of the vast 
mass(‘s eng“aged in agrieult uie and induslrx are a formidable thi(‘af f(r 
the very e.xisterni' of ordered s(»eieiy. .Monir with thn has to be 
tonsidercal the acute ii rt(‘mj>lo\ merit among the lnt(‘lligent^la. 

I'he ]t‘NS our graduates an* able to find a natural expression in their 
tho-'en jirote>s)()!i V the more will ihcir ener'jries coneeritrate on th(‘ reali- 
^ation of ])olitieal aims whidi promise hy way of radical charigoR to 
assure them ot a riirht to li\e and work W (‘ lo'no* to bear in mind, (ho 
utter dt'spair of thousands .iml t fiomiimls of parents w ho sa\ ed and slaved 
a lifetime to give their children an education only to see them in fbo 
end iinernploved. very otten hroken in body and in sjjirit ; (cries of oh, 
oh!’) the impotent wrath and the slow demoralisation of promising 
young men and women, loadei] with degret**^ and f'ertifie^ites, t/> whom 
society denies tlie oyiportunity to put to any us<* of their gifts and their 
knowledge. These we must remember alwavs and endeavour to give 
a shape to things to come that will feed our hurrgry masses and ensure 
the welfare of all. 

Government can but provide the macbinei’x : the moti\e power 
must ultimately Ire* supplied by the f)t‘ople. IndetHl, it is in the w'ill 
to prosfrer that {)roR|>erity lies and no natimi can be spor»n-fcd into 
prosperity bv the most benevolent of governments. *rhere are many 
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spheres where goveriimeut can help only in an indirect way ^nd wfeere 
the activities of the people taken in the aggregate count for much. 

Such being the case, Sir, may I suggest that it is beyond the 
powers of even the most prudent of Finance Ministers to do more than 
provide the means with which the ntttion can commence the journey 
towards reconstruction and prosperity? To elevate society, to 
improve the human material, to rouse the masses to a sense of 
intolerance of their present condition, in short to set the forces that 
make for progress in motion, is a duty that must finally devolve on 
the fKxdety itself. We can but point to the road. If further taxation 
is necessiiry, we must l>e prepared courageously to impose it. (Rai 
IIarenora Xatii CuArDHiTRi : “Hear, bear”!) If further expenditure 
is considered desirable we must not spare our revenue. If by invoking 
our legislative powers we can find a way out of our difficulties, we 
must be prepared b<ddly to do so. But in the last analysis the urge 
must not lie with Government but with the people. 

Sir, allow me here to digress into what might appear to be an 
■extraneous matter hut what is, in my opinion, a vitally iinj)ortant issue. 
For any scheme of broad-based national reconstruction the most 
important force is public opinion. A nation must ultimately respond 
to the trends of [x>pular opinion. This is where the importance of 
educating fuipulnr opinion is obvious. Tf we fritter away our energies 
in a profitless and unnecessarily carping criticism of the existing order 
of things it in !io way ensures progress, (hiticism is by no means an 
antithesis to co-oj)eration. What is necessary is the desire to find the 
greatest roinnion factor of national pros|xuity. The chief rofiuisite 
is co-operation—not abject submission to an imposed system hut an 
intelligent participation in a common and great ideal. Viewed from 
this angle there would ap|M*ar to l>e very little difference l)€*twpen the 
crt*ed of one party and the principles of another. After all, all 
political parties must ultimatelv 1 m‘ based on the principles of national 
advancement. And reduced to fundamentals national advancement must 
hinge around certain broad issues. What political party does not 
aspire to improve the lot of the poorer masses, to lift the poor cultivator 
out of his tragic fatalism into a livelier and l)el1er appreciation of bis 
opportunities, to infuse the ray of hope where there now broods the 
darkness of <lespnir? If all parties have this in common, I venture to 
hope that, whatever our individual dogmas or creeds, we can make a 
common cause of humanity. 

With these remarks. Sir. I beg to present the Budget Estimates for 
the year 10dvS-fl9. 

I thank the members of this House for the patient bearing that ttiey 
have given me. (Cheers from Ministerial Benches.) 

(Cries of “Baude Matarain’" from Congress Benches.) 
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APPENDIX I. 

SumMiy «( IlHXMial PMition af the CftvariHMirt vf iMgil ill 1 tt 7 > 8 S 
* aiid 198 M 9 . 


[Figures are in thousands.} 

Rtetipti. 




Revised, 

Budget. 



1937 38. 

1938.30. 


Rs. 

Us. 

Rs. 

Opening Balance 

97,78 

1,05,77 

1.1K),84* 

Revenue Receipts 

12,55,03 

13.42,50 

13,12,73 

Capital Receipts 




Receipts from Debt, Deposits, etc. 

9.98,48 

15,46,74 

10.72.1*6 


23,51,29 

29,95,01 

31,76,53 


Exptnditurs. 




Revenue Expenditure . . 

12,21,05 

12,00,74 

13.24,27 

Capital Expenditure 

12,30 

5 

- 2,98 

Expenditure on Debt, Deposits, etc. 

9,79,98 

15,97,38 

10.80.2(1 

Closing Balance 

1.37,96 

1,90,84* 

1.74.98* 


23,51.29 

29.95,01 

31,70,53 

Nft RMUlt 




Surpltis-b 1 

VOn revenue account 

Deficit — J 

-f 33,98 

+ 1,35,76 

-11,54 

Surplus + T 

V Outside revenue account 

Deficit - J 

+ 6,20 

-60,69 

-4,32 

rSurplus^ I 

Total 4 ^Excluding opening balance 

L Deficit- J 

+ 40,18 

+ 85,07 

- 15,86 


•Exetode^- 

(o) 33,53 on aoootmi of aoonritiM of the Official Aosignae. 
<5) 1,00 for aeoaritiet of tlie Stoom Boilar Fuad. 

(e) 70,00 <« account of investment in Treosu iy Bills. 
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APPENDIX II. 

lUtamMt tbowing the (Ustribution of inoroaaod oxpomXturo 
in 19M.30. 

[Figures are in thousands.] 



Revised, 

1937-38. 

Budget, 

1938-39. 

Increase. 


Re. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Forest 

15,44 

17.16 

1,72 

Irrigation 

13,62 

20,86 

7,24 

Debt Conciliation 

12,48 

24,63 

12,15 

Police 

2,24,48 

2,25,65 

1,07 

Education — Cencral 

1.26,06 

1,42,66 

16,60 

Me<licnl 

52.56 

58.92 

6.36 

Public Health 

32,79 

46,71 

13,92 

Agriculture 

11,59 

16,27 

4,68 

Co-operation 

12,35 

14,74 

2,39 

InduMtries 

10,18 

20,64 

4,46 

Civil Works 

1,25,30 

1,46,75 

21,45 

Superannuation allowancos and [Humiuns 

92,65 

9o,83 

3,16 

Commutation of pensions 

9,06 

11,00 

1,94 

Rocniitment of a larger numl>er of Bengal Civd 
ce and Bengal Junior Civil Service 
Officers 


1,00 

1,00 

Reorganisation of the establishments of 
Commissioners’ Oflices, District and Snb- 
divisional Othoes 


1,12 

1,12 

Reorganisation of the Legisittive Assembly and 
the Legislative Council Departments 


47 

47 

Appointment of a Director of Rural Reoonstmo- 
tVm and a Special Officer for unemployment 


48 

46 




1.00,23 
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[Figure* are in thousands.] 



Maximum yield. 

Minimum yield. 

Estimated 

Heads of Revenue. 

^ Sinw 1021-22. 

Since 1921-22. 

yield in 
1037-38. 


Rs. 

1 

Rs. 


Its. 

1. Share of the Central 
Export Duty on Jute 

2,59,12 

1929-30 

1.50,W 

1921-22 

2,56,50 

2. Judicial Stamps (Court 
fees including Probate and 
Succession fees) 

2,93,02 

1929-30 

1.00.53 

1 

1922-23 

2,00,80 

3. Excise (on alcohol and 
drugs) 

2.28,56 

1025-26 

i 

1.34.81 1 

193.3-34 

I.54,(H> 

4. Non -Judicial Stamps 

1,37,85 1 

1025-20 

71,40 

1932-33 

95.40 

3. Registration fees 

40.17 

1027-28 

18,47 

1932-33 

24,00 

6. Entertainment and 

Betting Tax 

2.1,73 

1023-24 

11.22 1 

1933-31 

17,80 

Total 

9,82.45 

1 

5,85,43 j 

i 

I 

7,57,50 


1. Land Revenue, which oofouTitw for one quart or of th<* I revenue of 13 rroree, 

is omitted liecaum^ it differs from other hoada of revenue in lieing haarMl <*n a 
more or loss fixed rexenue demand which, if not paid wfion due, in generally 
paid in arrear. 

2. In the case of the Central Kxjxirt Duty on jute, the figun's n-preuent what thm 

province would have got if tlie order* whic h now entitle her to (12 J |*er cent, 
of the net proceeds of the duly on jute protluml III Hengal had in force 

throughout. 

3. Roecipts in reajrect of Khxrtricity and Motor Vehicle** are omitted Ux:au*e tlioae 

are taxes on expanding luxuries wliose re*f*oruie to had times is not likely 
to consist of a falling off in jiresinit yield. ^ 

4. Receipts on account of Income-tax (27 j lakhs in 1037-38) an* omitted because 

our receipts under this liead during the first 5 years of fli© present constitu- 
tion will depend upon a complicated formula and Uh’buim* (lie data for 
calculating wrhat tliat formula would have yic}di*d liatl it laien in force 
throughout an* not available. 
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CompftrativB lUttfiiant showing exponditiire on tho Logisislivo Bodiss 
More and after the 1st April, '1937. 

(Figures Are in thooiands.) 

1S3S-37. 

Bengal Legislative Council. 


President and Deputy President 
Secretary and Assistant Secretary 
Members 

17 Clerks and reporters 
21 Servants 

Temporary Establishment 
Travelling allowance 
House rent allowance 
Contingencies 


1S37-3S 

Bengal Legislative Assembly. 

Rs. 


S|)eakor and Deputy Sjieakor . . 30 

si^retary and Assistant Secretary 13 

Members 

22 Clerks and reporters . . 30 

10 Servants . . 5 

Temporary establishment 
Lump {iruvudon fur extra staff . . H 
Travelling allowance .. 

House rent allowance . . 1 

Contingencies . • 25 


2,64 

Total for l)oth Houses of Legislature 

1131-31 


Ra. 

.41 

.... .0 

! ! . ! 30 

4 

! ! . *. 42 

... ..1 

24 

1,51 

(BMigH). 

I Bengal Legislative Council. 

Rs. 


President and Dejmty President 18 
Secretary {Part-time) and Assist- 
ant Secretary . . 5 

Members 

5 Clerks and reporters . . 3 

7 Servants . . 1 

Tem[>orary Establisliment 

TravolLing allowance . . 20 

House rent allowance 

Contingencies . . 3 


i 50 

(MgN). 


Bengal Legislalit'e Assembly. ' 

Stieakor and Deputy Speaker 

Rs. 

27 

Bengal Legislative Council. 

President and Deputy l^resident 

Rs. 

26 

Swretary, two Ajuustaiit Secretaries 
and Registrar 

2» 

Secretary, Assistant Secretary 
and Registrar 

26 

Members 

4,28 

Members 

1.11 

42 t'lerks and reporters 

52 

15 Clerks 

10 

35 Servants 

8 

16 Servants 

3 

TemiHirary Establisliment 

2 

Temporary Establishment 


Travelling allowance 

5,00 

Travelling allowance 

63 

House rent allowance 

1 

House rent allowance 

1 

Hill allowance 

1 

Hill allowance 

1 

Contingencies 

39 

Contingencies 

4 


10,87 


2,46 

Total for both Houses of Legishdure 


13,32 



The above atatement doea not take into aoeoont inoreaaea in other direotiona anch aa 
the increase in the Freee Budget owing to the larger vedome of printing required. 
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Dr. NitLINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, before you 
adjourn the proceedinjjs of the day, may I request you kindly to ascer- 
tain the rims of this House as to the desirability of allowing more time 
for the budget discussions tihau was possible last time. It appears 
that we are due to meet at 4-45 p.m. every day, and it is our practice 
to carry on till 7-30 p.m., normally and sometimes to 
8 p.m., but in view of the present state of affairs, 
if it is not possible for us to meet beyond 8 p.m., will you consider the 
desirability of this House meeting a little earlier, say, at 3-30 p.m. or 
4 p.m., instead of at 4-45 p.m., as at present. 

Mfi SPEAKER; So far as that point is concerned, I think it is too 
late now to ascertain the views <>i members. I projwse to consult the 
leaders of the different groups on Monday next, and if they consider 
it desirahle to extend the time 1 should he quite prepared to give 
my attention to it. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Would it not be better to consult 
the House now, because it you were to consult the House on Monday 
one day would he gone!'' 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I am afraid that it is not pos.sible to consult the 
House this evening. It cannot be helped. 

I have just to say one word m<>re. (’opies of the budget speech and 
relevant papers are out.side the Chamber at different places, and eight 
clerks have l>eeii placed in charge tor the purjKJSt* of distributing them 
to members, and memliers will kindly take their copies from them. 

I shall now adjourn the House. 

Adjournmant. 

The House was then adjoin necl till 4-45 p.m. on Monday, the 
21st day of February 1938, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedingf of the Bengal Legiflative Attembb 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Thk Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Monday, 
the 21st February at 4-45 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. Azizul Haqce c.i.e.) 
in the Chair, 11 Hon’ble Ministers and 2U1 members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Monthly allowances to detenus. 

*38. Mr. DHIREHDRA NATH DATTA: {a} Will the Hon hie 

Minister in rharjt:e of tlie Home (Special) Department be pleased to 
«tate of the 1,100 detenus released how many of them applied for 
monthly allowances of Its. 15 as declared in the Government 
communique. 

(5) How many of those who applied for allowances have been granted 
the allowances applied for? 

(c) What are the reasons for disallowing the allowances in cases 
of other applicants? 

{(I) How many of the detenus coming from the district of Tippera 
released recently applit*d for allowances of Rs. 15? 

(c) How many of them have been granted allowances applied for? 

MINISTER in charge of tho HOME (SPECIAL) DEPARTMENT 
<tha Hon’blo Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin): In the cases referred to the 

Allowance is tdttninable on application to the District Magistrate of the 
district in which the individual has elected to reside, or to the Deputy 
•Commissioner, Special Branch, Calcutta, if he elects to reside in Calcutta, 
and no imlividual orders from Government are necessary. For this 
reason the statistical information asked for is not readily available, and 
its collection would entail so much time, labour, and expense that 
Government regrets that it is not prepared to undertake the task. 
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Mw NACENORA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state if any complaint has been received from any released 
detenu that he has not received his allowance P 

Th^ Hon'blt Khwija Sir NAZIMUDDINs A very large number. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA; Does tbe Ilonhle Miniater 
think that the information with regard to {d) could not be obtained 
even in respect of one district y 

The Hon’ble Khiviji Sir NAZIMUDDIN: But with it items (6), 
(c) and (e) were also involved. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Has the Hon'ble Minister 
enquired from the District Magi.strute of Tippera as to how many detenus 
applied for alhiwance? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No. in view of the answer 

that ha*' been given. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH SISWAS: Will the Hoirble Minister be 
pleased to enquire wlietlier it i^ not a fart that the laditical prisoners and 
detenus numbering 1,100 .since released have not ail got their allowance 
iir spite of repeated applicutionny 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It is quite pt>ssible that 
some of them inav not have got it. 1 do not claim that all of them 
have received their allowance. The> have been asked to make appli- 
cations. Some of these applications are being investigated and unless 
there are rea.sons for not granting an allowance, every one will get the 
allowance. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Is the Him ble Minister awarre 
that several applications were submitt«<l 1).\ detenun to the Distnct 
Magistrate of Faridpur for allowance and that though these applications 
were sent two months ago, the> liave not got aii\ allowance ? 

Th« Hon’bie Khwaji Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It is quite possible that a 
large number of cases is {)ending, because investigation jukes a Htila 
time. But if any particular case is brought to my m»tice, 1 shall 
certainly lo(»k into it. 

Mr. SURENDRA MATH BISWAS: Will the Hon'hle Minister l>e 
pleas^ to state whether it was not the intentioii ol Government to give 
5 
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immediate relief to iliette released detnas so that after release ^hey sHiglit 
carry on with these allowances? 


Tht Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Certainly, with that end 
in view this allowance was sanctioned. But there must be some 
procedure and method to be followed and the case of 1,100 detenus is 
not an easy task. 


Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Does not the Hon ble Minister 
consider it a hardship on the detenus if they do not get the allowance 
for two months? 


Mr. 8PEAKER: It is a matter of opinion. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Is it possible tor the Hon ble 
Minister to give us some idea of the time, labour and expenses that w'ould 
be required tor the collection of this information? 


Tha Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN; No. 

Employeea in the Agricultural Department of Khulna. 

*40. Babu PATIRAM ROY. Will the Hon'ble Minister in charge 
of the Agriculture and Imlustries Department he pleased to lay on fhe 
table a statement showing — 

(a) the number of einplo^i^es (rank by rank) at ])resent serving in 

the Agricultural Department of Khulna; 

(b) the total number of employees (grade by grade) from the 

Scheduled Castes or the cultivating class; 

(c) the notable schemes adopted by the department in 1937; 

(d) the amount (head by head) that was spent on those sehemes; 

and 

(c) the private or public organisations in the line in the district 

that were approved and inspected by the department? 

MINI8TER in charge of tha AGRICULTURE and INOU8TRIE8 
DEPARTMENT (tha Hon*bli Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of 
Dacca): (u)^ District Agricultural Officer — 1. and Demonstrators — 3 
(1 permanent^ and 2 temporary). 

(B) Two Demonstrators are from the cultivating class. 

(c) (i) Establishment of an Agricultural Institute at Daulatpur. 

(it) During 1936-37, 12 Union Botfd farms were organised. 
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(S) TJvMer (i) above tbe estimated expenditure amounts to 
Us. 2,25,458 and under (ti) above Hs. 2,244. 

(e) (t) 12 private farms. 

(«) One paddy seed farm. 

(til) 12 stud bulls. 


The department also partieipated in the Exhibition held during 
1936-37 at Nawapara, Ba^^erhat subdivision. 

Mr. 8YEO JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: With regard to answer 
(b), will the Hori’ble Minister be pleased to explain the term 
‘‘cultivatinjr class” Does it include the Mo.slemsP 


The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABiBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooas 

All clas.ses incliKling Moslenis. scheduled (‘aste.s, etc. 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: Will the Hon'bic Ministci be 
pleased to state how inan\ (d those were Mifslemsy 

The Hon’bie Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I want notice. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Bon hie Minister be 
pleased to state the names of the <listrict.s to which these 12 union 
board farms beloni^y 

The Hon’bie Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

In Khulna. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: How many unions are there in 
Bengal? 

Mr. BREAKER: That question does not arise. 

Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: 'With reference to answer (r» (/i/, 
will the Hoii’ble Minister be pleased to state w'hether tbe 12 union 
boards that were organised were organised at Government cost or 
with money from the union board fund? 

Tho Hon’bie Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahidiif« of Oaooif 

I want notice. 

Or. H. C. MUKHiRdlS With regard to answer (3}, how much 
of the aum of Rs. 2,25,458 baa been actually spent? 
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- TIm Hofi'bis Niwab Kiiwaja HABISULLAH BaliMhirt^ HAaa: 

I want notice. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD iSRAILs With refer^ce to answer (e) (u), 
will the Hon ’hie Mini.ster be pleased to state the name of the seed 
fann and where it has been established ? 

Tha Hon'bla Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daoea: 

1 want notice. 

Muslim Veterinary Impectors and Assistant Directors. 

Ml. Khan Bahadur MaiHvi dALALUDDIN AHMAD: (a) Will 

the Hon’blo Minister in churp-e of the Affriculturei and Industries 
Department be jdeased to state — 

(i) the number of Muslim Veterinary Insi>eetors and Assistant 

Directors af^ainst their total strength under his department; 
and 

(ii) whether there is any (ioveinment circular on the proportion 

of Muslims to be emplosed in the department? 

ih) If so, is it in contemplation to fill up the next vacancy of 
Assistant Director by a senior Muslim Veteiinaiy InsiK'ctor? 

The Hon’blo Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

(a) if) There are 18 Ins|)ector8, 5 of whom are Muslims. There are 

2 Assistant Directors. Neither is a Muslim at present. 

(//) As regards subordinat(‘ and clerical services under the depart- 
iiient—Yes. As ivgards the Provincial Veterii»ary Sei vices, the matter 
is under cohsideratioii. 

(h) The |K>.st of As.si.stant Direitoi is in the I^ower Provincial 
Veterinniy Service and the rules f>rescrilM» re< ruitment either by pro- 
motion fitun the grade of liisiuntoi or b> direct recruitment. It has 
not beeji decided how the next vacancy will be fille<l. 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will the HonTde Minister be 
pleased to state whether one of the Assistant Directors has been 
granted extension? 

Tho Hon'Jilf Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daoea: 

I want wotice. 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether an Assistant Director is going to retire very 
•oonF 
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Tbt Htn’lito Nawab Kliwaja HAiilULLAN taiiadiir, tf Dams 

Yefl. 

AI-HaJ Maulana Dk 8ANAULLAH: Will the Hon'bie MiniHter be 

pleased to state whether he is pi-epared to appoint a duly qualified 
Muslim in the next vacancy in view of the paueity of Muslims in 
the Department? 

The Hofi’bla Nawab Khwa|a HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

I have always said that in these appointments efficiency is absolutely 
essential, and if there is a (lualified Moslem candidate for the post, he 
will be appointed. 

Mr. SHAH ABDUR RAUF: What is the necessary qualification 
for an Assistant Director? 

The Hon’bie Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

He must be an M.K.C.V.S. 


General Election of Local Boards in Midnapore. 

•42. Mr. HARENDRA DOLUl: Will the ITon'ble Minister in 
charge of the Public Tletill!i and Selt-Doverniuent Department l>e 

pleased t(» state when the (leneial Fdection (»f laaal Hoards in the din. 
trict of Midnapore will take place? 

MINISTER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bie Mr. Syed Nausher AM): 

The District Magistrate has n(»t yet fixed the date of the election. 

Mr. PROMATHA RANilAN THAKUR; (Generally the District 
Magistrate makes awful delay in fixing the dates of these Local Hoard 
elections. What is tlie reason? 

The Hon’bie Mr. SYED NAUSHER ALI: (ienemlly? I do not 
accept the statement to be correct. 

Mr. SYED 4ALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Will the Hon’bie Minuter 
b© pleased to tell us the approximate date when the election may be 
fixed by the District Magistrate? 

Th. Hoil’W.>Mr. tYEO NAUSHER ALI: Th« term nf t)ie Lod 
Bowrd will cxpir. on the 12th Auirurt 19'38 *nd th* term 'of th. 
District Board will expire on the 9th January 1939. 
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Mittivi TAMIZUDDIN KHANs Will the Eoii1>l6 Ministlr be 
pleased to state whether Government is contemplating? consulting the 
Disti’ict Board regarding the abolition of Local Boards in the district 
of Midnapore? ‘ 

Mr. SPEAKER: That ciuestion hardly arises. 

Mautvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: May I submit, Sir, that the 
question of re-election to the Local Boards has arisen, and my point 
is that whether these elections are contemplated to be held or it is the 
intention of Government to abolish Local Boards. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The first part is all right, but not the second 
part. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Are we to understand 
that the election lo the Local Boaid in that particular district will 
be held in the >eur UHO in view of tin* answer given In the lion’ble 
Minister!^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8YED NAU8HER All: I do not quite 
understand how that inference is ])ossibh‘. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU : In view ol tlie answer given 
by the Minister us regards the expiry oi tlie term in Auj»ust, has the 
Government issued any directioii to the Distiict Magistiate tor fixing 
the date earlier? 

The Hon’bto Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: It is not necessary for 
the Government to issue any direction to the District Magistrate. 


Leave of process-servers. 

*43. Mauivi MUHAMMAD IBRAHIM: Will the Uou’ble Minister 
in charge of the la^gislativo and Judicial Department Ik? pleased lo 
fltato— 

(а) whether a pim^es.N-server is entitled under the service rules to 

get leave with jmy on any ground ; and 

(б) wJuMhor the Government are aware — 

(i) that two MuNKalmaii process-servers applied lo the Dis- 
tri(‘t Judge, Noakhali, for leave with pay to j>erfonn 
their Hod) pilgrimage this year; and 
(i») btit that they were refused such leave and pressed to 
•ubiuii npidication for leave without pay ; and 
(o) if the answer to (h) is in the affirmative, do the Government 
contemplate taking any step to redress such grievances P 
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MIHItTER in chargn of tho LECItLATIVE omi JUOI8IAL 
DEPARTMENT (tho Hon*blo Nawab Musharruff Hoauin, Khan 
Bahailur)s (a) Yes, if leave is due to him. 

ih) One process-sen'er only applied for leave on full jiay for six 
months to proceed on Hadj pilgriinajre. His application was refu8e<l as 
such leave was not due. lie applied ajrnin for four months for any 
kind of leave if due and he was allowed leave for four inonlhs on half 
average pay to which he was entitled. 

(c) Does not arise. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which answers were laid on the table) 

Union Board Elections. 

13. Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJI: Will the Iloiride Minister in charge 
of the liocal Sc|j-(i<n criiuicnt Deparlincnt he pleu.s<*d to state — 

irt) whcthi'i it Is a fact that rnion Itimrd eiectioii'i were due in 
How fall and of her disfiicts in the hegiuning of January, 
llf-hS; 

ih) whether ele<tio!is hase l»c<‘n [Mcstpoiied suddenly; 

Id wliy have the election'* In'en po‘*tponed; 

((h have Go\ernnient c(»Ti>idcred the (piestion that the po8ti>onemenl 
will not cause ineonvenieiu (* to the peasants; and 

{e) when will the elections take place? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: (a) Ah far as Govern- 
ment are aware, the general election of I uion Ihranls was due to lie 
held in the Howrah di^'frict and the Sadar subdivision of Tippera in 
January, H)d8. and in the Maldn district between January, and 

February, 19.‘{8. 

(h) Yes, in December, ]9d7. 

(r) Owing to contemplated amendment of the liengal Village Self- 
Government Act. 

(ii\ and (ei The order has since In^en cancelled. 

Mr. DHIRENORA MATH OATTA: Will the !?onn>le MinisUr 
be pleased to state with reference to answer (d), why the order has been 
cancelled P 
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Thi Hon’Mi Mr. lYEO NAUSMER ALI: I frankMconfe^s it 
was due to a miscalculation on my part that the previous order was 
issued. 


Mr. EYED ilALALUODIN HA8HEMY: With reference to 
answer (c), will the Hoii’ble Minister kindly tell us whether it is 
under the contemplation of the (iovernment to amend the Villas:e Self- 
Government Act in this session? 

Tha Hoil’bla Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: Some minor amend- 
ments may be introduced. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CH08E: Will the llon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the election was postponed in accordance with 
the instructions of the Minister himself? 

Tha Hofl'ble Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: Yes, it was an order 
under my instructions. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Will the Hon ble 

Minister be please<l t<i tell us w’hether it is under tlie contemplation 
of the Government to do away wutli tlie system oi nomination hy the 
Bill to be introduced umendinfr the Villa^’e Self-Government Act? 

Tha Hon’bte Mr. 8YED NAUSHER ALI: The (imstion of aboli- 
tion of nominatloti is under the consideiution ot trovernmeut, but if 
any Bill is introduced this session that matter will n(»( be in lliat 
amending Bill. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Will the Hon ble Minister 
please tell us the reason why that particular amendment will mtt be 
included in the propo.sed amendment of the Village Self-Government 
Act? 

Thi Hoil*bM Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: The reason is perhaps 
obvious to many. I want to have a Bill through this House with 
regard to certain working ditficulties, and also to remove certain 
atiomalies which experience has shown in the working of the Village 
Self-Government Act, But so far as the abolition of nomination is 
concerned, that is a controversial subject, and that i.s why if cannot 
be introduced this session, 

Mr. ATUL KRISMIIA GHOSEx The Hoa’ble Minister is perhaps 
•ware of the fact that Mr. Sukumar Dutia has already put forward an 
amendment for the abolition of nominations and in view of the opinions 
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that*hc ci^ulated in different centres, and in view of, the opinion we* 
have received, is he goinff to consider — 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is not a question, that is a request for action. 

Mr. 8YE0 dALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Wil) the Hon hie Minister 
please tell us whether it is the unanimous opinion of the Members of 
this House and Members of the Union Boards generally to do away 
with the system of nomination? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is too vague. 

Miulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: AVill the Hon’ble Minister be- 
pleased to state whether under the amending Bill of the Village Self- 
Government Art, llie Government rontemplate to give the right of 
appointing Chowkidars and Duffadars to the Unions? 

Thi Hon’ble Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: Sir, 1 have already stated 
that what is intended is to remove certain working dithculties ami no 
controversial subject is likel.\ to be brought in in any amemlment that 
can possibly be brought in in this session of the Assembly. 


Amendment of Bengal Village 8elf-Govemment Act. 

14. Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJI: Will the ITon’ble Minister id 
cliargt* of (he bocal Sclf-Govei niiient Department Ik* pleased to state 
whether the Government will (‘onsider the desirability of amending the 
Bengal Village Self-Government Act, 1(119, introducing the lollowing 
in the Union Boards: — 

(fl) abolition of the system ol noininati<in ; 

{If) granting of universal adult suffrage; 

(r) introduction of the sy.stem of voting by Ballot; 

(</) formation of single seat <-onstituencies; 

(e) conceding the right of voters to recall their reprefientatives; 

(/) expenses, pay and dress of the chouhidars and dafadan to bo 
paid by the Government; and 

{ff} conceding the right to Union Boards to appoint chowkid^rt 
and dafadart? 

rh$ HofPbM Ifr. BYEO NAUSHER AI.I: (a) to (d) TU matters aro 
under the consideration of Government. 

(•) to (g) Ka. 
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Iliulwi ABOL HASHIMS With reference to anweer (/), will 
Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state whether the GoTernment deciaior 
to the effect that expenses, pay and dress of the Chowkidars and 
Duffadars will not be paid by the Government, is final, or is it under 
the contemplation of the Government to reconsider this question 
before police estimate is put to vote during the Budget session? 

The Hon’bU Mr. SYED HAU8HER ALI: The answer nowhere 
says that any decision has been arrived at by the Government. It 
only says that that matter has never been under the consideration of 
the Government at all. 

Extemee Babu 4amini Kanta Chakravarty, 

15. Mr, 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: (a) Is the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Home Department aware — 

(t) tliai Babii Jamiui Kania Chiikravarty, inhabitant of Chhay- 
gaon, police-station Bhedarganj, district Faridpur, was 
externed from Calcntta and suburbs in lfh‘14 for 25 years; 

(ii) tliat the said Jamini Kunta was carrying on busine.ss in Calcutta 
while he was externed and that his business has been ruined 
owing to his cxternment ; and 

{iit) that the said Jamini Kanta is in financial difficulty to maintain 
himself and his family? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what were his 
offences which led to his externmentP 

(c) Is it a fact that the said Jamini Kunta has petitioned to the 
Government for review and withdrawal of the said order of extern- 
inent P 

{d) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of with- 
drawing the order of extornmeiit in his present circumstances? 

The Hon'ble Khwi)a Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (oUi) Tes. 

{ii) and {lii) I have no information. 

(6) He wius dealt with under the Bengal Smuggling of Arms Act 
<VI of and the Judges who heard his case found him to be a 

smuggler of arms. 

(c) I have not seen any such petition. 

(d) No. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWASS Is the Hon’ble Minister awara 
that the maximum punishment under the Bengal Smuggling of Amu 
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Act*(VI ot 1934) is transportation for life, and is (Ke Hon’ble Minister 
aware that transportation for life nieau-s on calculation to be 20 years* 

Mr. SPEAKER: Tttat question does not arise. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon ble Minister 
please consider the hut that externineni for 25 yenrs under the Act 
does not st^ind to law*' 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I would like to know 
which portion of the question the fion'lde Member is refeniiiK to. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Answer to (i/). My question 
is, will the Ilon’ble Minister (H>nsnl«M the desirability of withdrawing 
the order of externment in his picsent rircumstance.s. to which the 
Hon’ble Minister says “No*’. M\ suppleineiiljirv (luestion is “does 
not the Hon'ble Minister consider the tact that externment for 25 years 
does not stand to law y 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN : For the ])resent, lliere is 
nothing to justify cancelling the oidei. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon l ie Minister 
please state whetlier he will kni(ll\ consider it in the mvir future!" 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: it all (b pends on the 
cin umstances ; I cannoi make* any .st4itement on that now. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the il<m ble Minister be 
phased to state wlielher he would kindly empiire into the fact tliat this 
Jamiui Kaiita (’hakra\aity who has been externed for 25 years is now 
almost starving with hi> famil\. Will be kindly empiire into this? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, Jamini Kanta 
Chakravarty never juxitesterl against the externineni order. Oti the 
other hand, he himself wanted U> go out of (’alciitta. He did not put 
up any defence and practically a<lmitted liis iharges before the Judges. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: In view of the fact of his 
having admitted his guilt, will the Ilon'ble Minister be plea.sed to 
cxinsider his ca.se more leniently? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: There are a large number 
of people and the principle must l»e applied to all in the tame manner, 
and this person has not been in externment for more than 4 or 6 years 
at the moment; so any question of permission will depend on oWum- 
•tanoes with regard to the general political situation and his behaviour. 
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liwpaotort, Auiiton and Suparviaon fn the Co-oparMive O^ti^ 

16t Mr. S. A. COMES. Will the Hon’ble lij^inister in charge of th< 
Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness Department be pleased i 
lay on the table a statement showing for the present time — 

(a) the total number employed in the department of (t) Inspectors 
(ii) Auditors and (iii) Supervisors; and 
(h) how many of them are (?) Caste Hindus, (ii) Scheduled Castes 
(in) Muslims and (tv) Indian Christians? 

MINISTER in charge of the CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT am 
RURAL INDEBTEDNESS DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Mukundl 

Behary Munich) : A statement is placed on tlie table. '* 


iSiatement referred to in the reply to unstarred question No. 16. 



('aste 

Hindus. 

Scheduled 

Castt'S. 

Muslims. 

Indian 

Christians. 

Others. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

Inspectors 84 

45 

2 

35 

Nil 

2 

Auditors 241 

120 

10 

103 

NU 

2 

Irrigation Super- 
visors hO 

8 

Nil 

2 

Nil 1 

NO 


These tigures are fur staff actually employed excluding the Inspector an< 
Auditor candidaU^s recently ret^ruite<l for training. 


Dr. H. C. MUKHERdI: Will the Hou’ble Minister be pleased to 
state the ivasona why Indian Chiistians aie unrepiesented ? Is it fo: 
want of suitable (|ualifie(l candidates? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK; These figurej 
represent only those who are actually employed in the services. Ii 
regard to the recniitment that has recently been made, the Indiai 
Christians are there. 


Mr. PROMATHA RAN JAN THAKUR: With reference to th< 
statement made by the Hon'ble Minister that two Inspectors and tei 
Auditors have been taken from the Scheduled Castas^ he be pleased 
to state how many applied for these posts P 
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Mr. SKAKER: That question does not arise here. 

Mr. ABOULLA-AL MAHMOOD: WiU the Hon*ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the Government considers the desirability of 
appointing more propaganda officers in these departments.*^ 

Mr. SPEAKERS That question does not arise. 

Dr. H. C. MUKHERdlS Will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased to 
etate how many Indian Christians luive been taken since this statement 
was prepared? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Well, so far 
as I remember two Indian Christian** have been selected for training — 
one as Inspector and one as Auditor. 

Dr. H. C. MUKHERJI. How many applied for these posts? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I am sorry, 
I must ask for notice. 

Mr, PROMATH A RANJAN THAKUR: Were then* not a sufficient 
number ol applicants from the Scheduled Castes for these posts? 


Mr, SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Will the Go vernmeut be pleased 
to state whether any propagamla officer was appointed for this 
<le[xirtmeut ? 


Mr, SPEAKER: Proiwganda officer is not the subject matter of 
the (juestion. 


Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Kelerring to item 5 of 
the answer, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state who are those 
^‘other.s” referred to besides the (-aste Hindus, Scheduled Castes, 
Muslims and Indian Christians? 


Tfm NsiPMi Mr. MUKUNDA BINARY MULLICK: I nigln the 
Buddhists and Paharis. 
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Judicial Officers in Noakhali. 

17. Mr. SHAH 8YED COLAM SARWAR HOSAINI: (a) Will the 

Hon'ble Minister in charge of the Judicial and Ixjgislative Department 
be pleased to state — 

(i) the'iinml>er of Judicial OtHceis in the district of Noakhali; and 

{ii) the numl)er of Hindu and Mussalman officers i^ those posts and 
the rank they hold? 

(h) If there is no Mussulman officers in those posts, will the Hon'ble 
Minister be jileased to state the reason thereof? 

The Hon’bie Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIH, Khan Bahadur: 

(a) (i) One District .ludge, 2 Sub-Judges and 10 Munsifs — 3 posted at 
Sudharain, 3 at Lakshinij>ur, 2 at Feni, 1 at Sandwip and 1 at Hatiya. 

{it) The Munsifs at Hatiya and Sanduip are the only two Mussal- 
mun Judicial Officers in Noakhali district and the rest are Hindus. 

Hi) Does not arise. 


8heristadar8 in Dacca civil oourts. 

18. Mauivi AULAD H088AIN KHAN: Will the lion hie Minister 
in charge of the Judi< iHl and I>*gislafive Department be pleased to lay 
on the table a sfateinent showing for tlie Dacca civil courts — 

(a) how many Slieristadars are there at present; 

(b) how many of tliem are Mussalmans; 

(c) has any of tliem l)e<*n promoted siijierseding the claims of 

Muliainniadan officers; and 

(d) if so, what is the reason? 

The Hon’blc Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

(<i) Seventeen. 

{h) One. 

(c) Government is not aware of such cases. 

(d) Does not arise. 

Hauivi IDRI8 AHMED MIA; Will the HonTde Minislei be 
pleased to state whether there is any proposal to fix the pei’centage of 
Muslims for these ppMs? 

TM Hon*blc NawalrilUBHARRUFF H08BAIN| KhiR BMiarfuri 

Not in such posts. 
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Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the Hoii’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reason why there is such a paucity in the posts of 
Muslim Sheristadars in Dacca? 


The Hon’bla Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Kfian Bahadurr 

After all, you know, these petiple are appointed by proinntfon if they 
are considered there is no (iirect recniitment. 


Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: Will the Hon’hle Minister be 
pleased to state whether he considers the desirability ot making an 
enquiry into the fact that the senior Muslim clerks have been superseded 
by the juniors in the matter of these promotions? 


The Hon’bie Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur! 

I want notice for a question like this, but I should rather tell rny friend 
in a general way. During the last one >eur J have seen improvemenU 
have been etfected in the matter of promotions also. 


Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: M\ «]uestion is, will the Ilon'ble 
Minister kindly consider the desirability of making an enquiry into the 
matter that several Muslim senior clerk.s have been superseded by tha 
junior Hindu clerks in the matter ot these promotions in tlie district of 
Dacca ? 


Tha Hon’bla Nawab MU8HARUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: If 

there be any representation it will come to me and 1 shall consider it. 


Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI: 1 would wish to ask you, Sir, 
if there was any matter of urgent public importance for the postponement 
of to-morrow’s meeting from 4-4'> p m. to p.m. 


Mr. BREAKER: Mr. (joswami, you know ver> well that the time 
is fixed by the (Governor, that is to say by the (ioveruor acting on the 
advice of his Ministers, and all 1 have to do is to receive the order from 
the (iovernor and to fix the time. So long as the present Standing 
Rules are there, 1 have got no power whatsoever to enter into the ques- 
tion of the reason os to why it is so. 

The Budget discussion is now open, and under the power vested in 
me, I would fix fifteen minutes for each speakeib Mr. Jogesli Cltandm 
Gupta will speak? 
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GENERAL DItCUMION OP THE lUOQET, fSSOJE. 

Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I carefuU^ 

listened to the excellent speech delivered by the Hon’ble the Finance 
Minister, and I have gone through the printed speech also very care- 
fully. I find, Sir, the statement is a curious mixture of lofty ideals 
and noble sentiments, and a sad failure to implement them into actual 
practice. Having been nursed on Congress ideals and having thrived 
amongst Congressmen, the Hon’ble Minister has not failed to appre- 
ciate the national needs and the national ideals, and even I find he 
mentions in his speech “the Congress ideals and Congress programme,” 
but, alas, being in a strange company, we find a distinct divorce from 
those ideals in his budget provisions. I will presently show from a 
htatemeiit that the budget is a glaring example of the widest divergence 
between i)rofession and practice. Before 1 do that I should also like to 
draw the attention of the House to the inconsistent statements that the 
Hon’ble Finance Minister has made in his admirable Budget Speech, 
^ou will find that when the Hon’ble Finance Minister intends to pre- 
pare and persuade the House in the matter of additional taxation for 
big irrigation proje<‘ts, there is a vivid and correct description of the 
real condition of the province in his speech. We find in his state- 
ment : “Expert opinion has pointed out that in most i)arts of Central 
and Western Bengal a continuous process of depopulation and 
deterioration of agriculture hu.s set in. The courses of rivers that 
materially contributed to the richness of the soil, health and wealth of 
the population have been deflected and most of them are to-day silted 
up. turning the neighbouring areas barren and uninhabitable. Marshes 
and fallows have taken the place of smiling fields and abodes of con- 
tented poi)ulution have turned into veritable jungles with tlie result 
that to-day disease and death stalk the land.” I need not continue 
further. But when the Hon’ble Minister wants to ignore the insistent 
and most reasonable demand for retrenchment in the top-heavy adminis- 
tration and Governmental expenditure, we find that he has given his 
lip sympathy for the demand, and he has in the end put forward con- 
trarv views to justify the shameless continuance of that heavy expendi- 
ture, ua> even more, to add to the already heavy expenditure a sum of 
two lakhs of rupees. Speaking about retrenchment the Hon’ble Minister 
has said: “This demand is only natural on the part of the represenU- 
ti^es ot the people on whose behalf it has always been maintained that 
the administrative machinery must he very economically and must be 
consistent with the means and eireumstames of the people and the 
country , and 1 fully share their anxiety for economy and simplification 
of the administrative system.” I find here that he responds to the 
popular demand, but, alas, it is only lip sympathy, because he goes on 
and ^ys: “A drastic adduction in expenditure by means of a *6eddes’ 
or Swan axe in time.s of acute economic crisis may be forced upon 
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Gowtniii«||t8 as a matter of sheer necessity, which overrules considera- 
tions that in normal times would be allowed to prevail’ and a^ain he 
goes on: *‘In examining any scheme of retrenchment to-day we should 
be guided by considerations relevant to normal times.” 

Sir, I have already read out the description of the country that he 
has given, with the remarks that disease and death stalk the land, but 
when considering the question of retrenchment he has conveniently 
forgotten the real condition of the country, and he has not hesitated to 
put forward that we are living in normal times, possibly amidst plenty, 
because be may judge others according to the standard of the Treasury 
Benches who possibly do not feel the piindi of poverty. Sir, these are 
the inconsistencies we find in his budget speech. If it was only an in- 
con>istent statement, 1 would not have worried this House, but wdiat do 
we find? We find that not only he has refused the demand for retrench- 
ment, but he has also added nearlv two lakhs of rupees of extra expen- 
diture to meet the inordinate demands of the Subdivisionul and District 
Officers. Where simplicution is called tor, where retrenchment is called 
for, the extra income tliut this province has been fortunate enough to 
get out of the income-tax fund and the jute tax have all been taken up 
in meeting the demands of Special Officers, deputations Special Com- 
mittees, and other things. 1 have tried to add them up together, and 
1 liope that I have not missed mHn,\ items. 1 find that (»n deputation of 
Special Officers to Denmark and to other foreign countries, training 
of propaganda officers for jute centres, jute restriction propaganda and 
such othei tilings, I find on the>e things that he has budgeted for nearly 

lakhs ot rupees. And while the cry i.n there to meet the needs of 
tht liungrN millions, he has only thought of — if J may say so without 
any disrespect — pampering to the already well-fed officers of Uoveru- 
meut and others who are waiting to receive Government patronage in 
the shape ot jobs. 

We further find, Sir, that he has budgeted for certain survey parties 
and Special Officers. On reading the budget speech, one alnMtet 
wonders whether members of this House have come here from fTm- 
buctoo or Honolulu or whether a Finance Minister ha.H been sent from 
over tbe British Isles for the first time to acquaint himself with the 
needs, requirements, pirivations of and starvation in thi.s country. Wbat 
do w’e need all these Special Officers for? Have we not already got 
sufficient intelligent men in the fiovernment departments who could be 
entiusted with this or that duty, if any census was necessary? Are we 
to suppose that these officers are such idiots that they cannot fmsiibly 
understand the complicated problems which face the diatricts and the 
rural areas? Why do we require the deputation expenses of all these 
Special Officers? 

Thinking about the Co-operative Departi^t, the Hon*ble Minister, 
1 suppose, being impressed with the rottennm of that department, has 
6 
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turned to the State of Denmark for better guidance, and ^ bas^said 
that he proposes to depute two officers to Denmark. I say if you want 
to study the difficulties and the problems of the Co-operative Depart- 
ment, let our officers study them in Indian environments. We all know 
that the Punjab co-operative credit system has been highly spoken of. 
If the Hon'ble Minister believes in the doctrine that Indian Philosophy 
is good when Max Muller has pronounced it to be good, I tell him that 
the Punjab co-operative credit system has been spoken of very highly 
by English authorities like Wolffe and American authorities Ifke Miss 
Hough and many others. So that if your require any knowledge, any 
added information regarding the successful working of the co-opera- 
tive credit, why send them to Denmark? After all, we know that in 
Denmark, what they have done well in is not the co-operative credit 
facilities, but it is the co-operative marketing facilities that they have 
excelled in or met with success of the intensive cultivation of small 
farms. We have also seen that the Hon’ble Finance Minister is pro- 
viding for training special education officers in foreign countries I 
should have expected that he would ask some of the Education Depart- 
ment heads to study the Indian schemes. There is the Wardha scheme 
which ought to be studied unless the present Bengal Ministry would 
like to set their face against it, because it is (‘onnected with the Con- 
gress. Similaily, I should think that the survey parties for which 
additional money has been provided ought to be available from amongst 
the Settlement Officers who are about to be thrown out of employment. 
I, therefore, say that in the matter of retrenchment the Hon’ble Finance 
Miniser has really been impervious to the popular demand and has 
made provisions which do not appeal to this side of the House, I men- 
tioned about the divergence between profession and practice. May I, 
Sir, draw the attention of the House to the words used by the Hon’ble 
Finance Minister. We find that he has said in inimitable 

language “ the necessity of viewing our problems against a human 

background and observed that our aim was to resurrect the average man 
who in predominantly agricultural country is the cultivator.” He then 
refers to the relief of rural indebtedness, spread of primary education, 
and the stimulation of prices of t\gricultural commodities. We find 
again he says — *‘To elevate society, to improve the human material, 
to rouse the masses to a sense of intolerance of their present ctmdition, 
in short to set the forces that make for progress in motion, is a duty 
that must finally devolve on society itself. We can but point to the 
road. If further taxation is necessary, we must be prepared courage- 
ously to impose . 

(Here the member reached his time-limit and was allowed two 
minutes to speak.) 

Now though he has mentioned this lofty ideal appeal on the pages 
of the budgetary statement, the only provision that he has made is with 
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regaA to tiese is surrey parties and the training of some special officers 
and additional officers. He has not formulated a bold and comprehen- 
sive scheme — ^well-planned scheme — which will attack the different 
problems wWch have got to be solved for a real reconstruction. And I 
assure him that if he wants to do that and if he wants to consult the 
Opposition, we are ready to give him suggestions, we are ready to help 
him with a comprehensive scheme which we will try to resurrect the 
man- which he wants and which will help him to revive the dying people 
of Bengal. 

But may I only conclude b}* reading his concluding paragraph : 
‘^Criticism is by no means an antithesis to co-operation. What is 
necessary is the desire to find the greatest common factor of national 
prosperity. The chief requisite is co-operation — “not abject submission 
to an imposed system,'* mark the words “not abject submission to an 
imposed system.” 1 wonder whether the inner consciousness of the 
Hon’ble the Finance Minister, that he had after all nnule an abject 
surrender to the imposed system and has not been able to divert from 
that path, has made him say this. With these words T appeal to the 
Hon’ble P’inance Minister to consider wliether he ought not to have a 
(‘omprehensive scheme instead of tinkering s<’heTnes and consequent 
useless expenditure. 

$if GEORGE CAMPBELL; Sir, we have once again to congratu- 
late the Hon’ble the Finance Minister on a satisfactory and well- 
presented budget. He described it as a deficit budget, but, I think, 
he would have had every justification for giving it a better title than 
that. Owing certainly to something in tlhc nature of windfalls, he 
has had a larger income than he allowed for in his previous 
budget, and, that being so, he is perfectly justified, I suggest, to 
budget for larger expenditure in the coming year than the estimated 
revenue would seem to allow, and that only for a very small sum— a 
comparatively small sum. One thing I am glad to notice and that 
is that he has not allowed for a revenue which has been derived, during 
the last three years, from what was described as emergency taxation. 
There is, in all places, too much of a tendency that once emergency 
taxation has been enforced for a certain period of time, to forget that 
this is emergency taxation and gradually to merge it into normal 
revenues. I hope, therefore, that the Hon’ble the Finance Minister 
has really taken this view and appreciates that when an emergency has 
passed, the emergency taxation should not be revived. 

I do not propose, at this stage, to take up in detail any of the 
varied items in this budget. This will arise on the different items as 
we go along and with the demands for grants. But I would finish hy 
saying that the Hon’ble the Finance Minister, as he himself admitted, 
has had a considerable amount of luck, in addition to the hard work 
he has himself put in. And I think a man is just as much to be 
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^ngratulated on being Inoky in this world as for hard wofk. Ih fact 
an actual practice we find a man being more congratulated for being 
iucky than for working hard, and that being so, I am glad to congra- 
tulate the Hon’ble the Finance Minister on 'the luck he has had in 
finance, and 1 hope that that good luck will continue to supplement 
and to reward the hard labour which, we all know, he is putting in 
in the great work he is doing in his department and the care and 
trouble he gives to the preparation of the budget and the manner 
in which he presents it to us. 


Mri ABDUL HAKEEM: The Hon’ble the Finance Minister has 
presented the fbudget for 1938-39. I remember that on the last occa^ 
sion in presenting the budget for 1937-38 he called up some of the 
mighty minds of the preceding generations and built up ^^dloudy 
symbols of a high romance** about the peasantry of Bengal. This time 
the budget that has been presented by him is free from dreams and 
fantasies to a great extent. He has no doubt taken cognizance of 
the ‘Apathetic figure behind the plough” — the man who according to 
him in a predominantly agricultural country like ours is called a culti- 
vator but after all what is the budget and what is the provision made 
therein for the amelioration of the cxjudition of that “pathetic figure**. 
I am told that this is an occasion on whiih we have got to give our 
l)enediction to tllie Finance Minister. 

Thi HOfi'ble Mr. NALINI RANdAN BARKER: Not at all--Curse. 


Mr. ABDUL HAKEEM: He is indeed entitled to our sincerest 
congratulation. Not onily the Hbirble Finance Minister but his col- 
leagues also are entitled to their due share of the congratulation. Not 
only that, 1 go further. Some of the hon’ble members of this House 
who placed before the Cabinet constructive suggestions in the light of 
which the Hon’ble the Finance Minister had to act are also entitled 
to some share of congratulation. With a thrill of exceeding joy I 
read a certain |M)riion of his budget speech. He has said that the 
police budget shows a saving of over three Hakhs owing to retrenchment ; 
more than two lakhs under “Jail” owing to the closure of the Deoli 
Jail and the general decrease in jail population. The release of detenus 
accounts for a reduction of nearly two lakhs. This is a piece of exceed- 
ingly happy news to all of us. These youths, who, right or wrong, 
ffdt unhappy under an alien rule, under a foreign domination, became 
victims to dreams of their own and impulses of their environment and 
Bufferred the consequences of their course of action. 

Dr. NALINAKilHA BANYAL: Talk to your eleven Miniaters. 

Mr. ABDUL HAKEEM: Let them feel that eleven illiiBtrioiiB eont 
of Bengal are now the architeots of our destiny and under aueh happy 
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auspkes, tiUy will be in their element to shape their manhood anew 
and help forward the restoration of mankind. That being the position,^ 
a great amount of congratulation must go to the Hon’ble the Finance 
Minister. Leaving that question there, if we proceed to consider thw 
question of outstanding importance, namely, the question of the 
‘Apathetic figure behind the plough”, how far has the high priest of 
that “pathetic figure” made provision in the budget for their amelio- 
ration. Before me my hon’ble friend Mr. Gupta in a way all his own 
pointed out the necessary elements in the budget speech which would 
go to show that practicallly nothing has been done for those poor people. 
WHiat is a great surprise to me is tlie provision for a Pardah College 
mentioned in the budget speech. I feel 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Are you opposing it? 

Mr. ABDUL HAKEEM: I fail to understand what the Pardah 
College means. As a Muslim, I know the eolhxpiinl and technical 
meanings of the word “pardair’, but 1 sec, a ^^uslim la»ly of iho 
highest rank represented Indian women in the Round Table Confer- 
ence and there Mr. McDonald himself paid an ehHpienl com]>liment to 
her for her silver-tongued oratory. Coming nearer homt*. we see the 
ladies of the harem (‘oming out to participate in the deliberations of 
the liCgislative Assembly and oi the Legislative Council. Hero wo sec 
that Muslim ladies liavo taken tlie Advocate’s gown and are actually 
arguing their cvase.s before Their la^rdships in the ( alculta High Court, 
Muslim ladies have been api>oiiited to sit as honorary Magistrates, and 
as memb('rs of educational instit\iti(m.s. One of our hon ble sisters, 
a meml>er of the Legislature, coming from the noblest family of 
Bengal, has been plac'ed (»n the Panel of (diairmen of this august 
Assembly to give us guidance and conduct the deliberations of this 
House whenever occasion arises. If that be the exact picture of our 
society, I do not understand what advantage is there in establishing 
a Purdab College. Is it open to the Muslims only? or is it open to all? 
If it is open to all, I do not see that there is any general cry for an 
addition to the existing numl>er of Ccdleges for girls and there is still 
accommodation for girls in those places. Five laldis of rupees would 
be initiallly spent for the purpose of the building of that proposed 
college. Now, hungry millions are there who are actually decaying 
in the district. Tliey go unfed and without clothing. They live in 
huts which have no protection against rain. 'Hiese people are there 
and they sent their champion, the Ilon’ble Mr. Faxlul Huq on an 
expedition to win the “golden fleece. 

Here is the Hon’hle Chief Minister making use of that “Golden 
Fleece” in that .way. Whenever the question of the introduction of 
compulaory and free piimary education cornea up before the House, the 
lATariable and inevitable answer is paucity of funds, but here we art 
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spending 5 lakhs and we shall have to spend many lakhs nfbre foV the 
purpose of the up-keep of that college. I do not know who has 
introduced this fantastic idea in the Finance Minister’s mind. Sir, 
statistics will show that there are only 30 Muslim girls reading all over 
the province in Intermediate Colleges, and Calcutta may claim only 
half a dozen of that number. Sir, for half a dozen girls a college is 
going to be established. It is high time for Mr. Fazlul Huq to stop; 
it is time we cried a halt. Now, Sir, it is a pity that we the Muslim 
legislators of this House — (interruption) Yes, I claim to speak for 
myself and I am not afraid of speaking out my own views. 
(Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal: Then you are a Prahlad). 

The next thing is the question of the construction of a separate 
building for the members of the Legislative Council — a dream in marble 
no douhl. I would like to tell the hon’ble members of this side of the 
House thal the splendour of this House is the measure of the poverty 
of our people. Sir, what good sojourning in this House of pomp and 
splendour, what good listening to the harangues that drop from the 
lips of the thunderers of this House, what good commanding the 
applause of listening senators, what good “scattering plenty over a 
smiling land” if when we go hoim* back we are confronted with the 
prevalence of distress amongst millions of our men. The children of 
the hungry millions w'ill not come up to Calc utta to study in the 
proposed college, they will not come up to Calcutta to sit in soft luxury, 
in the cool atmosphere of the proposed coumdl building. Our hoary- 
headed senators, our Elders may have that lux\iry. It is only a tiny 
inconvenience to them — a petty inconvenience to them — a fastidiousness 
for them, but it is death to millions of our countrymen. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Hakeem, I hope that in your remarks about 
the members of the other House you should he particularly careful not 
to make any remarks which are in the nature, directly or indirectly 
of a reHection on them. You can discuss but cannot make any such 
remark?* on them. 

Mr. ABDUL HAKEEM: Very well, Sir, I obey you. The Finance 
Minister towards the close of his budget speech, while speaking against 
individual aggrandisement at the cost of the national cause asked us 
to read the hand-writing on the wall. I would ask the Hon’ble 
members of the Cabinet and those bon’ble friends who do not asso- 
ciate with me in this view to read “the handwriting on the wall’’ of the 
proposed building. They would also read “the handwriting on the 
wall” of the Purdak College. Now, Sir, this is no occasion for me 
to bandy words with anybody, it is the feeling that bursts out of me 
and I believe I voice the feelings of millions of people whom we 
pretend to represent in this House. 
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ABDUL HAKEEM* All right, Sir, I withdraw it if it is un- 
parliamentary. Now, Sir, at the very beginning of the Budget 
speech, the Son ble the hinauoe Minister wanted to budget with 
caution. 1 would request him to budget with caution in these two 
important respects also, and it is not very far in the day, the shades 
of evening have not yet fallen on the landscape — even now there is 
time for us to retrace our steps. 1 believe, if this House is in agree- 
inent with what I am just placing before them, they will exercise all 
the influence they have at their command to see that these two 
gigantic proposals do not materialivse. Hon’ble members of this 
House who are in front of me occupying the Left Wing of this House, 
1 have the greatest admiration for you, for the simple reason that you 
have spoken “loud and bold”, for the simple reason that you have called 
a spade a spade. If that be the position, I would appeal to vou, to 
make one more supreme effort so that the proposed dream in marble 
is rudely shattered. I have at the very beginning said that the Hon’ble 
the Finance Minister is entitled to our deepest love and sincerest con- 
gratulations for the ameliorative measures 

(At this stage the member having reached tlie time-limit resumed 
his seat.) 

Mr# SPEAKER: I think it will be convenient if I adjourn the 
House now% instead of interrupting a speaker in the midst of a sjjeech. 
As I have to adjourn the House at about 6 p.m. it wilt be convenient 
to adjourn the House now for 20 minutes for the evening prajer. 

(The House was then adjourned for 20 minutes. ) 

{After adjovmvtent.) 

Mr# DEBl PR08AD KHAiTAN: Sir, in rising to discuss the budget 
that has been introduced by my friend the Hon’ble Mr. Nalini Ranjan 
Sarker, I do not use the language of mere convention wlien I say that 
Mr. Sarker deserves our warmest congratulations on the method of 
his presentation of the budget. It mu.st be confessed that the manner 
in which he has compiled his budget and explanatory remarks that 
have been circulated among the members of this House are much better 
than has been done hitherto in any prt*viou« budget; but, Sir, I wish 
that I could felicitate the other members of the Cabinet in a similar 
manner. The Ffnance Minister in intrmlucing bis budget is but the 
spokesman of the various Ministers w^ho have got distinct departments 
in their charge. Sir. when we study the budget, we wjgretfully and 



n 


BUDOET DISCUSSION. 


[SlST FEB.y 

painfully find that the initial problems in this province haVe not 5i>een 
properly tackled, and to that extent it is impossible for me to congra- 
tulate the other members of the Cabinet. Sir, what are really the 
problems before the province? The fundamental problem of all pro- 
blems that lies before us is the improvement of the condition of the 
in every material sphere. Whether we think of agriculture or 
wheilier we think of industries or of any other line such as education, 
sanitation or of any other sphere there is such a vast amount of work 
to be done that it is absolutely necessary that we should on the one hand 
conserve every pie that we have available to us, and on the other hand 
have well-designed schemes to carry out the objects that we have in 
view. As regard conservation of the money that we have available 
to us, Sir, I am pained to find, and must remark that the money that 
is available to us is being frittered away, for I cannot use any other 
expression to describe the expenditure of no less than 15 lakhs of rupees 
on erecting a building for the sittings of the Upper House. vSir, who 
is it that has found any difficulty in the Upper House in meeting in 
this very Chamber for tlie purpose of carrying on their deliberations? 
Arc we so overflowing with money that we must have a luxurious 
building for the Upper House, to have a separate Chamber to carry 
on their deliberations for two or throe months in the year? Could not 
the money be Indter utilized for the purpose of advancing the interest of 
agriculture, industries, sanitation, education, etc? Sir, would the 
Hon'hle the Finance Minister lay his hand on his heart and tell us 
that this expenditure was more essential than the other useful items of 
cxpen<liture that are need«*d for tin* henefit of tiie people of this province? 
How much of these 15 lakhs (»f rupees would go to our poor people and 
n(d be spent on imp(»rted materials 1 cannot say. But perhaps the 
Minister in charge of the Publi<* Works l)e])artment would be able to 
state. But surely it would have been better to spend this 15 lakhs of 
rupees on prcuhictive enterprises which would go to increase the resources 
of people everywhere instead of putting a small amount of money in 
their pocket just for the .sake of building. 

Sir, another item which was dealt with hy the spt^aker wlio imme- 
diately preceded me is the Purdah College for Girls. Sir, if my infor- 
mation is correct, I understand that this college with a high sounding 
name of “Purdah College” is intended for no more than half a doxen 
girls. Sir, I would be the last person to stand in the way of an improve- 
ment of the education of either Moslem or other Purdah girls. But, 
Sir, if there are only half a dozen or at the most nine girls who come 
under that category, it would perhaps even be better for Government 
to pay their maintenance, their housing allowance, their education 
expen*diiure wholly tt^ther than build a separate college for six girls 
only. Again, Sir, I will make the remark, are we so overflowing with 
money that we can fritter away a sum of no less than 5 lakhs of rupees 
for the purpose of building a college for half a doxen girls only? Sir, 
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if there k any item of expenditure which can be correctly deecribed u 
being frittered away, it is this. 

Sir, another item which is absolutely difficult to understand is the 
item of 2i lakhs of rupees on “Youth Welfare Work“. I have read fn 
the papers about “Hitler Youth Movement" and “Mussolini’s XjfDtth.' 
Movement", but what is this “Youth Movement" that we are gow li 
have in this province? Not a single detail, Sir, has been given mther 
in the explanatory memorandum circulated with the budget or in the 
Finance Minister’s speech. I have read it carefully, Sir. and no indi- 
cation has been given of the purpose for which this Youth Welfare 
Fund is going to be spent. I am told. Sir, that football grounds will 
be provided for them. I do not think, Sir, that that is seriously said, 
because there is a separate provision for football grounds. Sir, this 
House before passing this item is certainly entitled to know what the 
scheme is before the (iovernment for “Youth Welfare.” 1 would not 
be surprised, Sir, if this i.s another high sounding name for sonic scheme 
which will not really do welfare to the youth ot this piovime, but will 
be frittered away in some other tllrections suited to llie tastes and 
fancies of our Hon’lile Ministers. I hojie, Sir, all my ccdleagues in 
this House will earefull\ senitinize what the youth \v<*]fare w'(»rk is. 
It is a term wdiieh can involve )nan\ things. The best youth w*elfar<‘ 
work that can be dom* to improve their health and improve their 
education, and for these two purpo.ses there are separate provisions. I 
do not know, Sir, what this youthful wadfare work means — I am sorry 
for the use ot the word “uuithfur*. hut perhaps the adjective would 
have been more correct. 

Then. Sir, when w(* c(»mc to the Department of Agriculture there \n 
a sole ab.senee of anything eon.stnietive either in the budget itself or 
in the explanatory memorandum or in the Hon’ble Finance Minister's 
speech. Agriculture, Sir, is a .subject which could be tackled in a much 
better way than it has been sought to be done in this budget. It 
appears, Sir, that agriculture is the most unimportant part of the work 
of the Ministry, although the people at large will say that agriculture 
is the most important part. Dnc portion of the budget speech to which 
I would like to draw the attention of this House in connection with 
agriculture is the heading of the “Improvement of livestock". When 
we see, {sir, we find that a paltry sum of Its. 10.(KK> has been provided 
for opening a dairy section at the Dacca Farm and additional staff has 
been provided for animal husbandry work. Sir, Ks. 10,000 is going to 
improve the breed of cattle in Bengal ! R.s. 10,000 is going to supply 
all the milk and milk products that are necessary for the people of this 
province. No idea whatsoever is given to us. Sir, if there is something 
up the sleeves •of the Hon’ble Ministers in trying Ut improve agricul- 
ture. There is another important thing, Sir, about which I do not 
find anything said and which I would like to mMition in spite of the 
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fact that I am a vegetarian and that, Sir, is fishery. Sir, fish is the 
staple diet of the people of this province. It is well known that, if 
properly organized, Bengal could supply fish perhaps to the whole of 
the world in just the same way as Japan has organized to do. But, 
Sir, we do not find any mention of that important subject in this budget 
nor any scheme by which Government propose to improve the condition 
of that food among the people of this province. 

Then, Sir, I come to the very important subject of industry. I 
expected that a really good scheme would be put forward in this yearns 
budget. Hopes and expectations were given to us during the last 
budget debate, and I waited patiently till the introduction of the 
present budget to find out what the Government is planning to do. 
Sir, when w'e come to the budget we find that they do not even serve 
to tinker the problems, if we can use the word in good sense. Sir, 
is it by the means that are disclosed in the budget that people of this 
province are going to be made industrially minded, that the resources 
of our manufactured goods are going to be increased? Is it by these 
means, Sir, that the Ministers expect that this province can be made 
independent for tlm supply of their manufactured requirements? Sir, 
I submit, that this pari of the budget disclo.s<‘s a complete ignorance 
of the subject of the development ot industries. I am sure, vSir, that 
no proper advice lias been taken, no scheme has been formed and this 
being a very important department tlie life of this provinc.e has not 
been seriously tackled. This problem is being simply tinkered with, 
and I hope, Sir, that the Government will give adequate attention to 
the necessity of the development of industries in this province, so that 
not only the standard of the life of the people may be enhanced, but 
that the people may have more prodin tive ability and more consuiuiiig 
power. 

Then, Sir, when we come to the Department of Public Health, 
money having been frittered away on other schemes, it appears that 
really beneficent work is not to be done. I can congratulate the Gov- 
ernment on their decision to establish a climatic sanatorium for 
tubercular patients, and such a sanatorium is very necessary, but, Sir, 
would a grant ot one lakli of rupees be sufficient for the establishment 
of a proper climatic sauilorium? Wc are not told where this climatic 
sanatorium is to be establi.vhed? We are not told iiow many beds 
would be in.stalled in such u climatic sanatorium. No details what- 
soever, are given. Sir, this is not the way in which this House should 
be treated. This matter was debated upon at the time the last budget 
was introduced, and it was due to this House that more details should 
have been given. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYALt Not yet setUed. 
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Mr# B^IbI PROSAD KHAITAN: Dr. Sanyal in his usual manner 
shouts out *‘not yet settled’*. I am not in the confidence of the Gov- 
ernment; perhaps he is. 

As regards anti-malarial measures, again the provisions are 
absolutely disappointing. Sir, these are some instances only, which 
I have cited before this House to show that the real problems 
before this province have not been seriously tackled. Then, Sir, there 
is one more subject (as my time is soon going to be up) to which I 
would particularly like to draw the attention of this House, namely, 
the Stamp Act. Sir, a Bill has been introduced. I hope, Sir, I have 
not the slightest doubt that the Hon’ble the Finance Minister is aware 
of the difference in the rates of stamp duties l>etween the different 
provinces. Even on commercial documents though executed in one 
province have applicability in other provinces. If the Hon’ble the 
Finance Minister will look into the provisions of the different Acts 
that have l)een passed in the different j>rovinceK, he will find that in a 
large number of items there are different rates of duty (‘ausing a large 
amount of inconvenien(‘e not only to the mercantile community but to 
other people as well, I would like to know what steps the (lovernraent 
have heen taking for tlie purpose of making the rates of duty on the 
various doeuments uniform us between the different provinces. It is 
very necessary to do tliat, and. Sir, just one thing more which yon will 
kindly permit me to mention. At page 21 of the exj>lat»ntory memo- 
randum I find, Sir, that the reeeipt.s from electricity duties have been 
shown at Rs. 4,20,000 us against Rs. IH lakhs in the last year. This 
is put on the ground that the electricity duty will come to an end on 
the doth June. I hoj)e, Sir, that (lovernment will at least do this 
justice to the peojde of tlie (‘it\ of Calcutta not to ask for a continua- 
tion of the Electricity Duty A<t. They have refused permission to 
the Corporation of Calcutta to buy up the undertaking of the Calcutta 
Electric Supply Corporation and have thereby debarred the people of 
this city from having cheap electricity. Sir, if it is said that Us. 4 
lakhs 20 tliou.sand have been put in simply because tlie Electricity 
Duty Act is coming to an end, I would draw the attention of this 
House that in the case of the Indting-tax it is also coming to an end 
very soon, but the revenue in this year’.s budget shows the same shown 
in the last. 

Dr. NALIMAKSHA SANYAL: Not very soon, but by the end of 
September. 

Mr. OEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: Dr. Sanyal baa got into the 
inveterate habit of interrupting, but September is not far off. 

But the revenue from that tax haa been put. The whole figure 
of Ba. 10 lakhs ia the same amount as the last year. Therefore, Sir. 
1 presume that the intention of the Government is to oontiaue the 
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tietting'tax which is considered desirable and not to coniinne •the 
l^lectricity Duty Act which is very undesirable, having regard to the 
attitude taken up by the Government in regard to the request of the 
Calcutta Corporation. 

Mr. 8YED dALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Mr. Speaker, I may, 
Sir, frankly speaking, point out that this general discussion on the 
budget is absolutely useless. To me Sir, it is a sheer waste of time. 
I do not know whether law permits to curtail the time of general 
discussion on the budget and devote that time to useful discussion on 
important subjects. Sir, somebody may say that this is a very 
good budget; someljody may rise up and say that it is a very bad 
budget; somebody may say that it is an indifferent budget; or some- 
body may go one step further and say that thei’e is no imagination in 
it. Somebody may, again, say that it is a mere conventional budget, 
but my past experience tells me that the Hon’ble the Finance Minister 
will always remain indifferent to what we may say during the course 
of this gtmeral discussion on the budget. Sir, I would begin at once 
and will try to suggest — I am .suggesting knowing full well that my 
8Uggesti(»nH will not be accepted by the Hon’ble the Finance Minister 
— by (juoling from the Budget Speech of the Hon’ble the Finance 
Minister, “Government have given careful consideiation to the 
immense advantage that woiild be likely to acrrue to the industrial 
development of the Province from a HUp])ly of cheap electrical energy, 
and a provision has accordingly b(‘en made in the Budget for under- 
taking an inquiry into the possibilities of generating and supplying 

electrical jxjwer on an extensive scale *’ that Government are not 

earnest as regards nation-building projerts. Thin is undoubtedly 
an ambitious selieme, and an emiuiry is undoubtedly a necessity, but 
may 1 ask the llon’ble tlie Finance Minister when, and whether, he 
will be in a position to convince tlie i’abinet to undertake such an 
enquiry', whether he will be able to eonvinee the Hon^ble the Commerce 
Minister to undertake an enquiry regarding the generation of electricity 
for the purpose of supplying electrical energy at a cheaper rate to the 
people of Bengal. I au» afraid, Sir, that, as long as the Calcutta 
Klecirie Supply Corporation is here, the Hon'ble the Commerce Minis- 
ter will not agre«‘ to undertake smdi an encjuiry. I am, also, afraid 
that, if an enquiry la undertaken, its fate would Ih' similar to that of 
the enquiry that was undertaken by Government in the year 1916. 

Sir, as regards industry the Hon'ble the Finance Minister has 
suggi^ted that the scheme “whose full operation will take three or four 
years, is being partially given effect to in the coming j^ear,’" and he 
goes on to say: “I -will narrate the main provisions which we have 
made in this connection. Twenty thousand has been provided for 
undertaking an expert enquiry into the possibilities of extension of 
industries on a large scale This is his first suggestion. His second 
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is: 'Trovision has been made for the establishment of a 
scientific Advisor}^ Council which will co-ordinate the results of the 

researches in the various technical and research institutes And, 

thirdly, his suggestion is to establish: “ new lines of research 

and advise Government in regard to scientific schemes and proposals 
mooted by the institutes. As a part of Government’s programme, it 
is also proposed to establish an Industrial Intelligence Branch for the 
purpose of collecting information regarding the various aspects of 
industrial activity in the province.” I very seriously suggest, Sir, 
that none of these will be fruitful if an enquiry is undertaken or an 
Advisory Council estahlislied. Particularly, Sir» we are already fed 
up with the intelligence of the Intelligfuue Branch of the Criminal 
Investigation Department! We do not like that another intelligence 
branch should be introduced in the Industries Department. (A 
VOICJB: It is an unintelligent branch.) Sir, one of my friends 
suggests that it would be an unintelligent branch, that is going to be 
established. 

To come to jute, the Hon’ble the Finance Minister has .suggested 
that he has ear-marked full one lakh of rupees for taking a census of 
jute. The other provision is one of 1 lakh for jute-restriction propa- 
ganda. The Hon'ble the Finance Minister, like myself and other 
honourable members of this House, wdio have got some interest in jute, 

knows full well that a jute cen.sus will be of no use more particularly 

if a jute census is taken, it will yield no good result to the producers 
of jute. He also knows full well that the jute-restriction scheme of 
the Government of Bengal, which was undertaken year before last, 
absolutely failed, and it is no use s^mndiiig another Its. 50,000 for 
jute restriction propaganda. I may well suggest that this one lakh 
and fifty thousand be added to the five lakhs already provided for the 
spread of primary edu(;ation in this province. 1 join hands with 
Mr. Khaitan with regard to the exjmnditure of one lakh that has been 
set apart for the construction of new huildings for the Bengal Legisla- 
tive Council. I shall go further and say that the Legislative Council 
may easily sit in one of the Committee rooms of this building. The 
number of members of the Council is, as far as I rememlier, something 
between 60 and 65. These memWs can well be jirovided in one of 
the big rooms of this buihling, and in spile of this fact we are going 
to undertake a very heavy expenditure. I submit, Sir, that we are 
not in a position to spend Rs. 15 lakhs for the Council. Many of us on 
this side of the Hou.se do not at all approve of the idea of an Upper 
House, I mean the Bengal Legislative Council, for Bengal Its 
existence here is against all democratic ideas and ideals and is also 
against all democratic principles and constitutional practices. 

Sir, with regard to Youth Welfare proposals and Labour Welfare 
proposals, I also join hands with Mr. KhaiUn. (The Hoh’mj 
K m. Nauhi Eawiah SAmmEm : Very bad company indeed I) The Hon ’hit 
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the Finanee Minister has not said anythingr about the Yontl Welfare 
scheme for which he has ear-marked Hs. 2^ lakhs. With regard to 
Labour Welfare organizations, a small sum of Bs. 20,000 has been 
marked. If I remember aright, we failed to elicit information from 
the Hon'ble the Labour Minister regarding the amount set apart ioi 
this purpose in the preceding year. But, Sir, I must congratulate the 
Hon'ble Finance Minister for his generosity in setting apart 
Bs. 1,36,000 for the Jadavpur Tuberculosis Hospital. I might say 
that this amount might have been increased, considering the growing 
demand for more seats in the hospitals generally. The Hon’ble the 
Finance Minister could have set apart another one lakh of rupees for 
the same hospital. 

With regard to quinine distribution. 1 am very glad to find that 
the Hon’ble the Finance Minister has raised the amount form lA lakhs 
to 4 lakhs of rupees, but I should like to suggest to the Hon’ble the 
Finance Minister and, particularly, to the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of Public Health to stop the distribution of (juinine of the quality 
that is usually done in the rural areas of Bengal. So far as we know, 
Sir, quinine sulphate is generally distributed, as far as my district 
is concerned, I can say this without any fear of contradiction which, 
in the opinion of expetrs, is highly injurious to health and is not of 
much help in killing the germs of malaria. I suggest that quinine 
bi-hydrochloride, or quinine of better quality, be distributed in this 
province. 

Before I analyze the funds thal have been set apart for nation- 
building departments, I would like to suggest that the money that the 
Hon’ble the Finance Minister has set apart is so small that it is better 
for him not to embark upon those nation-building activities, as he has 
suggested. In this connection I will summarise what he said. He 
has suggested and allotted some money — Bs. 5 lakhs — for the improve- 
ment of primary education and some money for the establishment of 
an agricultural institute at Dacca. A lump sum provision of Bs. 1 
lakh for jute census establishment, establishment of industrial intelli- 
gence branch, rural water-supply and provision for the irrigation 
surveys including surveys in the Hooghly-Howrnh area and the survey 
of what is known as the More project in the Birbbum district. In this 
connection I may say that he has left out my district and especially my 
constituency — Satkhira. In fact very recently the Minister in charge 
of Works and Communication paid a visit to that area and he appre- 
ciated the difficulties of that area, viz., want of proper irrigation in 
the entire subdivision, and he has also understood very well the diffi- 
culties with regard to Hie health and crop of that entire subdivision. 

I would like to suggest that if there is any possibility of any eclMnne 
I will suggest to the Hon’ble Minister to include Satkhira hu 
scheme. The Hon’ble the Finance Minister in the end has drawn up a 
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vivi^ pic^e of the danger latent in the preset^t condition, that is he 
has spoken frankly of the danger of socialism that is to come in Bengal, 
nay in India, very soon. It is for the Government to consider the 
matter, more particularly for the members of the Cabinet, to consider 
this matter seriously.^ In the budget speech the Hon’ble the Finance 
Minister suggested that bad time may come. This is undoubtedly, as 
he has said, a budget of good time; but bad time may come. Bad time 
to my mind is coming very soon. So it is the duty of the Cabinet to 
see that no drastic measure is taken against the rising of the krishah 
of Bengal and the idea of general awakening which is characterised by 
some of the critics that it is a .socialistic move and a ruinous move, 
which will crush the middle-class of Bengal, both Hindus and Muham- 
madans. I should like to suggest that while giving employment or 
suggesting to give employment to the uneiiifdoyed youths, he has 
said that more or less 10,000 people may he provided in ihe sehemes 
he has suggested in the course of his budget speech. Hut I should also 
like to suggest that the provision he has made for the current year is 
quite inadequate to provide so many people. 

Again, the amount that has been set apart for the Heugal Hratachari 
Society ought not to have been given at all. ith regard to this 
society I will not say an> thing at present; hut 1 say that the Hon’ble 
Minister has given only Hs. l.tMM) for the Servants of Humanity 
Society: we do not know what is Servants of Humanity Society. May 
I ask the Hon’ble Minister whether it is the Khadein Samity, which it 
really doing humanitarian work, or another bogus humanity society 
that has recently been started for the children of the labourers here and 
there. If that money was given to ihe Servants of Humanity Society— 
I mean the Khadem Society, they could further their work and improve 
the conditions, both moral and physical, in the manner they are doing. 

With regard to deputing olfic^eis to Deniiiuik and to other foreign 
countries to acquire knowledge in co-operative works. Mr. Gupta has 
said all that can be said in that connection. With ntgurd U) certain 
offioerfr-(here ihe member reached his time limit and was allowed one 
minute to continue)— if I have got any knowledge and expt^rience of 
the Education Department of the Government of Bengal 1 can at once 
say that Mr. J. M. Sen who is one of the ofticeis of the Education 
Department can well suggest improvement of the primar>^ e<lu(iatioD 
in Bengal without the need of sending more jieople to England or to 
oth#r places for learning the working method of primary education. 

With regard to deputing 2 or 3 officers to Denmark for learning 
co-operative work it is also useless. It is an mimission on the part of 
Government that they have got no expert in that department. Why 
should it be copsidered that Bengal has got no offi^r expert in 
Ecoaondet and allied subjects who can give better suggestion to Govwia- 
ment. It is also a dieer waste of time as well as of money ; that m<may 
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may easily be set apart for rural uplift, particularly for prii^ry ^ca- 
tion in Bengal. 

Mtai MIRA DUTTA CUPTA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, once4g«in I 
stand to raise my voice to plead the cause primary anA iMfie 
education in this Province. In August last, while discuslhlg’ the 
budget for the current year, I made a grievance that the expenditure 
for female education has not been shown separately. The grievance 
still continues, for the mention of a single provision of B8.^70,663 for 
grants to girls’ schools under sub-head ** Direct grants to non-Govem- 
ment secondary schools” (p. 239), there ia no separate provision for 
female education either under the sub-head “colleges” or “primary 
education” or under any other sub-head. The provision for girls’ 
education and boys’ education have been put together making it 
impossible to judge how far the Government is keeping pace with the 
glowing demands for the education of girls. 

In his introductory speech, the Hon’Ible Finance Minister has told us 
that about I^ lakhs has been provided for additional grants to girls’ 
schools. This suggests tluit the provision for grants to secondary 
schools is at least Its. 2,20,000 higher than that of last year. But the • 
total provision under the sub-head “Direct grants to non-Government 
secondary schools” is Its. 15,51,000 against Its. 13,81,000 ip the revised 
budget for 1937-38, which means a total increase of only Rs. 1,70,000. 

It is therefore sufficient to find out the increase of Rs. IJ lakhs and 
Rs. 70,000 supposed to have been made in the two items. I hope the 
Hon'hle Fimuice Minister will throw' some more light on the matter. 

Then again as I have said there is a provision of Rs. 70,663 on 
account of grant to girls’ schools. Is this the whole provision for girls’ 
schools or is this the additional provision? If this is the additional 
provision, it should have been so stated. If it is the whole provision 
I do not know how the Hon’hle Minister tells us that an additional 
provision of Rs. 70,000 has been made for girls’ schools. 

An additional provision of little more than one lakh has been made 
for non-Governraent Arts Colleges. It would be interesting to know 
how much of this wdll be directed towards girls’ colleges and on what 
basis will the distribution be made. 

Last time I pointed out how disproportionate was the expenditure 
for grants to colleges in comparison with the lavish expenditure on 
colleges maintained by Government. The total provision for grants to 
non-Government Arts Colleges (Imth boys and girls) is Rs. 3,99,000. 
This is the amount that is to be distributed amongst 36 colleges in 
Bengal where as the expenditure on eight Government ooUeges runs 
up to Rs. 15,09,000. Private colleges always run through financial 
difficulties. The leaohers are ill-paid. Equipments are inadequate. 
But higher education in this province is mainly carried on thWgh 
private colleges. Would it he too much to expect Hiat Qovenunent 
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more favourably on these institutions than it has hitherto 
ibXlit The oolleg’es for girls should receive special attention. 

r lisile on this subject, I want to record my emphatic protest against 
^6 im of a purdah tolleg^ for girls. This, 1 know, is a concession to 
soiu^la^ Muhammadan friends who wanted a separate college for 
Muslim girls. We have been told that as sufficient number of Muslim 
girls was not forthcoming, the college would be open to other oonnnuni- 
ties also and hence this ingenious name of a purdah college. But is 
not purd^ absolutely inconsistent with the idea of higher education ? 
My friend Mrs. iBasina Murshed, raised the demand for a Muslim 
college last August, but did .she ask for a purdah college y Does she 
observe purdahs Does she want that our sisters belonging to her 
community will have higher education, yet they will not he etits^uraged 
to take part in public affairs as she is doing? 

In the same speech in August last Mrs. Uasina Murshed asked for 
the employment of competent lady doctors to replace the male experts 
in midwifery at Gk)vernnient hospitals. But where will the lady doctors 
come from? Will the purdah college be followed up by purdah medical 
colleges ? 

I wonder if we are moving forward or progressing biickward. 

I ask the House to ponder seriously over these implications and 
aftereffects of this new iffiiovation in the educational sphere. It >s 
not a question of few lakhs of rupees. The Hon’ble Minister has 
referred to the danger of allowing wealth to accumulate in isobtad 
crevices. The danger of allowing education to be imparted in isobfed 
crevices will be no less. 

Already the communalists are fighting each other for nothing. Let 
us not help in separating them further. I do not grudgt my Muslim 
and Scheduled Caste baethren who are admittedly Imckward in education 
the advantage of specbl stipends for education in schools and colleges 
but I do not see why schobrships for higher study in foreign countries 
should also be reserved on communal (xjnsiderations ; only the best Hf 
our students to whatever community they may belong should be sent 
up for foreign education at public expense. There must be a limit to 
communal preferences. 

Last time, I drew attention to the want of sufficient hostel accom- 
modation for girl students in Calcutta. This is a problem which we 
must tackle. Is it too late to sugge.st that the provision of Rs. 5 lakhs 
for the purdah oolbge be diverted for hostel accomiiKHbtion for Hindu 
and Muhammadan girls in Calcutta? 

Sir, I thank you for the opportunity you have given me. 

Mri. HASIIfA MUmiliD: Mr. Speaker, Sir. I think it wa$ 
doling the Government which existed under the Morley-Minto Scheme 
thni tke present Chief Minister as one of the Hon’hle Memben of the 
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then Legislative Council of Bengal, observed in one of hie 
speeches that they were in theory the chosen representatives of the 
people but that in point of fact their voice in changing the figolia was 
no more effective than the breath of so many fans that revolved over 
their heads, or that of the proverbial man in the moon. We hey^a, Sir, 
we have survived that stage; and we hope too that our voice to>day 
is entitled to more than the customary respect that is due to that of 
the man in the moon. If so, 1 should like to place before the Treasury 
Bench for their very serious consideration some suggestions with regard 
to the Budget. 


Turning to the Budget Statement, we must, I think, admit that 
there is much in it on which the present ministry may well congratulate 
themselves; but at the same time we cannot help feeling that some 
of the jnajor problems of the country have not been approached and 
tackled in the way they deserved. In Ijis statement, the Hon’ble 
Finance Minister seems to have disposed of the vast problem of middle- 
(‘lass unemployment in two short paragraphs. This is a pioblem 
which, on his own showing, is the most baffling of all our problems 
and one should have thought that greater inteiest. more care and more 
sympathy might have been evinced in studving and tackling this 
pi-ohlem. 


We are told that schemes have been launched which will find em- 
ployment for some more officers, some more clerks, and some more 
peons. 1 do not under-rate the value of opening these fresh channels 
of more employment — however modest or inadequate they might be; 
but what I wish to emphasise and very strongly emphasise is, that the 
problem of jniddle class unemployment is one which cannot be solved 
by creating a few more posts here or a few more there; for, this will 
what the desire for looking to Government service as the only source 
of an honourable livelihood or us the one ultimate ambition of the 
unemployed middle class. It is clearly impossible to solve this 
problem by anything wdiicb is calculated to develop, in the unem- 
ployed middle class youths, that mentality which pathetically looks to 
Governmeni service as the only saviour from starvation, that mentality 
which anxiously seeks in every morning paper an advertisement for a 
vacancy in a public offio^. The appointment of n Special Employment 
Adviser, of which the Finance Minister has given us notice, will help to 
solve the unemployment problem of one person, namely, that of the 
man who will be appointed to that job but of no one else; it is a mistake 


to make the people “Service-minded’ \ This will tend to paralyse 
enterprise in other directions. The root cause of this appalling un- 
employment lies in the absence of large scale industries. No country 


in the world has ever l>ee& able to solve her economic problems ^tbout 
the help of large scale industries. I respectfully dissent from (be 


Hon’ble Finance Minister's dictum in his budget statement wbicb 
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statls “Our aim is to resurrect the average man, who iu this 
predomiaantly agricultural country, is the cultivator.” That ehould 
not.be the only objective. Our objei'tive should comprise not only a 
scheme of resurrection of the moribund cultivator but also, of the 
creation of the industrialist. We must industrialise (he country and 
divert the army of the unemployed middle class to industrj’. Here 
again 1 dissent from the view expressed by the Hou’ble Finance 
Minister in his budget statement that the scope for diiect action 
by Government in large scale industry' is very limited and we have 
mainly to depend on private enterprise. That is a view which perhaps 
holds good in a country in which the development of her industries 
jbas reached a stage of equilibrium at which private enterprise can 
carry it on without further assistance from the Slate ; but to apply 
this theory to a country like ours, which has just entered the threshold 
of autonomy is nothing short of a calamity. Twenty thousand, which 
the Finance Minister tells us, has lieen provided for a committee of 
experts to enquire into the possibilities of extension ot industries on 
a large scale is, I think, both inadequate and misplaced. To start 
with, I think Goveininent should subsiilijse such large scab- imliistnes 
run by private enterpiise as almidy exist. These existing industries 
should be hel|)ed to develop. My knowledge of such entei prises is 
too limited to enable me to offer any useful advice; but to give only 
one example 1 would mention the Bengal Uhemif-al and Bliurmuceutical 
Works which have bt^en doing very good work. Why not give 
increasing subventions to sudi industries us these on condiiidti 
that they employ men of various communities in suitable projMirtionP 
They w’ill expand, they will pursue their work in fresh fields and will 
gradually employ and absorb our unemployed young menP We do 
not believe in Expert Enquiry Committees. They suck our money and 
in the end produce nothing which can be turned to good account. They 
merely write essays which could be had much cheaper, luatead of 
appointing an Expert Committee for investigating the possibilifiea of 
large scale industries, why not put a price on the best essay on the 
subject? We will get more substance at less cost. The problem of 
industrialisation must not be tinkered with. Government should not 
go into inactivity by an appeal to the theory’ that it is no concern of 
theirs. We refuse to accept the theory that it is not the primary 
concern of the State to assist financially and in every way possible the 
development of industry. It is the supreme duty of Government to 
carry on vigorous propaganda in favour of the growth of industry by 
peripatetic lectures, by granting subventions to existing industries; 
and above all by giving guarantees to private enterprise of a certain 
minimum return for their capital. This is not a new* theorjk'. Govern- 
ment have already given guarantees to railway companies. Why not 
give similar guarantees to suitable industries? Why not send young 
men to foreign countries to specialise in the various branches of 
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ifidustrial occupation? It ia a shame that for almost every aHicle 
of our daily use we have to depend on the import of foreign countries. 
If Government give guarantees of a certain minimum return for the 
capital outlay, there will be no dearth of capitalists who will come 
forward to start large scale production of various articles. We refuse 
to hear the echo of the past age that it is none of the business of 
Government to take direct action in the matter of large scale industries. 
GtOvernment must inculcate progressive ideas and not merely rest 
contented with the granting of negligible subventions to some weaving 
institutes here, or some peripatetic weaving schools there. These are 
small enterjirises and do not solve the unemployment problem nor help 
the growth of better industries. We must direct our attention to 
better fields. The manufacture of motor cars, engines, steamships, 
cycles, instruments of all kinds, cutleries, medicines, things like these 
too numerous to be mentioned should be our aim. We must select 
some of these things and attempt a large scale production with Govern- 
ment guarantees. 

In the budget statement, the Hon’ble Finance Minister has 
stated that a lump provision of a lakh of rupees has been made for 
a jute census. This proceeds on the wrong assumption that its supply 
and demand require adjustment and that restriction in the produce o^ 
jute is essential, I am not an expert on this subject, but I submit tha: 
the chief difficulty lies not in the supposed over-production but in the 
lack of facilities for the free flow of this produce. Instead of providing 
a lakh of rupees for jute census, I think a more sensible proposition 
would be to stimulate the growth of a net-work of ware houses as close 
to the jute growing centres as pos.sible. These ware houses would 
serve as storage for the local produce. They would pay the cultivatoi 
promptly for the goods he delivers; and they would tranship them to 
proper quarters. The cultivator will get his price promptly and will 
thus be relieved of his wants. He will give up speculation which is 
always an uncertain and a risky affair. This will also eventually 
standardise the price. The problem is to get such ware houses estab- 
lished. This can be done by giving guarantees to private enterprise. 
The time has come when we must tackle the industrial and agricultural 
problems of the country in the light of the autonomy that is supposed 
to liave been given to us and not in the light of an order of things 
which is fast receding into past history in which the level of indus- 
trialisation reached no higher than the making of baskets of the primi- 
tive type and other kindred things catalogued in the Finance Minister’s 
budget statement. 

I am prepared to concede that the attack of these problems involves 
money. I^et an estimate be prepared of our wants and let ways and 
means be devised to raise the money. If money is needed, it must be 
found. Our colleagues have, from time to time, suggested vaiioua 
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retrlncliltteiits and encouraged by such preoedenta I Tentore to offer 
some suggestions for retrenchment. In this country the bulk of 
magisterial work is done by Stipendiary Magistrates. I think the time 
has come when these duties could be safely entrusted on an honorary 
basis to respectable non-officials with the necessary training. In factr 
there already exist such Honorary Magistrates. Is there any reason 
why the entire bulk of this work cannot be done by Honorary Magis- 
tratesP I cannot assess the exact amount of saving that would thus 
accrue as 1 am unable to discover how much of the rupees thirty lakhs 
thirty thousand which appears against “pay of officers” voted under the 
head “E — District Administralion” on page 103 of the Civil Budget 
Estimate, accounts for magisterial work done by tl»e Stipendiary Magis- 
trates. But I think a very considerable saving would accrue if all 
magisterial work were in future done by Honorary Magistrates of the 
right type. This reform will also produce a salutary reaction in other 
directions. 

Before I conclude I should like to point out that in the field of educa- 
tion the budget is disappointing. 

Five lakhs for Primary Education in a country where a scheme of 
Free and Compulsory Primary Education costs something like two 
and a quarter crores, is a mere drop in the ocean ; and we do hope 
adequate provision w'ill be made in the future budget for this. I con- 
fess that it w^as with mixed feelings that 1 noticed on page 22 of the 
Civil Works Budget estimate that a provision of rupees two lakhs, out 
of five lakhs, has been provided for a “Purdah College.” We fail to 
understand the implication of this expression. We have been hoping 
to have an exclusively Mo.slem fiirb’ College but it is nowhere men- 
tioned in the budget estimates that the proposed college would be for 
the Moslems exclusively. If it is not, we consider that an explanation 
is due as to why this fact has not been mentioned in the budget esti- 
mates. We insist that the college should be exclusively set apart for 
Moslems, for otherw’ise Moslem girls will refuse to enrol themselves. 
It has been said that the number of Moslem girls is too small for the 
college in question. But I may safely predict that the number of girl# 
will increase to such as will necessitate another college when this pro- 
posed college has been started. If I remember aright, the number of 
girls was only 2 when the Bethune College was established, but the 
number has now come to be an overw^helming one. 

1 have scanned the pages of the budget in vain for some proviaioft 
(or such desirable schemes as grant s-in-aid for the old scheme madratabs, 
Tibbiya college, etc. The old scheme madrasahs are starved and their 
extinction is threatened. These madrasahs play a very important part 
in the building of Islamic culture and as such their extiaction cannot 
be viewed with equanimity. 
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Mr. UPINORA NATH EONARi Mr. Speak«r, Sir, we fiave oMne 

to learn from the statement made by the Hon’ble the Finance Minister 
in presenting the budget for the year 1938-39 that the year under pur- 
yiew will close with a surplus. But a surplus budget is not alirays a 
satisfactory one. It may be a disappointing one, if the demands of the 
nation-building departments are neglected. 

Sir, I think, the budget estimate for the coming year is a modified 
and improved one and not a stereotyped budget as in the past. I am 
going to invite the earnest attention of the House along with the 
Cabinet to one or two important heads only as the time limit at my 
disposal is very limited. 

There are certain departments of public interest. Education is the 
first of all. So far as the question of primary education is concerned, 
my only submission is this that other demands of public interest may 
be delayed but primar>' education which is the immediate demand of 
the country cannot be deferred. So it should, at an early date, be intro- 
duced throughout the province of Bengal, without taxation and should 
be made free and compulsory. Money should be provided for it and 
there should be no question of want of fund. Money is available as 
there has Wn a surplus amounting to about one crore and ninety-one 
lakhs. Moreover, there can be cuts in the salaries of Government officers 
as in other provinces for making provision for the spread of primary 
education among the illiterate musse.s which form 9(» jier cent, of the 
population of Bengal. Bengal, you know, is too pooj to bear the 
education cess. It is already overburdened. 

You will find (»n page 90 of tlie explanatory memorandum of the 
budget for the coming year that there is a long list of contributions 
to the w'elfare of education. Look at the pages of the red book and 
you will find evidence of the Hon’ble the Finance Minister’s diligence 
and keenness and of his fairness in di.stributing what he had to do. There 
is no doubt that the Finance Minister this time has placed the budget 
before us in a better condition than it was before, yet it is not quite 
up to expectation. 

You all know and are fully convinced that members of the scheduled 
castes are mostly backward in education. But the amount of Rs. 30,000 
which has been provided for students belonging to the scheduled castes 
for special stipends and scholarships are very insufficient in considera- 
tion of their numerical strength. So I request the Cabinet with all 
earnestness to engage its constant attention to the welfare and uplift 
of the scheduled castes. 

However, I offer tfie Finance Minister bis due share of commendation 
he deserves, for the partial improvement he has made in the budget. 

Sir, in Appendix II attached to the Finance Miniater’s atattment 
we all find that there has been an increase as compaied with the ravised 
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budget fl^aate of the Gurrent year^ in abnoat all the departmenta of 
public interest » such as, Education, Medical, Public Health, Agricul- 
ture and Co-operation. But to our utter surprise, we find that the 
popular Government has made the biggest increase under the head 
‘‘Civil Works” which is quite apparent if we look into it. We find in 
the list of contributions under the head “Civil Works” that Rs, 2,00,000 
has been provided for the establishment of a purdah college for girls. 
I cannot but call it a waste of public money. In these days of female 
emancipation we find liardly any need of a purdah college for girls. 
To-day or to-morrow we may find some girls for the proj>o«ed college 
but in future it will be very difficult to have girls for the purdah college. 

It is the age of work. Nob(»dy. either male or female, can remain 
in-door. It has been en«cte<l under the new Constitution that even 
ladie.s are eligible for some of the (lovernment services, if not all. So 
in my opinion, this money could h»ve been better utilised had it been 
spent for the spread of j)rimarv education. 

In addition to this, we find that a sum of Ks. 17.33,248 is proposed 
to be spent for the construction or extension of new or old buildings, 
as the case may be. Sir, is it not high time to curtail such lavish 
expenditure? 

In the last budget session it was announced by Government that a 
sum of about Hs. 4,500 would be provided for special stipends and 
scholarships for scheduled caste girls, but it is a matter of great regret 
that no such thing has Wen done in this budget. Then, I am to under- 
stand that (fovernment do not give their due consideration to the just 
and proper demands of tlie sciieduled cuite.s? 

I have already said that the Hon’ble the Finance Minister has pro- 
vided bigger sums this year for almost all the items of expenditure on 
public welfare, but, I am atrui<l, thi.s money will be spent after the 
maintenance of some additional officers and it will not be applied to 
do any good to the country. 

There is no denying the fact that the H(»n’ble the Finance Minister 
has tried his level best to make an equitable distribution (»f what he has 
in his budget, but he has utterly forgotten to better the sad lot and the 
pecuniary condition of the masses whom we represent here. 

With these few w’ords. Sir, I conclude my budget spej^ch. 


MiUlvi ABDUL BARI: Mr. T. C. Gupta in initiating the general 
discussion of the budget 


Or. NALINAKBHA BANYAL: Is he the Finance Minister? 


MaHlvl AiWL BARI: You may call him the Finance Mioiiter 
mae day but aot to-day. 
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Mr. SYED MLALUDDIN HA8HEMY: The Hon’ble tie Finfnoe 

ICiDister is not in the Chamber now when the budget discussion is 
going on. May I enquire whether he had taken your consent before 
leaving the Chamber? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes^ he had my consent. 

The Hofi’ble Mr. MUKUNDA 8EHARY MULLICK: Yes, he 
took Mr. Speaker’s consent and also requested me to take notes of the 
discussion on his behalf. 

Mr. EYED dALALUODIN HAEMEMY: We may then take it 
that you are acting as the Finance Minister? 

The Hen’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: No, I am 

not, I am only helping him by taking notes of the discussion during 
his absence. 

Miulvi ABDUL BARI: gave a left-handed compliment to the 

Hon’ble the Finance Minister when he said that being brought up, 
trained, nurtured on Congress programme, Congress policy and 
Congress ideal, the budget that he has produced is not its test. I think 
when he said so, my friend gave out the reflection of his own mind 
and a picture of the training that he and his party have got, because 
he has said there is tall talk but there is little work in it. I think 
that is the training of the Congress 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Bari, 1 would advise you to discuss the 
budget, leaving aside the training of the Congress. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Now, Sir, coming to the question of the 
Purdah (’ollege, much has Ikvh Miid against the proposed Purdah 
College. 1 do not know, Sir, what tlie Hon’hle Minister means by 

the Purdah ( ollegc. All that 1 know is that juuliaps he means the 

establishment of a Moslem girls' college. That is no doubt a desi- 
deratum and that is one of the demands of the entire Moslem com- 
munity living ill Bengal and that demand has been ignored so long, 
and time has now come when that demand is going to be fulfilled. 

The pledge is going to be redeemed. Therefore, Sir, all those who are 

going to talk against this Moslem girls' college are indeed trying to 
deny the right of education to the Mo.slera girls. Sir, it has been 
said by many of the speakers that separatism is not wanted, that com- 
munaliaux is not wantqd. We also do not advocate (M>mmunalism, but 
we want that education must be given on whatever basis it is possible, 
be it, through separate colleges, l>e it through one ooUeg#^ it in 
nny way whatever possible. And if you deny the Moakia giria- 
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educ^iott A a separate college, then you also deny Moslem students' 
educati(m in the madrassahs, maktabs and other systems and deny 
Hindu students having education in the tolls and things like that. 
Therefore, Sir, you also deny the Hindu students having education in 
the Sanskrit College and the Vidyasagar College. Therefore, Sir, the 
question of separatism and comraunalism does not come in. Parti- 
cularly also I would appeal to my friends who have spoken so much 
against this so-called Purdah College or the Moslem girls’ lollege, 
whatever it may be. to bear in mind that the whole world does not 
see eye to eye with them. The whole Moslem community has not been 
trained and brought up in the same atmosphere in which they have 
been, and I will also ask ray friend Mr. Abdul Hakim to remember that 
those who are better and well placed in life may alTord to give up 
purdah, may afford to send their girls to the ordinary general colleges. 
But there are others, and the number of them is perhaps 99*9 i>er cent, 
who live in the villages and who refuse to send their girls to those 
ordinary colleges for reasons which are various and manifold. Now, 
Sir, you will kindly remember that the Moslem parents, the Moslem 
guardians have got some prejudices no doubt. You will have to respect 
the prejudi(*es so long as those prejudices are not removed. They 
are not willing to send their children, send their girls to colleges to 
have education with males to have education under the training of 
male teachers and so on and so forth. Therefore, you cannot abuse 
the establishment of a Mo‘<lem girls’ college. 

Then, Sir, I will also ask you to remember particularly that it is 
said that for a dozen or half a dozen girls this ccdlege is going to he 
started as was stated by Mr. Khaitan. My friend Mrs. llasina Murshed 
told you that even the Bethune (’ollege was started only wilh two girls 
at the very beginning though that college is now giving education to 
more than dOO to 400 girls of tliis province. 


Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE; A re you going back to the 
eighteenth century? 

Mauivi ABDUL BARI: I am not, but when you concede that the 
Moslems are backward in education you may think that the Moslenm 
are in the eighteenth century. We cannot ignore the fact. So, if you 
accept that you will have to concede also that the girls’ college is a 
necessity so far as the Moslems are conc4»rned. Then again, Sir, 
perhaps you will be surprised to know from me that only the other day 
a Moslem Councillor — I will not name him — who belongs to the Bengal 
Legislative Council was telling me that he dropped tears and actually 
cried when he received a letter from his daughter who is a student of 
the Bethune College here in Calcutta. It will not be quite well for 
iBe to give the full details of that letter. Bui one or two sentence# 
ol that letter which was shown to me will give yon an idea of tha 
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horrible state of things that has been prevailing there scalar a§ the 
Moslem girls are concerned. You will be pained to hear that there are 
some girls who go to the boarding house of the Moslem girls within 
the college when they say their prayers, and they try to prevent them 
in every possible way, (Question) and they also try to mimic the 
prayer calls. When these girls say “Allah ho Akbor” those from 
outside say “Alla ho Akbar“, and this letter says that even these girls 
say that they are Jabans and things like that. (Shame, shame from 
Moslem benches.) The Muhammadan girls cannot bear for a moment 
such a treatment when they get it from their sisters in the Bethune 
College. Again, Sir, I will ask you to remember the day when the 
Diocesan College was searched during the terrorist regime and what 
things were found from the boxes of the girls. I will not say what 
it was, but I will say this much that that state of things ought not 
to be allowed to prevail in Bengal particularly where the daughters 
and sisters of the people are going to be respected. 

Or. NALINAKIHA SANYAL: It is really all wrong. 

Mauivi ABDUL BARI: Therefore, Sir, 1 say that the necessity 
of a Purdah College or of a Moslem girls’ college in Calcutta is a real 
necessity no doubt. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: On a point of order, Sir. Is it 
fair, is it honourable on the part of an hon’ble member of this House 
to go on discussing what things came out in the course of a police 
search in the boxes of some ladies in the Diocesan Collegei^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 must say that while discussing the budget I 
would expect a certain amount of restraint being exercised by ever\^- 
body, but iny function can only come in if it goes beyond the limit. 
And while the question of prudence and restraint is a matter entirely 
for the individual judgment of the speaker, my function could not 
come in unless he goes unparliamentary. 1 was carefully' watching, 
and he did not say anything by winch 1 can rule him out of order. In 
the meantime I would request Mr. AMul Bari to keep to hi.s points 
and not discuss matters which are not strictly relevant. 

Miulvi ABDUL BARI: 1 was only placing facts, and 1 did not 
ebsouss them. Then again. Sir, in passing I may emiuiie of my friend 
Mias Mira Dutta Gupta w'ho is the Vice-Principal of the Vidyasagar 
College whether Muhammadan girls are admitted in their college. I 
tbink my friend wili aay “no”. If that be so, what b the objection 
if the Moslems claim a separate college for their girls. So long as you 
do not abolish the Sanskrit College, so long as you do not abolish the 
Metropolitan College, so long as you do not abolish the Vidyaeagaf 
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CoUcfe, wA you ask the ICuhammadaDs in all fairness not to hare a 
college fl«|«rately for them. 

Milt MIRA OUTTA CUPTAs There is iio Government gmnt for 
the Vidyaeagar College. 

Mavlvi ABDUL BARIS I leave it at that. With these remarka 
I would aek my friend Mr. Abdul Hakim and those others who talked 
against it to revise their opinions in the light of the observations that 
I have made. 

Now, coming to the budget itself, the budget has been criticised. 
It should be criticised and we welcome criticism. But my reading of 
the budget is that it forebodes the making of a better, a happier and 
a prosperous Bengal. The present budget does not trod upon the 
old trodden track. The present budget gives some scent of the hand 
of a popular Ministry. Because we find herein the mention of lakhs 
of rupees as provision for improvement of agriculture, for improvement 
of industries, for improvement of education, for improvement of public 
health and sanitation. Qf course, 1 do not say that that is enough, 
dt is not enough, it is too small, but it only shows that a beginning 
has been made and they have started on the right track, and I am sure 
that if things like this l)e allowed to continue for a number of years 
and if tiiis jirocess is accelerated, then r«*rt«inly within a few years we 
shall find our mother country in a better position, in a happier position 
than what we find to-day. Tiien again, Sir, we should also congra- 
tulate the Hon’ble Finance Minister and the Ministers in general, for 
unlike the (dd Government, there has been some indication of a reponse 
to tlie popular will. During the la.st budget dis<'ussion we emphasized 
that the revisional settlement Mhould go. We said that provision 
should he made for grant in the Tuherculosis Hospital. We said that 
detenus should be released, and to-day wo find from the budget itself 
that the revisional settlement has gone, it is no more, and therefore 
we have got a sum of Its. 4,tM),00tt. Then for the Tuherculosis 
Hospital a grant has been made though Mr. Jalaluddin Hushemy criti- 
cised that the full amount that was the demand has not lH»en given. 
Yet I did not find any meaning in criticising it unless criticism is made 
for the sake of criticism itself, and not for a happier end of it. 

Then, Sir, with resiject to the release of the detenus, of course we 
congratulate the Ministers that they have Wn able to release 1,100, 
but we must also demand at the same time that though Deoli Deten- 
tion Camp has been abolished, the Berhainpore Detention camp should 
also be abolished, and these are the detenus who are rotting in the 
cells behind the prison bars and they should be released. It lias also 
been elated tidies without numW by the Hon*ble Minister that their 
policy is the release of the detenus. Of course, I am not speaking 
about the political prisoners and I wottU also expect the Hoa’blo the 
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Home Minister to se« that all the political prisoners who are still Mhind 
the prison bars should he freed, so that a sum of a few lakhs of rupees 
may be again available for the purpose of primary education. Then, 
Sir, I must also accuse the Ministry, because they are not working 
with much push and dash. There is much scope. Sir, for retrench- 
ment. There is much scope for improvement and I may tell the 
Hon'ble the Home Minister that so far as some posts are concerned, 
there is absolutely no necessity for it. There is a huge waste of pub- 
lic money so far as the posts of the Divisional Commissioners are con- 
cerned. Why do you keep the Divisional Commissioners? Why 
don’t you abolish the posts of Divisional Commissioners and along 
with them the whole office staff and his office. That will give us some 
lakhs of rupees. But what is the work done by them after all? The 
Divisional Commissioners serve the purpose of merely a post office. 
There is the District Magistrate: The District Magistrate can write 
direct to the departments and to the various authorities. So the 
Divisional Commissioner will be a non-entity. Practically, he is doing 
no work. Therefore, it is my suggestion that the posts should be 
abolished. May I lie given a few minutes more, Sir? 

Mr. SPEAKER: No. there are so many other members. 

Mrt. HEMAPROVA MAdUMDAR: 

JWPlTC WK* 5*15^ STTOSili **VtC5' BWCTSnf 

cwnRcii r? Ircw a;;;^ tncw 

wrc'f# ^TTOtiT ^ W *(15 

(TOl I 5T ^ CTO? W't *R W fTR flfiT 

RTOTR, zm RHT «nR?T RTO «(TTO VK nrfuRi 

fnixtiH zjus tot birr 

n nwImwfTcw Vszi Wr C5R91 TO 

froi iRT fro tsorpu ^ ctor; 

R WeiR JTRRfT TOtlpJn’ — OTT RT?r tW WHR 

STO RTffTO ^ 5R CHC*14 TOST CHT BTOT RT flFTTOS BW* 

tVl 5FTTO. RWT RfTO »lfT ttWH 

•HPf TOR SRR ^Rcmre •qiTOW 

•(Rlri^RfR ntRfW CVTRt TO RTOIC to tfljl TOEl 

•qjR?* l!ffP5R TO TOTRl TO TO^ TO R TOR •TO 

BITOW W TO TO, TO ItoB TO RTl dA IRT R TOT 

TO flRR R!W RTO CTOKIR Wt SffT^I TOTOW f TOTO IRT TO CTOi 
RJIR fRTOI SfV \ TOR SRR TOTOb TO9KM TO!W fTO TO iTOf 
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ms cTKv wm ^cir ^ <(f < CT g « eii *«r fof^ to {cir fini 

TOC^ wi cfraiw CB^ ^ fro. afv tot c^— « wix rto oil g rouBii mm 
ms TOa «W«IMH tor fcf^ TO «ri«lW>?t’* ^BTTI ?[TTOl 

Tw HRC*^ «(RR R ?rr?r 8Wf «?RTTO f^CTt RH ?TR[ «CR;R RHH 

mm *(R 5m ^reiR Sro w tor itow Rirt (formation) 
TO5 TO — RT^, rtb^ c»R •rV^s ^ r * gfg iw * n in> 

OTl 'a®4l8i nW^TOT 5n9 CTOR^ ^ TORR 

W 'fltfRT RRR, JlJRTt 5? R TOjjR <3^ l:*IJf9rTOn STIJ flClj ff^T 

=[r TOR ^l 1^ JR 3TU =^T TOR ^ it (>R 1^811 RJCTR f*W 

fWW^ W[U^t« to ^ ^t(Rr CTO R't^feR «q*R7TO d tolffTO 

SRR JRR ffl toro i^RRT ^R:^ TOR RTO SfS RTR nTRl TO ^ 

RTS^ TO? *(TO TOR ifTRR TO Rl^ *a f ' TO4CM'^l *TOTt to 

Ct?PTl RRR TO14 W UTlTOt TO-CRTR’R « tr(>f*lTOTO RIT^R fTRT C'lR 

•nroi ton?ra: f^jf=r r tor srt to; to; ^to tor rir 

RTRTO — R5T« toot •to 4FTO TO Si loSI RiTO «RT I WT—TOT. t ff PR ; ;? 

Um TOR to? rTO r — fro srt to^ toliR r t rci4 

OT feto TOTO 8RTOr?C*R 5TR toR RR S^TTO TO STTI TOT^T 41 TO 

4f(^ 4^ TO R — 4l JR Ctttf5[t JOT CTOR RTO JT^tOT TOT f;;fR TOTO 

to;r 1 4to fro® — at 9 rt $to to 4t tor-— toto rto 4 

to TO TO TOll « TOTO R JR to ^ 4 ; TOR R nilT •C:;f«Rl TO*t 
j^to TORfrorr rsr toR «R;to, to. to^R4 to. t^nrto 

•(TR^TO TOn 4fK TOfto iw* TORT TO4 TOR njTO fTO R j a 44^ TOT TO¥ 

tor 4r 5TTf? an to «rr— tot tor a^onto tr Rto to 

CTOR TORI 

CR'JIBI? TOIHR4 TO 4^ R^1«( TOR toR TOto RTRR I CJT51 TO TO 
44I<T« R4nR?C JTtaiT JRRR I iRlTRT T^Th TOR VC r1#R RRCTR RUR *0^ ; 

af^ jmTR to; aroR tor to to r ^ti ‘r tor R?an*t»3iR jt^rr — tor 
RB^ ^0^ 5t¥T ctot ao^ Tor tot. to «rt tori aa totoh it rir 

ifl OTRI ITUTTR fRJ^ RTR ^ 8W* JRTRR RRT 4TRI aRPTOF a^5 IT^J^ C4R 
JTJTO toCR TOR af^ CTOI fl TOR 3toR RTRT! JfT IT RTR ^0 Ro TOR 
TOR RfPrt Jt;;?^ ¥ir rhSI \4^to afroR rirt ato to afi it 4i< to «rt aa 
®wwi4 RTi aRRR wtoi afTOR cwtoli acTOi. eTR jRfWaa. aii trow 
c¥!ii iftcai RRTOi afa tor tRjTO-— aRr m torr torrcr afa toi 
fa dw^ ar to*at af^ aanl ir fa— ar ri to to tor tor ait cat tocii 
JWTO TOa to 0 TO toifaa tori atoi afa tor toit fropR ail r— a*Rr 
w ^ fro TORiiw iRTORapr oittor cptr cror fiw oari aro «fa tor 
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2w*( ctto spph to toi mA twt^ 

TOTra w*Wn tototwf aw^ ffi— W=t 

WTO fJiaTWt' frotlOT 

TOtTO TOT? TOiTfTO ntW^ f^pC\s aw^ at w — iTnr to wto 
fTtro W TO TO TOTTTO *TO 1 TO >Rl TOTOT TO TOTOpC 

TO cnrarpTR fro arf^ro ^cri totot fro tcff wRial iHa;w airo, to^ito 
affi ITO RTtaa totw' wto ^ tor frow* froro froitia toitor. ctor 
afv a5(fsR afcM«r cro totoi totot aw froro cro 

froro ^nro cTOca ^ 5TO sir i w tor faftr ca 4 tIto 

w aiKwirw arc* aiTO w TOa cro fii tot froro 

froro TOf TO TOTTO af®a*TO otto 5a? aWa to — ar cro faajat anr 
cwt arro =m arTO a;«R ^ R art? aa'afR torto aa? aw<*t?H' asR air 
?t5to oronaca — fTOR tor TOirtaa? artr? TOroaca airo Wfey a^jro 
TOTfa — aT?T TO aw arraRUr aalwro ftw tor ?tc«[ 5 aia tor, a?^ aar aca 
CTO CTOR afa 5aTO ar<R tori aaro araarwR araWra TORiawi 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, we have listened 
to a very interesting speec^h from the Hon’ble Finance Minister, and I 
should like to congratulate him for his clear understanding of some of 
the pressing needs of the province. He has clearly visualized the 
problems which call for early solution and has suggested that bis budget 
be judged from the point of its success or otherwise in the meeting of 
the problems. It is not possible in the general (budget discussion to go 
into the details of the particular provisions embodied in the budget, 
but 1 should nevertheless like to discuss some of the main iprinciplee 
underlying. 

The first comment which suggests tr) myself is the absence of any 
clear formulation of policy for the improvement of the economic 
condition of the masses, though the Hon’ble Finance Minister has him- 
self admitted that this is the most important question of modern Bengal. 
But, Sir, unfortunately, this is not a poor man’s budget. 

His approach as expressed in the budget provision is from the point 
of view of appointment of individual members, of the middle class, but 
we must to-day realize that the problems of the masses are even more 
pressing than those of the educated unemployed. It is only in this 
context that one can understand the Hon*lble Finance Minister’s 
astonishing remarks al>out retrenchment. 

For it may l>e true that from the point of view' of the prospects 
and standards of ths/middle class there is not much room for further 
retrenchment but if we can forget for a moment our middle class 
affiliations and look at the question from the point of view of tlis 
standards and needs of the hungry millions of the province there is 
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den^ng ^6 fact that the present scales of remuneration in Government 
service am out of all proportion to the economic realities of the province. 
We have further to remember that other provinces in India have faced 
this question and there is a general movement for regulating the salaries 
in conformity with the appalling jmverty of the })eople. If other 
provinces can do it why not Bengal? (Maulvi Abul Hasiiim: Which 
province has done it.^) Madras has done it. (The Hon’ble Mr. Nalini 
Ba5Jan Sahker : We did it thi-ee years la^fore Madras.) 
(Mr. J. C. Gupi'a ; No, not the same thing.) We refuse to believe 
for a moment that this will in any way impair the efficiency, strength, 
or integrity of our public services. 

The other side of the jjicture is the maintenance or creation of a. 
large niiinl>er of posts without any definite or fruitful work to do. 

I would ask what has the Marketing Officer done for the improve- 
ment of agriculture and prices in the province. I would ask now, that 
the Legislature has decided to abandou any large scale revisional settle- 
ment, what purpose will the Director of I^and llecords, the Settlement 
Officers and a huge establishment serve — cannot the present work be 
done by the Member, Board of Revenue, working through the Collei tors 
of the districts? 

1 would ask what purpose do Comuiis.sioners of Divisijins serve? Is 
it n(»t true that they are regarded as dignified post offices? Have they 
not become superfluous but expensive luxury? What is this that we 
hear again of the creation of the office of an Ap|K)intment Adviser. 
What work will he do? What salary w'ill he carry? W’hat useful 
purjMjsi? can he serve? 

Is it not a fact that we have in Bengal a sufficient nutnlier of men 
who have received special training abroad in methods of primary 
education, co-operation and other similar subjects? Why this fondness 
for sending particular officers on deputation to England or Denmark 
when we are told that there is no money for .some of the most pressing 
needs of the province? (Maulvi Aiiul Hakhim : There is something 
rotten in the State of Denmark.) My friend says that there is something 
rotten in the State of Denmark. Sir, we welcome Governmeni's 
intention of spending a crore for ameliorative measures, but when we 
look to the actual distribution of the funds we cannot feel confident in 
the wisdom of the selection they have made. We are told that there 
is no money for improvement of primary education and only five lakht 
are allotted for the purpo.se in the budget but we are astonished to find 
that youth welfare — whatever that might mean — is to get 2i lakhs. 
Who is to organise the youth w'elfare? Who will manage the funds? 
And what will be the purpose for w'hich the money will be spent? 
These are questions which must be answered before the liegislature is 
asked to provide such unusually large sums for unspecified purposes in 
unknown hands? Again heavy sums are allotted for several institutions- 
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of doubtful value. Have Government any control over their exfendi- 
t^e? I» the Legislature represented on their governing bodies? Not 
a cowrie appears to have been provided this year for any old scheme 
Madrasahs which have been imparting very useful education on Islamic 
civilization and culture. I come to the proposal for a Purdah College. 
The striking example of want of a clear vision is to be found in the 
proposal for a Purdah College for girls. What is the meaning of the 
word *‘Purdah” here? As has been already said, the word is liable 
to different interpretations by different persons. We have always 
demanded a College for Muslim girls alone in which girls will be 
trained by female professors in the atmosphere of a Muslim Home. 
(Cries of “Hear, hear” from some Muslim members of the House.) 
The present pro])osal is not exactly like that, and this will only 
reduplicate unnecessarily the conditions existing in other institutions. 
The fund allotted again is extremely inadequate. We want the 
scheme to materialize in the course of a year. 

With regard to excess of jute duty, I would congratulate the Hon’ble 
Finance Minister for his good luck, but I cannot congratulate him for 
the use to which he wants to put the money. The opinion of almost 
all the members of this side of the House is that this should have been 
spent exclusively for primary education and thus benefit the masses from 
whom the money is ultimately derived. (Cries of “Hear, hear” from 
Congress and Coalition Benches.) Money has to be found out for free 
primary education — which cannot wait any longer. 

In this connection, I would also ask why should we have two funds 
for jute restriction propaganda and jute census. Cannot the two works 
be done together? or I would rather say — can the works be done 
separately. It is common knowledge that the money for jute restriction 
pro])aganda is not well spent and the persons who are entrusted with the 
work are of a tyi>e who have no influence whatever in the countryside. 
Cannot Government think of utilizing the help and co-operation of local 
M.L.As. and M.L.Cs. who in all such cases will be glad to offer theii 
services on a voluntary and honorary basis? What is there to prevent 
the formation of u District Jute Control Board with M.L.As. and 
M.L.Cs? 

There are many other points which deserve attention, such as the 
Co-operative Movement, the Rural Development and Debt Settlement, 
the Development of Indu.stries, inadequacy of medical aid, etc. Each 
of these points would require a thorough and careful analysis. I shall 
reserve my remarks in connection with the demand for grants. 


All Joummiiit 

The House was then adjourned till 6-30 p.m. on Tue.sday the 22sd 
February, 1638, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 



P f O ce ej Bm oi the Bengel Lefulative Attembljr MMOiUed 
under the provisions of the Government of Indie Aet, 1935. 

Tins Assembly met in the Assembly House, OBh utta, on Tuesday, 
the 22nd February, 1938, at (1-10 p.in. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the HoA'ble Khan Bahadur M. Azi/.ui, Haotk, c.i.E.) 
in the Chair, 11 Hon’ble Ministers and 191 members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral antwera were ghren) 

Malaria in Nadia, Murshidabad and deeeore. 

*44. Dr. NALlNAKiHA 8ANYAL: Will the Ilon’ble Miniaier in 
charge of the Public Health and Loral Self-dovernment Department lie 
pleased to state — 

(a) whether he is aware that large parts of the districts of Nadia, 
Murshidabad and Jessore have suffered this year fn>m an 
unusually severe attack of malaria; 

(h) whether Government have in ve'^tigated into the caii.ses of 
the same ; 

(c) if so, what are tlieii finding*' : 

(ff) is it a fact that one jKJtcnr can*je i** the insufficiency of natural 
flushing through flood** during the ln‘«t rainy season ; 

<e) whether the prolonged suffering was due largely to want of 
adecjuate supply of (piinine through the local disi>ensnries ; 

and 

(/) what step.s have (lovernmerit taken **o far and propose to take 
in the near future to prevent and to control the spread of 
malaria in the area? 

MINISTER in ehtri^ of PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL BELF- 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (tho Honlila Mr. iyid NaoMior 
AU): (a) The incidence of malaria lias increased in Nadia and 
Murahidabad. 

(b) and (c); An investigation was made about lo^al recrudescence of 
malaria at Ehoebaahpur in Murshidabad in connection with the pistia 
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removal experimental scheme in that area. The Assistakt ifalariqlogist 
vas deputed for necessary investigation and his report is awaited. 

(d) Insufficiency of natural flushing through floods is one of the 
main causes of malaria in Bengal. 

(e) No report of any shortage of supply of quinine was received by 
Government. 

(/) The IMstrict Board has l)een asked to submit anti-malaria 
schemes for examination by the Public Health Department. The grants 
for free distribution of quinine to assist local authorities has been 
increased. The problem of combating nialaria on comiH’ehensive lines 
has been engaging the serious attention of Government. 

Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHANs Will the Hon’ble Minister with 
reference to answer (/), — the last sentence of the ans^^er, — l>e pleased 
to state whether any comprehensive scheme for fighting malaria has 
been prepared? 

Ttii Hon’bla Mr. SYED NAUSHER ALi: Not yet. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state with reference to answer (c), whether he is aware 
that in the district of Murshidabad there were a number of (lispensaries 
that went off the supply of quinine ff>r a very long time during the last 
malaria season? 

Tha Hofi*bla Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: ] um not aw^are of that. 

Mauivi ABDUL BARI: AVill the Hoirble Minister be pleased to 
state the result of the removal of the pistia at Khosbashpur in the 
district of Murshidabad? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: The answer is there 
already. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Is it not a fact that during 
the last eight years in Murshidabad wherever pistia has been removed 
malaria has been considerably decreased, and wherever there is pistia, 
malaria is raging in epidemic form? 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: I cannot accept that 

statement as correct, Sir. ^ 

Mr« PROMATHA RANMN THAKUR: With reference to answer 
(a)» what makes the Hon’ble Minister think that the incidence of 
malaria has not increased in Jessore as well? 
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'Qw 4l2n'bl« Mr. SYiD NAUtHER ALI: Nothing makes the 
Minister think in any particular way, and I have not thought in any 
particular way so far as this answer is concerned, but I think it is 
because no report has been received that is why nothing has been 
stated, my own impression being that there is no room for inciease 
and consequently no report has been submitted. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of Communications and Works be pleased to state whether 
or not during the last malaria season at his place pistia was rtunoved 
at his instance with the desired result? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That (juestion does not arise. That has nothing 

to do with this. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Very well, Sir, I put this 

question whether the Hon’ble Minister in charge is awaie that during 
the last malaria season Maharaja Sris Chandra Nandy, of Kasimbasur, 
started anti-pistia by a rapid decline of malaria, whereas in the 
neighbouring places where it was not done, malaria remaine<l as 
before ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: Sir, so far as I am 

concerned, I cannot give any definite reply without proper notice; but 
apart from that it is palpable that where there is vegetation growth 
of this nature which is likely to give shelter and breeding ground for 
ni08(juito. Removal ol ]»i'*tia is likely to decrease the incidence of 
malaria. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Will the llou'ble Minister be pleased to 
state what steps Government have taken to flush the rivers, which is 
considered to be one of the reasons for the spread of malaria in the 
district of MurshidabadP 

The Hon’fole Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: That is a matter more 
or less not for the Health Department, but for the Irrigation Depart- 
ment. Government have been seriously thinking almut the entire 
question— if not for eradicating, at least for reducing, the incidence of 
malaria, as fa% us the funds at the disposal of Goveniment would 
permit. 

M^ 8ANTD8H KUMAR BA8U: May I just ask the Hon’ble 
Minist# how long has this sort of thinking been continuing? 

Tilt Hoii*lllt Mr. BYEO NAUBNiR ALI: I cm at Moe say that 
it is such a big problem that one year, or two years or even Eve years 
may not be quite sufficient. 
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Mf« OASANKA SEKHAR SAMYALs lielerriiig^ to aium^r in 

(J), ‘‘recrudescence of malaria at Khosbashpur^', is the Hon’ble Minister 
aware that in Gobardanga, a neighbouring village, pistia was not 
removed, and malaria remained there as before, whereas in the neighr 
bouriiig village of Khosbashpur only pistia from among the vegitation 
was removed and this was followed by a decline in malaria. 


The Hofi’ble Mr. EYED NAUSHER ALI: I have already stated 
that removal of pistia may reduce the incidence of malaria, and I have 
got no information relating to the matter al)out which the question has 
been put. 


Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI; With referenc« to the 
nnswer to Mr. Bnsu’s question that the problem is so vast as to engage 
the attention of Government for five years, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be plea-sed to state whether it is not a fact that it is engaging the 
attention of the Government since the time Sir Suremlra Nath Bannerji 
was the Minister in charge of this department? 

Th. Hon’ble Mr. 8YE0 NAUSHER ALI; I think, Sir, malaria 
has been drawing the attention of the Government ever since malaria 
appeared in this country, but the question is as to how it lias got to be 
tackled and eradicated. So far as I know 1 cannof say what Govern- 
ment did long hiiig ago, hut what I am concerned with is to say that 
I have taken up tlie matter .seriously .since T came into office. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon’lde Minister be 
pleased to state before this House what are the exact impediments 
preventing the iinniediute adoption of a comprehensive scheme to tackle 
this problem !■" 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: This House, J under- 
stand, know.si ilnirougbly well that we have undertaken a survey of 
malaria, but the survey is not yet loniplete. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Will ,Ue Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the quinine that is meant 
for distribution is sometimes ,s<dd by the so-called anti-malaria societies? 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. 8YEO NAU8HER ALI: Well, Sir, since I came 

office I have never got any complaint to that effect. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to answer {ft, will 
the Hon hie Minister be pleased to state the nature of the oomprehen- 
81 ve scheme and whether that comprehensive enquirv includes the 
question of irrigntion and flushing, as well as the distribution of 
qumine? 
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Hit Hoil’blt Mr. 8YED NAII8HER ALIS No ooxuprelionmve 
gcheme lifts yet been drawn up. The whole matter is under oonsidem- 
tion and will depend to a very large extent on the results of the survey. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: In view of the answer which 
the Hon’ble Minister gave at the previous session that anti-pistia work 
is less costly than quinine, what is the impediment in giving a trial 
to this experiment which has succeeded so long in Nadia and 
Murshidabad ? 

Thft Hon’blft Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: My information, as far 
as I remember, on the last occasion (though the connected papers are 
not before me) was il was not a fact tliat it had been successful ^ 

Mauivi ABDUL BARI: Will the lion'ble Minister be pleased to 
state when did Government ask the District Board of Murshidal)ad to 
submit the anti-malaria scheme for the district of Murshidalmd and 
whether any reply to that effect was received? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: I would ask for notice. 

Oftbt Settlement Boards in Murshidabad. 

•45. Mauivi ABDUL BARI: Will the Hoirble Ministei in chaige 
of the Co-operative (Vedit and Rural Indebtedness Department pleased 
to state — 

{a) whether Debt vSettlement Htmrds have been formed in the dis- 
trict of Murshidabad; 

(b) if not, what is the reason of the delay; 

(c) if any Settlement Boards have been formed in the distri<t, 

what is their number; and 

(d) are the Goveinmenl aware that creditors are exi)editing institu- 

tion of the ca.ses and execution of decrees before the Ijoardg 
a-e actually formecl? 

MINISTER in ohirgft of COOPERATIVE CREDIT ftiid RURAL 
INDEBTEDNESS DEPARTMENT (thft Honlilft Mr. Mukundft 
Bfttiiry Muliiok): (a) Tea. 

(6) Does pot arise. 

(c) 70 . 

(d) I have no information. 
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Milllvl AiOIIL tARIS Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleasii to 
state by subdivisions the number of Debt Settlement Boards in the 
district of Murshidabad? That is, how many in each subdivision P 

The Hon'Me Mr. MUKUNOA SENARY MULLICKs I would refer 
the hon’ble member to the Gasette in which all these Boards have been 
published. 

Mauivi ABDUL BARI: With reference to the Gazette itself, will 
the Hon ’hie Minister he pleased to state whether it is not a fact that 
only 27 Deb< Settlement Boards have been established, though the 
Hon’ble Minister says 70? 

Tha Hon'ble Mr. MUKUNDA SENARY MULLICK: I have given 
the answer that it is 70. 

MiUlvi ABDUL BARI: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to 
agree with me thal after the publication in June, there has been no 
further publication regarding Debt Settlement Board in the district of 
Murshidabad ? 

The Nofl’ble Mr. MUKUNDA SENARY MULLICK: T would refer 
the hon’ble member to the Gazette, dated the Ord February, in wliich a 
further publication of these Boards has been made. 

MauIvI ABDUL BARI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if j)roposnls for the establishment of l)e])t Settlement Boards in 
all the TTnion Boards have la'en received in the Hon’ble Minister’s 
office? 

Th« Non’ble Mr. MUKUNOA SENARY MULLICK; Sir, I must 
ask for notice, 

Mauivi ABDUL BARI: AVill the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
atate how long will it take his department to establish Debt Settlement 
Boards in all the Fnion Boards in the district of Murshidabad? 

ThA Non’blU Mr. MUKUNDA SENARY MULLICK: For the infor- 
matibn of my hon'ble friend T would only say that it will be done as 
and when proposals are received from the local officers. 

Mr. ilOGEBN CHANDRA CUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 1>e 
pleased to state whether he has made any arrangements for the granting 
of short term credits to agriculturists in the Murshidabad district, where 
he has established Debt Settlement Boards? 
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Mr. irEAtCEili I am afraid that question does not arise. 


Ml 


Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Will the Hon^ble 
Minister be pleased to state as regards the appointment of members to 
the Debt Settlement Boards, whether it is a fact that the fifth man who 
is supposed to be an impartial man is generally appointed 

Tho Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I submit, Sir, that that is 
a statement of opinion and not a question. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: With reference to question (d), will the 
Hon’ble MinivSter l>e pleased to state whether (loveriiment have enquired 
into the allegation made in tins question tliat institution of eases and 
execution of decrees ucre being exjxMlited in view of the fact tl»at Debt 
Settlement Boards wert* going to be established? Has any eniiuiry lieen 
made? 

Tho Hofi’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: On receipt of 
notice of tbi^ (lueslion the local oHicer was asked, and the answer is 
that Government have no definite information. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL; Will the Hon’hle Minister 
be pleased to state whether any instructions have ))cen issued to tht' 
local authorities for forwarding any applications that may be made to 
them for the formation of Boards? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: No instim. 
tinn is necessary. As soon as there is a pro]»osnl for the formation of a 
Board it is considered hy the local officers, and the proposal is forwarded 
to Government. 


Ominion of tho northern boundary plot at Dinajpur in th# raoordt-of* 

rights. 

♦48. Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: (a) Is the Hon hle Minister 
in charge of the Revenue Department aware that in the finally published 
records-of-rights by the Settlement Officer at Dinajpur the northern 
boundary plot is not shown P 

(b) If the, answer to (a) is in the affirmative, is the Hon ble 
Minister considering it desirable to take steps for remedying the 
defect? 
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IHNItTER in olinrf* of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (tto llAPblo 
Sir BiJoy Prasad tingh Roy): (a) Yes. 


(b) There is no defect to be remedied. Hie lands of holdings are 
sufficiently identified by the plot numbers and the map. Entry of the 
northern boundary in the khatian is considered unnecessary. 


Mr. NISHiTHA HATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether it was not more eaiy to have an entry made as 
legards the northern boundaryP 


Mr. SPEAKER: That Ih a matter of opinion. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what was the reason for omitting this entry about the 
uorlheni la.iindaryP Did it entail any cost? 

Tho Hon'We Sir BIJOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: Yes, Sir. It was 

omitted on grounds of economy. 


Mr. OHIRENDRA NATH DATTA; Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
plea^d to state whether it is a fact that the northern boundary is shown 
in the settlement records of other districts? 

The Hon'Me Sir BIJOY PRA88AD SINGH ROY: Yes, Sir. It is 

SO. 


Mr. 8A8ANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: In view of the answer that an 
CT .1 1 v/- *' 0 ''n<lar.V in the kliatuin is not nec-essary, will the 

Hon ble Mini-ster he pleased to state whether he would enquire whv 
northern boundaries were ineluded in the record-of-rights of other 


The Hon'blo Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: 

answered that question. Sir. 


I have already 


PsymMt of Mttlomont oo^ by instalmonts on aooount of partial failuro 
of paddy orops in the Oina|pur diotriot. 

!4r. Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: (a) Is the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Kevenue Department aware— 

(i) of the genefal economic distress that is still prevailing in the 
district of Dinajpur; 

(n) of the fact that there has been a partial failure of the main 
crop (paddy); and 
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{9ii) IftAt the prices of agncultural produce have considerably faSlen 
down in the district? 

(b) If BO, is he considering the desirability of issuing direction for 
granting easy instalments covering a fairly long period of time for 
payment of settlement cost of Dinajpur? 

Tlie Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; {a) There has 
been a poor crop of paddy in certain low-lying lands in Balurghot 
subdivision, but Government are not aware of any ge!o*nil economic 
distress or failure of paddy crop in Dinujjmr district. 

(6) Under existing instnu^tions, easy instalments are granted in 
deserving cases and particular cases of hardshij) receive special consi- 
deration. Government will see that these instructions are carefully 
observed . 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU; Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he is aware that several hundred tenants applied 
for easy instalments, hut that they were asked to make their payments 
to the Recovery Officer within 1 or 2 months’ time, i.e . when he w«)uM 
remain there? 

TN Hon’bla Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (iovernment have 
already issued instructions to District Officers to allow easy instalments 
in those areas and in those cases where there has heen a failure of crops 
or where there is likely to he any hardship. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to explain what he means hy “ea-^iy instalmentM” ? 

(No reply.) 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Is the Hon bJe Minister 
aware that after the last se.s.sion of the Legislative Assembly confidential 
circulars were issued bj^ the Collector of Murshidabad asking (he small 
landlords not to file certificate cases in large numbers and that such 
circulars were not issued to the big landlords? 

Mr. SPEAKER: •How does that question arise? 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: This question arises because 
of the number 

Mr. SPEAKER: Where do you find the number? 1 am afraid you 
are mistaken,, for the * ^number” comes in the next question. 


Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: I am very sorry. Sir. 
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Mr. AHMED HOEAlNt May we know wko decides wkioh iases 
involve hardeliipP 

The Hon’ble Sir BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; The Collector, 
Sir. 

Mr. AHMED HOSAIN; Are the Gbvemment prepared to issue 
instructions for payment in easy instalments at least in those four areas 
where there has been a poor outturn of crops ? 

The HOfl’ble Sir BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Government have 
already issued such instructions. 

Mr. AHMED HOSAIN: What I want to know is whether Govern- 
ment have issued general or particular instructions? 

The Hon'ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: General instruc- 
tions have been issued to District OflScers to allow easy instalments in 
those areas where there has been a failure of crop, and also in particular 
cases where there is likely to be any hardship. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state if in issuing instructions to the District Officers he has 
passed any definite orders to the effect that recovery costs should not 
be realized within the next five years? 

Thf Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The matter has 
been left to the discretion or the District (Officer, but he has been very 
definitely told that easy instalments should be allowed where it is found 
to be necessary. 


Ocrtifloate oases in MurshicMail. 

*48. Maillvi ABDUL BARI: Will the Honide Minister in charge 
of the Revenue Department be pleased to state — 

(а) how many certificate cases were instituted in the district of 

Murshidabad in 1936-37 and 1937-38; 

(б) in how inau^ of these cases moveable properties were attached; 

and 

(c) in how many of these cases the certificate officer himself went 
out to execute the decree? 
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i 

TU Sir BUOY BRASAD SINGH ROY: 

and 193748-7,271. 


m 

(a) 1 ^ 3647 - 4,892 


{b) The information cannot Iw* obtained without reference to all 
the disposed of records, involving? excessive labour and cost. 

(c) None. 


Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether it is not a fact that after the last session 
of the Assembly the big zeniindurs were allowed to file certificate cases 
in large numbers, whereas the small zemindars were not allowed to do 

fiO? 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Government do 
not make any such discrimination. 

Mttulvi ABDUL BARI: Is the Honble Minister aware that in 
1936-37 the Certificate Officer of Lalbagh went to e\e<*ute a certain 
decree personally with a gun in hand to village Dhohapara^ 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: 1 hope that is 
mu correct. 

Or. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Is the Hon'hle Minister aware that 
1936-37 and 1937-38 were the two famine years for the district of 
Murshidabad ? 

The Hoii*ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: 1936-37 was ! ot 
a famine year. 

Mauivi ABDUL BARI: Does the Hon'lde Minister remember that 
I referred to this particular fact of the Certificate Officer grdng with a 
gun in hand to Dhobapara in my speech iit the last, budget session »nd 
that the Hon^ble Minister assured me that he would enquire into the 
matter? Has he made an enquiry? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: So far as I 

remembtBr an enquiry was made, and the allegation was not 
substantiated. 

Maifhri ABOUL BARI: Is the Hon^ble Minister aware that the 
District Magistrate of Murshidabad did irot icceive any orders from 
0OTemment to make an enquiry? 
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TIM Hmi’IiI# Sir SISOY TOASAO SINCH AOYs How do^ ihe 

hon’ble member know that Goremment did not refer the matter to the 
District Officer? 

Mauivi ABDUL BARI: Because I had a talk with the District 
Magistrate only a week ago about this matter. 

Dr. NAL1NAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state what percentage out of these certificate cases related 
to cases instituted by Government for Government property in the kbas 
mahals, and what percentage of them rel^«d to properties of private 
landlords ? •* 

^ The Hon’ble Sir BIUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I ask for notice, 
Sir. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Is it not a fact that in 
Murshidabad district the big landlords were accommodated by permit- 
ting them to deposit court-fees after the disposal of cases, whereas this * 
privilege w'as denied to the small landlords? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: No. Sir During 

the distress years the i)rivilege was exteiuled to all landlords. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Will the Hon ble Minister 
be pleased to state if it is not a fact that a particular zemindar — a Raja 
Bahadur of Murshidabad — wrote to the (’ommissioner and to the higher 
authorities and got special privileges which were denied to others? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: No, that is not 
a fact. 

Mauivi ABDUL BARI: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to 
state if it is not a fact that in order to execute a certificate degree, an 
officer of the certificate department entered into the house of a respect- 
able Muhammadan gentleman in a place under the Fatehpur thana 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think, I should say that it is not my intention 
to put a stop to the right of individual members to put supplementary 
questions. But I also think it is only proper for me to suggest whether 
it would not be mbre advisable and serve the purpose better if the 
attention of the Hon’ble Minister is specifically drawn to an incident 
before a question is put to the Hon’ble Minister in this House, specially 
when serious allegations are made. 
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•InIvIVbdUL BARI: With due respect I may say that the atten- 
tion of tiie Hon’ble Minister was drawn by me at the time of the dis- 
cussion of the last bud^^et and the Hon’ble Minister assured me that 
he would enquire into the matter 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is probably not the convenient way of draw- 
ing attention of the Hon’ble Minister if a member reall.\ wants on 
effective remedy. So many things are .said in this Hou.se but a grave 
and serious matter of allegation may be s|)ecifirally brought to his 
notice. 

Msulvi ABDUL BARI.^^ Will the Hon ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether the figures mentioned in his reply represent only the 
figures of the Sadar subdivision of the Murshidabad district ? 

The Hon’blo Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The question was 
with regard to the district of Murshidabad, and the answer is with 
reference to the question put. 

Mauivi ABDUL BARI: Will the Hon ble Minister be pleusetl to 
state whether these figure^ repre.sent only the cases of the Sadar sub- 
division y 

The Hon'ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Xo 

Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: iluviug regard to the admi«. 
.sion of the Hou’ble Minister that lJl'17-d8 was a famine year in ^he 
district of Murshidabad, will the Hon ’hie Minister be pleased to suspend 
the enforcement of the certificate i>roct»dure in that dislric’t y 

Tha Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Wlien did I admit 
that 1937-38 was a famine yeary 

Mr. SPEAKER: I th ink both Mr. Gupta and the Hon’ble Minister 
were under a misapprehension : the answer was given about one year 
only, and the Hon’ble Minister did not say anything about the other 
year. 

Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister Iw 
pleased tolstate whether he ie aware that 1937-38, so far as Murshidabad 
is concerned, has been a famine year? 

TIm Hon’blt Sir BUOY PROSAD SINGH ROYs Certainly not; it 
wae a year of bumper crop. 



110 


QUESTIONS 


[22nd Fkb., 

^ I 

Ctorfci in thn Cnrtilkmtn and Raaord Room DofMitmonte of Oh 
Collootoratei. 

*48. Dr. GOBINDA CHANDRA BHAWMIK: Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Itevenue Department be pleased to state — 

(a) whether the service of clerks in the — 

(i) Certificate Department, 

(w) Landlord Fee Department, 

(in) Nazarat Department, 

(iv) Touzi Department, and 
(r) Record Room, 

is temporary' or not in spite of long standing service and 
necessary' qualifications; and 

(b) whether their claims are considered when the question ot 

recruitment to the permanent staff arises? • 

Tho Hofi’Mo Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROYs (a) (i) In the 

Certificate and Record Room Departments of the Collectorates, the minis- 
terial sUiff is partly temporary and partly permanent; in the Nazarat 
and Touzi Deptirtments, wholly permanent ; and in the Landlord Fee 
Department, wholly temporary. 

(h) Claims of really etficient temporary clerks are taken into consi- 
deration in filling up permanent vacancies. 

Dr. GOBINDA CHANDRA BHOWMIK: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state with reference to answer (h), whether there is any 
inefficient temporary clerk in the department? 

The Hon’hle Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Temporary clerks 
are appointed and if they ultimately prove to be inefficient they are not 
reappointed or made permanent. 

Dr. GOBINDA CHANDRA BHOWMIK: My question was whether 
there is any inefficient clerk in the department? 

Tht Hon'bla Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: There may be 
some, but when they are found inefficient their services ana dispensed 
with. 

Baku KSHETRA NATH SINGHA: With reference to question (b), 
will the Hon ’ble Minister be pleased to state if those temporary clerks 
will be cimsidered inefficient when they pass the ordinary age-limitf 
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IJm $ir BUOY PRASAD SiNCH ROYj No, nof always. 

Dr. COBINDA CHANDRA BHOWMIK: Will the Hou ble Minister 

be pleased to state what is the test for efficiency or inefficiency? 

Thi HMi’bla Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The usual test. 

Appomlment of dorioal staff in the officos of Magistrato and Collootor 
at Rajshahi. 

•w. Maulvi MANIRUDDIN AKHAND: (a) Will the Hon bla 

Minister in charge of the Revenue Department be pJeased to state 

(t) how many appointments in the upper and lower grades of the 
permanent establishment in the offices under the District 
Magistrate and Collector, Rajshahi (including the subdi vi- 
sional offices), were made during the last five years from 1933 
to 1937; 

(li) the number of apiwintments (upper and lower grades separately) 
given to the Moslems ; 

(iit) the number of Moslems a^ipointed who are domiciled inhabitants 
of the district of Rajshahi ; and 

(iv) the number of non-Moslems apj^inted who are domiciled 
inhabitants of the district? 

(6) Is it a fact that several higher grade clerks are serving on 
repeatedly long extensions? 

(c) If so, how many of them aie Moslems and how many non- 
Moslems P 

TIm Hon’Ma Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: (a) A statement is 
laid on the table. 

(b) No, 

(c) Does not arise. 

Statement referred to in the reply to clause {a) of starred question No. dO. 
(0 Lower Division — 18. 

Upper division clerks are not recruited direct. 

There were 6 promotions from the lower division. 

, 

(u) Upper Division-Nil. 

Lower Division — 8. 

(«*) 6 . 

(m>) 6. 
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Maulwr ABDUL LATIF BIBWAAt With reference th ^swe^ (h), 
will the Hon’ hie Minister be pleased to state whether extensions are 
l^ven to clerks repeatedly? 

Tim H0ll*bl6 Sir BIMY PRASAD SINGH ROY: There were some 
cases of extension. 


Primary Eduoation Committee. 

*51. Mauivi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state 
whether the Government contemplate — 

(i) constitution of the central Primary Education Committee under 
section 3 of the Bengal (Rural) Primary Education Act, 
1930, very shortly; and 

(it) issue of necessary notification under section 56 of the Act for 
making primary education compulsory in the district of 
Mymensingh before April, 1938? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the probable date of such notification and 
the steps taken up to date to expedite the publication of such 
notification ? 

MINISTER in charge cf EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 

Hon’bla Mr. A. K. Fazlul HllCl): (a) (i) No; as District School Boards 
have been established in 12 districts only so far. 

(n) No. The scheme of free primary education has been 
inaugurated in the district of Mymensingh only from January, 1938, 
and the scheme must be allowed to work for some time before it can 
be reasonably expected that adequate provision of primary education 
in the district will have been made justifying the enforcement 
of compulsion. 

(5) Does not arise. 

Khtii Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether Government propose to introduce free primary 
education in any other district this year? 

Tlia HofPbla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Steps are being taken to 
form school boards in several districts and the matter is being expedited 
as much as possible. 
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1^ Bahadur HAMiDUDDIN AHMAD: Will the Hou’hU 
Minister be pleased to state whether Ooverument think it desirable to 
grant necessary funds from the Provincial Beveiiues to start retpiisite 
number of schools sufficient to give education to nil children of school- 
in the district P 


Ufa SPEAKER; This (jiiestion does not arise. 

Khan Bahadur HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Will the Hon’hle 
Minister be pleased to state with reference to (rt) (t) when st'hool hoards 
are ^ing to be established in other districts of Bengal? 

The HorfMe Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It is very difhcult tc say: 
it all depends on the williiij^ness of the people of the locality to come 
forward to bear the bnrdeii of taxation. Wherever there n demand, 
steps are beinjr taken to form school boards. 


Mr. ABDULLAwAL MAHMOOD: Is the Hon’hle Minister aware 
that the district of Palma ix willinjir to undertake the Inirden of taxation. 

Tha Hofi^Mo Mr. A. K# PAZLUL HU^; ^es, and a scImk)! Ixtard 
has already been established there. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister l^e 
pleased to state what was the nuinbt^r of schools before the introduction 
of free primary education in the district of Mymensinffh and what is 
the number of schools now after its introduction? 

Thi HonFbh Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 do not think the hou’ble 
member can expect me to g^ve this information off-hand from my 
memory. I want notice. 

Mauivi ABUL HA8HIM: Will the llon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether if members representing a particular district say that 
they want the introduction of primary education in that district, he will 
take it that that district w'ants it? 

Tht Hoil’bla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if Government propose to impose education cess in any 
other district this year? 

Tha Han*Ma Mr. A< K. FAZLUL HUQs Yes, as I have already 
stated, school boards are hrst formed and then steps are taken to impose 
cees. 


9 
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Tht Hon’Md Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLIBK: No apilbint. 
ment has yet been made. As I have already answered they have been 
selected for training and will be appointed on the result of the com- 
l>etitive examination. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to 
state how many of these posts have gone to Eastern Bengal and how 
many to Western Bengal? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. 

Mr. PROMATHA RANJAN THAKUR: From the statement placed 
on the library table, it appears that eight candidates have been recruited 
as Sj)eciul Otficers from the Schedule Oaste. Will the Hon’ble Minister 
l)e pleased to state of these 8 candidates why 5 Special Officers have 
l>een recruited from the Scheduled Castes of Khulna district abme? 
Is it because 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. The first part is all right. 

ThB Hon’blt Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: These oandi- 

dates were interviewed and they were selected after interview. I do 
not remember what the actual number was but ^lerhajis the largest 
number cunie from this particular district. 

Mr. PROMATHA RANdAN THAKUR: Will the Hun ble Minister 
l)e pleased to state whether any (lualihed candidate was available from 
*<»ther districts? 


ThB Hoffi’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I must ask 
lor notice. So far as I remember, there were few candidates from other 
distnots. 

Millivi ABDUL BARI: Will the Hou’ble Minister be pleased to 
€ft-ate why not a single 8i)ecial Officer was recruited from the district 
of Murshidal>ad ? 

Tht Hon'hlt Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I shall refer 
the hon’ble meml>er to the reply which I liave given. This selection 
was made not on the l)ai«is of distric’t consideration but on the con- 
f?ideration of the pi'ovince as a whole. 

Mr. NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: 

^ Cl training TOIT fCtT wn ft CfR allowanoe t* 
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fr, SYiD JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether the candidates selected for traininp are 
getting the same graded scale of pay ? 

Th9 Hofi’llia Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MUtLICK: Xo; they are 
getting an allowance during their training period. 

Mr. 8YED dALALUDDlN HA8HEM: Will the Hoirhle Minister 
be pleased to state the «nmoiint of allowance they are getting at pie^enty 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: ln8|>ectms are 
getting at the rate nt Its. bo a month and the Attditors Its. jier 
month. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the llon’hle Minister be pleaded 
10 state witli let^^ience to the an,s\^er he gave to niy previous (|ue.stioii, 
whether the nunil>e]' <>1 persims Mdecteil tor training is just eipial to 
the nnniher of vacatu ies for these |H)sts;*' 

The Hon’We Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: The 

mnnber selected is greater than the number of vacancies. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the llonlde Minister be ideated 
to state tlie numl)er of vacancies that have to Ik* filled up!' We find 
137 candidates have been chosen. 

The Hon’hle Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: All these 

three classe.'^ <lo not go together. 'I'he Sj>ecial Ofiicers form a c lass hy 
them.selves. With regard to the Auditors and Insj^ectors, the numl^er 
that will he finally af)}'>oint('<l will be 27 Insj»ecfors and 40 .Xnditom. 

Mr. PROMATHA RANdAN THAKUR: Will tin Ifori ble Minister 
l)e ideased to state whethei- the Scheduled ('Uste people of some districts 
are less educated than the Scheduled Taste |»eople of Khulna y 


Mr. BREAKER: That is a matter of opinion. If you persist in 
putting such supplementary ciue.stions which you are not entitled to do, 
I will not allow you to put any more supplementary (juestions. 

Mr. RADHANATH DA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state to which caste of Scheduled Taste candidates who have been 
selected from Khulna belong? 

Tho MoN^bl# Mr, MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK t Goveniment 
do not make any distinction between caste and caste. 
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Mr. CKARU CHANDRA ROY; Will the Hon’ble Ifinister'be phased 
to state what is the necessity of recniitinif new men when there are lots 
of registered accountants and auditors? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Thai is a matter of opinion. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister l>e pleased 
to state whether the competitive examination referred to in his answer 
will he held under the auspices of the Public Service Commission or 
it will be a departmental examination? 

The Hofl’ble Mr. MUKUHDA BEHARY MULLIGK: It will be held 
by the officers at the training camp under whom they are placed. 

Dr. H. C. MUKHERtll: Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to 
state if there are Indian Christians .among other minority communities 
mentioned in his statement laid on the library table? 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLIGK: The hon ble 

member will be good enotigh to remember that 1 told him yesterday 
that one Indian Christinii was selected for training us Inspector, another 
as Auditor and two were taken as Special Officers 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Ilon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state why these appointments have not l)een made on the recom- 
mendation of the Public Service ('ommission and why even the examin- 
ation is not being conducted under the auspices of the Tbiblic Service 
Commission ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLIGK: Because the 
rules do not say so. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the period of training the selected candidate will 
h^ve to undergo to enable him to sit at the com])etiti\e examination? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLIGK: So far as I 

remember, it will be a j)eri<Ml of about 7 months. 

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(to whkh antwert were laid on the table) 

Allonfanoee and study st^iends to medioel oflloers on leave abreed. 

18. Baby NARENDRA NARAYAN GHAKRABARTY: (a) Will 

the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Self- 
Government Dejuirtinent be pleased to state whether there is a statutory 
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rule of Govemment to the effect that wheu a medical officer is on leave 
abroad on an average pay or even half of the average pay, the allow- 
ance that he draws when he is abroad is a minimum of £25 per month? 

(h) Is it a fact that over and above this amount he gets a vStudy 
allowance of 12r. a day? 

(c) Tb it a fact that on previous occasions the principle of awarding 
this leave was always based on seniority and special training and not 
on any other basis? 

(d) Is it a fact that three junior o^ficer^ and with no special train- 
ing have been granted leave outside India with allowances and study 
stipends in preference to Nome senior officers who applied for study 
leave and were refused? 

The Hon’bla Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: No 

Strength of Musaalmans in the cadre of the Sub- Assistant Surgeons and 
Assistant Surgeons. 

20. Khan Bahadur Mauivi ilALALUOOIN AHMAD: (f/) Will the 
Hon‘ble Minister in charge of the T.ocul Self-Government and Public 
Health Department ba pleased to state whether there is any percentage 
fixed for the appointment of Mussalmans to the Government post of 
Sub- Assistant Surgeons and Assistant Surgeons? 

{h) If the answer to (o) is in the affinnative, will the Hon^ble 
Minister be pleased to state the strength of Mussalmans in the cadre of 
Sub-Assistant Surgeons and Assistant Surgeons in relation io the total 
strength of both the Medical Sendees? 

The Hon’blo Mr. SYED NAU8HER ALI: (a) Yes 

Assistant Sub -Assistant 
Surgeons. Surgeons. 

{b) Total number of officers on the roll, 

(permanent and temp<)rary) IBT) 275 

Number of Muhammadan officers 
(permanent and temporary) . . .32 .35 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: With regard to answer (a), will 
the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state what percentage has been 
fixed for the appointment of Mu.slims to the post of Assistant Surgeons 
and Sub-Assistant Surgeons? 


Ttm HUfl’bln Mr. SYED NAUBHER ALU ^3^ per cent. 
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Mr. ABOULLA-AL MAHMODO: Will the Hon’ble Ministei be 
pleased to state whether that percentage has been reached or whether 
that has been strictly followed? 

The Hofl’Me Mr. SYED NAUSHER ALIS So far as the Assistant 
Surgeons are concenied the percentage has been complied with. But 
so far as the Sub-Assistant Surgeons are concerned, there is a deficit 
which will be made up this year. 

Muslim graveyard in Bogra. 

21. Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: (a) Is the Hon’bla 

MiniHicr in charge of tlie Bevenue Department aware — 

(/) that a considerable section of the Muslim tenants of the Khan- 
janpiir Khasmahal Estate, in the district of Bogra, are feel- 
ing aggrieved at the settlement, by the Khasmahal Officer, 
of a Muslim graveyard which has been ploughe<l and turned 
into an agricultural field ; 

(n) that this act bus wjuinded the religious feelings of the Muslim 
tenants (»f that locality; and 

(ill) if so, what step does he projxjse to take in the matter? 

{h) If the answer to (luestion (a) is in the negative, is he con>*ider- 
ing the desirability of instituting an emiuirv into the matter? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) (i) A plot 
of fallow land which seems to have been used as a pasture land was 
recently settled. It subsequently transpired that the bodies of some 
Muslims bad been buric<l in that land. 

(ii) This is likely. 

{lit) The settbunent has already been cancelletl by the (’ollector. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hou’ble Minister be 
pleased to state when was this order of cancellation imssed? 

Tha Hon’Ma Mr. NALINI RANilAN BARKER: In the absence of 
the Hon’ble Minister in charge I ask for notice. 

Khan BMiadlir MOHAMIIED ALI: Will the Hon’bU Minister be 
pleased to state if the land is recognised now as the Muslim gi*aveyard? 

Tha Hon’Ma Mr. NALINI RAN JAN BARKER: The settlement bae 
been cancelled. I do not know how it is used now. 
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l^vi AIDUL LATIF BISWAS: WiU the Hon’Me Minister be 
pleased to state who this Ehas Mahal Officer isf 

BN". SPEAKER: That qxiestion does not arise. 

Mr. SYEO JALALUDDIN HASHEMiY: Will the Hon’hle Minister 
be pleased to consider the desirability of taking this particular officer 
to task who plouffhed and turned that prareyard into Bf^ricultnral land? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a itMjiiest for action. 

MmHvi ABDUL LATIF BIBWAS: Will the ilon’Ulc .Minister be 
pleased to state whether the Kh.i'^ Mahal Otticer is a TFindu (»r a Mnham- 
madanF 

Mr. SPEAKER: That ({iicstion (ItH's not arist‘. 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will the Hon’hle Minister be 
plcaseil to state whether anv jirotest wa^ made at the time of the 
settlement of this land? 

(^Xo re]d.\ . I 

The Hon’hle Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: .Vp]uneutl> not. 

AI*HeJ Maiflane Dr. SANAULLAH: Ma\ i ri.se on a |)oini (A infor- 
mation? My iK>int is this: Whether statements that are laid on the 
library table would be included in <he proceedings of Ibis House. 
Daring the last session also I drew your kind attention to this mutter. 
If in answers lo questions statemein^ are laid on the library table 
members are deprived of their siKuial juivilege of putting supplemen- 
tary questions. We are only alloweil to put in 12 iiuestions in a 
session and unless we get the facility of putting supplementary ques- 
tions and having ready references handv by us, then, I am afraid, this 
method would not be fair to us. 

Mr. SPEAKER. 1 might explain the present practice, li a state- 
ment is short, it is usually published in the jirweediiigs, but if it is a 
long one — some times books are also laid on the table — then you can- 
not expect that to be publi.shed. So the matter stands there. But if 
my particular attention is drawn to any statement which requires 
publication, I will certainly take it up and take action. If any mem- 
ber wants to gfet any such statement printe<l, I hope he will please 
refer the matter to me. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Maulvi Abu Hossain Sdrkar: 





BUDaET DISCUSSION. 


[22ifD F«t., 

ilMilvi TAMIZUODIH KHANs Sir, before speeches begin ^ the 
tndgei discussion to-day, may I ask for an information, in whicn all 
the members are interested, whether in view of the coming ‘^black-out*’ 
to-morrow at 7 p.m. this House will be adjoumed at 7 p.m. or will it 
remain closed during the period of the ‘*blaok-out’^ only? May I know 
what is the intention ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I find that the '*black-out^’ is a problem for us 
also! 1 propose to adjourn the House for half an hour at 6-45 p.m. 
to-morrow and sit again at about 7-15 or 7-20 p.m. 

Budget diteuiilofi. 

Muulvi ABU HOSBAIN BARKAR: Sir, in in.v view the budget of 
the Government of Bengal for this year can be favourably compared 
with the budget of liussia presented by the Finance Minister of that 
country Wore the October revolution, 1917. (I>r. Natjnaksha 

Sanyal: Before the Gctolwr Revolution.) Sii‘, the tenants of Bengal 
wanted bread and although stones were not thrown before them, they 
were given crumbs and even for that the Finance Minister asks us to 
love him, to adoie him. In his own language he says “if we fritter 
away our energies in profitless and unnecessarily carping criticism of 
the existing order of things, then it in no way ensures progress”, or, 
in other words, he says that whatever he has done for us we must be 
thankful to him. 

Jkm Hofi’bM Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: You have not 
understood it. 

Or. NALINAKBHA BANYAL: He has not your intelligence : please 
teach him. 

The HofiMMe Mr. NALINI RANdAN BARKER: Yes, I will. 

Meitivi ABU HOBBAIN BARKAR: Sir, the Finance Minister says 

he will teach me, so 1 request him to open a s«‘hool outside this House, 
so that I can get myself admitted there. He has descriWl the condi- 
tion of the country, though 1 think only by way <d a pious platitude. 
He says “the overcrowding of professions and the prolonged privations 
of the vast masses engage<l in agriculture and industry are a formidable 
tbieat to the very existence of ordered swiety. Along with this has 
to be considered the acute unemployment among the intelligentsia. 
The less our graduates are able to find a natural expression in their 
ch('*9en professions the more will their energies concentrate on the 
realisation of political aims which promise by way of radical change.s 
to assure \bem of a right to live and work. We have to bear in mind 
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the utter deepair of thousands and thousands of pai'ents to save and 
slave a life-time to g^ve their children an education, only to see them 
unemployed in the end, very often broken in l>ody and in spirit; the 
impotent wrath and slow demoralisation of promising young men and 
women loaded with degrees and certihcates, to whom society denies 
the opportunity to put to any use their gifts and their knowledge. This 
we must always remember and endeavour to give a shape to things to 
come that will feed our hungry masses and ensure the welfare of all/' 

In spite of all these conditions, this (Government has collected a 
levtnue of Rs. 18 crores and 18 lakhs. If we look to the items of 
expenditure, we will see that this ox|>enditure is not justified, and it 
is not for the good of the country. I .shall not travel over the whole 
field. I shall only take up four departments of Government to show 
that I am justified in my criticism of this Government’s budget. I 
shall .deal Government jxdicy only with regard to ex(*ise, ediuation 
aj^riciiltui'e and industry. .Vbout this exiise jxdicy of Government, 
I subrnfl that it is in no wa> commendable to the (Country. During the 
la^t budget ses.sion wlien my friend Mr. dalaluddin Tlashemy moved a 
cut motion to introduce pr(.hibition in this <*ountry, the ITon’hle the 
•Chief Mini.ster made a statement on Indialf of Government, and I l)eg 
your ]>ermission to read it out here. 

The Prime Minister said “1 am convinced hy the speeehes that 
have been delivered in this House tliat opinion is practiiially unanimous 
that there should he total proliihition in this province. I am prepared 
on my pait on my responsibility to declare that prohibition would l)e 
our ultimate goal and I am prepa!'<*d also to announee that 1 shall 
follow the exanijile of the Chief Minister of Madras aiul try to experi- 
ment in one or two areas with total prohibition.” Now, Sir, whai 
is the result we find Iiere? The Finance Minister tells us that from 
the Excise De|>artment he has got an inereased revenue of 17 lakhs of 
rupees. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANdAN BARKER: Not during the 

budget year, but daring tlie ciiirent yc*ar. 

Mr. ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: T may tell the House that instead 
of enforcing prohibition Government has issued orders last Otstolier 
reducing the price of country liiiuor to 4i annas. This has increased 
consumption. Whether (government admit it or not, the fact is there 
and I am convinced that the reduidion in the pritie of liquors has made 
more people drink wine than before. As regards the preaent Ministry, 
it has been given out that it is predominantly a Moslem Ministry or 
at least it wants to preserve Moslem interest. Now and then it has 
been given out that Moslem inteiests and Moslem claims will In* prf>- 
iecteil. My friend Haulvi Abdul Bari has been making out claims for 
Moslems. May I not ask that prohibition is a demand of MoslemsP 
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It i« a demand of the Congress and also of some other sections ^f the 
Souse 


Tht Hofl’bl* Mr. H. S. tUHRAWARDY: Moslems do not need 
prohibition. 

Mnilvi ABU HOSSAIN SARKAR: I have seen even Mr. SuLra- 
wardy, the Commerce Minister, explaining at Gaibandha like a Grand 
Mufti the tenets of Islam, but in practice I see that the Government is 
following an excise policy which is consistently and totally prejudical 
to the interest of the country and especially of the Moslem community. 
Now, Sir, what they are actually following is a policy which is quite 
contrary to what they orally profess, and when we examine the budget 
estimate we find that it goes against the tenets of Islam and other 
religions. 

Miulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Alt' you a clianiiiion of Islaui.^ 

Mauivi ABU HOSSAIN SARKAR: My friend may be. But it is 

a feci that religion is sublime 1o the masses but it is useful to the 
politicians. Now, if is said that Noakhali lias been chosen to experi- 
ment prohibition. I submit, Noakhali is a place wliere Moslem 
population predominateH and it is a place of the muulanas. The Hindu 
community there is also so very advanced that prohibition is not 
practically necessary in that district. If that district is selected, I 
think, it would practically be an cvc-waNli. (Interruptions from 
several meml>ers.) 

• Now, I take up tlie question of education. The primary duties 
the Government are three in number. The first thing they have to do 
is to give freedom of religion to the people. The next thing they have 
to do i.s to give them .security of their life and ]>roperty, and the third 
important thing that the Governinent have to do is to give the people 
three It’s education, viz., reading, writing and arithmetic withr>ut 
taxation. If you tax people for their religion, it will be Jijiya, if jou 
impose a special tax for the police, it is called n punitive tax, if jou 
tax the people for primary education, it can be called, for want of a 
better name, nn immoral taxation (heai, hear). For primary education 
Government have allotted only Rs. 5 lakhs, but that is also not in the 
interest of education alone but ns a reward to some of the districts 
where the people have been taxed for thi.s purpose. The Finance 
Minister expressly states that for this laudable work, viz., imposition of 
a tax, he gives regard amounting to Rs. 5 lakhs to the districts 
concerned 

Tht Hoieblt Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: You have not understood 
why Rs. 6 lakhs has been provided, which I wiU explain later. 
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Mwivi AlU HOSSAIN 8ARKAR: I may not understand it, but 
the queetion is whether primary education should be introduced in 
this province without taxation. The rural Primary Education Act 
was passed in 19*10 with the object of putting it into operation within 
10 years. The criminal neprlijrence of the previous (fovcrnment 
practically took away tlie e^selu‘e of the Act and at tliis late sta^e. in 
190H, the present (lovernmtMit are tryinjr to impo.se a laxatimi which 
will frustrate the objec t of the Act, because the ta.\ may not l>e 
collected and for ^hut reason introduction of primary education also 
will be delayed. So far as m\ report ^oes, there is an export lax on 
lea, from which a very bi;r amount is colleided by (lovernment . That 
amount is not taken into the <reneial fund of the Ginernineiit . it is 
distributed in the interest of the tea planters. Now tl»e jute tax is 
also an export dnt\ and jute is a commodity which is prodvued entirely 
hy the a^^riculturi.sts. We ex[»ected that Government would allot the 
jute export duly for the introduction and development of free and 
compulsory primary education, hccause Government could be carried 
on without that aiiKniiit fora con^ideiable period of tiim*. The Finance 
Minister has said that the financial position has since improviul. If 
that is so, that amount can be set apart for the itiiroducfion and 
development of free primary education for the sons of the ]>oor tenants 
of Beuj^al. Instead of doiiii> tliat Government ha\e allotted only 
Rs. 5 lakhs extra foi budget \ear for primary education in 10 districts 
only, and at this rate of ])rogres^ I think it will not he possible to 
introduce free and compulsory primary educi\tion in all the districts 
of Bengal during flic life-time of the present Ministry. 

As regards agrieulture, I submit that Government have neglecjfc^ 
this important subject altogether. There is room enough for the 
improvement of agriculture, especially of jute. Government appointed 
a Jute Committee in 1932. The Committee finished their labour In 
1933. In the Minority Report of that Committee to which the Hoiride 
the Finance Minister was a party, a case was made out for comprehen- 
sive legislation about jute including restriction of jute cult ivation, 
controlling of markets and fixation of prices 

(At this stage the member reached his time-limit hut was allowed 
to conclude his speech.) 

Government have really shelved that report. As there is no time, 
I give only the substance of the findings of that Committee. 

(At this stage Mr. Speaker vacated the Chair which was occupied 
by Mr. Deputy Speaker.) 

In the statistics given by the Committee we find that the market 
prices of jute and the CalcutU prices vary largely, and therefore, 
there is strong case for fixing the prices of jute. But instead of doing 
that Government have adopted a course which has practically proved 
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to be a iailure. They are tryinj? to have voluniarj^ restriction df jute 
which for a long period of time has produced no effective result. 

Ah regards industries, Government have failed to take into account 
the demand of the country. The Finance Minister says the days of 
individual enterprise has gone and he has put the claim of society 
before individuals. If this fact is true people might have expected 
something like an economic planning of the country. There is room 
enough for development of industry. At least a crore of rupees might 
have been set apart for the development of industry. The Finance 
Minister and the Ministry might have started at least one cloth mill 
in every division to do away with unemployment (question. At the 
same time they might have improved the industry of the country. 
The Finance Minister says he will make propaganda for using 
Swadeshi. But I submit if you do not make arrangements for your 
Swadeshi goods, your propaganda will be rather against the interests 
of the eountry. ff 

(The meiiiher having reached the time-limit resumed his seat.) 

Mr. A. M. ABDUL HAMID: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I have heard with 
interest the criticism hurled upon the Hon’ble Finance Minister in 
the course of the general discussion of the Buiiget. But in none, I 
find any practical suggestion for making a better Bengal which is 
now governed under the new Government of India Aet with its defects 
and shortcomings, with the full knowledge of whioli wc have agreed 
to work the (h)nstitution. Some even went so far as to abolish the 
post of ('oiumiHsioners which they know they cannot, and the Bengal 
Government has no power to do it. Assam tried it but failed. I 
would therefore make some practical suggestions for ameliorating the 
condition of our people in general and Krishak Proja in particular. 
But before doing that. Sir, 1 would heartily congratulate the Hon’ble 
Finance Minister for presenting another surplus Budget which leaves 
a closing balaiu'e of about one »^rore .seventy-five lakhs after providing 
an increased grant of about one crore and tw'enty-three thousand in 
the various Departments, more than half of which has been allotted 
to the nation-building department.*^. 1 also thunk him from the very 
core of my heart for providing funds for the construction of a sluice 
gate in my district, w hich had been banging since 1921. I only hope 
when the District Board wdll come forward for a loan to pay the 
peoples* share of the contribution — the District Board’s share of 1/3 
will l)e paid from their own fund — Government will readily grant 
this amount as a loan to the District Board to meet this contingency. 

From a cursory view of the Budget it makes one to believe that 
this is a deficit Budget — the closing balance being less than the opening 
balance by about fifteen lakhs eighty-aix thousand. But on close 
scrutiny it is evident that it is really a tactical move on the part of 
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the Binance Minister lest we press him for more funds for the nation- 
building d^Mirtments. His figures on the revenue side are too 
optimistic. Those under the heads Customs, Taxes on Income, 
Land Kevenue and Provincial Excise, are, I would say. much less than 
what it should have been. Last year, although 1 was not given an 
opportunity to have my say on the general discussion of the Budget. 
I was fortunate enough to discuss in private these figures with the 
Hon’ble Finance Minister and 1 find that my anticipation for 
increased income under these heads have come out to be true, and 
I see no reason why it should not be so, during the coming year. 

Tax on jute does not depend ujioii the market value of the 
commodity, but on the quantity exported and us such figures on the 
revenue account shown under this head, 1 would say. have not been 
up to the mark. The same holds good on the other heads mentioned 
above. 

From my Budget speech^nder the head “Excise" at the last Budget 
Session, it will show that 1 am not a believer in prohibition by any 
man-made law or procedure. If you want t(> make the country dry. 
and if you are in earnest, you must try heart and soul for the spread 
of Islam throughout the country. Propaganda for creating public 
opinion in favour of prohibition may do some good, but it will not 
have a lasting eftect. Any other action including closing down of a 
lew shops ill certain areas will only encourage smuggling with the 
consequent increase in expenditure under this head. If you are not 
for spreading Islam then the best policy should be to increase the 
license-fee and duty and closing down those shops wdiich do not produce 
certain fixed minimum revenue. 

We expected to see the introduction of free and curiipulsory primary 
education at least in those districts where District School Boards have 
been established from the beginning of this calendar year and money 
provided for this purpose; but in this our hopes have been frustrated. 
Though I believe that free and compulsory primary education cannot 
be introduced under the existing constitution of “charged” and “voted” 
elements, without further taxation, still I would say that direct 
taxation as enunciated in the Act is bound to be very unpopular. The 
landlords would not resent much for paying their share of the tax, 
but what they object to most, owing to their past and present experi- 
ence of road and public work^ cess, is the payment of the tenants’ 
share of the tax by themselves, for the non-payment of which, their 
property and not that of the tenants, are liable to be put to auction. 
We have seen that many estates and permanent tenures have been sold 
owing to the non;payinent of road and public works cess due to the 
inability of the tenants to pay their dues to the landlords and many 
tseiates and tenures attached under section 99 of the Cess Act which 
nae harshly affected the tenant*. 
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In some districts, specially in tlie districts of Pabna, Nadia and 
Khulna and probably Bogra, Road and Public Works Cjess increased 
by about cent, per cent, as a result of the last reTaluation, and if 
there be a revaluation now, under the present Act, it is botuid to be 
reduced by at least 35 per cent, if not more. Any additional lax in 
these districts will be like that of a straw on a loaded camera hack, 
and the result will be disastrous. I would therefore suggest that 
revaluation of cess in these districtH be taken up all at once, and the 
landlords’ share of the tax — by landlords also I mean the permanent 
tenure-holders — be levied as soon as the revaluation is completed. I 
had a talk with Mr. Sachse in this connection, and he told me that 
i1 would not take more than ten months to complete revaluation pro- 
ceedings in one district under the present Act. 

As to the tenants' share of the tax, 1 suggest the following alter- 
native proposals: — 

(а) (i) To levy a terminal tax on jute carried from the mufassil 
at half or quarter of the present customs duties. This will give at 
least 3 crores or IJ crores accMU'ding as. the tax is levied at half or one < 
quarter of the present customs rate. 

(it) To levy a terminal tax of 4 annas a maund on fish carried by 
rail, steamer or aeroplane only. 1 cannot give the exact figure what 
it will amount to, but this much 1 cun say, thal it will not aftVct the 
consumers in the least. It might affect the middlemen to Mone extent, 
but the profit they earn is too much to grudge this small tax. 

(б) The alternative proposal is by increasing the union rate by 50 
per cent, upon those who live in villages, but do not pas the Education 
•(Jess. This tax has not only been suceessful in the Serajgunj sub- 
division of the Pabna district, but has also become popular. But to 
make it popular throughout the l^n»vince we require a giant like 
Mr. Ishaque at the helm of affairs in each subdivision, but such a 
loving soul whose heart is alw'ays with the people and for the people, 
is rare in the service, he belongs to. 1 would therefore prefer the first 
two to this alternative proposal to be adopted. It is not yet known 
if this extra taxation in the Serajgunj subdivision will eontinue to be 
popular when the sum -thus realised will be credited to the District 
School Board without which free and compulsory primary education 
cannot be a success. Besides there may be difficulty in the District 
School Board getting the amount in proper time if realised in this 
way. 

By the passing of the Bengal Tenancy Amendment Bill in the form 
h\ which it has been passed and specially the repealing of seoticm 2SE 
4>f the Act 1 am of considered opinion that the lands of h&m /ids ' 
HtirifiTating raiyats and under-raiyats who are over head aad^ ears in 
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ddBl* ^11 pass to the village inahajaus and non^cultivaiing comparative* 
ly ricn jotecbirS) in no time, and unless a Land Alienation Act is 
passed in the form I am going to introduce in this House in this 
Sessioi^r on the lines of the Punjab Land Alienation Act, the fate 
of the^^Kishak Proja will be sealed for ever. 

Debt Settlement Boards have been and are being established 
throughout the Province, but unless instructioLs are issued that tlie 
awards of these Boards should be such u.s to be readily acceptable even 
without question by the authorities of the Land Mortgage Banks as 
true and correct state of affairs of the debtors' assets and capacity to 
pay, it will do no real good to the debtors. But if the awards be on 
the lines of the scrutiny as taken recourse to, by the authorities of the 
Land Mortgage Banks in granting a loan, it will have no hesitation in 
coming to the rescue of these poor debtors and help them in clearing 
oH their debts by easy instalments within a few years. If this proposal 
is accepted, there cannot be any reasonable objection to our giving such 
power to the Governiiient for prompt realisation of the dues from the 
defaulters as will be considered necessary under tlie circumstances. 

A Money-lenders Bill on the line of the Punjab Money-lenders Act 
dxing the maximum interest at the rate of fij pel cent, per annum and 
introducing license system and compulsory legistrntion of village 
inahajans and auditing their accounts bv Government auditors are also 
some of the pressing needs of the time and should be taken up without 
the least delay. 

Jute weaving and spinning should be made a compulsory 8ubjt*ct 
in all adult primary .schools and also in the two top classes of other 
primary schools. This will be a step in the right direction in 
transferring the control of the price of jute to the producers of jute 
from millers, balers and shippers, as at present. Fixing of u minimum 
price of jute may be a good political move to overthrow a ministry in 
a country of illiteracy, but can never be an economically sound pro- 
position. It may even wipe out the jute traile from the world market 
as has been the case with indigo. In these days of scientific researches, 
it will not be difficult to find good substitutes for jute. Abnormal price 
of jute for a period of time in 192(> has already reduced the world's 
demand for jute by at least 25 per cent, by the introduction of bulk 
shipment and this way of uneconomically handling jute price will 
give an incentive to the Russian growers of hemp — not to speak of other 
substitutes — to compete favourably with jute and drive it out 
altogether from the world’s market. 

As to the so-called Purdah College, enough has been said by 
Mr. Abdul Bari and Mrs. Hasina Murshed. All I would like to ray 
in ibis connection's that there should be no hide and seek policy with 
cegard to it, but to openly declare and chriiten it as a College lor 
Moslem girls as in the case of the Islamia College. ^ 

10 
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Before I conclude, Sir, I must thank you for allowing me t^ take 
part in the General Discussion of the Budget this Session and request 
the Hon’ble Ministers for Education and Local Self-Government 
through you, Sir, for introducing their respective Bills for Secondary 
Education and Amendment of the Calcutta Corporation Act without 
the least possible delay. 

Mf» DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, if one 
reads carefully through the Budget he will be impressed with the fact 
that opportunity has been found out in the Budget for distribution of 
patronage to the dependants of the persons in authority. It is a 
Budget which will benefit a few fortunate but it will not benefit the 
public at large. It will not benefit any community, not to speak of 
the public at large. 

With regard to the Receipts side, I shall refer to one receipt under 
‘'8alt*^ Mr, Speaker, Sir, it is well known that in 1931, the Govern- 
ment of India, with a view to protecting certain inland salt industries, 
imposed an additional import duty on foreign salt with the idea that 
the net proceeds of it would be distributed to the provinces dependent ^ 
on foreign as opposed to indigenous salts tor consumption. Under 
this head since the year 1932 up to the year 1938, it has been shown 
that the Government of Bengal has got 12 lakhs of rupees but only for 
this year a magnificent sum of Rs. 2,000 has been paid to the Chitta- 
gong Trade Union Limited to start experiment on the manufacture of 
salt on a commercial scale in Cox's Bazar, but up till this time no 
further amount has been spent with a view to introduce salt manufac- 
ture in our i)rovince. This, to say the least, is criminal. Then a 
large amount has been spent, as you know’, under “(lenerul ‘Adminis- 
tration”. 

On the side of the expenditure, the main points to be noticed in 
the budget is the increased expenditure of one crore of rupees shown 
in Appendix II of the Budget speech of the Ilon'ble Minister in charge 
of Finance. On an analysis what do we findP On the expenditure 
side under head “Police” the estimated expenditure is 2,23,55,000. 

In the previous year, the expenditure was Rs. 2,24,48,000, that means 
an increase of one lakh. And Mr. Speaker, Sir, you will be astonished 
to see that as a matter of fact the increase of one lakh is mainly due 
to the increased provisions for Se<;ret Services. A sum of 
Rs. 35,000 has been budgeted for the increased provisions for the Sec- 
ret Service. The Hon’ble the Finance Minister has not thought it 
necessary to explain it. What is the necessity for an increased provi- 
sion lor Secret Services; 

Tilt Hon’Mt Mr. NALINI RANMN SARKER: That is ih» 
Finance Minister’s duty no doubt. 
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Hr* DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: A’ery well. Coming the 
Geaeral Administration, we find that the expenditure under this 
head is on the increase. In the year 1934-35 the exi>enditiire was 
Rs. 1,21, 4/, 000. In the year 1935-30, the expenditure has gone 
up to Rs. 1,29,21,000 and in the year 1936-37 it has again gt)ne up to 
Rs. 1,37,9<,000. And in this year including the udniinistrative cost 
for the Debt Conciliation, the expenditure has gone up to 
Rs. 1,75,98,000, i.e., the increase is about 50 lakhs but as the 
cruel irony of fate is that the Iloirble the Finance Minister thinks that 
there is no room for retrenchment. It has heeu expressetl clearly in 
his Budget si)eech that n‘trenchment is not possible without affecting 
the efficiency. Last year on a cut motion on ‘^tlio -\d ministration of 
Justice" we suggested retrenchment was possible, and tlie Tlon'ble 
Minister promised an enquiry into (he matter to find out ways and 
means lor retrenchment, but the emiuiry has heeu shelved. May I 
suggest, and I suggest in all humility, that as a mutter of fa<‘t re- 
trenchment is possible. It has been said this year that pr«>viHion has 
been made for api)ointment by recruitment of a large number of Ben- 
gal Civil Service and Bengal Junior Civil Service ofliceis at the cost 
of one lakh of rupees. May I suggest that the Bengal Civil Service 
and the Bengal Junior Civil Service may be amalgamated with the pay 
of the Sub-Deputy Magistrates and pay of the Munsifs and the 
pay of the Sub-«Judgt‘s can be easily retrencbeil witliout affecting the 
efficiency. As u matter of tact with respect to our dc]»artment - with 
respect to the Council expenditure was 1,51, (KM) rupees in the year 
1936-37 but in this year the ex]>en<liture is Rs. 13, 32, (MM). We are 
fully aware of the fa(‘t that tlie niimfjor of iiiembers of the legislative 
bodies (Jomicil and Assembly) has increased; we are fully aware of 
the fact that (he allowances and the pay of the mcmheis have thereby 
increased hut the expenditure under the head should not go fro?ri 
Rs. 1,51,000 to Rs. 13,32,000. Is then* no nmii for relrenchiuenl? 
As a matter of fact, does the Hon’hle Fiiiame Minister think that this 
expenditure also cannot he reduce<i without affecting the effi<dency of 
members of the As.seinf»ly 

Then we think that the Divisional (\uiuiii.ssioners should g(», hut 
they cannot be disi>ensed with inasmuch as their sulancs are charged. 
It is regrettable that we have got t<» provide for a sum of Rs. 1,12,000 
‘for the reorganization of the establishment of Commissirmers’ 
and District Magistrates’ offices. The same thing can be said with 
regard to Administration of Ju.stire. The expenditure under this head 
is Rs. 1,02,78,000. 

Now when we turn to the nation-building departniants, what do we 
fiadP Let us, finrt of all, take Agriculture which ia the oocttpatioB 
of 85 per cent, ol the people of this pronnee. We have got an e»^ 
(enditure of Re. 16,27,000 under this head. If we exelvde 
Be* lf67.000 whi^ is the expenditure on the Botanical Gardena and 
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other gardens, we find that the net expenditure provided for int the 
budget for Agriculture proper is Rs. 14,70,000. In a province where 
there are about one lakh of villages and where about five crores of people 
live on agriculture, the sum of Rs. 14, TO, 000 is totally inadequate. It 
is really an irony of fate that only GO permanent demonstrators have 
been provided for propaganda work in villages which number one 
lakh. The pay of these demonstrators is Rs. 25 — 50 per mensem 
These demonstrators are not allowed any travelling allowance, and 
their sphere of work being confined they cannot go beyond a radius 
of five miles from their headquarters stations. This is the position. 
Sir, so far as Agriculture is concerned. 

Then it has been said that there is a pioposal to establish Union 
Board Farms, and for these Union Boards Farms a sum of Rs. 1G,000 
has been provided for. Mr. Speaker, Sir, you know that there are 
6,000 union boards in the province of Benj’al, and, therefore, on an 
average each union board will get less than Rs. 3. It has been said, 
Sir, that there is increased provision of Rs. 4,68,000 under the head 
Agriculture, but when we refer to tlie l)udget, we find that that 
increased provision is mainly due to certain schemes, e.p., there is a 
scheme for jute census for which a lump provision of one lakh has been 
made. Then there is also a scheme for jute restriction propaganda 
for which Rs. 50,000 has been provided. We have got sufficient experi- 
ence of jute restriction propaganda, and lei us wait to see what scheme 
for jute census means. I am quite sure that thi.s scheme for jute 
restriction ))ropaganda will afford anotlier opportunity to Government 
of distributing official patronage. 

Let me now turn to “Primary Education”. It has been said that 
Rs. 28,98,000 has been provided in this budget as against Rs. 24,11,000 
in the previous year, and credit has been taken for an increased provi- 
sion of about five lakhs under this head. Sir, you will please remem- 
ber that this is a province which contains five crores of illiterate people, 
i.e,, 93 per cent, of the total population of the province. We know 
that free primary education shall be introdui’ed in certain districts 
only and that in those districts the education will be free without being 
compulsory. 1 can speak from my experience of my own district of 
Tippera. Free primary education is going to be introduced there, and 
I can well envisage that the effect of this will be that the number of 
schools w’ill be considerably decreased. In one thana the schools* 
which at present number 227, will Ih' i-educcd to 92. This will l)e the 
result if free primary education is introduced without compulsion — 
and with payment of tax. 

Now, Sir, I will turii to “Irrigation*\ Here also I shall refer to 
my own district of Tippera, Devastating floods occur annually due 
to breaches in the embankments of the Oumti river. We have been 
crying for over a century for meosures being adopted to prevent these 
BtKids, but this is not to be. We have suggested that escapes be 
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provided above tbe town of Comilla in order that these floods could 
be Jvoided, but no attention has been paid to our suggestions. We 
have been crying for centuries over this matter, but instead of any 
relief being given in that direction we are now confronted with a 
proposal to construct a Legislative Council Building at a total cost of 
Bs. 15,00,000. A Palace it must be, though the people have been 
crying for food — both physical and mental food. 

Now, Sir, coming to the “Purdah College'*, I do not wish to say 
much, for which Rs. 5,00,000 has been provided. Of course, there is 
a controversy whether a Purdah College is nt all aece.ssuiy in the year 
1908. We are not living in the niediteval age. I do not ^ant to 
quarrel with my friends on the other side, hut may I not suggest that 
a Purdah College, if it is neeessarv at all, cai. he established at a 
lesser cost. If you can save one lakh fro«u this amount, you <‘an sink 
500 tube-w’ells in 500 villages in this pio\ince. If mui cun make a 
saving of Rs. 1,000, you can sink ten tnhe-wells in 10 villages in the 
rural areas. So much with regard to the Ihirdah College. 

Before I turn to the liead “Misci-llaneous”. 1 would I'efer to 
“Industry". With regard to Industry, it has lieen said that 
/Rs. 10,000 has been provided foi undertaking an enqiiiiN into the 
pos.silrililies of generating and supplying elertiicul power on an 
extensive scale and distributing the same at a moderate charge 
throughout the countryside. But the recent conduct of this Govern- 
ment in refusing sanction t<t the jriojarsal of the Calcutta Cor]>oration 
to take over the duty of supplying eh'cti icily within the municipal 
limits of Calcutta is ample prtMjf that the intere.^t^ of the people at 
large are subordinated to those of foreign exploiters of this country. 
So, it is useless to 8p<‘ak of gcneiating eh'ctrical power on an extensive 
scale and distributing the same at a nuMlerate co*it throughout the 
countryside. 

Now, turning to “Miscellaneous". I shall refer to one fact, vi*., 
that provision has been made in the budget for Hs. d.t)0,90() for detenus 
and Regulation III prisoners. Pnblir* opinion has always demanded 
that these detenus and Regulation 111 pri'W)ncrs— I do not speak of 
the convicts — ought to have b<*en released long ago. anil thus the 
country could have been saved this considerable ( Xpenditure of 
Rs. 3,00,0(K) under that head. Then there is y>n»vision for Rs. 1 ,9-i,000 
for a special commission of einprir’y. T anr quite *ure that this spt'cial 
commission of enquiry will prodme a horse's egg; it will prodti^ 
nothing, and this Rs. 1,9-1, OtKl could have been naved if this commis- 
sion were not appointed. 

There is. Sir, one other thing to which T shall n fer and which will 
clearly show criminal negligence on the part of this Government. 
Looking into the subventions from the Central Road Fund, we find 
an opening balance of Rs. 27,70,000 in the budget of which 

represents the unspent balance of the allocation already made. In our 
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diitrict, Sir, the Daudkandi Hoad, though undertaken years ago, has 
not yet been finished. And that provision was made in the last yearns 
budget for Bs. 1,50,000, out of which Ks. 59,000 has already been 
spent. That applies to all the roads that have been undertaken and 
on account of that, further money from the Central Fund could not 
be had. This, I should think, is reprehensible. Now, Sir, another 
Waterways Board is going to be established at a cost of Bs. 2,50,000. 
It is a fresh opportunity for distributing patronage to a few fresh 
fortunate people — I do not know who they will be but no doubt they 
must be a few fortunate people. 

Before I sit down, I should like to speak n few words with regard 
to Debt ( Conciliation Boards. The provision for an extra expenditure 
of 24 lakhs has been made on debt conciliaiion. But T must say that 
the seheine of the establishmenl of Debt Conciliation Boards has been 
a failure. There are coniplaints about the Debt Conciliation Boards and 
that they have not been inveMted with Hiiffici(‘rit power, and so far as my 
distric t is (joncerned, as the provisions of the Debt Conciliation Board 
do not apply to the wheduled hanks, the two banks in my district, 
namely, the (^unilla Banking Corporation and the Comilla Fnion Bank, 
the debtors of those two hanks are not getting ndief. Immediate 
lolief should be given to the <lebtors of the scheduled banks which 
would in olhej- words he givitig relief to the poor ugricultinal debtors 
w'ho take loans from tlies«* hanks oti easy instalments. Before I sit 
down, 1 muri congratulate the llon’hle Finance Minister for omitting 
“Bonde-Matarnm” at the end of his speech unlike last year, as he is 
adept in resorting t(» doctrines fashioned to the varying hours. 

Mr. SHAH ABDUR RAUF: Sir, I have heard and read with 
interest the able sjH'cch delivered by the Ilon’ble Finance Minister and 
I congratulate him for his masterly 8|)eech. 

Sir, with a budget luoviding for a crore of nipees for new schemes, 
1 find that the Ilon’hle Finance Minister is anxious to resurrect the 
average man who, according to him, is the cultivator and for that pur- 
pose, Sir, severab schemes have l)een drawn up for which an expen- 
diture of alx)ui a crore of ru|>ees wdll W incurred and policy laid down 
for **the redief of rural indehledness, tlie spread of primary education 
and the stimulation of prices of agricultural commodities through 
improved methods of production and l)etter marketing facilities" — to 
quote the words of the Hon’ble Finance Minister. I am very glad to 
find that the (Cabinet is aiixiou.s to give effect to all these schemes for 
ameliorating the condition of the poor cultivator. But I am sorry I 
cannot see eye to eye with the Cabinet in respect of the methods they 
mean to employ for am^ioratiiig the condition of the cultivator. 

To root out rural indebtedness, Debt Conciliation Boards have been 
established. 1 do not dispute that these Boards are working well. 
They are working well, but there is one difficulty in its working. 
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]>ebt%are being settled by giving long instalments, but ways and means 
should be found out to enable the cultivator to jmy his instalments. 
For this purpose, the Hon’ble Finance Minister should see that Oedit 
Societies are organised. As a staunch co-o|H'rator and as an Honorary 
Secretary and Deputy Chairman of the Rangpur Co-operative Bank for 
about 8 years, and Director of the Provincial (!o-(>j)erative Bank for a 
term, I ('an only say — I am glad that the HorPble Minister in charge of 
Co-operative Societies is here — that the working of the (VM)pt^rative 
Societies is far from satisfactory. I do not blame any iyarti(*ular officer or 
set of officers, I blame tlu* systtun — it will not and cannot give any relief 
to the cultivator. The Uon’ble Minister in charge of (he Co-oj^erative 
Societies is tiying to introduce u Bill for the amendment of the Ck>- 
operative Scxielies Act, and I do hoi)e that if the Act is amendiMl, some 
relief could l)e given to the jKior cultivators in due (HUirse. 

To relieve the agriculturist fr(»m his debt, you have established 
Debt Settlement Boards, but the next fjuestion is where he is to find 
money to pay off his de])ts. 1 pro|K)se, Sir, that instead of rt*orgaui.sing 
the Co-oiKTative Department by emphning more officers and by seml- 
ing out officers to Denmark and other places, it would Ik* lK»lter if 
agricultural banks are established in e\erv union which will provide 
facilities for the cul(i^ator to borrow mone\ at a very low rate of 
interest and by easy instalments of i>ayment. Only two and a half 
lakhs have l>€H*n provided for the reorganisation of the Co-operative 
Department. Most of this money will |)erhai>8 be sjHUit on the uppoint- 
meut of new' officers and although it may helj) to solve to some extent 
the unemployment problem, it will, 1 am sine, never bring any relief 
to the cultivator. 

1 am surprised to find that oihceis are l)eing sent U> Denmark and 
other countries — it will be mjthing but a pleasure trip. Of late, several 
officers have been deputed to the Punjab to learn co-o|HU’alive organi- 
sation work there but some of these otli(“<*rs, to my utl(*r surprise, are 
not in the Co-oi>eiative Department. I may mention in this connection 
the name of Mr. Sukumar Chatterjee present I n.sis*ct<»r-t b*nerai of 
Registration. Although he got his training in co-operution in the 
Punjab, he has been rather driven off fr<»m (he Co-o|M‘iative Depart- 
ment and is now working under the Goveninient in a different liepurt- 
ment. If training received abroad and in province's emtside Bengai is 
not utilised for the purpose for which it is meant, what is the necessity 
of spending money for sending out men for training. 1 strongly pn>» 
test against sending out officers for training in Denmark and other 
oountries. If I may lx? permitted to say so, Denmark is pre-emiently 
an industrial country. 


Tin Hon’bla Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKERs That infonnation 
is not correct. 
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Mfi SHAH ABDUR RAUF: I am grateful to tlie Hon’ble M^ister 
for correcting me. 

Anyhow, if loans are granted to the cultivators at low rate of interest 
and on easy instalments, that will simplify the matter to a great 
extent and serve the purpose better than by sending out men for train- 
ing. Employing men in the Co-oi)erative Department will not benefit 
the agriculturists in the least. I suggest that every union should have 
a hank which will lend money to the cultivators at a low rate of 
interest. 

Again, when arrangements are made to liquidate the present debt of 
the cultivator, the next point shoiild be how to improve his income. 
Sir, you will lie 8UT*prised to hear that about 50 per cent, of the income 
of the poor cultivator is taken away by Bihar cattle dealers. Of late 
many boycott movements have been started and with very good results 
too. 1 wonder why no l)oycott movement has yet been started against 
the draining of cultivators’ money into the pockets of the Bihar cattle 
dealers. 

I suggest, Sir, that Government should make necessary arrange- 
ment for breeding country cattle. I understand that Behar cattle, 
cannot live here owing to the <diinatic condition of Bengal and that is 
why a large numl)er of them die every year. So, there should be 
proper arrangement for brwMling c<»untry (*attle. In ever\' union 
arrangement should lx* made for breeding of (tattle at Government 
expense. 

Coming to the Agriculture De|)artment, I find that Rs. 14 lakhs 
and odd has he(’n budgeted for and most of this money will l)e spent 
for the establishment of dairies or cattle fanns here and there. About 
Government dairy, the less said the belter. W(‘ had a cattle farm at 
Rangpur, hut fortunately for the district, that farm is no longer there. 
These dairy farms and cattle farms if they do any good to anybody, 
they do good to the employees of the fanns. They do not do any good 
to the cultivators. As a matter of fact, provision of more money for 
more dairy farms and <*attle farms would not improve the lot of the 
average men. As the Hon’hle Finance Minister proposes if he is 
earnest in doing any good to the agriiulturists, l)etter breeding 
arrangements must he made in every union to improve the quality of 
country cattle and thus raise the average income of the cultivator. I 
am sorry that no arrangement has been made for the rearing up and 
breeding of ismntry (;attle. This ought to be done. 

In this connection I would suggest that the Hon’hle Minister in 
charge of Agriculture (unfortunately he is not here to-day and I am 
crying in the wilderness) do apjKunt an Informal Committee of some 
members of this House consult them and draw up a scheme to stop 
the wastage of cultivator’s money by making necessary arrangement for 
cattle breeding. 
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IJie next point to improve the lot of the cultivator is to give him 
education. I am very glad to find that the Hon’ble Prime Minister 
has taken up the question of instruction of free primary’ education in 
earnest and is putting it into action. In certain districts several 
school boards have been formed and he is very anxioUvS to ostablialb 
more school boards and to imjKise education cess for the imrpose of 
primary education. The question is whether primnrv education can 
be given without taxation. Of course, as far as 1 know, (Government 
is. giving its anxious consideration to this matter and it is not impos* 
sible that the primary’ education might l)o given free after some time. 

Coming to the Department of “Public Health,” the budget is quite 
encouraging and I congratulate the HonMde Minister in charge for his 
budget. I am glad to find that about Hs. 10 lakhs have lieen provided 
for water-supply and alHiut four lakhs of nijieps have lieen provided 
for the supply of (luinine to tight the scourge of Malaria. Hut 1 am 
sorry to find that no provision ha.s been made in the budget for provid- 
ing any money for Kala-azar. 


The Hon’ble Sir NALINI RANJAN SARKER: ( criainly there is 
provision. 


Mr. SHAH ABDUR RAUF: You may not know that in certain 
districts, e8i)ecially in Uarigpur and Mymensingh, this disease is caus- 
ing great havoc, Kala-azar s|H'cifics are given to the poor jiatients 
charging a high rate therefor and two annas are charged for each 
injection. The rate is high tor the poor jieople, l)Ccnu.so lliey cannot 
afford to pay even this small sum. If (tovernment would provide some 
money for Kala-azar and if they would charge the poor jintients for 
medicine at half the rate now charged, it would lie of immense good 
to them. Therefore T resjiect fully invite the attention of the Minister 
in charge of Public Health to ]»ro\ide some money at least to give 
relieve to the Kala-azar patients. 

So far as “Industrie.s” are < oncerned, I weh oine the money budgets 
ed for this purjxise and 1 think the initial step taken by the Cabinet 
is a step forward. I hoin* gradually industries will attract more atten- 
tion of the Cabinet. I am glad to find in the sf^eech of the Hon’ble 
Finance Minister that he will encourage local indu.stric8 by purchasing 
the local commodities in Goveniment offices. I would suggest that a 
circular be issued not only to Government offices but also to the local 
bodies requesting them to introduce local commodities in their offices. 
I think this will be of great help to the local industries. I cannot 
understand what this youth welfare scheme means — 

(Here the member having reached his time-limit resumed his seat.^ 
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Mr. NARENDRA NATH DAt GUPTA: 

flfmTV nwi* Htl»[CW WW icucuvc 

ffjOfK cHu •tr? cTOi wt ^ ^ *crR 

*tnr ?[TOT TO1C *(^ffP 5 ?CTOKi iTra >ot ■nrot 

ton? «(TPC. mt 5WR TO <a^ <Rftil5<i hwt ^ «(naw?t iwTwf 

CT 5ws^ smyr e1^«( e ^1ai5ic< c[t?r®( c^fkot to wto i?ww *TOr; 

l[5t (fll CinOTRT ^ TO I55<: TOT TO C^, <9i>T ?[R^ =TS TO I 

TO<i»l * ii![ «W: ^TOTT, SCSI, ^TTO ^TOTT, *f<fyf 45 C 3 r«T*t?[ TOT 5 5 ?*^;;^ HHHIl* 

nHm r iH< 4 tobr^ tost nr^ 

<atR TOir sm CTO fW 5 I>T «?TCTO^ ^ TO 5 T PTTO nTPTT— TO' s^ 
UTOH Civil Works ^'9. ^J^O^-Otr TO ^ C^T$^ ®nf 51^1 <RW 
^ 5 ^ TO* «TOr ^ l>T^ C?»t 1 ^TTO W«i TOCf^l ? 15 f^ TOPR C^, ^ 
l)r?T ’-'W 8 VWJ^i^£t^^I WfC*lC*i>?[ OT 5 flCTOl C^ 5(4151 ^ PTOt Vf 
^ C^TO CTO TO C4TC? PFSt^PJ TO? CTO TOTO — C^TtoT?! 

njTO ^ t[ 2 rr^ f 4 i; ITOr to 55 TTO c^t cto totc?i fro ®wwi 4 cror, >iiic 4 «i, 

fro 51^151 CTOTOT tRCF ufm to. wjm 

giagi if» reii Tc < ar^ Urro^fa Civil Wfrk« ioi vtcst arfro fncacw! 

15 TTO TO?r PTTO arf^ «a^ <TCSiC 54 sic<y <$4 ^4 PITOT C^ TOTOi;to errcaTRT 

C4TC? »wra TOPR C^, TOTO 5iltM TO fTO PITOIPR 

<1^ (5T?[ a*(*( ITP^ f*nTO TO^rn C^ PTC*t •to4<l feO C^ PIC*T?T ai«l[H4 

f*riTO TOT *WT*11 <41^ C4TC?PR TO 0^ 5l4! I [4*^ (3^ f*T^5r? TOTO?^ 

«rr*rflT ckto arf’t — o C4Tfl> carcf? f*rTO to c^ •^r^'fc’T'i? o^ 5i4i4 4 TOt 

c^tTtopr 'ii^c^Tr^tfTOR 44 ^ ^Sc?[ralTO, tos oo tototst wfi 

artTf*T4 f»lTO <KH 4TO TOCf^T d TO ^T4Tl »a3 TO af\5<lH TOCV ^ ^TT 

(ftiTn 3 rr, cbi't 4 c<i c^ ft a?PT 

TOR 4^^Clt Ca^ a*2RTPRT fTOTTR 4TOR «.H1 TOTOT tR?tIT 'Si'lHITOHC4l f4 ClsT CTOTTCa 
fCR? CmT^T (RTOR JTOTf’W' ?TOT?[ 2R^ TOKf CTOKRQ flf 'S 2R1TOT I4 h 1(4 aHl4 

TO ITT. TOR n;Ri^ 5 ^ WT 4 **(; 3 R m mm toctt p?, shr^it ctott [^hitstcirt 

a^<nT 4 T 1 ^ P 5 T 51 ( 1 ^ int TO TOTO «at 5 ?t fTOT?l TO 5 ^* 1 ^ TO R:TOI 
'TOCTPR HC*H^ TOC’ — CH^ 5 RT^ aT*it*T 4 f’TOTR’ 4 T*t\'ilH ^«^4 44 <T 4 C 4 TR 4 TTO 5 I TOP iTTl 
aPRCT SITTH ' 5 ((iR 9 |i*l fTOnT!TTC 15 ?[ iSRI (S 4 ^ 1141 4 C*l 4 ^> 11 R 4 T 11%14 ®IPT 4 *n^ I 5 RaTTOT*l 
f 4 I a»rf^ 4 H (4 mm C^CafTOPR CTOT ^ f»lt«lCTOl ^ CTOR TO 

.faenr ctcro ctot frorcro ^t^^tc^ mr^ ^ i c^ tot 

froci:, CTO TO TO5l CTO TOUPTO^ ^- 9 &^ C4TTO TO iR ^Ht; Cat 5RT 

ca TO 4 taf^^cp? acarr tobpt ai^roR ca to? ^at tosttctot f*r*rr? aar? tr 

art, tacaa cto? « afw a^aro?? toti bttot? ?fa dKfnf faro ®rt 
a^; ^ a?T a? faro tort a r ai gr ^w ar to a? araca ms aicra ara to- 
acal aaWaa acai 

faaca? arc^ tost? ar siaitai ^aararsca? arfa arroa arfa aiaTa# 
taro ararar aaisVip ca aaro aaa jr cat aaro froca ca arrarcaa caca TOaawF 
araroa aa*^ sntro ?a^ caafcaa TO ^Jaraaa a^i'ai^ TO tacacaa 1 a»a 1 aayaRia¥ 
aro «RT a;w araia ta wO RC T n aa irrar area ca a:?T T’aR^aa arTO arcECt 
TO acacfi--^ a^aR aaroaa aro amancar ara aitrocai ^ f f fwro aja 
anaar aRraro ^Rca^a acar aota l Assembly 'S Coand] aa Mem to 
ia faaiT catcai acar airftt, ca ffsaro airca^ra acar atita aa anr fan caaii ala 
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SsQjF arro nf»nf5ro fmoi ^ t F w r tifcni 

CTOT ^POTO ^ ^ BWTJ «tnWw ffawi* in^rar art; ^ ai r 

conditioned ^ am tsiTOPs? aa$T fci *njcar 

ar — ara ^ aa sn? anainw ^ awT?1 g r y<cH* caa^ 

5PFT arto faca aror cam a’Rt araff i aam bw^r iwai axam ca, ^ 

bi^ww^ retrench ^ m^\ ca f^wci aa? aicft? w^ati anin 

wtawmi fa*5 araR r, citot r toit) fffmri awr arW a^tva 

5F’iR» n^jfea care? amr ^ m (>rt narca art? ca^ ^ fjm? c^ ^ 
jmjaca? faar? arra Sa? sifatw ^ ar aaiRs. aR»^ cvtto art^t i cnrnii 
a aa arc? a<T acasr ata^ aRC*a apPF Jicam. ac^ « ^ ;aa^K ararj 
cajJrca j^^raaR ara^ wRca RtcR fa*^ arta fmm af5 aaa staca ar®: ca n^ a aniH - 
PR aa fftaaa >!icai:i: ca fa a^ira rVr caiR. ar. a<Tca aRlaia carcai ^fa^ 
arara arar fa a*a^Tca R^lani care? ^ta^ ewea •(? ®TMaa < 2 cana ar ©tea aR^far? 

caiR <aRCf=?? ar^ aiarpR Assembly ? *?c*P Cl hTwhi wraw? afa’c 

aWRfa^ carcOTR jtrt fa ctrci^ arca^ fac>!FRa a«ia caca, aaira 

fa^ caca? arar ararpR si^OTra a^laca® a<RR (Srt a'c^ cacacw^i. 
a<*ti isaar aijr ?r’P5 arc? ca. •trt <nauit cHpr aasR ar^ia 5c$ci, ata (srt carps area 
sea aR^ aca®[ pcrpr kk ^ ^ srfac? men's a^r aca®^ a^ ^ ca^? <5*141 aa^ ar fai^ 
caRCC aiPSR c*R aas ®if\54 acart >iiat5T a^<i^c*(4 aarr aca® a4^*i mi 

cwR a*r?rr ckrpr caarca^i arajiar faar. ca»ncH ca( faar c^s5r« ®Rr ar® to 
aailacac®? «RaR ^toc? ^mras ^aR aR fa rus arc?? aRTC^r? caca aa§T 
aar a&tsw arci m ?«r ^rar ?tc^ c?a1 *r ^ ca^rca? f?c? tes aa Siar a?& ac? i 
aa"Hb“l^ JWTac?? «a^ tRcs? ??? cat cat ca^rca? fan? amt ararcK? aca aroci 
am <aa^ am a:at arfa arm? arm caa aacar i ?«5fa carcaoR ca. caSfaaal 
faar^ ^ fa?R a?;a aa Jrar misr crera am it am cacRa ama^lca? a;t» 
faRi afa amm^ca? aaVirar^ ijea fac? camaaR aalca? a;;ff froa mro 
fa arcar (?TaT mrc5 at? arar aamt ®Tfa ca. at lEMrar ?KaTcac*t mar artaw 
anaR ac? aw mf^crrcR Rt a;;fa ma. fa*^ mar cro? Mialam? 

®m aaara m carcaa a;?; ac*aaacat iir aw aRimcaa awrea acmmtaa « 
arrna aero ?5rar am« sr;^ ma mti u. p. e camcaa malroal m®a*a1? 
a;f®a arrma faca ca mm aawa carcacmr am isr 9Rt earn? aR u, P. ciJ ca mal- 
jfraaS' iS'ilR,© macr araar airm? area aam ch5i snsrrm afa ai i (voickh i 
Certainly not. am CR fa<R*fe5Tt aim af?, etc ) C’Tt *rm5TTCR ®aT Viceroy 
cmam carcroa — ana cma a*j[*lm arm? arc?^ cmwa a’c? af<?ca? nm aacaren 
am a?ci 5 mc?ai am a^ma mar^ ana oit faca ^ cna artmeaen faaitamc? 
familfmy ent nan maica? ®aT nn a n?5 cnl>T n;n; sianat a? . faB;;nRa aT*«t 
a?, tn aatr w ^ fm&;?5i t 

6Rn? atTnfw arnne?? ® T a1 ?g R am— fa^mr? aanai acnficna aTt»wrT, Pm 
a^fa? fafaa C5^ a^ a?T am an Pm arfnc®!. ®Ttaca aaR « fawcanr a?R 
BiTac< aajnfna m? ana aianra i f«i®i e fnen TOcaa a?T am anat fnwTt ^ acT wm 
nmac?i n?aR amn? ®ifnca fnanartn e ar mg a?aR anr ^ifacma i cafaawfm 
am, acacn? a? ar ? 1 ? «rec? Snfa? aa araianr ®Taa rci «t;ca ent rota facR® 
acm CR fn^ na i fn^i ta afaf^ caRca maca—ent Inal cn facw near acanr 
rci St;ca, fa>a n^a; fnw Tf TO T ? rrt rofir ana« aqr men mica an 

am iRiR ma i led? aro cn am anr faawi ^a^ cn am a w' n fe a aarm aaalT *artaTi 
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WCiUH TO 0*rC5F «RTTO f^l OKnil Govemment of Ind^ Act 

8RT TO TOCTO^ f^w^ifrowc swrro n»^ ▼•at 

CTOCf l Governrrcnt of India Act ?D[C^m?TO «[to nf?Prar 

cTOJt are^iTOT afo^nc to to»i ctoto, ^ f^, ^tokr. 

fOTc<t sotro CRT^ — c«trl>r toto^ siTfe toro adi 

— Government cf India Act ^ OTRC ^ClfTOTR 

d’TO* afaWra ^ TO 5RT 5Tt TO^. ^ <l3C'TiT«'R ate 

a^ «:e?n'— ^TO TOitroy aro :to not fro niTTOH f^? 

Mr^ MONMOHAN DAS: Mr. Speaker^ Sir, I offer my heartiest 
congratulation to the Hon’ble the Finance Minister for the budget, 
which unlike the Ministers in the Congress Provinces he has presented 
for the coming year. I was not at first inclined to take part in this 
discussion but the genuine grievances of the community whom I 
represent here, have compelled me to take part in it. 

Sir, it will not l)e out of place to mention that it is for the first time 
that I am taking part in this debate, and if I fail in this my maiden 
attempt to make any in^pression by my speech 1 should not be sorry for 
it. You are no doubt aware that great man Mahatma Gandhi after ^ 
having taken a brief could not even utter a single word in support ot 
his client, and that as a result he had to refund the money he had 
taken from him. 

Coming to the budget. Sir, 1 must say that the Hon’ble the Finance 
Minister hns made no real provision for the amelioration of the abject 
condition of the masses and for meeting the present demands of the 
country. The Finance Minister has budgeted a sum of Its. d0,U00 
only for special stipends and scholarships to scheduled caste students 
and in this connection the “Anirita Ba/.ar Patrika” of the 19th 
February hns said that Moslems and scheduled caste people will greatly 
appreciate the provisions made for this purpose*. 1 regret to say, 
however, that almost the entire scheduled <‘aste ])opiilation ('omprising 
10 millions are illiterate, and that therefore this small sum of 
Ha. 00,000 is quite inadc(juate. As far us 1 ran remember — hut 1 do 
not know whether I am right or wrong— the Finame Minister ha<i 
assured us (hat he would piovide ade(|Ufltely for the education of 
scheduled caste people. This, T regret to snv, lu* has not <lone in the 
budget whi<‘h be has just presented. May I in this connettion remind 
him of what the United Provinces and the sjuall province of Bihar— 

I mean the neighbouring Uougress Provinces — have done. Rs. 2,(M),000 
has been provided for the edu<*atiou of scheduled caste people by the 
United Provinces Government and Rs. 95,000 for the same purpose 
by Bibar. And 'what lias been done in Bengal? — A sum of Rs. .30,000 
only has been provided. I do not know* why this has been so. I 
understand there are 30 members of the scheduled castes here but in 
apite of that, our case has been neglected by Government. If this is 
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done, find no harm in shifting ourselves on to the Congress fold. 
Again, though we have been given only Rs. 30, (KK) in spite of our 
appalling illiteracy, the Mahomedans have been given Ks. 50,000. 

As regards State scholarships for higher education in foreign 
countries, Hs. 8,000 has been provided, to be jointly shared by 
Mahomedan and scheduled caste people. 1 doubt very much if even 
a small portion of it will corae t/» us. 

Then, Sir, the Mahomedans have been given, in addition to 
Rs. 50,000 under the head "Special Stipends and Scholarships’*, 
Rs. 25,000 for Moslem orplianage under the head “Miscellaneous 
Items,” and Rs. 70,000 as additional grants to Moslem Madrassahs. 
Provision has also been made for a college for purdah girls which, I 
understand, will cost Rs. 5 lakhs. I do not grudge the facilities 
offered, being availed of by lady students of the Moslem communit> . 
but what I object, to is the extravagjnit expenditure which we are going 
to incur with this end in view. Then, a sum of Rs. 5,000 has been 
allotted for the junior madrassah for girls. 

From all these what I infer is, that the Finance Minister has been 
*bu8y enough to meet the unnecessary demands of cmtain j>eople 
(Opposition Benchks : hear, hear), and in doing so he has even 
forgotten the legitimate claims of his own native district. He may 
remember that on the oc<a8i<)n of his auspicious visit to Kishoregainj, 
we approached him on the (luestion of the supply of good drinking 
water in the district of Mymensingh, and he assured us that he would 
adopt a policy whereby the problem of water-supply would be solved 
very soon. As far as 1 can see, a sum of Rs. 5 lakhs is going to be 
given to the Mymensingh District Board as loan from the (yovernment 
of Bengal, but, I am afraid, nothing is going to be done in this matter 
I would ask the members of this House to think of the utter misery 
of the poor people of Bengal for want of good drinking water in the 
mufassil. 

Now, Sir, I cannot but submit one point more and that is the point 
of public health. Last year during the summer time tliere was scarcity 
of water in our part of the District of Mymensing and all the tanks and 
wells dried up. The poor cultivators of the villages after working hard 
throughout the whole day under the heat of the summer sun, could not 
take rest after his day's toil; and even for a glass of water had to run 
mile after mile. There were also reports of cattle mortality for want of 
water. Sir, this was the situation. But who counts the miseries of 
the people of the rural areas? The Hon’ble Minister in framing bis 
Budget forgot the grievances of the people of his own native district. 
He was busy enough to find money for other institutions, such as, 
Santiniketan, Vishwa Bharathi, Bangya Parishad Saraity, Youth Wel- 
fare Committee, Moslem Orphanage, Sisu Mangal Pratisthan, Purdah 
College for Moslem girls, construction of new Council Building and 
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■uch other thinffs. Of course I admit that time will come when ^eng^l 
will be solvent, she will be in a position to provide money for all these 
schemes. But I am afraid we are not in a position now to provide 
money to meet so many schemes. I can only say that the Hon'ble 
Minister was busy in regard to only luxurious programmes. 

Now, Sir, I would only mention another grievance regarding the 
point of irrigation. T undersiand that Kishoreganj in the district of 
Mymensingh has been the victim of cholera, malaria and such other 
epidemic diseases only for want of pure drinking water. Sir, the river 
which runs from Brahmaputra to Meghiia by the side of the Kisbore- 
ganj town which is now known as Kauniakhal was opened by Sir 
Nazimuddin who was then the Minister in charge of Irrigation, and at 
that time he assured us that he will take special steps so that the river 
may be re-excavated very soon. 1 submit, Sir, that if this khal is re- 
excavated Kishoreganj will be a very good sanatorium and the river 
itself will be a navigable river also and Kishoreganj will be turned 
into a prosperous place. Sir, the Hon’ble Finance Minister, a Minister 
of my native district, should have thought over the matter beforehand,^ 
but he has not, for which I cannot but regret. 

Mf« ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD* On a point of information, Sir. 
May I know how long the House will continue? And whether any 
member on this side of the House will be allowed any opportunity to 
speak ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 have already called a member on your side. 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUOOIN AHMAD; Mr. Speaker, Sir, this is an 
occasion nonetheless an opportunity for the members of this legislature 
to discuss and criticise the policy of the (lovernment. Unlike the 
customary annual discussion and criticism just of a debating club 
which wc used lo have in pre-reform days, ours sliould be as those of 
members of u legislature directly responsible for peaceful and good 
administration of the noun try. Uur criticism must never be unnecessary 
and unhealthy. To wbatever party we may belong, to whatever view 
and principle we may subscribe, our aspirations should always he to 
improve the lot of the toiling masses. At the same time I would 
request the Cabinet Members also who are there on our support to take 
into consideration all the suggestions and criticisms the members may 
make here more seriously and sympathetically. However, Sir, it i» 
gratifying to note that the Ministers have begun to respond Uy the 
popular opinions. SoitiUnisiug their schemes as evident from the 
budget, we can find some change in their outlook and we (^n feel their 
anxiety for doing some good to the people whom they represent. Of 
course, Sir, the characteriatice of the bureaucratic rule of so many ag^ 
cannot be done away with in one year or two, but I am sure, Sir, our 
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drea^ of a popular and responsible Government in the truest sense of 
the term will soon be a reality under the leadership of those whom we 
have allowed to be chosen as our Ministers. 

Now, Sir, turning to the budget and the biidgetary statement of the 
Hon’ble Finance Minister I can tell him. Sir, that though he deserves 
some credit and congratulations from this side of the House who are 
here to work out the constitution, but not to destroy it, yet he falls far 
short of our expectations. His theories are all well argumented, but 
they fail of practical applications. The Hon’ble Minister has made an 
attempt to place the whole structure on a human background and has 
described the ultimate aim to be the resurrection of the average man, 
\sho in this predominantly agricultural country is the cultivator. This 
is of course very laudable, but, Sir. 1 would show to you from facts 
and figures that his distribution of the national income is not at all 
well-planned and that little will the average man be benefited. 

On the Kevenue side. Sir, a very dismal outlook has been presented 
and I suspect a motive behind it. I think this has been done with the 
deliberate object of justifying renewal of the old measures of taxation 
which are going to expire very soon and with a further aim of enforc- 
ing new ones. Some of the old measures of taxation may be renewed 
and reinforced in future, but ihe Hon’ble Finance Minister must be 
clearly given to understand that until all possible avenues for retrench- 
ment in the services have been exploited, we are not going to support 
and will not be justified to support in voting for exj)iring and new 
taxation measures. 

The budget for the coming year is a deficit budget—a deficit to the 
extent of Us. 11 lakhs. Our closing balance of one crore ninety-one 
lakhs will be reduced to one crore eighty lakhs at the end of the next 
financial year and after making deductions for compulsory deposits to 
be kept here and there, we shall have a free sura of one crore twenty 
lakhs in our hand to meet emergencies. So in spite of the deficit 
budget, it shows a strong financial position. The gloomy picture pre- 
sented at the beginning does not exhibit the real state of things, but a 
mere jugglery to convince people of the necessity of either renewing 
old measures of taxation or introducing new ones. Now, Sir, let me 
turn to the expenditure side where lack of foresight, imagination and 
definite planning have made the whole thing not only anomalous and 
incongruous, but a huge waste of national resources. 

In the Department of Co-operative Credit he proposes to create over 
2,000 new Debt Hettlement Board and with that end in view he has 
provided an additional sum of Ks. 12 lakhs and odd. The Bengal 
Agriculturist Debtors Act is a piece of defective legislation and it haa 
began to manifest its evil consequences. Until the Act is amended U> 
pnrge the evil out of it, it will be a sheer waste of the money to 
oreaie new boards and thereby fill the pockets of the staff that will be 
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employed for the purpose. So, 1 would earnestly appeal to the 
Hou’ble Finance Minister not to spend a single pie from this anlount 
until the Act has been amended. It is better to have the defects first 
rectified and then to have new boards established. 

With regard to rural credit which is so vitally connected with the 
success of the Conciliation Boards, it will be found that an additional 
paltry sum of Bs. lakhs has been provided to offer credit facilities 
to the cultivators. This is just like throwing a piece of loaf where 
thousands are hungry. You know, Sir, wherever these Conciliation 
Boards have been established, the village money-lenders have either 
closed their doors against the peasants or are exacting unusually high 
rates of interest. You can easily imagine, Sir, how the problem of 
washing off the peasant's old debts will be solved with a meagre pro- 
vision of this paltry sum of Bs. 2^ lakhs in a province where 75 per 
cent, of the population are heavily indebted and depend on loan for 
cultivation each year. Lack of balance and indiscretion are nowhere 
more evident and vividly displayed than in this part of the budget 
proposals. The whole machinery is likely to go out of gear when 
there is neither balance nor co-ordination between the different parts. 
The result is ultimate chaos and confusion and a total w'aste of all 
that is spent. 

Coming to education I find, Sir, the Hon’ble Finance Minister has 
made a reference to the District of Myinensingh where free Primary 
Education Act has been enforced. 1,700 schools have already been 
started, but T cannot accept this statement of the Hon'ble Minister that 
2,600 schools will suffice to bring all children of school-going age to the 
achool. 1 submit. Sir. at least 4,000 schools will be necessary to accom- 
modate pupils of school-going age. In regard to financing these insti- 
tutions, w'e shall have about lls, 9 lakhs as education cess and the 
Oovernment contribution is Bs. 1 lakh 83 thousand. Nothing short of 
a further recurring grant of Bs. 5 lakhs will be required in the district of 
Myinensingh alone to meet its needs for primary education. A provi- 
sion of an additional amount of Bs. 5 lakhs for the whole province can 
best be described as a drop in the ocean. This is the way in which the 
Hon’ble Minister proposes to tackle wdth one of the crying needs of the 
day. This sort of stringency in the grant of primary education is 
nothing short of a crime, because it means total disregard of peoples* 
wdshes and welfare. 

In agriculture. Sir, provision of Bs. 16,000 for establishing farms 
for demonstration in Union Boards, and demonstration of farming 
methods in villages serv^ merely an eye-ivash. It is really shocking to 
find that in a pre-eminently agricultural province like Bengal, a paltry 
sum of Bs. 16,000 will be available for the real benefit of the cultiva- 
tors of the soil. Most of the money under this head will go to find 
jobs and offices for some and not a fringe of the real problem will be 
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toucli|d. To lay mind, Sir, if effective work is to be done in this diioction 
a demonstlOtiou farm is to be set up in each and every thana if not in 
every union, so that these improved methods of agriculture are made 
available to the poor cultivators. There is another hxige waste conteiO* 
plated by allocation of half a lakh for jute restriction propaganda 
which has failed to return any tangible result in the last few years. 

The Hon*ble Finance Minister has pointed out under head “Roads 
and Waterways'’ that Bengal’s share of Patrol Fund are not likely to 
be received until the accumulations are spent up. The position is 
that no further money can he expected Wause the Government could 
not spend all the money it had received. Not only (hat, Sir, Goverp- 
ment could not even spend the whole money that was last year 
budgeted. Sir, the District Board of Mymensingh had an elalK)rate 
scheme of road development approved by Government some two years 
ago. 

Dfi NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Why. this is a seven-year old 
scheme. 

Khan Sahib HAMiOUMlIN AHMED> But the scheme was not 
undertaken in spite of repeated requests by the District Board, although 
a vast sum had with the Government accumulated under this head. 
This is the way, Sir, in which the Government is discharging its obli- 
gations and trust to the people. We cannot have a share of money, 
because we do not spend. Will the Hon'hle Minister for Finance give 
a reply why he keeps his coffers closed against such an approved scheme 
of road development. 

On the question of retrenchment, Sir, the Finance Minister has 
made a capital out of a wrong and misplaced simile and he wants tt> 
conceal the real fact behind the same. The real issue is Vhether the 
countrx’ is able in the present circumstances to maintain such a complex 
and heavy machinery of administration and my answer will be an 
emphatic “No” (Hear, hear). We want to simplify it and do away 
with the useless adjuncts. After the whole machinery has been over- 
hauled and the useless adjuncts are done away with, we will surely 
provide adequate oil and fuel to enable it to run smoothly and effective- 
ly and to produce the maximum result. 

Now, Sir, the problem of luiddle class unemployment to-day is of 
course one of the most baffling questions but that of the agriculturist 
class, to my mind, is more serious. If the number of the unemployed 
middle class is by thousands, the number of the other is by lakhs. If 
that problem is neglected any further, I am afraid, the Ooverament 
will help the country towards communism. The Hon’ble Minister 
ought to have made some provision in the budget for an elaborate 

11 
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ickeme for (leyelopmeui of industry and for popularizing and 
ttQcoaraging cottage ^industry. Unless we do that the problem of uu- 
employment will ever remain unsolved. 

Before I take my seat, Sir, I must say that although the work- 
manship of the Hon’ble Finanoa Minister is not entirely satisfactory, 
he deserves still some credit for that portion of the work which is 
beyond and far above criticism. I have criticized him only with a 
view to directing his efforts to the right channel and if he kindly 
takes note of the demands of the people, to voice forth which we are 
here to-day, he will surely have our co-operation and full sympathy 
from this side of the House. 


Adjolirnmant. 

The House was then adjourned till 4-45 p.m., on Wednesday, the 23rd 
February 1938, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Pro^^edkmt of the Bengal Legislative ANemblg assembled 
onder die provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 


Thk Assembly iiit^l in tlu* AKseinbly House, Calcutta, on Wednes- 
day, the 2‘lrd Febnian- at 445 p.in. 


Present: 


Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. A?'ixul Ilaque, C.I.F.) 
iii the (*liair, Hon’ble Mini.-ter.s and ‘207 Metiibers. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were grren) 

Grant for re-excavating the Faridpur-Bhanga Khah 

*53. Mr, 8URENDRA NATH BiSWAS: la) Will the Uon’ble 
Minister in charge of tli(‘ (oininunications and Works Department be 
pleased to state whethei the (loverniuent made a grant for the purpose 
of re-excavating the I'andpiir-Bhanga Khal so as to make it navigable 
all the year round ? 

(h) If so, what i.s the amount of grant? 

(c) Has the whole ainount of such grant been spent over the said 
re-excavation ? 

(d) Is the Hon'ble Miuistei aware that the re-excavation has not 
been sufficiently deep and the said khal has not been made navigable 
throughout the year? 

(e) If the answer to id) is in the affirmative, what steps have been 
taken by the Government to remedy the said defect? 

(/) If no step* has been taken as referred to in (e), is the Hon’ble 
Minister considering the desirability of enquiring into the cause# of 
the said defect and of remedying the same? 



m QUESTIONS. [23»d F*b., 

MINISTER in olMrgf of COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS DE- 
^ANTMENT (tti# HoAlUo Malinrtia Sriaelumdra Nandiff of KaMnk 
bazar): (a) Tea. 

(h) Its. 11,803. 

(c) The expenditure up to the end of January 1938, has been 
Be. 10,000. 

(d) to (/) After the work had proceeded for some time, the local 
officers reduced the width and depth of excavation in order to keep 
within the estimate, as they considered that even at the reduced depth, 
the khal would be navigable throughout the year. To be pn the safe 
side, Government are considering a proposal to cany out the scheme 
as originally designed at an additional cost of Rs. 4,000. 


Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS; Will the Hou'ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether the government are now satisfied that an 
additional sum of Rs. 4,000 on the Khal will make it sufficiently deep 
to be navigable ibroughout the year? 


Tli« Hon’bli Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANCY, of Kasimbazar: 

Yes, it is expected that by spending this additional amount, the 
depth, as was provided in the original estimate, will be made, and I 
believe that it will be quite sufiicieiit for the passage of fully laden 
country Iwats eveu in the dry season. 


Mr. SYED ilALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister lb© plased tx) state whether these local officters took the neces* 
sary sanction of the Chief Engineer, Irrigation Department, before 
reducing the width and depth of the canal in question? 


Tha Hon’ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANCY, of Kaaimbazar: 

After some progress was made in the work, it was found that it 
would need more money than Rfi. 11,8(K1 in order to work up to the 
original plan. Consequently the width and depth was reduced. 


Mr. SYED JIALAbUDDIN HASHEMY: My question was whether 
formal sanction of the Chief Engineer, Irrigation Department, was 
taken by the local officers, before the reduction of the width and 
•depth of the canal in question. 
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TiM Mahmjt SltlSCHANOIIA HANDY, of KcNhUmws 

The local officers have no power to revise an estimate without the 
sanction of the Chief Engineer. 

Sluice gate in the Dhariakhali Khal. 

•54. Mr. PATIRAM ROY: (a) Will the Hon'ble Minister in 
charge of the Communications and Works (Irrigation) Dejmrtment be 
pleased to state whether he is aware — 

(i) that an area containing nearly 11,000 acres under the Satkhira 
police-station in the district of Khulna lies exposed to the 
ravages of salt current from the Betna carried through the 
Dhariakhali Khal; 

(ti) that the crops of the locality suffer through such salt current ; 
and 

(tff) that there is no sluice gate on the khal to prevent the inroad 
of salt current? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, are the Government 
considering the desirability of instituting a sluice gate in the Dharin- 
khalf Khal near the District Board bridge to drain out the surjdus 
quantity of water? 

Thu Hon'ble Maharaja 8RI9CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbaiar ; 

(a) No definite infonnation is available. The matter will be enquiro<l 
into. 

(h) Does not arise. 


Puhlio holidayt from tho year 1791. 

•55. AMIaJ MliHafW Dr. 8ANAULLAH; Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Finance Department be pleased to state — 

(a) whether there is any record of public holidays in the year 1791 ; 
and 

(h) if the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon^ble 
Minister be pleased to lay a statement showing — 

(i) the names of Hindu and Moslem festivals for which 
h61idays were given in that year, and 
{it) the gradual changes made therein with the correspttoding 
dates? 
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Tlw HMi'bto Mr. H. 8. SUIHRAWAROY: Sir, may I have# your 
pemnH.sion, in the absence of the Finance Minister, to answer the 
question ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: (a) Yes. 

(h) Statements giving the necessary particulars aie placed on the 
table. 

(i) Ust of holidays in 1790. 


Hindu festivals. 


Mohabi Shaba Sankrauti 

On the Ist of Bysakh. 

Akshoy Tritia 

. . On the 7th of Bysakh. 

Dasahara 

On the 12th of Jogb. 

Snan Jatra 

On the 17th of Jogb. 

Ruth Jatra 

.. On the Ist of Sawan. 

Nebriti Jatra 

On the Hth of Sawan. 

Sraboni Purnema . . 

On the lltli of Bhooun. 

Janma Ashtami 

. . On the 20th of Bhooun. 

Maha Lya Sradha . . 

. . On the 2(>th of Assin. 

Doorga Pooja 

. . From 30th of Assin to the 3rd 
of Kartiok. 

Deevali 

. . On the 8th of Kartick. 

Dipamyata and Shama Pooja . . 

. . On the 23rd of Kartick. 

Bhratree Det^tya 

. . On the 2r)th of Kartick. 

Ras Jatra 

On the 8th of Aghan. 

Uttrayan Sankranti 

. . On the 3()th of Pous. 

Sree Punchami 

On the 28th of Magh, 

Bishma Ashtomi . . 

. . On the 2nd of Palgoon. 

Bhomi . . 

On the Tith of Falgoon. 

SilKK) Rairee 

On the 22nd of Falgoon. 

Dhole Jatra 

On the 9th of Cheyt. 

Barni 

. . On the 20th of Chej't. 

Mohabishuba Sankranti 

. . On the 30th of Cheji;. 


Mohamedan festivals. 

Shub'i-Barat . . . . On the 15th of »Shaabun. 

Id-ul-Fitr . . . . On the Ist of Shwwal, 

Boa Ursub . . On the 9th of Tehejjah. 

Id-ul«A«lea . . . . On the 10th of Tehejjah. 
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Namber of <Uyi. 



1860. 

1861. 

1862. 

1867. 

18S0. 

1014. 

Rouarki. 

Himdu feftitfutt. 








Sree Panchaml 

O 


2 

2 

1 

2 


Shibarmtri 

2 

1 






l><dejatra 

s 

1 


1 

1 

1 


Baruni 

1 

1 






Sree Ham Nubl>ony 

*Mohabtniba Sankranti 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

*norit«pondlQs t<i 
Chaitra SankraDii. 

Daaahara 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


Channjatra 

1 

1 


, 




RutlUatra 


1 

■ 





Oolta Ruth 

1 




•• 



Rakhee IVxjnteiiiah 

1 

1 






Janina Astami 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


Mohalaya 

IhirRR Pooja 

Llkhee Pooja 

1 

} ■■ 

1 

12 

1 

12 

1 

6 

1 

12 


Kail Pooja 

2 

1 


'•i 1 

2 

2 


Bhratrl Detoah 

1 

I 






Kartik Puja 


1 






Juggudliatliree Pooja . . 


1 

2 

i 2 

2 

2 


ToUl 

ar. 

.SI 

20 

2.'! 

10 

2« 


Muhammadan /«*tivait. 




! 




Shub-llBarat 


1 






Id-ul-Kltr . . 


1 



1 

2 


Roz f niab 


1 






Jdul-Azlea or Ked-ul' 
/.oha. 


1 



1 

* 


Mohamim 





2 

2 


FalUi Doai Daham 





1 

1 


Total 


4 



f> 

G 



^ Ai from H? ), It ooinra Aot and KvitjcuUvo hoUdi)r» appiyintf to th^ irholn provtnM hot doei 

not inoiodn looal and »ootloiial boiidaya. 


AI«Hal Maulaill Dr. SANAULLAHs Regarding question (a), in 
the statement that has been laid on the Library table the answer is 
shown for the year 17110, but uiy que.stion was for the year 1791. 


Mr. SPEAKERS That is nothing. Ha%*e you got any mem 
questions to ask? 




QFESTIOItS. 


[23ed Fi»., 
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Al«HaJ Maulana Dr. SANAULLAHs In the year 1861 therc^were 
oaly 4 holidays for the Muelime, and there was no holiday mentioned 
in the year 1862 and 1867. Why there is not a single holiday? 


Tha Hon'ble Mr. H. t. SUHR AWARD Y: The records are not 
aTaUable. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether Fateha Yazdeham has been declared as a public holiday 
for the year 19^18, 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Dr. NALIHAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the number of Mahomedan holidays at present provided 
for as against the number of holidays for the year 1791 for Mahon^edans 
only ? 

Ttic Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: The Hon’ble Member 
will please look at the comparative table. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: For the present year it is not given. 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he considers the desirability of making neces- 
sary changes in the list of holidays by adding holidays for Fateha 
Tasdeham. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL. My question has not been 

answered. The present year’s record is not on the table. 

Mr. SPEAKERS What is your question P 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYALs What is the difference between 
the present year’s provision for Mahomedan holidays as compared with 
that for the year 1791, 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise; you can see from 
thp 6aiette, What you can see from the Qasette cannot be a matter 
for question here. 
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Miultiui Dr. MNAULLAHs Tlie sectional and local 
holidays are not included. Will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether Bamsan also was considered in those days as a sectional 
holiday or a local holiday? 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY* It is difficult to reply to 
that. I would like to have notice. 

Cararia BlocA. 

^58. Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: Will the Hon blt* Minister in 
charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state — 

(i) is it a fact that nearly 130 villages constituting 8 unions known 
as the Gazaria Block in police-station Daudkandi, district 
Tippera, formerly belonged to police-station Munshiganj in 
the district of Dacca; 

(it) is it a fact that the people of the aiea submitted repeated 
representations to Government for retransfer of these villages 
to the Dacca district ; 

(m) is it a fact that ultimately the Government of Bengal in 1931 
made an administrative sanction of the proposed retransfer 
but the proj)o8ul has not yet l)een given effect to on the 
ground of financial difficulty; and 

(iv) when do the Government propose to give effect to the sclienie? 

MINISTER in charge of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon*ble 
8ir BiJoy Prosed Singh Roy): (V) to (Hi) Yes. 

(iv) In 1938-39 if the reriuisite provision is voted by the Assembly. 

Mr. SYED dALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether any provision has been made in the budget 
this year; if so, what is the amount? 

The Hen’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: 1 do not exactly 
remember what is the amount, but provision has been made. 

Mr. SHAHEDALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
when was the last petition filed by the people of Daudkandi. 

The Hon’bie Sir BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I ask for notice. 

Mr. SHAHEDALI I Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that people 
ol the locality are unwilling to be transferred to the Dacca district? 
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Th0 HonW$ Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROYs But Oovermient’s 

infonnation i« just the other way. 

Mri 8HAHEDALI: Is the Hoirble Minister aware that the people 
of Dacca district are trying their best to have this Block ^transferred to 
Dacca district? 

I 

Th« Hon’bla Sir BlilOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes, Sir. Gov- 
ernmenl knows it. 

Mfa SHAHEDALI: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the people 
of Tippera never tried to have this Block transferred to Dacca district? 

Hft SPEAKER: That question has been answered. Government's 
information is to the contrary. 

Fall in tha number of civil suits. 

*57. Mr. SYED ABDUL MAJID: (o) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Judicial and TiOgislative Deixirtment be pleased to 
state — 

(i) whether it is a fad that there is a fall in the numW of civil suits 
in the districts where the Debt Settlement Boards have been 
established; and 

(it) that the judicial officers have not got sufficient work to do in 
those districts? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, are the Government 
contemplating reduction in the number of judicial officers or their 
salaries ? 

MINISTER in charge of JUDICIAL and LEGISLATIVE DE- 
PARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Musharruff Hossain, Khan 
Bahadur): (a) (0 There has been some decrease in 1937 in the number 
of suits instituted in Munsifs’ courts in some district; but there has 
been an increase in about half the districts of the Province. 

(it) and (b) The situation is being watc'bed; it is still unknown how 
much work will be involved in hearing appuils under the Bengal Agri- 
cultural Debtors’ Act. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Is the Hon'ble Minister 
aware that the appeal from the Ordinary Board lies to the Subdivi- 
•ional Officer and not to the Muaeif? 
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TIm Iton'ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

Well, as far as I see it is with the Munsifs. 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he knows that there has been an abnormal fall 
in the number of suits in the district of NoakhaliP 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF H08SAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

I want notice for that. 

Mr, 8HAHEDALI: Will the Hoirble Minister be pleased to state 
in how many districts there has Wen decrease, and in how many 
districts there has been increase P 


The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

The words ‘‘some” and “half” are there. 

Mr. BIRENDRA NATH MAJUMDAR: Will the Honble Minis- 
ter be pleased to state if as a matter of fact, appeals from the Debt 
Settlement Boards do not lie to the judicial officer, therefore Govern- 
ment may reduce the number of judicial officers? 


The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF H0S8AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

If you would look to the purport of the reply you will find that as a 
matter of fact, there has been an increase in the number of suits in 
half of the province. 

Mauivi ABDUL BARI: Will the Uon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state what steps Government desire to take to compensate the lawyers 
who have suffered? 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 hope you are not one of them (laughter). 

Construction of roads in Pabna. 

*58. Mr. ABDULLA«AL«MAHMOOD; (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Communications and Works Department aware that the 
District Board o( Pabna have passed resolutions at their meeting pro- 
posing to make over some roads to the Government for construction? 

(b) If so, are the Government considering the desirability of taking 
up those roads for immediate repairs ? 
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Vm Hon’bla MalMri^* MISCHANDRA NANDYi of KoiMii 0 ar 8 1 

am not aware of any resolution passed the District Board of Pabna 
asking Government to construct or improve some roads in the district. 

The member is probably referring to the resolution of the District 
Board asking Government to take over the maintenance of the Pabna- 
Ishurdi Road. I received a deputation on the subject and shall give due 
consideration to the matter. 

PiiMie imatifigs on Howrah Maiftan. 

•Se. Mr. 8IBNATH BANERilEE: Will the Hon'ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(i) whether it is a fact that Howrah Maidan (which is Government 

land) used to be utilised for years together for public meet- 
ings and specially for meetings of workers; 

(?/) whether it is a fact that now no meetings are allowed to be 
held there; 

(Hi) Mdien, and under whose orders meetings have been stopped; 0 

{ir) w’hether Government will lay a copy of the order on the 
table ; 

(1?) under what circumstances were such orders passed; and 

(m) whether Government are considering the desirability of with- 
drawing this order now for the convenience of the people? 

The Hon*ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: May I have your permis- 
sion, Sir, to reply on behalf of the Hon’ble Home Minister? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Yes, you may. 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; (i) My information is 
that public meetings have never been allowed on the Howrah Maidan 
except very occasionally with the previous permission of the Collector. 

(ii) It is a fact that no meetings are allowed to be held on this 
khas imhal land without the permission of the Collector. 

{in) to iv) Vide t^nswers given to (i) and (n) above. 

(vi) It is not proposed to alter the existing practice. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: AVill the Hon’hle Minister be 
pleased to state the purpose for which the Howrah Maidan has been 
left open? Is it for the use of the public? 

^Tbt H0fi>bli Mr. H. 8, 8UHRAWAR0Y: It is used by the public 
for recreational facilities. 
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Mr. lYED JALALUDDIM HAtHEMY: Will the Hon'ble 
MiniAer be pleased to state whether I shall be incorrect if I say that 
I have addressed at least three do*en meetings in the Howrah MaidauP 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid I cannot allow this questioip. 

Mr. HARIPADA CHATTOPADHYAY: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state that in view of the fact that meetings are 
being held in the Calcutta Maidan what is the reason for stopping such 
meetings in the Howrah Maidan P 

Mr. SPEAKER: That (piestion has already Wn dealt with, and 
you cannot ask it again. 

Mr. HARIPADA CHATTOPADHYAY: But 1 want to know the 
reason for withholding permission for the holding of meetings in the 
Howrah Maidan. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: (bie can hold a meeting 
% with the previous permission of the Collector. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased to state 
from what time the permission of the Collector is being insisted uponP 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: From time immemorial. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Is he aware that Deslmndhu Das held several 
meetings there without the permission of the Collector? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I am not aware of that 
fact. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will th^ ICmlde Minister be 
pleased to state it there is any rule of the Khus Mahal department 
that for such lands under the Khas Mahal us are left for public use 
no previous permis.sion of the Colleetor is neceHsary for meetings and’^ 
associations? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I am not aware if there 
is any general rule to that effect with regard to Khas Mahal lands, but 
there is a nile with jegard to the Howrah Maidan. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: May I ask what is 
the source of thfe Hon'ble Minister’s infonnationP 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: The Distnot Officer. 
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Ifl% NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDARs Is he aware that I 
pereonftlly held several meetings in the Howrah MaidanF 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, cfder, that is perfectly known to you. A 
question is meant for the purpose of eliciting information, but if you 
give that information yourself, then you cannot ask any question relat- 
ing to the matter. 

Mr. HARIPADA CHATTOPADHYAY: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether if inconsistent with public peace 
to prohibit such meetings? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a inaticr of opinion. 

Mr. AFTABALI: Is it another method of gagging the trade- 
union movement by not allowing the woikers to hold meetings? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Is the ITou’ble Minister aware 
that many public meetings have been held and that many public 
meetings have been addressed by honorable members of this Assembly 
in the Howrah Maidan, where no previous permission of the Collector 
was sought? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: I am not aware whether 
any permission was taken, but I may state here that if persons do some- 
thing which they ought not to have done, it can hardly be a ground 
for doing it over again as a matter of right. 


Goalundo ghat station. 

*^80. Mr. SURENORA NATH BISWAS: (a) Is the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Conimunientions and Works Department aware 
that the Goalundo (//uit station is not j)ermanent and shifts every year 
to the inconvenience of the travelling public? 

(6) Is it a fact that a projiosal is pending with the Government for 
shifting the Goalundo (/hat station to a permanent site near Baidya^ 
danga? 

(c) What steps, if any, have been taken to remove the said station 
to a permanent site? - 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the negative, do the Government con- 
sider it desirable to take steps for shifting the said station io a 
petmanent site? 
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Th* Hm’Me Mahanija 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of KaahnMkari 

(a) Yes. 

(b) No. 

(c) and (d) Experience has shown that on account of tlie vagaries 
of the river, it is impossible to select a penuanent site for the station 
in the neighbourhood of the place. 

Mr# 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8S Is the Hou’ble Minister 
aware that Baidyadanga is a safe place for a permanent station for 
Goalundo ghat? 

The Hon*ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbaiars 

The Railway authorities do not think so. 

Mr# 8URENDRA NATH Bi8WA8s Mill the flon'blc Minister 
be pleased to state whether he had been in coinmuniiation with the 
Railway authorities about shifting the (toalundo ghat station to 
Baidyadanga? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

Certainly. IMie answei I have given is not my personal opinion. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: M'ill (he tifuride Minister he 
pleased to state what authority ha> this (b»\errinient in the matter of 
selection of site.s for .stations? If not, uhy does he say that he eom- 
municated with the — . 

Mr. BREAKER: I cannot follow your <|Uestion, AVill yo\i please 
repeat it? 

Dr# NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: My question is; What resj>on»ibi- 
lity have the local Government in selecting sites for Railway stations, 
to which this question refers? And if they have no responsibility, 
what— 

Mr, BREAKER: How <h>eb your ({uestion arise? 

Dr# NALINAK8HA 8A8YAL: The question relates to the selec- 
tion of Baidyadanga as a site for the Goalundo gliat station, and the 
Hon’ble Minister has taken cognizance of this question and has replied 
to it. My submission is that if he is in a position to give an answer^ 
he should also be in a position to select the site. If not, it is no good 
giving an answer,. 

Mr. BREAKER: That is a hypothetical question. 
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Dr> NALINAKtHA SANYALi I Rubmit, Sir, that it is not hypo- 
thetical queatioD. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It a liypothetit al question. As to whether the 
Hon’ble Minister has j?ot a responsibility or not is quite a different 
matter. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; He says that experience has shown 
that on account of the vagerios of the river, it is impossible to select 
a permanent site for the station in the neighbourhood of the place. 
It appears that he may know. 

Mr. SPEAKER : You ran ask him only as io what is the source 
of his information. 

Mr. BIRENDRA NATH MAZUMDAR; Will the Hon’ble Minis, 
ter be pleased to state whether the Oovennnent of Bengal have any res- 
ponsibility in the selection of the Ooalnndo ghat railway station? 

Tha Hon’bla Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbadar: 

None. 


Platform at tho borajgaiij Bazar station. 

*61. Mr. ABDULLA-AL-MAHMOOD: (a) Is the Hon ble Minister 
in charge of the Communications and Works Department aware — 

(t) that there is no platform at the vSerajganj Bazar station on the 
Saru-Serajganj Bailway line of the Eastern Bengal Bailway; 

{ii) that the Serajganj public have moved the authority concerned 
times without numWr; and 

(ni) that much inconvenience i.s caused to the sick, females, 
children and to all other passengers in general? 

(b) If the answer to [a) is in the athimative, are the Government 
considering the desirability of approaching the Railway authorities in 
the matter? 

Tho Hofi’bt# Maharajo 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar; 

(n) Yes. 

(h) The matter brought to the notice of the Railway authorities 
who are of opinion that the expenditure for providing a raised phitfonn 
would not he justified, as the station is situated on an alignment which 
is subject to alteration with changes in the river. 
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Mr. MOULLA-AL illAHMOOD: With regard to answer (6), 
will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased to state whether the site of the 
station has ever been alteied since the last inspection? 

Th» Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Kaaimbatar: 

I want notice. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Order, order. The powers of the local Govern- 
ment in matters concerning Railways, particularly in the selection of 
sites for stations, etc., are limited. I admitted this question following 
the previous practice, rio far as matters of general importance are con- 
cerned, on the ground that it has been the practice for this Govern- 
ment to communicate the vicu.s of the Assembly, jjublic bodies and 
institutions to the Central Government. Rut if you want facts, donH 
think it is fair to put questions of this .'♦ort, and further they hardly 
arise in this connection. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Sir, in answer it has been stated 
that as the station situated on an alignment which is subject to 
•alteration 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Order, order. That is the opinion of the Rail- 
way authorities. The Hon’ble Minister merely conveyed the opinion 
of the Railway authorities to the House. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Hut the answer is given in 
such a way that it indicates that it is so, which is not a fart. 

Mr. SPEAKER: If M inistei^ are put (jneHtions, supplementary or 
otherwise, for which they are not responsible, the only alternative 
would be to disallow the question. I have not done it so far, but if such 
questions are asked, I will have no other alternative Iml to disallow 
them. You are perfectly at liberty to ask the Ministerh tt> carry the 
view.s of the public to the authorities responsible. If you, however, 
ask what the opinion of the Government is, then that ijuesfion must 
be disallowed. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY; Will the Ilon’ble Minister l>e 
pleased to state whether he is ready to communicate with the Railway 
Department about staircases for carriages at the station? 

Mr. 8PEAKEB: Tltat question does not arise. 

Mr. OHARU CHANDRA ROY: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that there is insufficiency of light on the platform? 

12 
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Mft SPEAKER: That question too doe^uot arise. 

Mr. ABOULLA-AL MAHMOOB: May I ask one question ? When 
you have given the right to the members of this House to know from 
the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Civil Works and Communications 
regarding matters of the Railway Department, the members are 
entitled to know from him the exact answer to the question put. But 
if the answer is of such a nature that it does not give any meaning or 
gives a meaning contrary to facts and circumstances, then are not the 
hiembers entitled to ask supplementary (jiiestions to get the proper 
answer? 

Mr. SPEAKER; I do not interpret that the members are entitled 
to get an exj)reHsion of the opinion of Government in a case in which 
the latter have no responsibility. I interjjret it as the view of the 
Railway authorities which on Wing brouglit to the notice of the 
Government has formed an answer to that elTect. If that is the posi- 
tion, the Horrble Minister will say so. 


The Hon’hle Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Kasimhazar: 

That is exactly the position. 


Commuiiicatioii of remarks in the Confidential Character Rolls against 

police oflloers. 

^ 82 . Mr. 8ERAJUL I8LAM: Will the llou'ble Minister in charge 
of the Home (Bolice) Department he plea8e<l to state whether the 
remarks in the (’onfidential Character Roils against individual police 
oflScers are communicated to officers concerned ? 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, may I have your 
permission to reply on behalf of the Hon'ble Home Mini.'^ter? 


Mr. 8PEAKER: Yes, you may. 

The Honnile Mr. H. 8. 8UNRAWARDY: Only remarks which 
refer to defects of a remediable character are communicated to the 
officer concerned. 

Mr. 1IOGE8H CHANDRA GUPTA; Is the Hon’ble Minister 
a#are that conhdential remark which cannot be made by the officers has 
a demoralising effect and makes the officer subservient? 
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Tin Itofl’bla Mr. M.^. 8UHRAWAROY: Firstly, the question 
is not very clear and intelh>il)Ie, and secondly, it is a matter of 
opinion. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDOIN HA8HEMY: Will the Houhle 

Minister he pleased to state why the defeeta of an irremediable 
character are not eoiiiinunieated to the offieers eoneernedP 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: There is no point in 
communicatiiij^ defects of an irremediable cliaractcr to the officers con- 
cerned. 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
plea.sed to state whelliei there is a rule in the Police Iteirulat ions, 
Beiig-al. to the effect that remarks ajrainst olficers in (he confidential 
character rolls must be and Nhall b(‘ communicated to the otliccMs con- 
cerned ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWAROY: I am not aware ot any 
such drastic rules. 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleas(‘d to state whether he considers the desirabilitv of findin^^ out 
whether there is any such rules. If so. will he kifidly fake steps that 
the rules aie complied with!" 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: If there is such a rule, 
that will be complied with until the same is altered. 

Mr. J0GE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what kinds of defects are considered not remediable. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. $. 8UHRAWARDY: Tlmt a^airi is a matter 
of opinion for the superior officer who communicates the remarks to 
the officers concerned. 


Tebaooo Tax. 

*83. Maiilana MD. MANIRUZZAMAN ISLAMABAD! : (a) Will 

the Hon’ble Minii?ter in charge of the Forests and Excise Departments 
be pleased to state whether he is aware of the hardships and oppressions 
caused by the Tobacco Tax on the growers of tobacco in the Presidency 
of Bengal, especially in the district of CffiittagongP 
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(b) 1b it a fact that tobacco growers ar* beginning to abandon 
tobacco cultivation and in consequence the tobacco produce has been 
decreased in the district of Chittagong during the recent years? 

(c) Will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased to state what has been 
the income on accoiiut of Tobacco Tax in the district of Chittagong 
during the years of 1985-36, 1936-37 and 1937-38? 

The Hon’bte Sir BldOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: (a) The tax is 

merely a licence fee for the right to sell tobacco. So far as the grower 
is concerned , he is absolutely unaffected by the tax. 

(b) No Hiich re|K)rt has lM»en received. 

(c) The income on account of Tobacco Tax, in the district of Chitta- 
gong, is shown below — 

Rh. a. 

1935- 36 ... 3,332 8 

1936- 37 ... 6,665 0 

1937- 38 up t(. December, 1937 ... 6,928 0 

Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware' 
that growers of tobucc^o have been arrested by the police for not being 
able to produce license? 

Thf Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I have no such 
information. 

Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to make enquiries? 

The Hon’bla Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; If the honourable 

member supplie.s specific instances, certainly Government will be 
pleased to enquire. 

Paroiiitage of paom in the Govomment high aohooU and oollagii. 

•64. Dr, H. C. MUKHERJI: Will the Hon'ble Minister in charge 
of the Education Department 1)e pleased to place on the table a state- 
ment for the last five years showing in tabular form — 

{i) the results achieved by Government high schools and oollegea; 

(u) the number of students that took the final test in these sohooli 

and coUegea; 

(tu) the number ^ent up; 

(iv) the number passed indicating the divisions in which they were 
' placed ; and 

(r) the percentage of fiasses to the total number in the class? 
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MINISTER in charge of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (tho 
HonWe Mr. A. K. FazIttI HwD! The member is referred ia i'eply 
gives to question No. 201 asked by him in the last session of the 
House. 


Tho Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I very much regret that 
the answer given to this question contains a mistake; so, with your 
leave, I would like the answer to stand over till I get the figures. 


Finding of stone image in mouza Rajibpuri Dinajpur. 

^65. Mr. NISHiTHA NATH KUNDU: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Revenue Department aware — 

(f) that a stone image was fouiwl by the local fieople in moUKa 
Rajibpur, within Taiizi No. 147 in the police-station 
Gaugarampur in the district of Dinajpur in the month of 
Sepleinher Ifl.'Ki; 

(?i) that thereafter the image was l>eing M*orshipped by the people 
of locality at Shib-Bari hat till it was removed Iry a police 
oflicer of the said thana and handed over to the District 
Magistrate of Dinajpur; 

(til) that objections were filed under Treasure Trove Act ; but 

(iv) that the image has not yet been returned to the people or to the 
zeinindar within the jurisdiction of whose zemindari it was 
found? 

(b) Are the Government contemplating the return of the image to 
the people who were worshipping it or to the zemindar? 

The HoiFble Sir BNOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: {n\ (i) and (ti) An 
image of “Sadasiva” with two of its hands broken was found in October, 
1936, by two Santhal labourers engaged by the Italian Missionaries, in 
the course of excavating land within the protected area of Bangarh 
near the compound of the Roman Catholic Mission at Rajibpur. The 
image was made over by the labourers to the local zemindar's agent 
and was worshipped for some time by the people. It was then acquired 
from the agent by the Collector after serving a proper notice under the 
Treasure Trove Act and kept with the Gangarampur police. 

(nt) and (tV) No formal objection was made under the above Act, 
and the image, which was found ownerless, was acquired on behalf of 
Government and made over to the Superintendent, Archaeological 
Survey of India, for preservation in the Indian Museum, Calcutta. 

(6) Does not arise. 
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Mr. NISHITH A NATH KUNDU : Is the Hon’hle Minister aware that 
there is a mandatory provision in the Treasure Tove Act that in acquir- 
ing such properties, Ghovemment should deposit the value of the property 
for distributing it between the finders and the proprietors of the land 
where they are found, and if so, have Government deposited that money? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I ask for notice. 

Upper division assistafits in the Revenue Department and the office of 
the Board of Revenue. 

*66. Maulvi MD. MOZAMMEL HUQ: Will the HoiiHde Minister in 
charge of the Rt^venue Deixirtment be pleased to state — 

(i) the numl>er of uiq)er division assistants in the lleveniie Depart- 
ment and in the ofH(!e of the Board of Keveiiue, resjjectively ; 

(/V) the number of them that are — 

(a) Hindus, and 

(b) Muslims; 

(ui) the procedure followed in the Revenue Department and in the 
flonrd of llevenue office in filling cleriial jKists; and 

(iv) whether the same principle is followed in the two offices; if not, 
why not? 

The Hon’blo Sir BtdOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; (i) and (n) A state- 
ment is laid on the Library table. 

(Hi) Tx)wer <livision jxjsts in the Revenue Dejiartment are filled up in 
accordance with the [nocedure laid down in section 3T of the Secretariat 
Instructions and upi>er division |X)sts under section 30. 

liower division |H)stK in the office of the Board of Revenue are filled up 
by candidates allotted by Finance Dejwrtment from the list prepared on 
the result of Secretariat clerkship examination while upi)or division posts 
are generally filled up by promotion subject to the condition recently 
imiiosed that to maintain the prescribed Muhammadan percentage in the 
upper division, direct recruitment should be resorted to if suitable 
Muhammadan clerks are not available in the lower division for promotion. 

(ir) So far as the lower division posts are concerned, the principle 
followed is the same in both the offices. But with regard to upper divi- 
sion posts in the Board’s office, the jwiuciple is .slightly different as direct 
recruitment is not followed except to the extent as stated in (Hi) above. 
The I'eason for this is that in the upper division of the Board’s office 
exi>erienced men are vitally necessary. These cannot be obtained by 
direct recruitment. 
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Diligiuitioii of “Pod” in tho list of SohodttM OwtOB. 

•67. Mr. PATIRAM ROYs {a) Will the Hon’ble Mbi^ter ia 
charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state whether he is 
aware — 

(i) that the community known as “Pod” in the list of the Scheduled 

Castes demanded “Poundra-Kshattriya” as their caste name; 

{ii) that accordingly the Government allowed that the community 
might be described as “Poiindra” in the Census of 1921 and 
after; and 

{in) that in the subsequent Census the community lost the privilege 
that was acceded to it and was again named as “Pod” in 
the Census of 1931 ; and also in the Scheduled Castes list 
published by the Government ? 

{h) Is the Hon’lde Minister aware — 

(/) that the term is a corruption of the term “J*oundra” 

according to the rules of Prakrit Grammar; 

(ii) that till now a section of the community inhabiting the districts 

of Malda, liajshahi, Jiirbhum and Murshidabad goes by the 
name “Punro” which has an afUnity with the term 
“Poundra” ; 

( 111 ) that histories of past and present and the Census Report for 
1991 (page 425) subscribe in favour of the name; and 

(in that the claim to the “Pmindra-Kshattriya” has been supported 
by the learned Pandits of Benares, Bhatpara and NawadwipF 
% 

(c) If the answers to (a) and {f>) are in the aflirmative, are the 
Government considering the desirability of instituting an enquiry into 
the matter with a view to approving the name “Poundra-Kshattri va” 
for “Pod”P 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) (i) and {ti) 

No. 

(/*/) In the Census of 1921 the community was shown as “Pod” 
(Poundra). In the Census Report of 1931, Part II (Tables), the 
designation used is “Pod” (Poundra, Padmaraj, Poundra Kshalriya). 

(h) No. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Mr. KSHETRA NATH SINGHA: Will the Hon4>le Minister be 
pleased to state if the Government have any objection to pen through 
all the words except “Pondra Kshatriya” from the Census P * 
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Tlli Hmi’M Sir BMOY PRAMD iINQH ROY: Government 
cannot jwn through the words because the Census report has already 
been published and Government cannot tamper with the Eeport. But 
if that will please the community, Government will certainly have no 
objection in using the word 'Toundra Kshatriya’* in future. 


Dr. NALINAKBHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if he is aware that in some of the electoral rolls pre- 
pared for the Assembly election there were relations of certain persons 
who were classed as “Pods” or “Poundra Kshatriyas” some of whom 
appeared in the Scheduled Castes and others in the general list? 


The H0fl*bla Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: 1 have no infor- 
mation. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if he is aware that there is at least one number of this ^ 
Assembly, who was classed in the ordinary general list applied for 
his name to be transferred to the Scheduled Castes because he happens 
to be a “Pod” and his relations even now continue in the general 
list? 

Th« Hofl’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I have no in- 
formation. 


Intelligenoe Branch and Criminal Investigation Department offioers 
in the Bengal Police Force. 

*68. Mr. SERAJUL ISLAM: {a) Will the llon^ble Minister in 
charge of tlie Home ^ Police) Department l>e pleased to lay a statement 
showing in the Intelligence Branch and Criminal Investigation Depart- 
ment — 

(t) the number of — 

(1) Handwriting experts, 

(2) Finger-print experts, and 

(3) Foot-prkit experts; 


(ti) General Investigating staff; and 
^ (m) the number of them that are Muslims? 
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(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister l>e pleased to lay- on the table another 
stateftient show in gp — 

(i) the number of inspectors there are in the Bengal Police Force; 
iii) the number of them that are Muslims; 

.m) the number of 8ul>- inspectors there are in the Bengal Police 
Force; 

uV) the number of them that are Muslims; 

u ) the number of inspectors and sub-inspectors there are in the 
District Intelligence Branch and District Criminal Investi- 
gation Department in Bengal; and 
(n) tlie number of them that are MussalmansP 

Th« Hon’bie Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Two statements are 
placed on the table. 


Sfatement rtf erred to in ike, otmver to chn^e (a) of starred question iVo. 68. 



TotAl No. 

No. of Muslims. 

Handwriting experts 

2 

Nil 

Finger-print exports 

17 

2 

Foot print experts 

1 

Nil 

General Investigating Staff (i.e., of the 
rank of Inspector and Sub-Inspector) — 



Criminal Investigation Department. . 

36 

10 

Intelligence Branch 

45 

5 


Statement referred to in the answer to clause. (6) of starred question No. 68. 



Total No. 

No. of Muslims. 

Inspectors in the Bengal Police (Per- 
manent). 

262 

64 

Sub- Inspectors in the Bengal Police (Per- 
manent). 

1,696 

026 

Inspectors in the District Intelligence 
Branch 

31 

Nil 

Sub-Inspectors in the District Intelligence 
Branch 

101 

9 


Note . — ^Tbere k no Dktnci Crimtoal Inveetigation Depaitmaot. In the Delecihrt 
Depeiinwato (wbkh are Mootaoned in the dieu4cte of the M-PMxeoM and Howmli) 
laoirarer, there «ie 2 iniiiwotCM* and 6 eob-iii^eioni of whom 1 ■ub-iaapectoreita 
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BUDGET DISCUSSION. 

Maiilvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN* I cannot be a party to the whole- 
♦<ale condemnation that has been indulged in by some of my friends in 
criticising the budget nor can I sing an unbroken eulogy. I am pre- 
pared to congratulate the Hon’ble Minister on the fine sentiments he 
has expressed in presenting his budget which we are all gratified to 
find is a prosperity budget, but we do not know the reason why the 
Hon’hle Minister, has shown it as a deficit one. 1 shall not confine my 
congratulations to his fine sentiments alone; I am prepared to applaud 
his |)erformance also, to a certain extent. He has given ample proof 
of his worth in his dexterous handling of the budget; his marshal- 
ling of figures is quite masterly; his cautiousne.ss, however, has 
exceeded that of all previous Finance Members of this Province. His 
vision is wide enough and his heart is also generous. He has a kind 
word for everybody and his doles extend (»ver a very wide field. He 
seems to be anxious to ]>lease one and all and 1 a)n afraid this menta- 
lity must be responsible for bis failure too. He bus certainl\ succeeded 
as a dole-giver Init the question is whether this d(de system of bud- 
getting can be for tlie good oi the <*ountry. What is nee<led is a com- 
prehensive plan. What he has done is this; in his eagerness to feed 
the isolated cells of the !K>dy he has altogether ignoretl tlie require- 
ments of the organism as a whole and 1 am afraid sm li faulty feeding 
can never enliven the body politic if I may say so. It is deplorable 
that tliere is no planned attack on an> of the burning problems of the 
day. tbie vjiliiable year is lost in vain and if that is an indicati<ui 1 
am afraid, the tour remaining years also will be equally barren. 

Now let me take up some individual instances. The primary edu- 
cation is ceitainly one (»f the chief j>rohlems (d the day as the Hon’ble 
Minister also has been very kind to admit. But so far as this burning 
question is coucerneil, our Cabinet does not seem to know its own 
mind. Whatever halting steps are being taken are not due to genuine 
urge from within but on afH'ount of constant goading from outside. 
The Hon’ble Minister seems to be torn betw.een two opposite ideas, 
namely, the idea of taxation and that of no taxation for the purpose 
of making primary education free and <‘ompulsory, and that is the 
reason wliy tlie (Jovernment lias no fixed policy whatsoever so far as 
this imjKirtant question is concerned. The only policy that they seem 
to liave is one of drift. Some districts are coming up with proposals 
to impose the education cess. Government says “All right we shall 
help those districts. “ But there are other districts and these are the 
majority which are fighting shy of coming up with such proposals. 
What are the Government doing so far as those districts are con- 
certied? I want to ask this question: has the Government raised its 
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little finger for inducing any district in Bengal to impose the educa- 
tion •ess or has the Government helped other districts which are not 
willing to impose the education cess in any way whatsoever, in the 
cause of free and compulsory j)riinary education? At a time of pros- 
perity like this Government, 1 think, might have done wonders so far 
as thin problem fs concerned, hut instead of a determined effort, we 
find that the (iovernment has no policy of its own and the result is 
Irittering away of energy and resources for jmrposes of comparative 
unimportance. Il is, however, somewhat gratifying tl»at some ])rovi- 
sion ho'i been made for the (raining of teacheis of primary schools. 
That ''eenis io be a imive in llm right direction ami should be vigo- 
rously pursued. What we want is a comprehensive scheme* f<»r making 
primary education free and comjmlsory within a certain number of 
years. Yesterday we uere a'^toni'^hed to hear an annonnceinent from 
the Hoiride Chief Ministei. We all know that in the district of 
Mymensingh the education ces-^ ha'^ bc>en alreadv imposed; the cess is 
being I'calised jtnd ^■(*t what lias been aelreved then*? Nothing. 
IViinary education has not been made compulsory. I am one of those 
who are in favour ot imposing the primary <‘du( ation c’ess, but yet 1 
.shall be the last person to be a party to the imposition of that cess if 
jiriinary educ'ation is not made compulsory as soon as the cess is levied. 
I hope the Hon’ble the Cliief Minister will reeonsider the declaration 
he made yesterday and will sec* that the primary education is made free 
us well as c(>mpulsorv througliout the* country within a shoit time. In 
u year of prosperity like this Government can easily make jiriinary edu- 
cation free at the first instance throughout the country without any 
dela> and tlie cpiestion of ccmipulsion might come later in respect of 
those districts where the cess is not imposed. T do not know why 
instead of following that easy and reasonable policy the Hon’ble the 
Chief Minister .says that it is not yet time for primary education being 
made compulsory even in a district where the < ess has been imjiosed. 

So far as secondary education is concerned, the increas'd provi- 
sion for giving aid to nondioveruinent schools seems to b* quite 
welcome, but wliat is to my mind of very great importance in this: 
that there are no sclimds in certain areas inhabited by the poorer 
sections of the community, and it is very ne<*essar\’ that new sclicols 
should l>e started in tliose l(K*ulities if secondary education is to be 
brought home to them. Government should in eveiy way hel]> the 
establishment of schools in .Midi areas. 

The proposal to estabiisli a Puidah College has met with a very 
great adverse criticism. I do not know who the aullior of that term 
“Purdah College” is. This is the first time that the word 'G^urdah*^ 
has been used in connection with an edui’ational institution and I 
think much of fhe misunderstanding has been due to the use of that 
unfortunate word. The Hon’ble Finance Minister ought to have 
taken this House a little more into his confidence as regards the 
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details of tlie proposaL If the intention is to raise the Sakhwai 
Memorial Girls’ School to the status of a College, it seems to mt that 
this is a move in the right direction. We know that the Govern- 
ment is paying a heavy rent about a thousand rupees a month, 

I suppose — for the house in which the Sakhwat Memorial 
Girls’ School is located. If a suitable house is constructed 
for that school with the money provided and that school is gradually 
raised to the status of a college, I think there can be no exception to 
that proposal. A IHirdab College does not, I think, mean that the 
students of that < ollege must observ^e purdah in the sense in which the 
w'ord is mistakenly used nowadays. Parda does not mean 
seidusion. The only <liflference will be that Muslim girls will have 
their education under <ertain environments which the community 

desires. And I shall have no objection if a certain number of non- 

Muslim girls are admitted until girls of the Muslim community come 
up in sufficient numbers to fill the <la88CH of the college, Muslim 
environment is the thing we require. (l)n. Nalin.iksh.-^ Sanyal: What 
is that What is Muslim environmeut ^ ) J should like to say one 

thing, Sir, in this rps])ect. 1 have already dealt with primary education, 
but if, iiistea<i of spending this money tor the establishment of a college, • 
Government concentrated its efforts mainly on primary education, then 
that would have been a more w'elc(»me proposal. Hut as w^e sre that 
money is being wastofl mi man\ otlier less urgent and uniinpoitant 
schemes, why should not then a <‘oIlege for Muslims girls also be 
established. We have seen that a huge amount, namely, 2A lakhs 
has l>een set ajmit for Youth Welfare work. We do not know what 
is really intended. If money can be spent for purposes like that, 
then certainly a college for Muslim girls is far more important than 
that. The provision that Iuin been made for scholarship to the 
Moslem community and to the Sche<luled Caste cominuiiities, also 
s»*ems to be welcome. In this conne<*tion 1 would only like to i*emind 
the (diief Minister of a resolution whi<h be liimself once sjK>nsored in 
the Old Council to the effect that an amount of Hs. 10 lakhs should b** 
set apart for giving scholarship to Moslem students. If it i** the 
intention of Govennnent to bring the educationally backwaH (lasses 
into line with the advanced sections of the community, then I think 
some l>old step ought to have l>een taken, and not these mere tinker- 
ing pin-pricks, which I think, wdll not be of any gi-eat avail. Again 
Sir, jute is one of the maj(»r problems of our day. Here also, we 
find that no definite plan has been disclosed by the Finance 
Minister except an assurance that the wasteful and impotent propa- 
ganda for voluntniy lestiictioii will be c'ontiniied during the coming 
year also. We think, -Bir, that money is being wasted on this pro- 
paganda. I w’as in favour of such propaganda when Oovernment 
used to declare that that was only an ad interim stop, and that 
voluntary propaganda would be followed by a policy of compulsory 
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restrietioB. But we find that Guvernment has been hoodwinking us 
with mere dilatory steps and is not at all in earnest about restricting 
jute cuItiTation by compulsory means. I think, therefore, that the 
money wanted for this voluntary propaganda should not be granted. 
But it may be said by the Finance Minister that a sum has been set 
apart for a jute census. Here also, the Finance Minister ha.s not 
been pleased to explain his proposals to the House. Sir, what is the 
exact nature of the proposed jute census, and how long will it take? 
Is it the purpose of Government to i-estrict the cultivation of jute by 
legislation ultimately and it with that view that the census is 
being taken? These are (questions which have arisen in the minds 
of most members of thin House, but the Hon’ble Finance Minister 
has not taken us into his confidence regarding such questions. He 
lias assured us that so far as rural indebtedness is eoneemed, we shall 
have debt settlement lioard^, prohahly in eaidi union Ixuird area, in the 
course of the coming year. That seems to me a welcome proposal, 
but those who know about the working of these debt .settlement boards 
are aware that unless some more powers are given to these Iwurds, 
aimply addition to their number will l>e of very little avail. 

Mr. R. M. 8A8800N: Mr Speaker. Sir, I fear that in giving my 
.support to the Finance Minister the true merit.s of the Budget as intro- 
duced by him have not been fn1]> apprei’iated by .some members in this 
Hou-^e wdio have spoken. I teel tliat the oppo.sition might have .supplied 
sometliing more constructive h\ way of criticisui. and so assisted us all 
to appretdate tlieir p(»int of view. Iiislenil. I find that they have 
indulged in their liaiangues which have singularly failed to shake the 
Budget 

Dr. NALiNAK8HA 8ANYAL: On a point of order. Sir. Is the 
hon'hle member entitled to u.se the wonl “harangue” when describing 
speeches delivered by niemheis {»f this House? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 think that the word “harangue” is not very 
courteous to members of this House, if it is not altogether unparlia- 
mentary. 

Mr. R. M. 8A8800N: The Budget itself ha.s borne out in ample 
measure the anticipations of Bengal’.s financial future; but a note of 
caution is sounded by the slight deficit which appears for next year. I 
find that the total revenue for 1938-39 is put at Bs, 13 crores 13 lakki 
which is 30 lakhs below the revised estimates for the current year. 
The Finance Minister has been wise to make allowance for the recent 
drop in world prices which is certain to reflect largely on his two big 
sources of revenue — Jute and Income-Tax. The trade outlook to^y 
is not as bright as it was and it generally indicates some reduction in 
1 
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general activity. Moreover, political disturbances both in Europjs and 
in India can and will do a great deal of harm and we must be prepared 
for this. The recent fall in commodity prices is also a factor which we 
cannot ignore, and in due course it must in due course affect the pur- 
chasing power of the primary producers. 

Turning to the expenditure side of the budget, this amounts to 13 
crores 25 lakhs and is IJ crores more than the yevised estimate. Of. 
this, 1 crore is set apart for entirely new schemes for national develop- 
ment. (lUi Harendra Nath CiiAt'DiirRi : No scheme at all I) Surely 
some praise is due for this Ixdd and energetic effort which I consider is 
the feature of the Budget. We have heard a good deal about rural 
iiplift and economic reconstruction. S(j, here, Sir, 1 consider that the 
foundation stone has been laid for economic development. (Dr. 
Nalinaksha Sanvae : Only smne new appointments. ) On looking to -ee 
how this sum of money is to he sj»ent. I find that it has been spread over 
a very wide field, ami to mention only a few, <lebt settlement, rtiral 
credit, education, agriculture, industry, public health, irrigation and 
youtli welfare schemes all benefit. 1 am glad to see that measures are 
to be taken to ensure an expenditure (d' Hs. 2b lakh.s on roads. The • 
state of tiie roads in tiiis province and the lack ot them is fairl\ well 
known and I e\]»ect the Finance Minister will hear much more about 
this in the next few days. 

Ill my speech last year I welcomed the Debt Conciliation Hoards 
which have been formed to deal with rural indebtediiess and I am glad 
to notice that the number during the next year is to be increased and a 
further sum of It) lakhs is to be spent in this direction. 

I am also glad to observe that Co-operative Credit is to receive 
particular and expert attention and I welcojiie the attempt to semi 
officers abroad to stud> up-tt)-dute metliods even though my friends on 
the riglit side of (he House would look m» further than the Punjab for 
their enlightenment. 

I welcome the effort made to encourage small industries ami I 
wouhl strongl> recommend the e<lucated unemployed of this province 
to turn their attention more in this direction than in other loftier 
cha nnels. 

Cmler the head of retrenchment, 1 am pleased to see that no effort 
is being spared to go into this thoroughh and the House, I am sure, 
will welcome the AVhite Paper which is to be issued shortly. AVe are 
aware that a very considerable reduction suggestetl in the Swan recom- 
mendations lias already been given effect to. 

Jhe Finance Minister has been criticised for not formulating a 
definite and gigantic scheme for the welfare of the masses. AV'hile 
we^would welcome supb a scheme, if practicable, surely it is apparent 
that we have not the finance available? For a province of the siae of 
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Bengal with a population of 50 million, the revenue at Rs. 13 crores ia 
by no means a large one. Much has also been ^ heart! of the hungry 
millions but the Finance Minister appears to W the only one who haa 
done anything to ameliorate their sufferings. 

It is disturbing to think that the extent of fluctuations in revenue 
can amount to as much as Rs. 4 crores and considering that the present 
figures represent a half way stage, w'e must assume that sljoiild we 
experience a depression, the Heveiiue would decline considerably and we 
hope that the estimates for 1038-3!) will not be unduly falsified by suhe- 
quent facts. What we have to hear in mind is that the Finance 
Minister with the resourceN at his command has covered a large field. 

• May I be permitted to reiterate what has been said b^\ our Leader 
in regard to the emergency taxes. And in regard to one alone, 1 
should like to point out that when the Electricity Duty was first pnuuul- 
gated in 1!)35 it was meant to bring in U) lakhs of rupees. That this 
was an under-estimate will be appreciatetl when the receipts for 11)37-38 
was 18 lakhs and I am aware that this figure is likely to continue grow- 
ing. We have heard much about cheaper electricity during the lust 
few' days for consumers ami I can do no more than suggest that the 
(xovernment should remove this burden ol J anna per unit. 

1 listeued wulh much iutere.st to the llon’ble Minister’s concluding 
remarks, ami appreciate and I think I understand his p<»int ot view. It 
may be uiinect'ssary, in view ot bis saying that be does not w'ish to preach 
rank socialism, but 1 feel that perhaps 1 should sound a note of w^arn- 
ing. 1 hope he has no intention of undermining the profit motive. 
Men are not equal in this world and tho.se of greater ability, greater 
energy, and, shall we say, g^reater bravery, in the taking or making of 
their opportunities, are surely entitled to tare iK’tter than their brothers. 
The levelling of n‘sults for all people can only destroy initiative and 
in the issue must lower the general standard of any nation. 

I do not wisli t<j digres.s on wliut many may consider a controversial 
subject, hut I would request ijic lion ’hie Minister not to overlook the 
point of view' which 1 have hricfl\ put forward and I w’ould ask him 
to rememl)er that while he ha.s a rea.soiiahly large and a reasonably con- 
tented l>ody of tax-i>aycrs, it is fair to a.ssuine that he will have at his 
disposal funds for nation-building. If this is not appreciated and if 
steps are taken to bring all men to a l omnion level, there can lie no 
help provided by the more gifted to tla» les.s gifted; and the logical 
conclusion is that national works must he undertaken by the conscript- 
ed labour of citizens who must give up a jmrtion of their time, a por- 
tion of their fi;eedom to labour gratuitously for tlie general good, or 
perhaps, for general mediocrity. 

One final word. 1 would rather emphasise that the advancement 
of the country must come from the energy and initiative of the people 
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themselves and I would draw the attention of the House to the Fipance 
Minister’s own words. 

He said — *‘The final responsibility for national prosperity must 
therefore l>e with the people, with all those in whom by reason of status 
or of attainment vests the leadership of the community”. 

In conclusion, I warmly congratulate the Hon’ble Mr. Sarker on the 
^eat task which he has acquitted so creditably# 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir, I have heard with rapt 
attention the learned lecture of my honourable friend Mr. Sassoon. 
He has accu.sed us at the very start that we, the members on this side 
of the House, are only to oppose the Finance Minister and that we have 
not giver» any constructive suggestions. I (have been disappointed also, 
Sir, to find that my honourable friend Mr. Sassoon has not given any 
constructive suggestion. He has accepted what the Finance Minister 
has done as quite perfect and (he does not think that any change is 
necessary. 

Sir, I may tell this House and the Finance Minister that we, the 
members of this side of the House, are all prepared to offer our hands • 
of co-operati<3n to him for the reconstruction of the economic structure 
of this province. M’e know that the whole nation is smothering under 
various kinds of wants and miseries, and we feel that the nation is 
almost on the verge of starvation and ruin. The sooner the economic 
condition of the country is improved, the ])etter for the nation, other- 
wise there is the impending danger of a revolution to come. But when 
1 think of any constructive scheme 1 shrink within myself, because I 
feel the outlook of tlie Government which has been expressed througli 
the outlook of the Hon’Ible Finance Minister is quite unsuited to the 
purpose of our giving any constructive scheme. Sir, he has said in 
his financial statement that there are many problems affecting the eco- 
nomic condition of this country, and he has viewed all these problems 
against the human background and has olbserved that his aim was to 
resurrect the average man who in this prodfjminantly agricultural 
country is the cultivator; and in the forefront of his policy and pro- 
gramme directed towards this endeavour, he has placed three problems, 
namely, reilief of rural indebtedness, spread of primary education, and 
the stimulation of prices of agrif ultural commodities through improved 
methods of production and Wtter marketing facilities. But, alas! 
towards the solution of those j>roldeins he has, as I find in the budget, 
allotted an aggregate sum of Rs. 19,18,H0<) only. The Hon*ble the 
Finance Minister knows that the measures he has adopted will be 
absolutely unaMe to c^pe with those problems. So he has shifted the 
responsibility of their final solution on the leaders of this country. 
He has contented himself by saying that the l>est of the budget is one 
which provides for financial soundness, and that without further taxa- 
tion it is not possible to find out more finance to do any conitmotiTa work 
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witll to the real improvement of the economic condition of this 

country. And he is afraid of such taxation. This is how he has 
approached the cultivator and his problems. Sir, I may say that he 
has yisualised the cultivator as a beggar who has appeared with a 
begging bowl at the door of the Government House, and he in charge 
of that House has offered him some words of sympathy and some 
promises of benefit. ^ long as tliat will be his mentality, no scheme 
from this side or from anybody will be of any use. He has forgotten 
the true picture of the cultivator of this country. Sir, we, the 
members on this side of the House, find in the cultivator the nation 
itself. And metaphorically I may say that he is the mother to this 
country. It is the cultivator who is supplying food materials to this 
cotfntry; it is he who is supplying raw materials for the development 
of industry in this country; it is he who is supplying money for the 
professionals; it is he who is directly and indirectly responsible for 
the expansion of trade, directly responsible so far as the agricultural 
products are concerned, and indirectly responsible so far as the industrial 
products are concerned. Sir, it is he who is responsible for the 

^expansion of all the avenues of life, and I may say that he is the 

backbone of the society. Sk), T may aptly say that if the cultivator 

dies who lives, and who dies if the cultivator lives? Thnt is how we 

on this side of the H^use look at the cultivator. 

Sir, tlic Hon'ble the Fimiio'c Mini-^tcr is aware that unless the 
condition of the peasantry is improved, a revolution is imminent, but 
be has (•fmt(‘Titcd hiniMdt by simply warning the public' leaders of the 
impending revolution, as if he and his eolleagues of the GovemmeTit 
are quite safe and the people who an* t<» perish in that revolution are 
the public* But he and his colleagues do not know that they will perish 
before others, if and when that revolution comes. Anyhow, Sir, we 
are prepared to give constructive suggestions if the Hon ’hie the 
Finance Minister assures us that lie will give his serious attention to 
it. Sir, in this very House in the last session as well as in this session, 
we submitted a resolution which .set forth a comprehensive scheme f6r 
the amelioration of the masses and the reconstruction of the economic 
condition of thi.s country. Sir, our sugge.stion is thal a big loan b<* 
raised upon certain revenues of the Govenimenl. The question is 
where is that revenue? We find that the Budget provides for no such 
revenue as may he expemded exeept the land revenue, we are aware 
that about 17 crores of ruptfes are Iwing realized from the cultivating 
tenants by the landlords from the proprietor down to the raiyai. If 
Government acquires the rights of those landlords purchase, these 

17 crores of rujfees may come to the coffers of the Government, and 
the Government may have an additional net income of several crores. 
And on that additional income Government may raise a huge loan, 
I shall not deal with the figures at this stage, hut I shall imly say 

18 



17S 


BUDGET DISCUSSION. 


[23sd Feb., 


Giat if the interests of the landlords be purchased at a fair compensa- 
tion, then several crores may be added to the revenue of the Govern- 
ment, on the security of which they shall be able to raise a loan of 
more than 200 crores. On that assumption we submitted a resolution 

to form a Committee with power to co-opt experts to * formulate a 

scheme and to suggest legislative measures required to give effect to 
the same. The proposed scheme is to take immediate steps to acquire 
all landed interests in the agricultural lands *^ 0 ! the province above 
those of the cultivating tenants including private fislieiy rights above 
those of hona fide fishermen ; to set apart out of the nett additional 
revenue therefrom an adequate amount for free primary education so 
that each village may have the benefit of a primary school and another 
adequate amount for dispensaries for men and cattle, to that each 
union may have one such dispensary; to capitalise the balance by a 
loan on G. P. Notes at an interest of three half per cent, per annum 

payable in 99 years; to disburse the loan so raised for payment of 

fair compensation for the interests acquired on the basis of loss of 
net incomes derived therefrom; to advance fifty crores of impees to 
the indebted agriculturists towards the liquidation of their debts as 
loan repayable in 20 years at a rate of interest not exceeding 5 per* 
cent, per annum. 

Sir, here I should stop and say that the Hon’ble the Finance 
Minister has raised the question of relief of rural indebtedness, but 
he has not laid down even the outlines of a scheme to, enable him to 
liquidate that debt. But ours is a scheme to wipe out the entire debt 
of the agriculturists for the time being. They are indebted to the 
extent of about 100 crores, but the Banking Enquirj^ Committee in 
their report stated that these 100 crores of rupees of debt could be 
wiped out by payment of 50 crores. Herein we have proposed that 
the debts of the agriculturists be paid up by this advance of 50 crores 
of nipees. Then again, our scheme is to establish agricultural banks 
in all unions to advance loans to the agriculturists at a small interest 
against hypothecation of crops or mortgage of lands, as the case may 
be. Sir, herein also I should stop and say that the Hon’ble the 
Finance Minister admitted that the agriculturists were suffering for 
want of credit, but passed over that question by saying that rural 
credit was receiving the best attention of the Government. Our scheme 
is to restore that credit to them. Then again the resuscitation of the . 
death and dying rivers and channels and opening out new channels 
wherever necessary, are the things we badly want. The economic 
distress of the peasants is due mainly to the uneconomic holdings, to 
the fall in the fertility of the land and also to the fall in the price 
of land products. This, the Finance Minister has also admitted. 
But to raise the fertility of the land requires resuscitation of the 
riVers and channels as I have said before and this requires a huge sum 
of asoney. The Hon’ble the Finance Minister has passed over this 
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question also saying that it is big scheme which requires too big an 
amoufit of money to be provided for. But we have proposed that this 
big scheme be taken up and have suggested how to get the necessary 
funds. We have also proposed for provision of marketing facilities 
for jute and* other agricultural products, so that the poor agriculturists 
may get proper price for their crops. Our st^heme further provides 
for grants of subsidies to bona fide agriculturist for developing the 
undeveloped lands in the province. I shall tell this House that about 
2 crores of bighas of land of this province are culturable waste. The 
Government is paying subsidies to the Public Works Department and 
many other departments also; if the Government pays a subsidy to 
bona fide agriculturist to cultivate and develop these undeveloj)ed 
laqds which are lying waste, then a large amount of revenue may 
come to the coffers of the Government and these lands may be distri- 
buted to the agriculturists to make up the deficiency in their holdings. 
Then, Sir, we have provided also for agricultural e<lucation and 
research and the establishment of industrial banks for the purjwse 
of advancing small loans to trained young men and to agri(<ulturists 
to whom owing to smallness of holdings agriculture is not a depend- 
»able means of livelihood, for starting small industries. On this point, 
.Sir, I should dilate a little. The average holding is very small and 
the average agriculturist cannot produce .sufficient crops to maintain 
himself, his wife and children throughout the year. The crops that 
he produces may provide him and his family at best for six months 
on average. Until his holding is made economic, some such measures 
should be adopted so that he may add to his income. Sir, for that purpose 
small rural industries should be set up in the villages with the help 
of the Government, so that the agriculturists may get an opjxirtunity 
to add to his income. The educated and trained young men alsf) need 
be helped to set up cottage industries and other industries to earn 
their livelihood. Sir, lest I forget I should suggest in this connection 
that if the Finance Minister does not think it his worthwhile to 
consider the scheme I have outlined, then he should forthwith advise 
the Government to encourage the establishment of rural banks for 
making short-term credit loans to the agriculturist by inviting the 
public to float a limited Imnking company with branches in the 
rural ai-eas with a capital of, say, 5 crores of rupees and also one or 
two more limited companies with an aggregate cupilnl of, say, 
10 crores to finance the aforesaid industrial institutions, I mean the 
industries for the agriculturists and the trained young men. I want 
the Government only to guarantee pavinent of 4 per cent, dividend 
to the capitalists who will be invited to subscribe this capital to these 
companies. If they do so, I can assure this House that within a 
month these 15 ‘crores will be raised, and everything necessary may 
be possible to be done. Sir, assuming that guaranteeing 4 per ceni, 
dividend for these 16 crores means spending 60 lakhs, the Finance 
Minister should not shrink. He has set apart one crore of rupeet, as 
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additional expenditure, and he has taken pleasure in announoii^ to 
this House “1 have set apart one crore for nation-building depart- 
ments”. When he has been so kind, let him be a little more kind to 
the suifering millions to an additicmal sum of 60 lakhs. I. can assure 
him that he will not have to spend that amount, but he will only set 
apart that 60 lakhs. 1 am Huie tliat tliese companies will not Ik* losing 
concerns. Then, Sir, we have proposed for other things also, i.e., 
supplementing the existing grants from Governfnent and local lK>dies 
for irrigation, erection of school buildings in villages, erection of 
dispensary buildings in unions, the construction of tanks and wells in 
the rural areas, provision of pasture and fodder — producing land in 
the villages and the improvement of the breed of cattle, and we have 
also proposed for the establishment of a famine and unemployine»ot 
fund. I shall now come to the figures. If the landed interests are 
purchased, then aluiut 10 crores of rupees may be added as a net 
additional revenue to the Government. Out ot that 10 crores I crore 
may be set apait as recurring grant for primary schools. So, there 
shall be no need of taxation for primary education. 50 lakhts may 
bet set apart for dispensary gi-ants, for disposal in each union board, 
so that the poor villagers may get medical aid. Setting apart I ® 
crore and 50 lakhs, we get a balance of 8 crores and 50 lakhs. A loan • 
of about 229 crores may be laised thereon, making the loan payable^ 
iii 09 years at -‘U j)er cent., and out of that, paying compensation for 
acquisition of landholders’ interests by 114 crores, a balant^e of 114 
•crores may be available for spending on real nation-building works 
and thus the nation may be saved. This is my ie(|Uesl to the Hon ’bit* 
the Finance Minister to do. If he is ])rej)ared to l(K)k to this construc- 
tive Huggestion, let him invite the members on this side of the House 
to sit with him and to suggest ways and means as how to give effect 
to the scheme, 

(The House was then adjourned for 15 minutes.) 

{After Adjournment.) 

Kh«n Bahadur 8yod ABDUL HAFEEZ: Mr Speaker, Sir, 1 rise 
to offer a few comments on the general principles embodied in the 
Budget presented by the Hon’ble Finance Minister and would aay at 
the very outset that we wish the substance of bis propoaals would have 
been as excellent as their form. I would congratulate him on an 
•excellent Budget speech, but I regret that I cannot extend the same 
welcome to his Budget. 

The Hon’ble Finance Minister has rightly said that the pressing 
problems of the day are there of rural indebtedness, primary educatkm 
stimulation of prioes of agricultural commodities. I would ex- 
press all of them as one problem, vis., the problem of the improvement 



mn,] ^ BUDGET DISCXT8RI0N. 181 

c 

of the mral economics of Bengal with corresponding amelioration of 
the conditions of the peasants. For this colossal problem, the Honlde 
Finance Minister has suggested some tinkering measures. The expan- 
sion of the Debt Conciliation Boards may do a little good, but they 
cannot touch even u fringe of the real problem. What are Concilia- 
tion Boards to do unless the agriculturist has an income which meets 
his most urgent and pressing needs, and leaves him with a little sur- 
plus which he may utilize for the purpose of paying off his debtsP 
And that question, I regret Mr. Speaker, the Hon’ble Finiinre Minister 
has carefully avoided. 

If we analyse the causes which are at the basis of the collapse of 
the rural economy of Bengal, I think we shall all agree that one of the 
foremost is the pressure of the population on the land, and the intri- 
cacy and unsatisfactory nature of the land laws of the province. It 
is, Sir, an open secret to-day that the tenants of the province pay in 
money or kind the colossal sum of almost Rs. 16 crores, and out of 
that only about 2A crores reach the public exchequer. Even these 2^ 
<'rores are not all spent for the welfare of the agriculturists, for nnfor- 
• tunately in our province, the cost of running the administration eati 
up a disproportionate amount of the public revenue. In other coun- 
tries, the social uplift services and national welfare measures are the 
most important charges upon the public revenues, hut in our country, 
the public servants flourish at the cost of the publi<', and administra- 
tion looms larger in the budgetary provisions than the expenses of 
social welfare schemes. But even if the 21 crores derived from land 
revenues were spent entirely in the .service of the agriculturists, this 
is but a fraction cf the contribution that they make io the national 
revenues. As I liavp already said they pay to the extent of about 16 
crores, and receive back only a bare fraction of that in services. The 
result is starvation of the nation-building departments, the result ib 
stagnation and deterioration of rivers and irrigation channels, the 
result is the decadence in the health and welfare of the rural popula- 
tions. The conditions of the rural areas must be improved, but we 
are told by the Hon’ble Finance Minister that there is not sufBcient 
money. We ask — why not tap the resources w'hich the revenues of the 
province offer? The tenantry pay 16 crores and that is a modest esti- 
mate; allowing 12 per cent, for collection charges, the State could 
benefit to the extent of almost ten crores a year if the whole of this 
money could be realized by the State. I shall Im* told that there are 
difficulties in the way, hut I would urge upon the Hon'ble Finance 
Minister and the Cabinet that the time has come when difficulties must 
be faced and courageous steps taken for improving the economy of 
rural Bengal. The landlords pay about 2J crores to the State and 
ocdlect about 16 crores. Even allowing for their collection charges, 
they intercept at least 10 crores of rupees every year, and if need be, 
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ihe State may buy all their intereBts and finance the project out of the 
total accretion to its revenue. The increase in State revenue would 
be in the neighbourhood of about 10 croreB a year. Capitaliaed at 3i 
or even 4 per cent., that would give a capital sum of at least 250 
ororeB and out of that 100 crores, viz., ten times of the annual purchase 
of the landlords would be adequate to meet their demands. With the 
rest of the money, what prospects would open out for thoroughly 
re-organizing the economic life of the province, *and placing its indus- 
try and agriculture upon a sound and profitable basis. That, Sir, is 
the proper way of dealing with the problems of rural indebtedness, for 
unless we improve the economic status of the peasant, what good will 
Debt Conciliation Boards, or even any number of officers trained in 
Denmark or any other country doP * 

One word more, Sir, and I have done. There is a proposal to 
establish a Revenue or Rent Commission with an Englishman as 
Chairman. This is a proposal which we oppose with all the vehemence 
we can, for what can an Englishman know about the intricacies of the 
land laws of Bengal P How can he learn of the many ways that they 
infringe upon our lives? The whole proposal is a sheer waste of pub- # 
lie money, for we know that we want to utilize the total rent paid by 
the tenantry for the use of the tenants themselves, and for the purpose, 
buy out if necessary, the interest of the landlords. Sir, I therefore 
submit that the budget proposals are inadequate, and cannot bring 
about that improvement of the economic life of the province which we 
all desire. 


Mrs AFTAB ALI: On a point of privilege, Sir, I submit tltat 
Labour is a minority in this House, and so I should be grateful if you 
could allow either me or some other Labour member to speak on the 
Budget to-night. 


Mr* SPEAKER! I do recognize your group as minority in this 
House. 


Mr. AHMED HOSAIN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I should only like to 
say a few words about the Budget by way of general observations. 
But I must say at once that a suppoi^r of the Government though I 
am, I can scarcely persuade myself to congratulate the Hon'ble Finance 
Minister for his achievements. The Budget, Sir, seems to me — I hope 
the Hon’ble Finance Minister will forgive me for the expression*-* 
mediocre in conception. One looks in vain through the wtude picture 
for a bold conception or a master stroke. The whole thing is at beat 
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Bn exhibit of laboured imperff tion. Hundred and one problema hBTB 
been touched, but only on the fringe. 

Sir, the Hon’ble Finance Minister is very solicitous about resur> 
recting the average man, i.e., the cultivator, whom he rightly thinks 
to be the real backbone of whatever may be built up in Bengal. For 
bettering that human material he thinks it essentially necessary 
principally to introduce free and compulsory primary education, insti- 
tutions for debt settlements, improvement of rural credit, and the 
stimulation of the prices of agricultural produce of the country. 

None of these prohleiUK has been approached with an eye to solu- 
tion and thoroughness. Sir, there are some i>eople w'ho do not w*ant 
primary education In re.sort to taxation hut we on this side t>f the House 
who run the Government have unmistakably more than once given out 
that we want primary education imniedintely even by resorting to taxa* 
tion and we have reason to Wlieve that the countrv' hocks us in our opo- 
nion. Under such circumstances why tliis |>olicv of piecemeal introduc- 
tumP Why should not the Government concentrate uj>on this one thing 
above any other P AVhy not introduce primary education immediately 
in all divstricts by taxation and if necessary have courage enough to 
face the ele(.*tomte upon this issue. Instead of that the Government 
have done things which indicate only too much («ution and slow speed. 
Circumspection is no doubt necessary, but I venture to suggest to the 
Hon ble Minister that some amount of tenacity and dash is also essen- 
tial ill such matters. 

It is an admitted fart at least amongst us on this side of the House 
that if one thing is more necessary than another it is this free primary 
education. Why then from out of one crore and 13 lakhs of rupees 
available for additional exi>enditure provide only 5 lakhs for this all 
important matterP Why wait for the opinion of school boards and 
M. L. A.sP Indeed we are at a loss to understand whot the policy of 
the Government is in this all important matter. 

With regard to improvement of Ilural Credit, Debt Conciliation 
and stimulation of prices of agricultural produces, I see, 8ir, that most 
of the money provided will go to meet the expenses of the departments 
and salaries. Where will the capital come from with which to give 
loans? Where is the direct benefit which the agriculturists will getP 

Sir, a provision of 1 lakh of rupees has been made in the Budget 
for the construction of a building to house the Upper Chamber, 
Amongst many undesirable things in the new constitution this Upper 
Chamber has been thrust upon us against our will. As a true member 
of the Muslim League I like to see the end of everything that stands 
in the way of a full-fledged democracy in the near future. So it is frcmi 
my point of view at least not only a sheer waste of money to builS a 
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at an ultimate cost of 15 lakhs but a definite disservice to denKh 
cracy, * 

Only a few words about retrenchment and I will finish. Sir, we 
see the Darjeeling exodus is there, the posts of Commissioners which 
by consensu^ of opinion have been thought superfluous are there, 
the high and fat salaries which it is definitely within the competence 
of the Government to cut down are there, but j;he Hon’ble Finance 
Minister finds no scope for retrenchment. Nay, even he finds no 
urgent necessity for that for in his opinion the country has settled 
down to normality. Indeed, if one half meal throughout the day and 
w'ant of clothes to hide nakedness and to protect oneself against nature 
is the sign of normality we are in nomal times. But I forgot that 
to a Finance Minister the only barometer is the condition of the pro- 
vincial revenue. The Hon’ble Finance Minister has thought fit to 
crown, all he said about retrenchment, by a sermon which reminds me 
of one thing in the Sermon on the Mount. There the Lord Christ said 
amongst other things that “He has come not to destroy what his pre- 
decessors did and said but He has come to fulfil them”. Sir, I find the 
same desire in our Hoirble Finance Minister. He is there, if not for, 
any other thing, for fulfilling his irresponsible predecessors. 

Lastly, I would like to .say that, supporters though we are of Gov- 
ernment, though it is not possible for us to vote for any cut motion, 
we would only like to see that the Hon’ble Finance Minister accepts 
more than one of our economy cuts and .save a substantial sum to be 
employed afterwards f<»r activities calculated to resurrej-t the average 
man. 


Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I congra- 
tulate the Hon’ble Finance Minister for the lucid exposition of the 
Budget intricacies in his Budget speech. I congratulate him on his 
clear appreciation and comprehension of the exigencies of this moment, 
and on his attempt to frame his Budget on nation-building require- 
ments. 

Sir, on the last occasion as well as this occasion, he has said that 
the first requirement of nation-building is tlie human hack-ground. 
That is the first condition on which national regeneration and construc- 
tion should be built up. It has not been denied up till now by any- 
body that the first requisite for that purpose is the introduction of 
free and compulsory primary^ education, and it should be done without 
taxation. At the last Budget Session, on the cut motion of Mr. Tamin- 
uddin £han, speaker after speaker tried to impress on the Gabinet 
the necessity for introducing free and compnlsory primary education, 
Jfl. Wordsworth, of the European Group differed a little. He said 
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that the present scheme is impracticable and inefficient. He proposed 
that*a Committee should be formed consisting: of experts to examine 
the scheme further and as Bengars finance did not permit the introduc- 
tion of free and compulsory primary education withotit taxation 
throughout the whole province all at once, a scheme should be prepared 
so that Bengal’s villages may l>e equipped with efficient primary schools. 
Sir, we are disiappoiuted that neither of these suggestions has been 
taken into consideration seriously by the Cabinet. We find on the 
other hand that the Cabinet is determined to attack one district after 
another by telling them to introduce in their own districts free and 
compulsory primarj^ education and that hy imjM>sing taxation, so that 
in the coming Budget Session, we shall liave no opjH)rt uni ties to discuss 
a^out the matter of free and compulsory primary education without 
taxation any more. But, Sir, is that justice done towards the agri- 
culturists, towards the half-fed and the half-clothed tillers of the soilP 
They are already paying a large amount by way of rent and Union 
Boards cess and this fresh taxation on primary education is l)eiijg 
imposed upon them against their will. T do not know how the country 
will appreciate this. I do not know how the (‘ountry will appreciate 
this move on the part of the Cuhinet. At any rate, an optimist as I 
am, I give my benediction to this scheme so that the scheme, the 
project <»f educating every cultivator, <‘verv tiller of the “^oil, of the 
province may W fulfilled in the near future. 

Next to education what is needed most is economic regeneration. 
For that purpose what is wanted first is to liquidate the debts of the 
agriculturists and se<‘on(ily to launch su(‘h schemes which will enable 
the agriculturists to increase their income. regards the first step, 
the Cabinet has provided Rs. 24A lakhs for opening 2,(K)0 more Debt 
Conciliation lk)ards. In my humble opinion the Boards that have 
been constituted are suffi<“ient. If there is any necessity in any parti- 
cular area for constituting Debt Conciliation Boards, it may be 
established but for that in my opinion half the amount would have 
been sufficient. What is more needed is ruml credit and not debt 
conciliation Iward. For that purpose what does the Ministry suggest P 


Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Nothing. 

Mr. UPENDftA NATH BARMAN: We find only Rs. 2^ lakhs 
has been provided to invigorate the co-operative movement. 


Dr. NALINAKiHA SANYAL: Only to reorganise the admjnie- 
trative department. 
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Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: So far as I understand this 
money will be spent to make tbe agriculturists energetic enougt to 
form co-operative sociefies in the rural areas to meet their necessary 
requirements as regards money, but Irom the poor idea that I have got 
about these rural societies up till now I am of opinion that these 
societies are of no good to the villagers. A few societies that have 
been set up are not really co-operative societies, but co-<>perative banks. 
The village middle man when he becomes indebted, he collects some 
associates, applies to the Central Banks, takes money and squanders 
it thus bringing insult not only to himself but also to his associates. 
Up till now the cultivators have not come forward to form such societies 
in large numbers, and I think the Ministry has not taken adequate 
steps in this dirorfior. 

Next as regards improvement of financial condition of the agri- 
culturists, who for more than six months a year remain idle because 
of the agricultural recess. Government ought to encourage handicrafts 
and such other things, so that the agriculturists may utilise the time 
of recess in some way or other for their benefit. Of course that cannot 
be done in a day but a definite stdieme can be formulated by experts 
and adequately financed by the Cabinet. 

As regards jute, propaganda, it has already become unsucce.sstul as 
I can say from my poor knowledge of it and a further attempt of it 
will bring the same result. We depend on foreign markets for the 
utilisation of our jute products and I suggest that if Government do 
utilise jute products for their own use rather than foreign products, it 
would give an incentive to that industry. Unless we can consume a 
great portion of the jute within the province and set examples to our 
neighbouring provinces, I do not think that this problem can be solved. 

Last of all I wish to say a word or two as regards middle class un- 
employment. At the outset I would say that the move made by the 
Ministry in this direction is no doubt good, although the members of 
this House have criticised it as emitting an unpleasant odour in trying 
to make additional posts for unemployed youths. The Ministry is 
going to spend money, more money, that is not really required for the 
administration of the province. Certainly the revenue of Bengal main- 
ly comes from these agriculturists and as soon as the requirements of 
services are met adequately there is undoubtedly a waste of mone/ 
if posts are created only for the sake of providing unemployed youths. 
Public coffer is certainly a public trust and the Ministry cannot betray 
that trust. The Ministrj^ would do well in my opinion if they engage 
these unemployed youths in several other workshop, so that they 
may not think of hunting after service as their only work. The Uni- 
versity and the secondary schools are producing lots of educated youths 
day after day and it will be unjust and unfair to ask the Ministry to 
provide for them all and blame them if they do not, because in my 
opinion they are arguing in a vicious circle. 
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Mr. WEAKER: 1 think we should adjourn. I propose to sit afrain 
at 7 -^. The light will be switched off at 6-55 and I think the members 
will stay out for the time being. 

(The House was then adjourned for half an hour.) 


{After adjournment.) 

Maulaiii Md. ABDUL AZIZ: itohc 

wtfK tfncTTO gpRlf «(TOR[ rc^ aro wmTw i 

sicittli 4 ^ siTCfi cir rw cro* 

( 9 RT jpw atw jRir ^ wcm TOrti 

?r?r 9RT jrnr m? srt antR "awro icifc w 

aiTOi «(TORr ct’^r^sr rc5 qr fro •mdtoi 


Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. The House surely knows that it is 
the accepted convention in all parliamentary bodies that when a member 
makes his maiden speech he is given uninterrupted attention. So it 
• is hoped that the speaker will be allowed to proceed without interrup- 
tion. 

Mtulftna Md. ABDUL AZIZ; ntm 

iK cAic gc ct ? w. ^ q tc wtiy. a?^ a^ m 

tfPFT CRTTO «RTH[ «nt«( Muslim view CCT OTttf Jtll a^lTR ♦KY 

*tTR ^ II, Cl, aiTC=( CHCWTt *tTCI, ^ 5 TIC«t ICff M uslim 

Girls’ Purdah College ITI leiT Sfp^l IRT IR UR IT 

CRT RUR RR IRI U^IR ^ IRR C^TTRI ICU 8Rt n<T 5Rl 
RlCT itRR IR R Purdah System R RTTO «nRT H;; flRI 

e[R*rR iRi c^iRrt nrfi fiRR aR RR «(Rr support rrTii or 

RSll IRRIR "UI*t ^PtlR WNf — itRIT R primary free au 

compulsory TO PTtfl C^ fUR RI 0 ^? URl PWTR U 5 RITf«RTRI 
Winu RR ITR C:«WT»r^ CWRT IR C’tllRT SnR it CR ITRl 5 l IRT 
Upper Chamber ai WIT ^0 $RT Uf RURT IRR, Wtfl WRR 
penional 10 RRCO Ufl R WTti o 5 T 5 TIR. au WRR RR R WRTRI RRIRf 
IRT6 OKIR a^T 5R IT I R RRI IRT ao WOR orfORR R RR &RT lOT Ut WTR 
free primary school RRI RRCO Ulfc IT. R RC^ ?TWT UPTT Ut RIW 
fflRI IRT an WTflT IRR, RUR CWTRf I*R af RTt^T 0^ WCO 

•ni IT. cffUR an a»^ in corf wrt witi mo ir ffi iri a<i wrtri 
R flR CBTWR MRI 50I Chamber ai mc CORCO URl OCRTRI fRW II 
cwirfi yqM wit fipor ir rtr mass a« wit fo*OT fir Itwn Youth 
welfare ai WIT R If ?TfT ncoi R IRRT CI5 t tf Wrfi IJfCO IRtURl 
itwi u ffi; ORTfr wiiaii cnrti n?R wwrJii 

RR fffiR WR^R nr niTi wrr fi*iR, a fiiw ao^m nw ir cwtr at &Tft- 
ijw wwiRi ifirai fiwR WIT ff*ir wt uri tma irucii wit umr c^fitw 
wjnr HI 
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Bww sRfto km\n\ niPire 3i?r^ nroci ’jn’oror 

old school *nw»rr r*CT ^ni«t ^cri wro JTO*<r fflf fw; 

crt w *^o 5 wt c*rcH* 3nTRi5‘ ®(Rf 

?ynw[ BRT tcTTO, ^rf*? 

OTTOir Union Board ITTOTOT 5TO**r io irrSfH ?PFT Vi ^HKf — 
ei$r ^ wpiTTO ^ w'Hc?, caw Bot^ ^^mnra c^om It w? 
trow? Minister W*OTt« Bi**^ nOJ^rjC, niRR Comoro fr 0(fRI 

wi?r <a^ rtroOT mvi pi5t mfae^nrftn m 8 nw cwr 
8 WIT m riKT BtWC^ CWT^I CTO TO =0” 1 W« *3^ CTOTT 
WTO V{ TO toI? COTOH TO WTO fTR[ C^TO TO CmTOTTO TO WIT 
CTOT? CTO C»ITO CTO CTOtol CITOT C^ CTOJI TOT TO C^T^ CTO5 «R;TO 
aCTO union ^ <5^ CTO8 Charitable dispensary TOT V’^ 

Borr a TOCHf w I^Tia WTT c«TBir cTOCf c^tSt tq^ 

TOTO C*TTO <TTf*l Co-operative a?I BRT TOT TO $TT; TO CHmCHl 
TOCfl CTO? CTO ?f5T ?rC?? TO. f^TtCC? TO «? TO CTO f«fw# C^ 
TOT ^ fRi??-- TO TOTO CO? CTS' «R BIOCT^ CO? a^ 

TO a^ Co-operative a* CTO I mm TOT TO TO “COTOTt®!;,” TOa l>TTr WIT 
TOI? TOT? BRT CTO\faC^ 5T7?1? fTO CTfTO TO, BfC®! TO—^ 5W TO? 

TTCBlt a Uoin cot? aCWC^ W'T <f1? ?TI Co-operative Department *' 
5f&C? C?B?T CTO I a^ TTCBT? BRT COt? JJ*TT5Tr ?T CTO? toTTO, primary 
f*niTO? CWCTO BRT C? (?TTT WJ ?TO? CTO?Cf? C^TUt ?;;? 2PTX?T?^1 

TOT? c? ?;;br ctoct f?cTO •o'&tto w jpto coci: c’tSt cot? crolJt tocit to ?t? ?t 

a^ TOT ?c«it cot? crocks 

Mfi 8ATYA PRIYA BANERJI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise to speak 
a few M'urds on the geiienil discussion of the budget which was 
presented to us in this House by the Hon’ble the Finance Minister the 
other day. 1 frankly confess, I cannot congratulate the Hon’ble the 
Finance Minister on his perfonuance. For, he has failed, ignominiously 
failed, to help the average man for whom he has shown so much concern, 
w^hich, at last, turned out to be merely lipdeep sympathy, and for whose 
solicitude he has spent so many anxious but, in the end, fruitless 
hours in the preparation of this budget. 

Sir, the fundamental principle that distinguishes the budget of the 
from that of the individual is, that the individual first looks 
income and then to his expenditure, whereas the State first of 
all'VlIu to its expenditure and then to meet that it has first of all 
to ta!l^lnto consideration the ordinary sources of revenue and if that 
fails to meet the demands of expenditure, it has to take recourse either 
to retrenchment or to fresh taxes or to the raising of loans. Judged by 
this standard, the Hoa’ble Finance Minister has been weighed in the 
balance and has been found wanting. Regarding retrenchment, Sir, 
he has presented us with a very notable discovery, namely, construe- 
tive retrenchment and as a result of that we have been saddled with an 
additional burden of Rs, 1,12,000. We are reminded that we are at 
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the beginning of our programme of national reconstruction » and if 
we h^e to go ahead » fresh sources of revenue have got to be tapped, 
and we are further assured that under the new scheme of taxation, 
taxes will be levied only upon those whose shoulders are broad enough 
to bear the burden thereof. Let me ask the Hon’ble the Finance 
Minister, in all humility, when is he going to initiate those new taxes, 
taxes which will not fall upon the j>oor, taxes which will not be oppres* 
sive to the poor, taxes^which will not exploit the poor but taxes which 
wiU fall as a burden only on the rich. 

The average man, Sir, suffers under a crushing burden of his debt, 
the average man’s life is not sweetened by education, the average man's 
income is not sufficient to enable him to live. Let us from the budget 
examine what the Hon’ble the Finance Minister has done on each of 
these counts. As regards debts, Sir, Debt Conciliation Boards have 
been established in every district and for that a sum of more than 24J 
lakhs of rupees has been provided. Side by side with that a sum of 
Rs. lakhs has been provided for the reorganisation of the co-operative 
credit movement. Sir, when 1 reflect upon the vastness of magnitude 
•of rural indebtedness of Bengal, which is no less than 100 orores of 
rupees and when I contemplate that only 4 per cent, of the rural 
population has been touched by the co-operative credit movement, I 
must say that the provision has been extremely disappointing and 
utterly inadequate. It is only a drop in the ocean. There has been 
only tinkering with the problem and no tackling it with a view to find 
out a solution. May 1 suggest to him that the Debt Conciliation Boards 
be aboli.shed and a moratorium be declared in its stead, and money so 
relea.‘«ed from the Debt Conciliation Boards be utilised for further 
expansion of co-operative credit K<>cieties!'' 

Let me then turn to education. What has been done regarding this 
subject ? 


Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOO: Moratorium for how many years F 

Mr. 8ATYA PRIYA 6ANERJI: At least 10 years. 4# 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Why not learn from Madras? 


Mr. 8PEAKBRS My diflkulty has Ireen that there are some who jvill 
aever learn. (Laughter.) 
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Mr* SATYA PRIYA BANERJI: We have got to educate the man 
behind the plough in the field, we hare got to educate the man behind 
the machine in the factory and the workshop, but what has been done? 
Nothing has been done to proride education for the adult population 
of the Prorince, although the Hon’ble the Finance Minister in his 
budget speech which he delirered in July last remarked that while a 
terrible mass of illiteracy, which stands as a standing reproach to our 
national self-esteem, has got to be liquidated, \here remain a prodi- 
gious mass of ignorance and many-sided backwardness in the adult 
population of to-day which has also to be rernored. Nor has educa- 
tion been made free and compulsory for children of school-going age, 
because whererer primary education has been introduced a cess has 
been imposed as in Mymensingh, and therefore what has been intio- 
duced is not free; and compulsion has not been introduced anywhere. 
Sir, if I remember aright the speech delivered by Viscount Grey of 
Fallodon in 1923 where, after referring to the dangers to which demo- 
cratic representative Governments are exposed, he said that remedy 
lies only in education, education not primary, not secondary, but adult 
education, and this was said of a country which had the best system 
of elementary and secondary education. If that was true of England 
how much more is it true here where there is neither universal ele- 
mentary education nor compulsory. The Government of Bombay have 
set up a Committee of 16 for the purpose of advising the Government 
on adult education, and the Government of United Provinces have 
trained 1,200 preachers with missionary seal who have set out in the 
villages to revivify and revitalise the village folk, and teach them 
lessons of self-help in education, sanitation and every other subject 
useful to them. May we not ask the Government to follow their 
example? We are told by Mr. B. C. Mookerjee, Secretary of Adult 
Education Society, that the Government of Bengal set up a Committee 
of 4 about a year ago to facilitate spread of adult education in the 
villages. But nowhere do we find in the budget a single pice provided 
for this purpose. 

The other day my esteemed colleague Mr. D. P. Khaitan pointed 
to the lump sum of Rs. lakhs for youth welfare work, and in that 
connection he referred to the youth movements of Germany and Italy. 
Youth movements, Sir, are very different from youth welfare work. 
They are as poles asunder. Youth movement is a movement for the 
youth, by the youth and of the youth, whereas youth welfare work is 
initiated by those that are against youth movement. If I have read 
aright the history of youth movements of the countries that I had the 
occasion to visit, I will say this that precisely at a time when youth move- 
ments make a great headway, precisely at a time when they assume 
such a gigantic proportion as to threaten the powers that be, they get 
the fossilised and reactionary elders to initiate, or they theihselves ini- 
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tiate, y^ilth welfare work. Is it then to fortify their own position » their 
own future that they are trying to capture the imagination of the youth P 
But, Sir, if per chance they fail in that, we find the long arm of the 
guardian angel of law and order with an increased grant for the police 
by more than one lakh out of which thirty-five thousand has been set 
apart for secret service to suppress the youth. 

Let us then proceed to consider what has been done for the incre- 
ment of income of the average man. The income of the average man 
is as well the cause as also the effect of the income of the nation, and 
the income of the nation depends upon the productivity of its agri- 
culture and industries. The grant that has been given under the 
head of ** Agriculture” is only .sixteen lakhs twenty-seven thousand. 
In a country where the population is about five crores, of which 85 
per cent, are agriculturists, if we work out the sum it will be a little 
more than two pice per head of population of the agriculturists. la 
that anything that will go to increase the income of the agriculturist P 
Is it not a sham, a mockery and a huge farce P Does the llon’ble the 
Finance Minister want us to believe that by so doing he w'ill be doing 
* any benefit to the agriculturistsP He must be living in a Fool's 
Paradise, if 1 may use tliat expre.ssion. if be wants us, and through us 
the country at large, to believe that. 

In conclusion, Sir, I cannot resist the temptation of saying a few 
words on his brilliant discourse on inequitable distribution of wealth. 
He has said and very rightly said that as long as wealth leads to split 
up society into invidious classes, revolt is not only logical hut inevit- 
able. I will only fill up the gap by saying that if there is to be no 
conflict of classes there will have to be a society in which all the pro- 
ductive forces will be controlled by the society, in which there will 
be no private property in production, distribution and exchange in 
which there will be no scope for exploitation, in which there will be 
no scope of accumulation for further exploitation, in which profitability 
will no longer be the motive force of production, in which each will 
work according to his capacity and get according to his needs. 

(At this singe the member having reached the time-limit, resumed bis 
seat . ) 


MauWi ABUL HA8HIM: Sir, Mr. it. M. Sass^mn remarked that 
the Congress Party here do not generally come forward with any con- 
structive programme, and give any concrete suggestion. The Hon’ble 
the Finance Minister may be the chief editor of his budget^ but be is 
not the sole author. In the budget we find the band ol his other 
hon’ble colleagues, but unfortunately looking at the Treaeury Bench 
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1 End that a« many aa 7 out of 11 Ministers receiving a salai^ ol 
Es. 2,500 a month jh# Absent. (Hear, hear from Congress Bencliei"*) 
Perhaps, they are away from here to be punctually at their 
table after a merry stroll alongside the river Ganges. If th#j lifli 
absent whom we can give suggestion. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Eight ^re absent, not 7. 


Maulvi ABUL HA8HIM: How’ever, Sir, 1 offer my felicitations 
and congratulations to the Hon’ble the Finance Minister for his v^ry 
admirable budget speech and the pliilosophyjhat he has preached there- 
in. I have always Ibecn u very staunch supporter of the present Gov- 
ernment on the fliK)r of this august Assembly, but I must confess that 
I have all! along entertained grave doubts and fears as to the capability 
of this Ministry composed (»f hetrogenous elements and interests to 
serve the people of Bengal as against the interests of very powerful 
classes and groups whose co-operation and favours every man, every 
reasonable man of the world, generally seeks. T am, however, not 
free from these doubts and fears, but 1 propose to imjmse restraint on 
myself and to have patience and to watch patiently the gradual deve- 
lopments of events till my patience is completely exhausted. I am 
struggling within myself to believe that that unfortunate moment 
will never come. I am extremely pleased to find that the Hon’ble 
the Finance Minister and his colleagues have, perhaps, due to their 
very close association witlh their party men realised that the salvation 
of the present Ministry lies in their sincere attempts to do some substan- 
tial work for the people of Bengal. Having no reason to credit the 
present Ministry at the present stage with falsehood and dishonesty, 
I am inclined to take a charitable view of the budget speech and the 
various expressions of noble sentiments and pious wishes expressed 
therein. Born and brought up in a Muslim family as I am, I am 
with certain modifications a socialist and if communism did not imply 
non4>elief in God and prophets, I w’ould have styled myself as a com- 
munist. I, tSlierefore, weilcoiue the official acceptance and recognition 
of the principle that the community must be placed l)efore the indivi- 
dual, masses before the classes. 1 pray that the Almighty God may 
give inspiration and strength to the present Ministry to bear with 
patience and industry, the pains and sacrifices that must confront them 
w&en they seriously move to do anything for the people of Bengal. 
I say when they seriously move to do anything for the upliftment of 
the people of Bengal, because I am not yet convinced that they have as 
yet taken any serious move in that direction. The Great World War 
of 1914 has very conclusively proved and the threatening war donds 
of tlieae days very clearly indicate that there is sometiiiBg soiten at t4e 
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and bottom of our present civilization. A careful study and ana* 
ibe causes that led to the war of 1914 and may possibly lead 
war in the near future very forcibly sugjfest that there 
necessity of destroying the entire superstructure of modern 
^ a happier society where the Hon ’hie the Finance 

Minister’s average men cun thrive and prosper can arise only out of 
tlhe debris of our cherished ideals of individual accumuflation of wealth, 
ownership of property, iKJssession of gilt-edged securities and large 
cash balances in the banks. I think the Honble the Finance Minister 
is perfectly consistent with his policy and philosophy preached in his 
(budget speech when he says that as a first step towards doing any good 
to the average man, it is absolutely necessary to take resort to fresh 
tajation and I am glad that the Ilon’lde the Finance Minister and his 
colleagues have realised that in any new scljenie of taxation they will 
be guided by the consideration that the tax will be levied on those who 
can bear the burden most. During cut motion discussions I would got 
ample time and opj>ortunity to discuss the budget figures in details; 
at tlhe present moment 1 w’ould restrict myself to making a few general 
and broad observations on the budget. During the last year’s discussion 
► I remarkefl that if the manner of distribution of money under various 
heads of expenditure did stand as it was, then the people of Bengal 
would not get the full value of the money, and 1 still entertain the 
same grievance. In my opinion, if the present distribution f>f the money 
under so many heads is allowed to .stand as it is, then the people of 
Bengal will not get tlie full value of the money. A great expert in 
matters connected with finance as the Hon’ble the Finance Minister 
is reputed to be, f need hardly remind him that a lump sum of 1 crow 
of rupees is <ff infinitely greater value than 1 crore scattered pieces 
of silver coins. I think the Hon’lde the Finance Minister would have 


been better advised to restrict himstdf to one or two items which ought to 
eogagi' his immedia^ and urgent attention instead of placing his hands 
on all the departments with the small resources in his hands. The 
Hon’ble tihe Finance Minister is adways fortunate in earning money 
and since be assumed the office of the Finance Minister of the Govern- 
ment of Bengal, whatever may he the reasons, unexpected money has 
been coming to the coffers of the Government of Bengal. This year too 
the Hon’ble the Finance Minister has been fortunate enough to get 
an increased revenue of over a crore from unexpected quarters, and be 
has in bis own way distributed the money to the various nation-building 
departments. Here, Sir, in Bengal the peasant for whom the Hon’ble 
the Finance Minister seems to he very much concerned, is bom in 
debts, lives in debts and dies in debts. And, Sir, I am surprised to 
find that the problem of rural indebtedness, the problem of all 
problems before us, the Hon’ble the Finance Minister has aUoted 
only a sum of rupees two lakhs and fifty thousand, ‘ and out 
of this two lakhs and fifty thousands two officers of ithe 
Oo*operatjiw Department will be sent to Denmark. I believe these 
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two fortunate officers for tiheir so-called training and then after having 
got the training, for their subsequent planning, will consume hearly 
fifty thousand (hear, hear). If I am permitted to induldge in a little 
bit of humor when the Hon^ble Minister has given me a catch wor^) 
I mayday that it shows that there is something rotten in the state of 
Denmark. We very much expected that after their extensive tour 
round the districts in Bengal at a consideralble cost, the^ Hon’ble 
Ministers having first-hand experience of the peasants of Bengal will 
provide adequate amounts for financing short period loans without or 
with nominal interest to tJhe peasants of Bengal during their cultiva- 
tion seasons, so that they may not have to incur fresh debts for car- 
rying on their cultivation, the only source of their living. Now, Sir, 
we find that of alll departments, Irrigation, Medical, Public Health, 
Agriculture, Co-operative, Bural , Indebtedness, these few touch the 
Hon'ble the Finance Minister’s average man, the man behind Hie plough 
the cultivator. The total amount allotted to these departments comes 
up to a little over fifty-one lakhs. This entire money as it is allotted 
does not go to lielp the poor cultivators. Even if to console oursdlves, 
we assume that this money will be utilized by him, we find 
that this is only fifty per cent, of the total increase in revenue of one , 
crore and twenty-three thousand. We expected that the Eoirble the 
Finance Minister wdll utilize every pie that he could get for the 
amelioration of the condition of his average man. Sir, we find that 
in spite of the very excellent budget speech, things like sec()ndar> 
education, middle class unemployment, town and city hospitals, 
universities and colleges and such other things which exclusively 
<yonceru the classes, middle or upper is uppermost in the mind of the 
present Ministry. Sir, we ask the Hon’ble the Finance Minister as 
his other colleagues are absent to convey this to them. 


Mr* SHAH ABDUR RAUFS^n a point of order, Sir. Will the 
hon’ble member be permitted to have private talks in the budget 
discussion. 


MSUlwi ABDUL HA8HIM: I would request the Hon’ble the Finance 
Minister and his hon’ble colleagues to l>e a little more careful and res- 
ponsible in making high statements. Sir, the Hon’ble the Chief 
Minister, Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq in course of one of his speeches in 
Berhampore addressing six or seven thousand of the Hon’hle the 
Finance Minister’a average men who oolleeted around him, said, **Sir 
John Anderson hated me like anything, and I was his enemy. He 
did not like the idea that 1 shoMd come within a hundred 3r|rd8 of the 
Ooiseniment House, but with your support I now occupy the present 
poeition and 8 ir John Anderson is now my greatest friend j||id in the 
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Cabm«t Meeting he sits next to myself’. He said: “I do not care 
TO know who the Governor or tlie Viceroy is, the Crown that I wear is 
made of the dust of your feet.” Here we find the real Hon’ble Mr. 
A. K. Fazl-iil Huq, who is the Prime Minister of Bengal, and it is 
for this Fa*l-ul Huq that we are supporting this Government. I hope 
and pngr that the other colleagues of Mr. A. K. Faslul Huq will not 
lead him astray, but wil help him to go his own way — the way which 
he indicated in his Berhampore 8i)eech and the way the Hon’ble 
Finance Minister in his budget speech says is theirs too. 


Dr. NALiNAKSHA 8ANYAL: Pray to God! 

Mr. AFTAB ALI: Mr. Sj>eaker, Sir, before I speak on the Budget 
before us, I would like to thank the Hon’ble Finance Minister for 
not issuing to us any fresh warning as he did on the last occasion. 
I presume, Sir, that better sense has prevailed this time so far issuing 
of such ^‘Warning” is con<‘erned and I only wish that it equally pre- 
vailed upon (he distribution and allocation of funds in the present 
Budget, too. Sir, if I started discussing and hiking upon this 
Budget from the view ^miiit of the working class or frojn the view 
point of the interests I represent, I am sure that I would be a»‘cused 
of advocating class struggle and class trife. Yet, Sir, I frankly 
c(»ntend and I am sure every memUjer of this house and every honest 
uuin will agree with me when I .say that the Budget before us is 
nothing but a complete product of class interest based on jjure class 
struggle and class domination. We find that funds have bcum provided 
for education on eomiiiunal (Dr. Nalin.\ksha Sanyal: And sectional) 
and sectional — I am being interrupted. Sir, /^Laughter) and other lint^s 
the boys and girls of tlie propertied classes, but, Sir, nowhere in this 
Budget you will find any money provided for the education of the 
children of the labouiing classes or for any other purpose except that 
petty sum ^ Us. ‘.?tb(>(H) standing in the name of ” Welfare”, Sir, the 
Hon’ble Finance Minister lias said a lot alniut unemployinciit amongst 
the educated middle cUisses as if there were no unemployment aiiKingst 
the working classes: We have in Bengal nearly 15 lakhs of industrial 
workers, and the Government think that wdth this petty sum of 
Rs. 20,000 they will be able to cater for the well-being of nearly 
15 lakhs of industrial worisers. However, Sir, we never expected much 
from this Government knowing, as we do, how it is iM^mposed, and I 
have stood up not wdth a view to change the existing order of things. 
I know that they are determined to carry on things in their own way, 
but I shQ|4d like to say in very plaM^ words that we of the liabonr 
side in this House at least we who represent the organised Labour 
iiioveniei«||,entered this House with a riew to see things cbang^i 
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adjustments made and justice done. It is well known, Sir, ^that 
Labour in India stood divided into two camps when the new constitu- 
tion was in the making. We of the Federation side, declared to work 
it out and make the best use of it. But I confess, Sir, that if I had 
known in the year 1933 how things would take shape now, while 1 
tendered evidence to the Joint Select Committee on bt^half of the 
workers of this counti-y and if I saw’ things then as I see them now 
I would have thought twice, perhaps more, if it was at all woithwhile 
for me to travel all the way from Geneva to London in the said con- 
nection. (Dr. Naunaksha Sanyal: Hear, hear.) The other camp 
of Labour o[M;nly expressed their distrust ami kept themselves al<<of. 
We of the Federation side believed that, by taking part in the working 
of the constitution, we would he able to get something for F/ahour ut 
least for the organised Lalamr. .Bui what we have got after all? We 
have here again before us, the same old Budget, the same old story 
and the same old treatment so far the Tiahour is concerned. I’he Gov- 
ernment have money to educate the sons ami the daughters of the 
propertied clu.ss; they have money even for ihiiilding a college for tthoui 
six girls who would perhaps shine more as orminieuts in the society 
Hither than to serve it hut they would iiol provide a single pice for the 
ediK^ation of the children of the working cIusm or for any other bene- 
%^ial purpose to the ehildren of the working^ class. Yet, Sir, if we 
say that we stand for class interest we are at once accuised of being 
nay, W’e are branded as (‘ommunists, or whatever that suits the gentle- 
men in pow’er to call us and put us in the wrong. 

When this Government was constituted, ihe Indian Seamen’s 
Union, of wdiicdi I am the l*resident, took the eailiesl opfwiitunity to 
invite the ineinhers of the Cabinet w’tli a view to accpiainting thtiu 
with grievances and needs of Taihoui. I wish. Sir, iny T nion had 
some w’ay left to it to collect hack the money spent for buying the 
flowers for the occasion. Honestly .speaking, I feel, Sir, that w’e have 
jK»t got anything even of a pice worth from the present Ministry or 
the Govern Tuont. Yet, Sir, it is an irony of fate that two of the 
Ministers happened to 1 h' on<‘e connected with the Tndilfli Seamen’s 
Union and wdiich connection helped them to gain popularity and to get 
into power. Perhaps, they have now' forgotten the ladder by which 
they have risen. But I do not for,,oiie single minute hesitate to state 
in this House that the Lalmur Movement at lea.st the Union I have 
just named will reinemlier this long. 

I will not, Sir, take more time of this House at this late hour, but 
before I sit dowm, I'would like to draw' the attention of the Ministry to 
the reactionary labour policy which they are now following. We have 
not uptil now been able to understand what their real policy is. All 
that we have been able to find out is that their present policy is to 
break up trade unions and place obstacles in their path and help the 
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capitftHits and the employers in kicking down tke workers and their 
tra^e unions. 

In the reception to which I have referred to before and in which 
certain members of the Cabinet were present, we clearly pointed out to 
them that the direct alternative to trade unionism was communism, 
and, I repeat. Sir, here again that if the gentlemen in power stand in 
the way of trade unionism, if they are thinking that by defeating trade 
unionism, they will be helping themselves or the class for which they 
work — I mean, the capitalist class — they are sadly mistaken. Because, 
by defeating trade unionism, by defeating the trade union movement, 
and by putting down fhe workers, they will not be able to keep them- 
selves where they are; it w'ill bring about, as it has done in other 
countries, the Revolution. Let the (lovernment do what they think, 
but let tlieni not forget that there is a bigger force to the people and 
the workers, i.e., the force of hunger. They are now neglecting and 
perhaps they will he able to neglect for sometime more, but in the long 
run, they will have to submit, as others have submitted in other 
countries, to the force of hunger. So, let them not forget this fact. 

The Hon’ble Miiii.ster for Finance, in concluding his Budget state- 
ment has made a rather funny remark. He has asked us to join him in 
the “common cause of humanity”. I wish, Sir, he had plainly asked 
us to join him in the “common cause of exploitation”, and for that I 
would have again thanked him as I di<l at the (Uitset for not repeating 
to us his warning of the last year. 

Sir, tiiis is all that 1 had to say and I thank you for giving me the 
time to speak as I thought that being the representative of a minority 
constituency, I might not have got the chance to speak on the Budget 
at all. 

Mr. C. GRIFFITHS: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise to congratulate the 
Hon’ble Finance Minister for the able way he has presented bis budget 
for 1938-39 a deficit of 11 lakhs. Expenditure 13 crores 24 lakhs, 
receipts 13 crores 13 lakhs. It is a satisfactory Budget for the simple 
reason that the administrative services are able to carry on their good 
work especially in Agriculture, Education, Public Health and Civil 
Works. 

But as the closing Jbalance for 1937-38 stands at 1 crore 91 lakhs, an 
increase of 53 lakhs on the original closing balance, the deficit of 11 
lakhs is met and still shows Us. 42 lakhs in hand. It is therefore not a 
very satisfactory Budget if we are asked to renew 4 taxation measures 
which expire tiiis year to secure 28 lakhs of rupees. 

It is oriMl to tax the poor for what is an absolute necessity. «We 
should strongly oppose the Electricity Bill, unless a libaral conoessioB 



m 


BUDGET DISCUSSION. 


[23ed Fkb^ 


ia made for the poor consumer. We suggest that 32 units cost Bs. 5 
(a unit a day) be free of‘'iax. This tax affects the majority ot my 
community, the Anglo-Indians and Domiciled Europeans. 

i 

As a member of a minority community, cut adrift from the European 
Group and placed in the General Constituency, where there is no unity 
at present, we are not weighty to carry any point, but nevertheless it 
is to be hoped that we will be allowed to expressman opinion, when we 
desire to do so. Some believe that politics is power, not justice. But 
the words of Abraham Lincoln — ^‘Let us have faith that right makes 
might and in that faith let us to the end do our duty as we understand 
it”. 

If we are to take the Hon’ble Finance Minister seriously for what be 
has said on page 36, paragraph 2, of his budget speech, regarding the 
proper distribution of wealth, then I suggest that Government control 
our main crop and industry jute. 

The problems that sternly confront us are — 

(1) the distrcvss of the raiyats, 

(2) jirimary education of the masses, 

(3) employment of the educated middle classes, and 

(4) protection of the minorities, their rights and vested interest. 

These could be easily solved as I will explain. 

The paramount importance of our jute industry can only be realised 
when we note that in 1931-32 it represented 50 per cent, of our export 
trade, and in 1928-29 it was as higli as 64 per cent., and nearly reached 
2 millions tons and valued at about 90 crores of rupees. In 1925 when 
prices were higher, it was over 96 crores. Statistics show that the 
average value from 1924-30 was 85 crores and from 1930-36 — 35 crores. 
The deficit of 50 crores was the cause of all our troubles. It was put 
down to trade depression. 

The raiyat was forced to supply 2 maiinds for the price of one, and 
yet had to pay the same Government rates. To bring down the cost of 
production, the services were Indianised. Cheap labour became the 
order of the day. The Anglo-Indian was sacrificed in the Railways, 
Telegraphs, and Customs, services that he had built up. 

To further reduce the cost of production, the aemindar was next 
sacrificed, regardless of the fact that he helped the Government from 
1793 and transformel^ Bengal from swamps and jungles to what it is 
to-day (Question). But Professor P. J, Thomas gave the lie to the 
trade depression theory, when he placed the following facts before the 
Indian Economic Conference: “Nor has export trade fallen in two 
separate words quantum. There has been a large increase in the export 
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of raw; jate, raw cotton and oil seeds, which are the main stay of our 
commercial agriculture. The increase between the post-war period and 
1936-37 was 50 per cent, in cotton, 67 per cent, in raw jute and 380 per 
cent, in ground nuts.” The world’s consumption of jute was, raw and 
manufactured, as follows: — 

In 1924-30 — 1 million 647 thousand tons. 

In 1930-36 — 1 million 376 thousand tons. 

Surely this does not justify the enormous fall in value by 60 per cent. 
(63 end 57 per cent, respectively.) 

The huge profits made by the jute mills during and immediately 
alter the great war attracted fresh c-apital. What was the result? 
New mills sprang up all round and looms expanded from 40,000 in 1920 
to over 60,000 in 1932. 

Production outstripped (‘onsumption and a fierce price cutting com- 
petition was set up, ruining the province. Hours of work were reduced 
(6 days to 4), 15 per rent, of loom.s wore sealed. There was dis- 

^ content among the 300,000 workers and strikes followed. Therefore, 
Sir, may 1 ask if there was any justification for the Government to 
reduce wages and bring down the cost of production and to allow rival 
groups to fritter away our resources (300 crores) and bring misery and 
poverty to the people? 

In the circumstances, the right thing was to place a tariff only on 
raw jute, or else order the extra looms to close down and to remove this 
menace. 

However, Sir, I shall further explain the distress of the raiyats; the 
middlemen liaving to deal with the powerful mill-owners and jute 
shippers on the one hand found brains and capital, while on the other, 
there w’ere the weak raiyats steeped in ignorance and poverty and who 
could not contest claims regarding weight and qiiality, found their 
prices further reduced. 

Mill owners and jute shippers have their iiileresl pivHected by the 
Bengal Chamber of Commerce who provide Licensed Meiisurers to 
weigh, and Tribunals of Arbitration tr) decide about the quality. But 
who is to watch the interest of the poor raiyat, if not the Government? 
The Bengal National Chamber of Commerce with reference to our 
hon’ble friend Mr. Biswas’s Jute Bill said *‘The Cmnmiltee concur with 
the view that the jute trade deserves to be given special attention by 
the Government”. I would therefore suggest — Belief to the raiyats be 
given by the Ware Housing system, in all districts, and their crops be 
taken over; payments to be made by the Cash Deposit system l»eing 
introduced on orders booked, and in advance. The lack of holding 
power and suitable marketing facilities would thus be overcome. 
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Primary education of the massei would be solved. The raiyal 
should pay a cess imposed for education on the sale of his* jute. 
To-day’s consumption is over the average (1924-36) so million tom 
of jute would be over 4 crores in maunds, taken at the market rate oi 
Bs. 5 per maund and would yield the raiyat over 20 crores. Again by 
restricting his crop, when necessary, he could profitably grow some- 
thing else. 

Employment of the educated middle classes would also be solved, 
by establishing various services to safeguard the interest of the raiyai 
in fact lM)th buyer and seller, such as Weights and Measures, Jut€ 
Inspectors, Press House Engineers, Ware House Managers, Insurance 
Agents, Store Keepers, Accountants and Bank Managers, etc. This 
would take up the cost of production to alx)ut 50 per cent., i.e., Bs. f-fi 
per maund (a figure suggested by some in this House) to be paid to 
the raiyat but perliaps more in theory than practice. This gives Gov- 
ernment about 10 crores for the project of employing the educated 
middle classes and should do away with all discontent and terrorism. 

Last of all you protect another minority the pioneer European 
merchant. It was by his capital, his initiative and his management 
that the jute industry was built up. Is he to suffer the fate of the 
Anglo-Indian and the zemindar? 

We have only to throw Imck our imagination across the century, to 
see how in 1829, according to a customs report, 18 k)n8 of jute, valued 
only Bs. 620 were shippeil, grown about 40 acres of land, then how in 
1929 it reached the stupendous volume of nearly 2 million tons, valued 
at 90 (Mores and (‘ultivated on about 4 million acres of land, if we were 
to reckon 2 acres to yield 1 ton of jute. Government by supplying a 
better plant in height and bulk replaced extensive cultivation by 
intensive cultivation, so the acreage to-day is reduced. 

Here is what Ix)ndon (“Statesman” correspondent) has to say (29th 
Janitary 1938) ; “The improvement in trade is badly requirecl at all 
producing centres, and even though prices of jute goods were to advance 
to a considerable extent (which they are expected to do) this should 
in no way jeopardise the ex(*ellent demand w’hich has (x>me to stay for 
sometime yet. 

Calcutta need not be afraid of competition from other producing 
oentras, as the latter will be only too pleased to raise their prices in 
conjunction with those prevailing in Calcutta”. 

Finally, Sir, let us not be hoodwinked by the bogey of substitutes. 
The myth was exploded when prices ruled high in 1924 — 30 and 
shipments of grain were made in bulk. Nothing could ipplaoe jute 
in the open market. 
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Jnte provideB the cheapest wrapping ond packing material in the 
worl8. Therefore, Sir, let us ralise our prices of raw jute judiciously 
by forming a scheme as outlined to help the raiyats, to help the middle 
classes and to help the merchants. Surely IJ million tons of produce 
to-day should fetch at least GO crores instead of only 08 crores P Cheap 
materials, and cheap lalwur will not bring cheap production. We 
need efficiency, up-to-date machinery and metho<l8. 


Adjournmant. 

The House was then adjourned till 4-45 p.m. on Thursday, the 24tb 
February 1938, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceeclingf of the Bengal Legblative Astembl^ aetembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935* 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Thursday, 
the 24th February 1938, at 4-45 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’fble Khan Bahadur M. Azizul Haque, c.i.b.) 
in the Chair, 11 Hon’ble Ministers and 207 members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

flute Restriction Ofltoers. 

•09« Mr. 8. A. 8ALIM: (V/) Will the Hon’ble Minister in char^je 
of the Agriculture and Industnes Department be pleased to state — 

(i) how many Jute Ileetriction Officers have been appointed this 
year for different districts ; and 

(«) how ukany of them are (1) Muhammadans and (2) Scheduled 
Castes ? 

(b) Is the Hou’ble Minister aware that almost all the agricul- 
turists are Muhammadans and Scheduled Castes? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of apix>inting 
more Jute Uostriction Officers from meml>ers of the Muhammadan com- 
munity and Scheduled Castes? 

MINISTER in charge of the AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bie Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of 
Dacca): (o) (0 31. 

(it) Muhammadans — 19 and Scheduled Castes — 1. 

(b) The majority of agriculturists in this province are Muham- 
madans and Scheduled Castes. 

(c) No. 

Mr. PROMATHA RANJAN THAKUR: With reference to 
answer ( 0 ), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reason 
why Government consider that no more Muhammadans and members 
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of the tdiedule^ castes should be appointed for jute restriction pro- 
pagan*Sla and also why one person from the scheduled castes has been 
appointed ? 


The Heii’ble Nawah Khnraja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Oaooa: 

Special instructions were issued by Government to the District 
Magistrates in jute-growung areas to take in a certain percentage of 
members of the scheduled castes and Musalmans, provided they lind the 
requisite qualifications. 


Mr. I8WAR CHANDRA MAL: Will the Hon’hle Minister be 
pleased to state wdiai those qualifications are, and also what is the 
average siiLiry of these offic'ers? Further, Imve those officers been 
appointed on a permanent basis? 


The Hon*ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

I want notice, Sir. 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BI8WA8: Will the llon’ble Minister he pleased 
•to state whether these appoinliuents were odvertismlP 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Oaooa; 

No, they were not advertised. 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BI8WA8: Did the llon^de Minister ever con- 
sider the ijiiestiun <»i‘ !ipi>ointing members of the scheduled castes in 
sufficient number? 

Tho Hon’fole Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

I liave already stated thnt special instructions were issued to certain 
District Magistrates that members of the scheduled castes should be 
taken in. T might add that these instructions cx)ntained an order that 
15 per cent, of the appoinliuents should go to members of the scheduled 
castes. 

Mr. 8YE0 JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY; With regard to answer 
(r), will the Holfble Minister be pleased to state whether it is a fact 
that Government have now realized that jute restriction propaganda 
has failed? 

Mr. BREAKER: That question does not arise. 

Kazi EMDAOUL HAQUE: WUl the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether among the 31 persons who hare been appointed as 
jute restriction officers there are retired GoTemment officers of extreme 
old age? 



204 QUESTIONS. [24th Fib., 

TIib Hoffbli NMvab Khwaja HABIBULLAH BahaiNiry af Daooa: 

I want notice, Sir. * 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD; Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the extent of jurisdiction of each of ihese officers ? 

Mr. SPEAKER. That question does not arise. 

0 

Mr. AHMED HOSAIN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether there are any restrictions to retired Government servants 
beinf? appointed to these posts? 

Tha Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of DaQoa: 

No, Sir. 

Mr. AHMED HOSAIN: 1>0 Government propose to create such a 
restriction in view of the fact tliat retired Government ser^^ants are 
supposed to he ill-fitted for these posts on account of their aj^e? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacoau 

Retired Government servants who are physically unfit are not taken in. 

Mr. K8HETRA NATH 8INGHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reason why of the four jute restriction officers 
appointed in the district of Ron^pur not one belongs to the scheduled 
castes? Further, why none from the district of Ranjrpur was taken 
in? 


Tha Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I have already stated that I have issued general instructions. I can, 
however, make an enquiry of the District Magistrate on the points 
raised by the member. It may be that no suitable person was avail- 
able from the scheduled castes. 

Mr. K8HETRA NATH 8INCHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he is of the opinion that in the district of 
Rangpur, which has a population of 26 lakhs, not a single member 
from the scheduled castes could be found who oould he thought fit and 
proper for appointment ? 

Mr. BREAKER: That is a matter of opinion. 

Mr. NARENDflA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: 

TOJ CYt!t C»l«1 Y WHY, SJYW TOIfY '•I CWim fY ? 

.Hm HWM* Nawak Klnn|a HABIBULLAH Babadiir, of OaoMi 

I want notice, Sir. 
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Mr. MDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Will the Hon^ble Minister be 
pleased to state how many of these officers have been deputed to East 
Bengal P 

Mr. SPIEAKERs That question does not orise. 

Data of generaT election of the KishoreganJ Municipality. 

*70. Maulvi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Will the Hon’hlc Minister 
in charge {»f the Public Health and Local Self-Governniont Department 
be pleased to state — 

* (a) the date of general election of the Kishoreganj Municiiwlity ; 
(l>) the date when the list of inemWrs to be appointed thereon 
reached the Lwal Self-(ioverumont Depiudraent ; 

(c) the reastm for the d(da\ in publishing their names iii the 
Gazette: and 

{d) whether th(‘ (joveniment intend taking any steps against similar 
delay in future? 

MINISTER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL 
SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Syed 

NausherAli): tot lUthJuly 19d7. 

(6) 16th August, 19e37. 

(c) The matter was under conespondence between Governiiieni and 
the local officer. 

(d) Does not arise. 

Mr. ISWAR CHANDRA MAL: Will the Ilou’ble Minister be 
ple^ised to state whether anj^ niemher <»f the scheduled cosies has been 
appointetl this year? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Babu Indu Bhuean Bhattacharya, Engineer, Midnapore. 

*71. Dr. GOBINDA CHANDRA BHAWMIKs Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Governinent 
Department be pleased to .state — 

(a) whether Babu Indu Bhusan Bhattacharya, Engineer, District 
Board, Midnapore, was dismiseed and is now reinstated y^ith 
full arrear pay for dismissal period ; 
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(b) what ia the amount of pay during his dismissal period;^ 

(c) whether another hand was substituted during his dismissal 

period and what is tha amount of pay; 

(d) what is the cause of dismissal and reinstatement; and 

(«) who is responsible for the loss of District Board fund caused 
thereby ? 

e 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8YED NAUSHER ALI: (a) Yes. 

(b) Rs. 8,048-6^. 

(c) Yea — Rs. 6,518. 

(d) and (e) The officer was dismissed on charges of inefficiency ^nd 
neglect of duty by a competent authority and was reinstated by Govern- 
ment on appeal on the ground that the charges were not substantiate. 
No question of any responsibility for loss arises. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Will the Hon ble Minister be please<l to 
state, with reference to his answers (d) and (r), as to who is the 
‘^competent authority*^? „ 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8YED NAUSHER ALI: The District Board of 
Midnapore, 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE. Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that the officer was suspended «nce and was reinstated ^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8YED NAUSHER ALI: Yes, he was dismissed 
and reinstated once. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Is it a fact that he was disuiisseil 
for a* second time? 

Tht Hon'hlt Mr. SYED NAUSHER ALI: Yes, he was dismissed 
subsequently. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Is it « fact that the District B<wrd 
did Jiol consider the question that he was dismissed before? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Is the Hon’ble Minister aw«iw 
that, in view of the fact that the charges were not substantiated, the 
dismissal order was unjust and improper? 

Mr. SREAKER: That is a matter of opinion. 
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Mr. MONiiOHAN DAS: Will th« Hon*ble Minister be pleased to 
state* wbether it is a fact that ibis Engineer was fined Rs. 100 during 
tbe chainnanship of Babu Kishoripati Roy of MidnaporeP 

Tht Hoifbla Mr. 8YED NAUSHER ALI: I ask for notice, Sir. 

•Deputy Offlcitl Assignee. 

^2. Mauivi RAJipUDDIN TARAFDAR: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state 
whether there is any likelihood of the appointment of a Deputy Official 
Assignee P 

(b) If 80 , when is the appointment to be madeP 

(c) Is he considering the desirability of appointing a Muhammadan 
in view of the fact that there is particularly no Muhammadan in 
that department P 

« MINISTER in charge of the dUOICIAL ami LEGISLATIVE 
DEPARTMENTS (the Hon’ble Nawab Musharritff Hcssain, Khan 
Bahadur) : (a) No. 

(b) and (c) Does not arise. 


Debt Settlement Board for eioh union in Bengal. 

Mr. MD. BARAT ALI: (a) Will IheHon'ble Minister in chargn 
of the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness Dej’/ortment be pleased 
to state if it ia a fact that for insufficient number ol Debt Settlement 
Boards in the Province nian}^ agriculturists are suffering? 

(6) If the answer to (a) in in the affinnative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of sanctioning a Debt Settlement Board for 
each union in Bengal? 

MINISTER in charge of the CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT mt 
RURAL INDEBTEDNESS DEPARTMENT (the Hon'bib 
Mr. Mukunda Bahary Mufliok): (a) I have no such information. 

(6) 1 am willing to sanction establishment of Debt Settlement Boards 
for each union as and when r^ommendations are received from local 
officers. 

Mr. PRAMATHA RANMN THAKUR: Will the Hon’ble Ministw 
be pleased to state under what circumstances tbe local officers reoom* 
mend the formation of Debt Settlement Boards in each Untof 
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TIm Hor'IiI* Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: ’Hu necaasity 
of establisbing Debt Settlement Boards arises only when recommenda* 
tions are received from local officers. 


Mr* RASIK LAL BISWAS: Have the Government issued any order 
to the local officers as regards sending in recommendations about the 
establishment of Debt Settlement Boards? 


The Hofl’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: No orders 
are necessary. Instructions are there already, and whenever local 
officers feel the necessity, they send up the proposals. 

Mr. SYED JALALUODIN HASHEMY: Is the Hon’ble Minis>ter 
aware of the fact tliat, in spite of the recommendations of the local 
officers and repeated demands of the people of the locality, Debt Settle- 
ment Boards have not yet been established in the Satkhira Subdivision? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK; The hon ble 

member is not quite correct, as some Boards have already been estab- 
lishe<l, and to-day’s Gazetle shows that a Special Board has been* 
•established in that Subdivision. 


Reoommendations to ifivost ‘orfiinarjf Debt Sottlement Boards with 
additional powers*. 

*74. Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL; (a) Will the llon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Oo-ojierative Credit and Rural Indebtedness Department 
be pleased to state whether the Government issued instructions to the 
local authorities of Mymensingh for sending recommendations for invest- 
ing ordinary Debt Settlement Boards with powers under sections 9(2), 
19(h), and 21 of the Agricultural Debtors Act? 

(b) If so, what are the dates of the issue of such insiruotion and the 
•designation of the officers to w hom issued ? 

(c) Have the Government received any re<‘ommendation from the Debt 
Settlement Officers, Kishoreganj and Bajitpur, for investing ordinary 
Boards of the Kishoreganj subdivision w ith powers under sections 9(2), 
13(2) and 19(h) P 

(d) If so, what is the reason for delay in publication of Government 
•decision on the Subdivisional Officer’s recommendation? 

The Hon'bl# Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: (a) Local 
officers are not required to wait for instructions from Govemxneiit before 
sending up recommendations to invest ordinary Boards with any of the 
special powers enumerated in section 7 of the Act, but in view of the 
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reports received of the diflScuities that were being experienced. Collectors 
have%een requested at different times to send recommendations for 
investing selected Boards with powers under sections 9(2) and 
In the meantime all such recommendations received from Collectors, 
whether before or after the issue of such letters, have been accepted. 

(6) With regard to powers under section 9(^), letters were issued on 
the 26th April and the 2U<h September 1937. 

With regard to })owers under section 13(2), letters were issued ou the 
22nd January 1938. 

(c) No. 

(d) Does not arise. 

• 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will the Hoiride Minister be 

pleased to state how maii\ ordinary hoards have been invested with 
powers under section t)(2) and 13(2) in the district of Myinensingh ^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK; I must ask 
for notice. 

Mauivi TAMIZUODIN KHAN: Will the Hon’hle Minister he 
pleased to tell the House to how many hoards special powers enumerated 
in section 7 of the Act have been given P 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: 1 ask for 

notice 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: With refen •nee to answer 
(o), will the H on ’hie Minister he j)leased to slate what are the 
difticulties that are being experienced)' 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: The difli. 
culties experienced in the localities were many and instructions were 
given to the (’ollector to act expeditiously. 

Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Will the Hon^le Minister be 
pleased to state whether generally special powers under section 7 of the 
Act are not given to more than one hoard in each subdivision? 

The Hon’bto Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: 1 am afraid, 
that is not quite correct. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
pleased to state when the report of the difiicuities experienced was 
received by Government from the Collector of MymensinghP 

15 
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Tlw Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLIGK: I must ask 

for notice if I have to give the date. > 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: With reference to answer (6), 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state to whom these letters were 
addressed by the Government? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: These letters 
were addressed to the Collector through the Commissioner. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the difficulties were with regard to the selection 
of the personnel of the board? 


The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: The difficulties 
were experienced with regard to various matters including the one 
that has now been mentioned by my hon’ble friend. 


Enhanced rents of tenants. 

*7S. Mr. BA8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the HoiCble 
Minister in charge of the Revenue Department Ik? pleased to state — 

(a) whether Government are aware that in by tar the majority 

of tenancies rents have Iwen enharjced on the ground of 
rise in price of food crops, and that such enhanced rents are 
still subsisting in spite of a heavy fall in the price to the 
great hardship of the peasantry ; 

(b) whether there has been a single instance in Bengal where rent 

has l)een reduced by suit or amicably owing to such fall in 
price; 

(c) w’hether the landlords w^ere subjected to any extra revenue when 

they enhanced rents of tenants; 

(d) if the answer to (c) is in the negative what is the difficulty in 

rescinding these enhancements and restoring the rents to 
their former amount; and 

(e) whether Government are aware that there is strong jmblic 

demand for such reduction of rent? 

MINI8TER hiMmivb of thf REVENUE DEPARTMENT (Ibo 
HoR’blo 8ir Bijoy PrasMi Bingb Roy): (ft) In the majority of 
tenancies, rents have not been enhanced. Where they have been 
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eiihan4)ed under the provisions ot' the Bengal Tenancy Act the com- 
moiiest ground of enhancement has been rise in the average Itwal pricee 
of staple food crops. It is presumed that most of the enhanceil rents 
still subsist. 

(b) Cases of reduction have been numerous in Government estates, 
particularly in Chittagong, but seldom or never by suit. 

(r) Yes, in resettlement of some tenipornrily settled estale.s, but not 
in permanently settlej estates. 

(d) Ileduction of rent ran be eftVrted only by suit under se<‘tion 38, 
or by operations under s«‘rtion 112. of the Bengal Tenanrv Act. 

(e) Yes, where rents are in fort excessively high. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Is the Hon’hle Minister aware that 
even in ca.ses of tenancies which are too small for yielding any surplus 
produce to the cultivators, rents were enhanced P 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The enhance- 
ment of rent are made according tf» certain criteria laid down in the 
• Bengal Tenancy Art and it is not done according to the necessity or on 
the basis of the surplus wliirh a tenant can dispose of. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: With reference to {a), is the 
Hon’ble Minister aware that after the enhanrement the average price 
of staple foo<]-rr(»jw ha-^ gone <lown evervwherep 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: With reference to (h), is the 
Hon’hle Minister aware of a single rase in which a private landlord has 
made any reduction in rent on arronnt fd fall in prices P 

The Hoit’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: h is impossible 
for Government to suj)ply tlie information. 

Mauivi ABDUL BARI: With reference to (h), will the Hon'hle 
Minister be plea.sed to .state if the Government have issued any instruc- 
tion to the Revenue authorities to reduce rent by operations under 
section 112 of the ActP 

Tha Hon’bla Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Not as yet. 

Khan Bahadur JALALUDDIN AHMAD: With reference to (h), 
viz., cases of reduction have been numerous in Government estates, will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether it is due to the 
revisional settlement or it is a case of reduction voluntarily allowed by 
the Collector? 
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The HOfi’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY S It was a case 
of reduction at the instance of Government following revisional settle- 
ment in some cases. 

Khan Bahadur 4ALALUDDIN AHMAD: Will the Hon ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether it was not due to the revisional settlement 
because of the high rents assessed by the last settlement? 

Tha Hon’bla Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes, Government 
found that the rate of rent was rather high and the tenants were ex- 
periencing hardship because of the fall in prices of food-crops; so 
Government took the initiative in ])ringing down the rent. 

Khan Bahadur JALALUDDIN AHMAD: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether the rent was higher than in any other 
districts of Bengal ? 

Tha Hon’bla Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I would ask for 
notice. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether it is not the policy of Government that when- 
ever they find that tenants are being treated by tlie landlords unfairly 
Government will step in and adopt measures to relieve them? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is too general a question. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon^de Minister be 
pleased to consider the fact that the tenants having got no relief with 
regard to the reduction of rent on account of the fall in prices of staple 
food-crops 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am afraid, Mr. Biswas, you are delivering a 
iipeech. I want to know what exactly is your question. My object 
is to help you. You are putting a question in a manner which it is 
diflBcult for any Minister to answer, because you are putting too many 
questions within one compass. I want to know within a short compass 
what you want to know. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether Government are thinking of bringing up any 
measure to give relief to the tenants by reducing the enhanced rent on 
the ground of the fall in prices of staple food-crops? 

Thf Hon’blB Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; Government have 
already announced their policy in connection with the resolution that 
was moved on the floor of this House a few days ago. 
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Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: WiU the Hon ble Minister he 

pleased to state when is the proposed committee going to sit ? 

The Hon’bla 8ir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The matter is 
under the consideration of the Government, but it is difficult to announce 
any particular date. 

Mauivi ABDULBARI: Will the Hou’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if it is the intention of the Government to invest the Hevenuo 
authorities with powers under section 112, if so, when? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: \ have already 
Answered that question in repl> to the resolution moved by the 
hon’ble member a few days ago. Hut a.s to the time when it will be 
introduced, it is very difticult to sn\ : certain preliminaries have got to 
be gone through before Government can come to a final decision on the 
point. 

Mr. dOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Ilon ble Minister 
be pleased to state definitel\ wliat those preliminaries are wliich sliould 
be dealt with ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The prelimi- 

naries are many, and if m> hon’ble friend will kindly consult the 
Bengal Tenancy Act as a lawyer, I am sure he will be able t<» under- 
stand more clearly ami more (piickly what those pndiminaries are. 

Mr. NIKUNdA BEHARI MAITI; Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state if there has Ikhui any reduction in the enhanced rent 
after settlement in Midnapore Khas Mahal areas? 

Tho Hon’blo Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Government 
have announced their policy with regard to the Kims Mahal areas in 
Midnapore. They do not propose to enforce the enhanced rate of rent 
in that district. 

Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS; Will the Hon’hle Minister be plmsed 
to state whether the proposed (’ommittee’s recominendation will b« 
given effect to within the next ten years? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order; I am afraid you are supi>osi]ig 
too much. I do sometimes allow these questions because it is difficult 
to stop the current of questions. Strictly speaking, you cannot be 
argumentative in your questions. You are perfectly entitled to ask 
for information, but are you not supposing that the Committee is 
sitting? 1 hfope you will restrict yourself to the exact information 
you want. 
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Mr. RA8IK LAL BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if Government propose to take any immediate steps to reduce 
the rent of the raiyats having r^ard to the indefinite delay in giving 
effect to the recommendations of the Committee? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: First of all I 
would like to know' which Committee ? 

Or. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Your proposed -Committee. 

Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS: Tlu ( ’omnjittee that you are going 
to set up t(» go into the question of reduction of rent? 

The Hon’bie Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Government do 
not propose to appoint a Committee to go into the question of reduc- 
tion of rent. Government according to the terms of the resolution 
have agreed to set up a Committee for devising ways and means for 
reduction (jf rent, 

Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether with refeivnce to («), in the years of depression just 
over the rent lias been in<Teasi*d on the ground of rise in the average 
price of food-crop ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes: I have 
already answered that question. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD; Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleasc'd to state whether Government has taken any step to select the 
meml)er8 of that proposed Committee ? 

The Hon’bie Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Not yet. 

Mr. KSHETRA NATH SINGHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to stale whether under section 105 suits are still being decreed 
in the Raugpur district ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Section 105 is a 
judictial proceeding, as the hon’ble member being a lawyer knows very 
well. lj(n eminent are helpless in this matter. 

Damage to the agrioultural crops el Noabail lands. 

*76. Maulana MD. MANIRUZZAMAN ISLAMABADI: Will the 
Hon’ble Minister iij charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to 
state — 

whether he is aware of the immense damages done to the agri- 

^ cultural crops of the Noabad lands situated in the sea aide 
every year by attacks of the saline water of tbe sea; 



QUESTIONS. 


21f 


1938 .] 


lb) ia it not a fact that due to want of protective embankmenta the 
saline water of the sea easily enters into the lands and 
destroys crops; 

(c) do the Government realise revenue from the Noabad lands on 

the sea side where there is no protective Government embank* 
ments ? 

(d) if the answer* to (r) is in the uftirmative, are the Government 

considering the desirability of — 

(i) constructing protective einbanknients or hundhs at Gov- 

ernment cost, or 

(ii) giving relief to the owners of the sea side lands by whole 
or partial remission of tlie revenue affected by the saline 
water P 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: {a) and {h) Gov- 
ernment are aware that the protection afforded by the enihankments is 
bj no means complete and that each year some crops in such areas are 
• damaged. 

(c) Yes in some cases. 

Many of the embank incuts are erected and maintained at Government 
expense: others are erected and maintained by Uihkdars and jotedar* 
who have been given settlement of these lands at concessional rates on 
their undertaking to erect and maintain embankments at their own 
expense. 

(d) (t) The question of repairs of old embankments and construction 
of further embankments receives the c^onsideration of local officers 
every year and on their recommendations funds are allotted subject to 
budget limits. 

(u) The Collector gives sucii remissions every year. 

AI-HaJ Maulana Dr. 8ANAULLAH; Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether it is a fact that owing to breach of protec- 
tive embankments in the villages of Sahaptridip and Sabrang situated 
in the district of Chittagong total failure of crops has resulted and 
the poor peasants are deserting those villages? 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am afraid a question like tliat cannot be 
answered. If every village in the Noabad Parganah is brought within 
one question, it is difficult for the Hon’ble Minister to answer. 

Mr. P. BAHERJI: Is the Hon ’hie Minister aware that talukdars 
and jotedars in many cases do not fulfil their part of the duty ? 

TIM HoiPliif Sir BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROYt It U qtiito 

possible that in some cases they do not fulfil their duties. 
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Mr. BIRENDRA NATH MAZUMDAR: WiU the Hon hie 

Minister he pleased to state whether either the GoTemment or the 
talukdars or jotedars are primarily responsible for keeping the 
embankments in order? 

Tht Hoil’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: It depends on 
the terms of the lease. Where the land has been leased out subject to 
the condition that the talukdars ami jotedare* should maintain the 
embankments there the talukdars and jotedars are responsible and 
wliere the (ioveniment have khas land they are responsible for the 
embankment. 


Population of tho KishoroganJ Municipality. 

*77. Mauivi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL; Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Local Self-Government Department be pleased to 
state — 

(a) the total Hindu and Moslem population of the Kishoreganj 
Municipality, ward by ward ; 

(h) the total number of Hindu and Moslem voters, ward by ward; 

(c) the total number of elected seats and the number of Moslems 
returned in the last election ; and 

t<i) the reason for not reserving seats for the Moslems in the 
municipality ? 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. SYED NAUBHER ALI: (a) and (h) A statement 
is laid on the table. 

(c) Total numl>er of electetl seats ... 12 

Number of Muslims returned ... 2 

(d) As the population figures for l)oth Hindus and Muhammadans 
are almost e(iual, Government did not consider it necessary to reserve 
seats for any community. 


StattmerU referred to in the reply to clav9es {a) and (6) of Starred 
gvestion No. 77. 


(«) 


Ward, 


Total Remarks, 

population. 


1 

3,960 

n 

2,106 

lit 

6,069 

IV 

2,812 


16,407 


Of tbeas 7,054 are Moslems and 
7,467 Hindas and 16 others, 
separate figures ward by ward 
are not avMsUe. 
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Ward. 

TTiwAi 

HuUim 

Tetal. 



voteft. 

votori. 



I 

440 

212 

662 


II 

98 

167 

266 


m 

683 

360 

013 


IV 

176 

138 

313 



1,276 

867 

2,143 


Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will Ihe Hon Mo Minister be 
pleased to state with roforonro to answer (a) the year to which the^e 
figures refer ? 

The Hon’bte Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: The figure for popula- 
tion was taken from the last census. 

Mr. MONOMOHAN DA8: Will the Horrhle Minister he pleased 
to state if any meniher of the scheduletl caste was elected during the 
last two years ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: 1 am not definite, hut 
perhaps not. 

Khan 8ahib Mauivi 8YED MUHAMMAD AFZAL: Will the 
Hon’hle Minister he pleased to state if the Government are considering 
the desirability of enforcing the principle of rt*servation there? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: No. Reservation is 
intended to protect the minorities. The Mu.slims form the majority 
there and I do not know how I am fo reserve seats for them. 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BI8WA8; Will the Hon’hlo Minister be pleased 
to state if the Government think that the scheduled caste people there 
form a minority ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is a question of opinion. 

Mr. MONMOHAN DA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased ta 
state if the Government conteitiplate nominating any member of the 
scheduled caste this year P 

Mft SPEAKER : The question does not arise. 

Khan Sahib Mauivi SYED MUHAMMAD AFZALi Will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if Government are conaideriiyj th^ 
question of making provision for reservation this year? 
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Mr. SPEAKER. That question does not arise. 

Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what strength is considered in deciding whether seats 
should be reserved for any particular community ? 

The Hoil’ble Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: The law is clear. It 
is only population that is taken into consideration for reservation of 
seats. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD iSRAIL; Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if Government propose to revise the present system of 
wards in the Kishoreganj Municipality in view' of the result of the 
last election P 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8YE0 NAU8HER ALI: I think the hon’ble 
member is thinking of redistribution of areas of the different wards, 
but 1 doubt if that would be any remedy where the majority of the 
population is Muslim. 

Mr. ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether Government are considering the desirability 
of doing away with this iniquitous system of reservation of seats in 
the municipal areas f 

Mr. BREAKER: That question does not arise. 

Hauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: In view’ of the answer to ques> 
tion (/>)» it is evident that — 

Mr. BREAKER. Well, W'hat is evident is evident: You can only 
put your question. I am afraid I cannot allow’ you to go into a dis- 
cussion on w'hnt conclusion you arrive at. Please put your question 
only Avithout stating any conclusion. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD IBRAIL: All right, Sir. My question is 
this: Will the HoiPble Minister be pleased to state whether, in view 
of the poor number of Mussalman voters in the municipality, ward by 
ward, he can change the present system of voting by wards so that the 
Muhammadan and Hindu population may be distributed in a better 
manner P 

Tba HoiRblf Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: If the hon ble member 
persists, I have got no objection to looking into tbe matter. 
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i|r. NIKUNilA BEHARI MAITI: WiU the Hon ’hie Minister be 
pleased to state if he will be prepared to introduce adult franchise in 
that municipality ? 

Mra SPEAKER* That question dues not arise. 


Selection grade poets in Civil Courts in Bengal. 

•7S« Mr. SYED ABDUL MAJID. Will the Ilon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Judicial Dei>artnient Ik? pleased to state — 

(a) the number of clerks in the selection grade in the civil courts 

of the Province; 

(b) the number of MuslinivS holding |K)sts in the selection grade in 

those offices (to be shown sepurately, district by district); 
and 

(c) the number of clerks enjoying extension of service in the various 

districts ? 

The Hon’blo Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur; 

(a) 63. 

(b) Vide statement laid on the table. 

(c) 43, beyond 55 years of age; none beyond 60 years of age. 

Statement referred to in clause (h) of starred question No, 78, showing 
Muslims holding selection grade posts in chyil courts in various 


districts in Bengal. 

Burdwan ... 2 

Birbhum ... 1 

Khulna ... 1 

Mymensingh ... 1 

Chittagong ... 1 


Mr. ABDUL HAKEEM: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if he is aware that by com [telling officers to retire on attaining 56 
years of age, real retrenchment is effected? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Thai is a matter of opinion. 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister kindly 
atato whether he will consider the desirability of fixing a proportiQp of 
these appointments for Muslims ? 
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TIm Hofi’bli Nawib MU8HARRUFF H08SAIN, KIimi Bal^r: 

These people ere selected for the merit that they display in doing their 
work; not for seniority alone, but for meritorious work. Therefore I 
do not know how I can say that I will fix a percentage of appointments 
in such cases for members of this and that community. 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BISWAS: Sir, we have not been able to hear the 
reply of the Hon’ble Minister; will he kindly rdpeat his answer? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

Well, the answer is this : So far as these people who are in the selection 
grade at present are concerned, they have reached the selection grade 
by meritorious work and not through the medium of direct appoi<at- 
ments, and if you ask me to fix a percentage of such appointments on 
considerations of sectional representiition, 1 fear that difficulties may 
arise and administration may suffer. 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will the Hon^ble Minister kindly 
state whether the word ‘^efficiency” is not based on the notings of head 
dorks who are mostly Hindus? . ' 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state how many members of the sduMluled ( astes are in the selection 
grade ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That (jueslion docs not arise. 

I must also say that it is almost imjiossible to find out the real 
nature of supplementary ((uestions if the vcdume of “supplementary” 
noise is as much as wo have heard during the last few minutes. 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will the Hon'ble Minister kindly 
state the reason of granting extensions to such a large number of 
officers — to as many as 43 out of G3? 

Th« Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

In the interest of public service. 

Mr. d. N. GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be {deased to state 
whether it is a fact that by granting extensions to 43 clerks he has not 
stopped the recruitment of 43 new hands in that department? 

Tba Hon’bla Hmak MUSHARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadiir: 

Yes. (Hear, hear.) 
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UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which answers were laid on the table. 

StopfMgo of grant to the Katsara Maktab. 

22. Mr. DHIR^DRA NARAYAN MUKERJI: Will the 
Hon'ble Minister in charj^e ot‘ the Etlnration Dej)artment be pleased to 
state — 

(a) whether it is a fact that the President, Ainnan Union Board, 

in the Hoog’hly district, %vas ordered by the Distritd Maps- 
trate to stop the prant-in-aid of the Katsara Maktab so long 
as Maulvi Fazlur Kahman remained a teacher of the maktab; 

(b) is it a fact that on some confidential report of the District 

In8j>€ctor of Schools, Ilooghly, the stipends, both D. B. and 
Imperial, of the said Maulvi has been stopped by the District 
Board, Hooghly; and 

(c) if the answer to {h) is in (he attirmative, will the Tlon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state whether tiie reason for stopi)ttge 
of the stipend is the jM)liti<'al views of the Maulvi)' 

MINISTER in charge of tha EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (ttia 
Hon’bla Mr. A, K. Failul Huq): In view of the p«litio<il activities of 
Maulvi Fazlur Rahman, teacher of the Katsara Maktab in the district 
of Hooghly, as reported by the local Police ami Educational Officers, 
the District Magistrate of Hooghly was of opinion that the Maulvi was 
not a fit person lor employment on the staff of an educational institution 
and that no grants from I^uhlic.' bunds should be |>aid to the maktab till 
the Maulvi was replaced b> another one. Accordingly the Chairman, 
District Board, Hooghly, and the President, Aranan Union Board, have 
withdrawn the grants from the maktab ixmding removal of Maulvi Fazlur 
Rahman therefrom. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge he pleased 
to state the nature of the political activities of Maulvi Fazlur Rahman ^ 

The Hon’bic Mr. A. K, FAZLUL HUQ: The matter is confidential 
and I am not prejjwrefl to state the nature of his political activities. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDOIN HA8HEMY: Will the Hon’hle Chief 
Minister he pleased to state if it is a fact that the said Fazlur Rahman 
has susjjendetl his iwlitical activities and has changetl his iwlitical creed ? 
If so, is the Hon'We the Chief Minister prepared to reconsider, his 
decision and renew the grant-in-aid? 
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Vm Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: If the hon’ble member is 
aware of so many things, then I do not see the necessity on his part 
of asking so many questions ! 

Mr. SYED ilALALUDHIN HASHEMY: Sir, my question was 
whether, in view of the fact that Maulvi Fazlur Bahman has changed his 
political creed and has suspended his political activities, the Hon’ble the 
Chief Minister is prepared to reconsider his decision. 

Mr. EPEAKER: It is fortunate that I did not hear you when you put 
your question, for, otherwise, I would have disallowed it. (Laughter.) 

Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS: Will the Hon^ble the Chief Minister l>e 
pleased to state what sort of political activity will enable a man b) receive 
a Government grant and assistance? 


The Hon’Me Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Political activities wfiich 
are not subversive of society. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Ilon’ble Minister bo 
pleaswl to state whether his a(‘tivities w<‘re violent or non-violent, or 
whether they affected Government in any way? 


The Hon’hle Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: There are many cases in 
which it is ditiicnlt to distinguish between violence and non-violence: 
they glide into one another. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to 
state if any 8i>ecific charge was brought against the said Fazlur Rahman 
in any criminal court? 


Tha Hon’Me Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: As a matter of fact no ques- 
tion arose of bringing him l)efore any criminal court. Goveinment 
were aw'are of certain activities of his which they considered should not 
be encouraged and therefore this order was passed. 

Mr. NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: ^ 

VlIHriHV ViWlTO fJC’VflTOt tw vci teR? 

THb Honnuu Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: wm rftrt mv qit, cim 
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ll^ ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he has got sufficient materials to produce the 
said Faslur Rahman for trial in anj’ open court.? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

WatorMiyacifith in Mymenaingh fUstriot. 

23. Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: (a) Will the Hon hlo Minister 
in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department be pleased to 
state — 

(i) whether he is aware of the havoc caused by water-hyacinth in 
the district of Mymenaingh ; and 

(it) that some attempt for its destruction was started by voluntary 
method by the District Magistrate and that attempt proved 
a failure for la(*k of sufficient official guidance? 

(h) Will the Hon ’hie Minister Ik* pleased to state what do the 
Government propose to do now in the matter? 

The Hofi’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH SahadUTp of Daooa: 

(a) (i) Some damage is done to crops by water-hyacinth in the district. 

(u) The Suhdi visional Officer, Kishqregaiij, inado an effort for 
destruction of the pest hut landlords did not co-oi)erate. There waa 
no lack of official guidance. 

{b) Action is being taken to enforce the Bengal Water-hyuciutb 
Act in the district. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Will the Hoirhle Minister l>e pleased 
to state with reference to answer (ji) the names of the landlords who did 
not co-operate? 

Tho Hon’bla Namb Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadufp of Daooai 

I cannot g^ve tb© names off-hand : I want notice. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Is it a fact that Mr. Murshed, when 
be was the District Magistrate of Mymensingh, started the voluntary 
system of walR^-byacinth destruction with the help of the Subdivisional 
Officer and the people, and be worked at this with great seal? 

And also whether it is a fact that this movement was stopped just 
b^ore the elections and after the electicm it was not touched by any 
Gbvemment officer? 
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Jfm Hon^bto Naunrii Kliwaja HABIBULLAH Bahulur, of Dacca: 

I am not aware, Sir. ^ 

Maillvi ABDUL BARI : Will the Hou^ble Minister be pleased to state 
what steps, if any, were taken by Government to persuade the landlords 
to co-operate in this matter? 

The Hofi’ble Naivali Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

The reply is in answer (h). 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what w'as the nature of co-operation expected from the 
landlord ? • 

The Hcn’bic Navrab Kharaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Advice to the executive officers. 

Water-hyacinth in Khulna district. 

24. Mr. NACENDRA NATH SEN: (a) Will the Eon’ble Minister ' 
in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Deiwrtment be pleased to 
state whether the Government are aware — 

(i) that water-hyacinth (Kochuri plants) in large number iirevails in 
navigable rivers such as the Bhairab and the Daratana and 
everywhere in the Khulna and Bagerhat subdivisions, district 
Khulna; 

(it) that water-hyacinth comes from other districts; 

{Hi) that from the public navigable rivers and other places, water- 
hyacinth infects private agiicultural lands and fields; and 

(tv) of the disastrous conse(iuences upon agriculture and trade owing 
to the prevalence of water-hyacinth? 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affinnati\e, do the Government con- 
temidate taking any immediate step towards the eradication of water- 
hyacinth from the Bhairab and Daratana and other rivers in the subdivi- 
sions of Khulna and Bagerhat? 

(c) If no immediate stejw are in contemplation, will the Hon^ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reasons for the same ? 

The Hcfi’Me NiMMi Khwi4« HABIBULLAH Bchaclur, of Dacca: 

(a) (i) Yes, water-hyacinth is prevalent in the Bhairab and the Daratana 
during the months of November to February, when the plants float down 
to the Bay of Bengal. The idarft also infests the beeh and waterways 
everywhere. 



1938 ,] 


BUDGET DISCUSSION. 


The majority of the plants seen in the big rivers come to this dis- 
trict from Jessore and Faridpur. 

(tit) and (tr) Navigation is obstructed by temporary accumulations 
in narrow khali. In the heel areas paddy cultivation is rendered difficult, 
and low-lying paddy suffers damage from inroads of the plant. 

{h) The question of enforcing the Bengal Water-hyacinth Act ia 
under consideration in consultation with the District Officer. The ques- 
tion of securing joint action hy the districts of Tessore and Faridpur is 
also being examined. 

(c) Does not arise. 


Budget Discussion. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: lor the lust tew lays we have 
listened to a long list of grievances against the Hou'hlc (lie Finance 
Minister and his budget . I have very <'uretully followed all these dis. 
cussions and 1 have also had occasion to examine the newspaper 
(tomments on the Hou’hle the Finance Mmister^s budget and the budget 
speech. Tliey all seem to me to he alike. While there have been a 
few sprinklings of congratulation from (ertain sources, there was one 
uniformity about all of them, viz., that every one appeared to be 
dissatisfied with the budget. Even the leader of the European group, 
that very ofCen takes pleasure in playing the henchman of any Govern- 
ment in power, said towards the end of liis rongratulatory speech that 
he had certain misgivings almut the reimposition of the taxes. At a 
certain stage we felt b<*wildered at the remarks made hy the 80-<*alled 
supporters of tlie (Toveriiment and hy members of the ('oalition Party, 
who appeared to have taken the wind out of the sail of the opposition. 
I have carefully examined all these oh.servations and I find that this 
universal dissatisfaction aUmt the budget has been due mainly to the 
fact that the budget does not present to us any plan or any uniform 
programme nor does it show any policy behind it. The Hon'ble the 
Finance Minister in his attempt to please everybody has pleased none. 
He has not satisfied a single section of this Housi?. In the nature of 
tilings when anyone tries to please all, this is bound to lie his unfortunate 
lot. I have some amount of sympathy for the Hon 'hie the Finance 
Minister (The Hon'ble Mr. Nalini Ranjan Sarkeb: Hear hear), not 
that he has really felt the urge for doing some comprehensive nation- 
building service, but because he is an unfortunate victim of circum- 
stances in which he has to work in a Coalition Government and his 
budget cannot possibly show anything but a coalition mentality. He 
had to please .every body and the method of pleasing was either to give 
doles or to give patronage or to offer promises. That is bow he and his 
party exist and the budget exactly reflects that character. He has in his 
16 
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Imdget made a spectacular attempt to touch almost every aspect of a 
uation’s life. In fact, so far as womanhood goes, he has handled 
practically every stage of womanhood, — from the purdah college to the 
refuge, from the refuge to the maternity home and baby clinic, from the 
baby clinic to the Young Women’s Christian Association; and he has 
not even forgotten the t'alcutta Police and the Bengal Police who, in 
course of their duty to the State, have got to contsact venereal diseases. 
He has made j)rovision for that also. But, unfortunately, in making 
the provisions, he made terms witli some inemhois of his Government, — 
so that wlien the Hou’lde tlie Chief Minister wanted some lump sum for 
his native place or a <*ol]cge at Harisal, th<‘ Hoii’tde the Finance Minister 
came up with a claim for hi" own village school named after his father. 
The wh(»le Imdgct reveals a picture like this peeuliar to itself, wiiich is 
almost turned into a g^ame of dice, — if you pla^ this, I play that; if 
you claim this, 1 rlaim that — that i" all we find reflected on the pages 
of the budget. 

The Hcui’hle the Finance Minister lias been applauded by the 
Leader of the European group for having jiresented in a very lucid 
manner the hiidget of the next year. 1 do not know whether the Leader 
of the European gr<mp, Wfore he delivered his speech, had occasion to 
go through the pages of the budget himself. For, if that was so, I am 
sure, — I am not prepared to give him discredit, so far as his ability 
to study figures goes — he would have discovered that the budget present- 
ed this year is almost u muddle. It does not even give the comparative 
figures from year to year. The Hon’ble the Finance Minister in his 
statement has stated that he has not given the comparative figures of the 
previous two years — why, he has not stated. In some of the budget 
heads in the detailed budget he has not even mentioned the comparative 
figures of the previous year, the revised budget estimates of 19.‘17-f‘l8; 
and if that sort of presentation is (‘oiisidered to he a l>eautifnl presenta- 
tion, I for myselt do not know what delusive presentation may be. 

1 liave carefully gone througli the budget and 1 have tried to find 
out the possilile reasons f<»r this failure to satisfy anyone. As Maulvi 
Tainizuddiu Khan and others have already stated, the main and funda- 
mental reason appears to In* this that instead of attempting to make 
good use of the windfall of the revenue that the Hon'ble the Finance 
Minister was lucky enough to get, he tried to distribute this additional 
income over a large number of heads with a view to maintain popularity. 
In that attempt, unfortunately, he has miserably failed. It would 
have been very miich better if there was one well chalked out plan or 
policy made out by Government and the Government tried to follow the 
whole policy by either capitalising the additional revenue and changing 
the character of the economic life of the country wholesale with a com- 
prehensive planning, or else it would have, been better to resema ^ 
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mone^’ for sume future Cabinet with a l)etter plan to take up and to do 
better service to tbe country. But, I presume, the Hon’ble the Finance 
Minister himself knows his limitaticms, for he in his own budget 
statement freely acknowledges that he cannot make provision for better 
human material. He cannot make provision for greater national 
endurance. It is not for him to place bef(»re the nation higher ideals. 
His limitations are there, and we have to take them as such. 

This patronage budget, for I do not want to examine whether this is 
a deficit budget or a prosperity budget as some newspapers have tried to 
make out — this patronage budget is leading us to a very dangerous 
})iecipice. When and bow we shall change the entire character of the 
cottntry we do not kiio\N . The patronage will gti on increasing from 
lime t(» time. Let u> on this >i<le ot the House give the Finance 
MiniNter tin* warning (hut unless Inc comes out <if the rut and takes a 
bold stej^ with a j)rograiume with imagination and carries it out fear- 
lessly, and on tlie fontrary if he yields to these patronages, he will never 
be able either t<i serve the nation properly or to help the country in its 
onward march to progress. Why the budget does not satisfy everyone 
*or anyone? It is liecause, as 1 have t(dd you already, in tlie first place 
it has no policy heliind it. If we knew that then* was a Coalition Party 
with a well chalked out programme and they were prepared to put’ 
forward tliat pKigre^sive progiamim* Ijcfore the country and follow that 
j)ri>grainine, the\ would have had the supjMirt of a larger section of (ha 
])eople hofli here and outside, as f<ir example, if we had known that 
(here was 21 ]»rogramme »)f effective retrenehirienf , — which is a ( ly not 
(T this year only, hut of years [last. Let us judge from one standard. 
Is It t(»o mucli to say that this hudiret has failed lompletely to satisfy 
llie expectations of this ILuise and of the country outside w’ith regard 
t(* retrenchment We find that the top heavy administratifui <-ontinue8 
and continues with a vengeance. Flven for His Excellency the 
Governor's household .staff* and other things there is an increased provi- 
sion. Tlie Hon'hle Ministers had made good provision f()r them in the 
last budget, I am not gt»ing to raise any discussion on the determina- 
tion of the House last time, but why come forward with an additional 
demand on that item. Have not the Ministers got thoroughly enough 
to satisfy them? You have made a provision for 10,009 rupees more 
over Rs. 50,00tf on travelling allowances spent last year. You have also 
had a provision made for an additional officer, who that officer will be 
and what will be his duties the House at least has not yet been taken 
into eonhdence. In retrenchment this budget has failed, and the 
Hon’ble the Finance Minister has come forward as an apologist for 
increased salaries, increased provisions, new appointments. I would 
only like the Hon'ble the Finance Minister to look back to bis old days, 
to bis own speeches in this House a few years back, and then makb a 
retrapeet both of bis mind and of bit budget. 
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There is also the failure and dissatisfaction, because the budgets does 
not give any indication of any forward policy with regard to a Iwge 
scale provision for nation-building services. The Hon*ble the Finance 
Minister's own theory of resurrecting the human being, mainly the 
agriculturist, has remained more in words than in actuality. So far as 
the agriculturists concerned, which admittedly, is the mainstay of the 
population of this Province, the additional gr an t-» provided is absolutely 
infinitesimal. As some members have pointed out, it is like a drop in 
the ocean, and even then a substantial portion of this additional grant, 
t.c., nearly two lakhs is coming from provisions made by the Central 
Government. That is the situation. There has been no attempt made 
to give more work to the Civil Service. They remain as happy as ever, 
and on the top of that the compartmentalism of the administration of 
Government continues. Perhaps, it has become a little more fragmented 
in view of the larger number of portfolios provided for different ministers 
under the present regime. The failure in regard to plans and pro- 
grammes has led fo the provision of lump sum grants, a pernicious 
system which cannot too strongly he condemned. The system of lump 
sum grants opens out the possibilities of new dangers of corruption, of,j 
patronage and of hurriedly spendiiur money without proper examina- 
tion. 

(The member having reached time-limit resumed lus seat.') 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI; Mr Speaker. Sir, T tried to 
listen to as much of the financial statement as the learned and hon'hle 
Doctor opposite and the (diaprasi <diih to my left i>ermitted me to 
listen. It is becoming a nuisance. Sir. I could have l)egiin with my 
remarks at once, Sir, Imt I .see that the Coalition is becoming an ohses- 
sion and a chimera for the learne<l Doctor. T shall forgive him the 
many things he has said, for, as the Per.sian saying goes— 

^ j| ii 

'‘The sting of the scorpion is not out of enmity. 

“It is the inevitable result of its nature.” 

(Hear, hear, from Coalition lienches.) He has, however, l>elied the 
whole of his 8f)eech and the iwison he has spouted, for, in reality, 
he has paid us, of the Coalition, the greatest compliment hv admitting 
that we have taken all the wind out of his sails. Sir, I accept that 
as a compliment and I am very happy at it. It will be found, as time 
goes on, that there are men in the Coalition and points in its policy such 
as will make an India, perhaps, l»etter than what it is to-day and cer- 
tainly a better Bengal than what he and his colleagues visualise. 
Coalition, Sir, connotes broader sympathies and wider vision, (Hear 
hear, from Coalition benches.) ^ 
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An «ffort has also been made. Sir, to separate and segregate the 
Hoifble the Finance Minister from his colleagues on the Treasury 
Benches and the blame for the shortcomings of the Budget has been 
put on them. This is a bit unfair. The team of the Cabinet does work 
under the principle of joint and collective resi^nsibility but the Budget 
is my hon’ble friend the Finance Minister’s show and he alone will 
have to take the kudos or bear the blame for it. 


After these preliminary remarks, Sir, I should like to place the 
point of view, of some members on this side of the House, as briefly 
as I can. The presentation of the Budget was so clever and masterly 
that the Press and the public of Bengal have sunk into doubt and do 
n^t know whether to call it a deficit budget or a prosjierity budget. It 
lacks boldness and displays an extraoi'dinarj' amount of caution and 
<‘ouservatism ; and this, ( (uning from an insurance man who has thrived 
and pros])ered on risks, is indeed surprising. He has avoided every 
KiSK. It may be that the traditi«ins (»f the <lepnrtment overawed and 
oppressed him. He could not get away from them. He has stuck to 
the old rut and has not tried to extricate himself out of it. Or it 
' may be that his colleagues did not help him with any well thought 
out and well formulated projects of a nation-building chara<*ter. I 
shall quote a few passages from his statement to explain my moaning. 
The (jovernment has “failed to understand and guide the forces that 
drive Us,” The Budget contradiits the Financial Statement in that 
“a ceitaiii spirit (if adventure and boldness in investment, in thiow’ing 
aside ot i<ari(t\\ l(»yalties, tiaditions and juejudiees” and “a widening 
of our horizon”, are conspicuously absent from the budget. He has 
not brought to us “the ray of liope where (here now broods dark ness. ” 
No efloit has been made to dispel it. “The process of nation-building” 
and “the invoking of our legislative powers to fin<l out a way of our 
difli( allies” lune been left severely alone as the Government is not 
"prepared holdl> to do so.” I would also submit. Sir, that “desirable 
cxpeiidituie” has been liteially hamstrung and the chances of putting 
oiu house in mdei have been nipped in the hud. (’aution, care, circum- 
spection, turethought. looking ahead — howsoev«T you put it — Yes, hut 
indei'i.sion and hesitation at (he staii will never take you to the 
winning post. My hon’hle friend the Finance Minister has undoubted- 
ly oiled the existing machine and thinks that he has accelerated its 
pace by tloling out his largesse in a .stingy manner among his colleagnea 
on the Treasurv- Benches. But that does not really take ua far, I 
know. Sir, that it is a truncated Budget. I know, Sir, that there are 
items in it called “Voted” and “Charged.” Under such conditiona 
it was, perha{)s. difficult for the Hon’ble the Finance Minister to go 
all out and give full rein to his ideas and imagination and yet I fe<fl, 
Sir, that with over 2} crores at his disposal he could have gone ahead 
a bit more boldy than what he has done. 
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Our aim, Sir, is to try and make the Province self-sufficient. Bengal 
should produce enough food for the people that live in it. Bengal 
should grow enough raw material to feed its growing industries and 
Bengal should control the sale pf what she produces, both inside and 
outside the country. For the attainment of these, I would have liked 
(o set* a scheme of a Soil Survey of the Province, in the Budget as also 
of a <‘omplete Industrial Survey. These surveys will help us to for- 
mulate our programme for the future and if the help of the legislature 
is needed, it will always Iw* at the disposal of the Ilon’hle the Finance 
Minister. We have got io raise the purchasing power of t he p eople. 
We have to see that the people as a whole come up. We have to har- 
ness the man-j>ower of Bengal, without any wastage whatsoever, to 
carry us forw'ard and for this purpose it is essential tliut they get better 
fotal, that they are in better health and, tliei(*iore. capable of piittihg 
greater energy into the task before them. Provision has, indeed, been 
made for reorganising and improving the existing tecbniial ami in- 
dustrial institutions. But what is lacking is that no scheme has been 
put forward for marketing the produce of tlie cottage workers nor of 
financing cottage, small or large industries. There is also no indica- 
tion whatsoever in the Budget in regaid to National oi Key Industries, 
Troublous times are ahead aud unless we take good care, it may lx», 
that we shall be left behind the othei‘ countiies of the world. We 
fihall he caught napping. The tiend of international politics to-day is 
such that anything might happen to-morrow and unless we (ome out 
immediately with a l>old scheme of organising and controlling our 
Key Industries W(‘ mav find ourselves in trouhle. I welcome the provi. 
flion made for an Kx|>ert In<|uiry (ommittee and I also welcome the 
pstnhlislunent of the Advisory Council. T expect that hiisinessnien, men 
of commerce and representatives of trade interests will he appointed 
to the Council else the dis(*overies and inventions (»f reseaich >eholar,s 
will never come out of the laboratories. Williout the ext)eiience of 
men of affairs in commerce and industry it will not he possible to apply 
the discoveries and inventi()»is to the use and benefit of humanity. 

After the diwussion we had the other day in the House about the 
Calcutta Kleotiic Supply Coiporation. I am surprised that the Budget 
does uot show any signs of a reduction in the rates of electricity. We 
would, indeed, have very much liked to have some indi<’ation of the lines 
of a poli(w of nationalisation along which the (rovernment propose to 
extend the use of eleetrieity in rural areas. There is no such provision 
or iudicatiou of it in the Budget. 

I cannot imagine why Bengal should import tiinWr in such large 
quantities when tfij^re are vast forests in the Province itaelf. The 
Hon'hle the Finance Minister has quietly put into his poekt^t over 
sixty thousand mpees in the matter of the Salt Subsidy hut only 
» pftitry two thousand. Why can Bengal not produce salt ot iia own? 
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There ere many other items in the Budget of this character whi( h call 
for^comment but I shall not trouble the House with them at this stage. 
I should, however, like to suggest, most humbly, to the Hon’ble the 
Finance Minister, that tliere should be u real and true reorientation 
of the whole of our financial ]>olicv. Our eflfort, as I have said, should 
be to make Bengal self-sufficient and for that no ex|>endinire should be 
grudged or considered as too large. 

Sir, there are mijignifi('ent pavsages in the Financial Statement (Ui 
Taxation and Retrenchment. They are good in their own wu\ but I 
wish we had Ireen told a bit more aWut essentials. We do not grudge 
State servants, their salaries hut we w’ant value for our nurney. T 
hold to the prineiple that — 

“The contented labourer does Iretter work.” 

We will pay public servants as mindi as thev deserve. The administra- 
tive machinery has to run smoothly and it^ smallest wheel and parr have 
to perform their allotted task efficiently. But wc do have a ln*rror of 
an army of Government servants under divers designations siu*h as 
Directors, Advisors, Exi>erts, chaprasis and chaiikidars. 

(Vmiing to taxation. I did e\i>ect that m\ honTde friend the Finance 
Ministci would tell us in this Budget that the rime had now come to 
lew a tax on unearned increment and on agricultural income. Sir, we 
have got to find money for fmilding the nation an»l those who can 
afford to pay must he taxed. If betting, amusements and profits are 
taxed, I see no reason wi>y the HorFhle Minister should not try to 
tap new sources of revenue hv iiiijMising a tuinovci tax on all tians- 
actions in the .share, bullion and jute markets. Sir. if he jmys the least 
bit of attention to this smirce of collecting mo!ie> . he will find a gold 
mine wffikdi wdll give him the fullcNt possible cdiame for the realisation 
of his wildest dreams about education, about agriculniiv. about indiistiies 
and, in short aliout the imposition <.l a Mip»'i-.tiuciuie of nationalism 
over Bengal. If he so doires, I am prepaied to pla< e my set vices at 
bis di8po.sal and explain to him in detail what 1 mean. 

I wish he had told us wmiething of the retrem hrnents he pro|>o.«»e» 
to make. In trj ing to think where I could use the axe, my mind turns 
to the High Court and the Police. The High f’ourt has more Judges 
than we can afford. These could, perhaps, be reduced. A High Court 
Judge should be made to work in the High Couil as any other servant 
of the State. A^^'umulation of work in the High Court has l>ecome 
proverbial and the inordinate delays in it troubl#fw»me. If necessary, 
we shonld establish a City Civil Court, like the one in Madras. This 
will relieve the High Court of some of its work. I feel that if the 
Judges are requested to work like other servants ol the State *n«I H 
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additional Jadfref are not added from day to day, we shall soon find 
that aecumularions will disappear and delays will be a thing of ^he 
past. 

Mf. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: On a point of order, Sir. Is it 
penttissible for any honourable member to say that Judges of the High 
Court do not work like others, and that they shirk their work? 

c 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 think you have said more than what Mr. Siddiqi 
has said. I do not think that he has said that. All that he said was 
that Judges of the High (Vmrt should be made to work like others. 

Mf. BANTOBH KUMAR BABU: He said that Judges should bb 
made to work like others, Jind you do not consider it to be a reflection 
on what they are doing now? 

Mr. BREAKER: No, 1 do nc>t consider it to Ih^ a reflection on the 
Judges of the High Court. 

Mr. BANTOBH KUMAR BABU: VeiT well! 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN BIDDIQi: Sir. I never Miggested that 
Judges of the High Court shirked their work 

(At this stage the member reached his time-limit.) 

Mr. BREAKER: Mr. Siddiqi, I am sorry. I have to stop you. 
Yon have reached the time-limit. 

<Mr. Siddiqi then resunuHl his seat.) 

Mr. BREAKER: I shall now adjourn the House for 15 minutes for 
prayer. 

(The House was then adjourntHl for 15 minutes.) 

(After adjournment.) 

Mr. JATINDRA NATH BABU: I congratulate the Hon’ble the 
Finance Minister on the budget that he has placed before this House. 
I think our congratulations are due to him, because he has given us at 
least some substantive things and not the negatives and adjectives to 
which w’e were treated by Dr. Sanyal, The budget has, no doubt, not 
ghnsn us all that we want. We want so much in this province, but 
the revenue of this province 
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Mfi SPEAKER: I do not like to stop yon, Mr. Basn, in the midst 
of y^ur speech, but to-dav being the last day erf the general discussion 
of the budget, I hope you will try to be as brief as possible. 

Mr. JATiNDRA NATH BA8U: All right I shall take only five 
minutes. 

The revenue of thj province is so meagre that it is not })ossible to 
introduce the big schemes of which we have heanl. It was suggested 
that some of these schemes might be taken up by issuing loans; but 
for purposes of loans we require sufficient revenue to find the sinking 
fund for the repayment of the loans. We have heard that though 
during the present year the revenue has been 13 crores and odd, about 
3 crores or a little over may be said to W fluctuating and there is no 
knowing as to what will be the revenue next year. , Every member of 
ihis House knows that it has n(»t Ikmui |K)ssible for the Government of 
Bengal during the last 7 years to issue a public loan because of its 
finances, and the condition of the finances of this province is not yet 
such that w’e can boldly go foiward and Imutow’ hundreds of crores. 

' Sir, the Ministry has taken steps to ameliorate the condition of the 
}>easant8 in various ways; the co-ojxuative movement has U'en receiving 
close attention; the economic resources of the province like forests have 
also been receiving utteiiiion, and we have had a tenancy legislation 
of a character which some consider to Im‘ to(» drastic. What is needed 
is to increase the iiic<une of llie i»eople ot this pro\ince. For that 
pill pose I would reijiiest the Ministr\ to consider as to w hether they 
should not establish an Kconomic Coumil tor this province to keep 
(areful watch over the ectmomic rcMuirces like our agiicultural produce 
and o\U’ industries and to see as to how to suit our products to the 
requirements of the times. About 15 or years ago certain produi ts 
were valuable and the tenants were eomjKiratively better off, but subse- 
quently by reason of world movements the prices of those commodities 
have come down. There should lx» scune one to keep constant watch 
over our resources, so that the ptH>i>le may be directed to proper 
channels for finding other resources or improving the resources that 
they have. 

In this connection it will proliably he necessary for that Ouncil 
to consider the question of our trade relations with the other provincea 
of India and with neighlwuring countries. For instance, about a 
quarter of a century ago Bengal used to export rice to various countries; 
those exports have largely ceased, and in that way we have lost a great 
deal. The question should be considered why there baa l)een a falling 
off of the demand that we used to Imve. All these questiema require 
the closest attention and there must be aewne authority to keep watdh 
over our resources and capabilities and the currents of our economio 
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life. I trust this su^r^estion will receive consideration at the hands 
•of Government. Measures al}out improving the relationship between 
landlords and tenants and the formation of co-operative societies and 
similar things may receive fsonsideration. These are undoubWly 
useful in their own way; but if the resources of the people do not 
increase, measures of temporary relief will not be effective. With these 
words, Sir, I conclude my remarks in view of the short time at my 
•disposal . 


Mfa Wt C« WORDSWORTH: Mr. S])eaker, some of us in this House 
have had so long an ex|K*rien(e of provincial budgets that we are at 
sight conscious of their fate, and of their fortune. We know as soon 
as a budget is pHslined that it will l>e vehemently attacked as an 
•outrage, a mockery and a delusion; also that it will be passed as it 
stands with little'or no change; indeed with little serious attempt to 
make any change. 

I claim to have read this budget with no unpractised eye. For, in 
ray Secretariat days I constructed seven budgets, or perhaps eight, and so 
have some familiarity with budgetary science. The budgets I was called 
to construct were departmental budgets. It was not for me to climb* 
the dizzy heights where provineial budgets are j>rei)ared. But even 
from departmental budgets it can be learned that there is one special 
branch of budgetary praetiee which consists in setting your facts and 
items out in such a way as to coiieeal all information behiml tliean. 
In the budget lK*^fore us 1 find nothing of that sort. It seems to me 
to be a straightforward, sensible, useful budget striking a biilance 
between the claims of the several dejwrtments and recognising what 
public opinion thinks should be done. 

In this House we are members, the Finance Minister and 
others. If tliese otluu- 249 intelligent men — or if that is thought to 
be an arrogant estimate, the other 24S intelligent men — were to. draw 
up each u budget with the materials that the Finance Minister had to 
deal with, 1 venture to say that the 248 binlgets wtmld along broad 
lines he similar to this. Xot so go<;d, for few of them would show the 
same mastery of figtires or the same ruthless determination to prevent 
some Ministers from getting more than their fair share. But, gener- 
ally speaking, the results would l)e the same. For thi.s reason, though 
a budget may show the hand of a cunning worker it is nevertheless the 
resultant of all the forces acting on a Finance Minister when he U 
drawing it up. 

The Finance ilinlster, whoever he is, can proceed in one way and 
one way only. His first duty is to include the cost of day to day 
zndministration, and that in nearly ever>’ province in India takes nearly 
ihe whole of his store. Next he must put in projects already begun 
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that Inquire to l>e completed. After that he must put in oertaiu 
acli#mas to which Government are jiledjred and that are already sanc- 
tioned. Finally, with what small balance is left he (an think of new 
proposals and distribute it amonj? the different departments. Can any 
member say he has handled this Bed Book and is not satisfied that the 
Finance Minister has made j?ood use of his balance !■' I think he has 
driven us a very j^otnl >tiu<*ture. He has done well for us. And I for 
one would cong’iatuhite him on it. If that, as has been said, is only 
the usual subservience of the members of the Kurot)ean Group to the 
(Government in iM)wer, I am not ashamed of it and T offer no ajtology. 
To me it seems that tins budget takes its place wjutbily with tl»e Fin- 
ance Minister’s first budget last year, about which I may remind you 
that we did not reject oi imxlity an\ item when we came to the voting 
of grants, and with \\hich we have ba<l a conipaiatively pr()S|H*rous 
year. 

The only serious criticism I have seen of the Finance Minister’s 
figures was in one oi our newsjiapers which fxiinted out that the esti- 
mated revenues of Id crores Id lakhs was the re[adition of an unlucky 
number that would bring bis blood on bis own head. He could hardly 
• liave ostimnieil himself out ol Id cror<‘s ^^itb bis material, but be could 
easily have estimated himself into another figure than Id lakhs. That 
he did not do Ho shows either that he vas confident in the future or 
that lie was not tenified hy tlioughts jif the ill link siip|h>s(h 1 to la* 
attached to that number. This is a deficit budget, he himself has 
candidly told us. He need not iiave said it. In what sense is it u 
defii it hudgi't He estim.ites his revenue cautiously at a time when 
this year’s figure^ show he miylit w<dl have been more hazardous. He 
has estimated his exjH'nditure gcnerousl\, though we may remind our- 
selves that in this pr^oiioe we aie not goisl s|»enders, that certain 
depaHments always find it dithcuit to >|Mmd the money ullotfwl to them. 
I do not sujipose the exi>endituie lie luH put down will la* e^cptnied, 
or anyhow considerahls excccsled, and I siiall he surprised if the revenue 
he has estimated will not be exceediMl. 1 )(h*s the small defi< it he (‘h(K>ses 
to .show ju.stifv the language lists! , here and elsewhere, alnml our con- 
dition? That we are “bankrupt”? Tliat we are on the slipiiery slope 
leading to the l)ottomle>N pit? (h any of the other dreadful things 
we have beard during the past few days? 1 think that with these 
figures and with a coniiuiratively big balaiue liehind us we may go on 
with our year’s work with every comfort of mind. 

There are many details on whit h I should like to sjieak, but I shall 
defer them to the time when we vote grants. I with many others was 
startled, happily startled, when 1 heard that the province was going 
to have a college for purdah wimien. We of this group (our friend 
Mr. J. C. (fupta would call us visitors from Timhuctu and Honolulu) 
hare not the privilege of knowing what young womea behind the 
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purdah are aspiring to. But I presume that the Education Minister 
is sure of his ground and that there is a demand among them for^this 
advance to justify the expenditure. I for one am glad to know it, but 
I may nay one thing by way of caution. Social changes come upon 
us quickly nowadays in India, and if Government is as dilatory in 
bringing this college into existence as it has been with certain other 
educational schemes there is the danger that the purpose it is intended 
to serve will disappear before the college is ready^ 

1 am glad to welcome more provision for primary education. We 
are told that there will l>e many more sch(H>ls in certain districts. May 
1 once again beg the Minister for Edu(‘ation to see that we do not 
merely substitute for a large number of private inefficient village 
schools an equal nurnWr of inefficient schools maintained at public cos>t. 
As I have said before, our country England has universal jirimary edu- 
cation ; every boy and girl there is e<iucated. Yet our {nimary or ele- 
mentai7 scdiools number about 20,000. In this province we do a very 
small part of what we ought to be doing yet our primary schools number 
alKJut 60,000. Thai means tliere is great wastage of money and effort. 
I may remind the Minister for Education of what I said last year, that 
a village school, or a scIkh)! between villages, of say 90 children and 
3 teachers is much more than three times a> valuable for education 
and as a social <‘ontribution as one school ot 30 boys and one teacher. 
For our schools with one teacher have a habit of disap|>earing periodic- 
ally when the teacher gets fever, or is called away to the marriage of 
a sister or cousin; the school disappears fur tliree da>s, or three weeks, 
or three months. If we have village schools with tw(». three or four 
teachers tliat sort of thing will not ha})i>en. It is one of the causes of 
inefficiency in our village education. 

I shall vsay only one other thing. Tlie Minister in charge df Civ 
operative Credit is making what I consider to l)e a very jnomising pro- 
posals. Many of us here know that < 'o-iqxoative Credit is nothing like 
what it ought to he. It is supjx)sed to bring about a regular flow of 
credit, out and back. It has come to be a flow (uit and hardly a trickle 
bai^k. If we cannot revive the movement the deiwrtment will soon be 
wrecked or in*etrievably damaged. I see that someone is going to 
study what Denmark can teach us. The money will be well spent. 
Denmark can teach valuable lessons in agricultural credit. In 
Denmark 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Why not in Engand? 

Mr. W. C. WORDSWORTH: Well, I am referring to Denmark. 

I was about to say that if those who are going to study primary educa- 
tion in England are enalfled to call in at Denmark and spmd some time 
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tke||B tkey too could learn valuable leaaons. Certain things can \>e 
learnt there more fully and more easily than in any other country. 

I trust I shall have an opportunity of speaking .about other matters 
when we come to the voting of grants. 

Mr. PULIN BEHARY MULLIGK: Sir, the Hon ble l innme 
Minister’s budget ri^gs with sincerity. Honest efforts have been made 
in the budget to meet the wishes of the different sections of this legis* 
lative body. The advancement of the children of the soil, s|>ecinlly 
of those who have been kept back for generations together, I mean 
the scheduled castes, numbering about l/6th of the total population 
of the province, should be the guiding principle of a popular Govern- 
ment. It is satisfactory to note that this idea has not l)een lost sight 
cd in the preparation of tliis year’s budget. Tlie various allotments are 
not sufficient to meet our entire needs, but no sane man can deny that 
an earnest endeavour has been made in the right direction. Provision 
ha.s been made for >])ecial .scholarships and stipends for our 
lx>y8 and girls. Stipends will also be available to our boys for 
education abroad. This is a new venture and the Government 
deserves our highest appreciation for this new policy. But, Sir, educa- 
tion must be supplemented by a due share in the adminivstrntion of the 
land. It is a matter of deep regret that gross injustice has been done 
to the members of the scheduled castes in recent appointments to the 
Bengal Provincial Executive Service. Out of 40 appointments only 2. 
that is to say only 5 per cent., have been given to the scheduled castes, 
though I am sure there was no dearth of our qualified candidates. 
Government ndes in the year 1030 expressly provided that at least JO 
per cent, of such appointments were to W reserved for meml>er.s of 
the scheduled castes; but, Sir, it appears to me that the new Govern- 
ment, instead of progressing foiward, has been mming Imckword wilb- 
out any justification whatsoever. I submit. Sir, that this is really 
deplorable. Then again, we have pres.sed our claims times without 
number for an adequate percentage of appointments in the services and 
we would like to hear the policy of Government in this respect. Sir, 
proper scope should l>e given to our jieople in all the self-governing 
institutions of the land, namely. Union Boards. TxKal Boards, District 
Boaivls, Municipalitie.s and the Calcutta Oor]x>ration . Civic con- 
sciousness of our people ha.s been aroused and they have just started to 
take a keen iifterest in the affairs of these bodies. I submit that the 
time is not yet ripe for the introduction of a full-fledged elective system 
adl at once. We therefore, adhere to the system of nomination on 
these bodies for our i>eopIe. Ijost but not the least — the demand for 
compulsory free primarv* education is really akin to the demand lor the 
air we breathe. The case is so strong that it needs no arguments to 
convince anyone to make its pro<visi<m universal throughout the 
province. I am sure. Sir, that the demand fdr primary education has 
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been universal in this House also. So I need not take the time of^the 
House in further discussion over this all-important matter. With 
these words, Sir, I resume my s^t. 

Or. H. C« MUKHERili: Mr. 8})eaker, Sir. I must confess that I 
am not qualified to make a pronouncement on the contents of the 
Imdget as a whole. I, therefore, propose to confine my remarks to one 
j»arti<-ular side of the budget only, that is to say, to collegiate educa- 
ticui and, even tliere, to <*o!ifine it to eollegiate education among 
females. I find that in the year 1986, there were 2,070 students who 
passed the Matriculation E.xainination, 550 who j>asseil the I. A. 
Examination, and 54 who passed the I. Sc. Examination. Omitting 
Assam there were altogetlier 1,200 female students who were preparing 
to take u]) cfdlegiate education. 1 find furtljcr tliat of these students 
about 1,100 were staying in the Calcutta area this year. I find also 
that there are a number of hostels — collegiate hostels — which are 
accommodating 280 female students at present. There were a numl)er 
of non-collegia te hostels which altogether accommodated 108 students. 
It thus follows that out of nearly 1,100 female students there were 
only 821 who were living under the proper conditions. This leaves 
about 774 students of Calcutta who were not living under the immediate 
supervision of college authorities. Granting for the sake of argument 
that 50 flier cent, of these are living with their jiarents, there are still 
about 400 female students who were not living under ideal (‘ondition.s, 
I would like to draw the attention of the House to a remark made on 
this fioint, at a meeting of the Senate held on the 2r)th September 
1986 by Di’. Jenkins — “whatever may be the policy of women’s educa- 
tion in future however we may diflferentiate our courses of studies, 
it will certainly remain a fact that a certain percentage of lady students 
will follow the normal academic .studies. Tliat percentage will pro- 
duce a far greater number than can he accommodated in the existing 
hofitels or in one or two hostels that may lie built iu future. The 
question of satisfactorv' accommodation for girl students is an extremely 
urgent and imjiortaiit one. I think, I can conceive of no better scheme 
than of providing satisfactory accommodation for girl students who 
are already in our colleges jind for tliose who will^be (‘oming in future’'. 
This, Sir, is the opinion of an eminent officer of the Education Depart- 
ment who had himself vi«ite<l some of the ladies’ hostels which are 
being maintained by colleges in Calcutta. T would tHerefore, draw 
the attention of the Hon’ble the Finance Minister to this particular 
case of providing hostel accommodation for our female students. In 
this connection I «iay be permitted to refer to a particular scheme 
put forward by the University for which the University is prepared 
to $pmd one lakh of rupees, provided necessary funds are made avail- 
able Govenunent. I am aware that the University is in corres- 

pondflttoe with Govema^t. But I contend, Sir, that the providing 
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of a^in^e hostel will not solve this immediate and urgent proUem. 
Then, Sir, I would draw the attention of the Hon’ble Einante Minister 
to the present condition of the Bethune College. I may he permitted 
to say that I regard the Bethune Ctdiege as corresponding to the Presi- 
dency College for male students in Calcutta . I see around me many 
.some of them as old as 1 am. wh(> liave Wen c<lu(ated in this 
institution. I find th^t in the Presidency College students of all reli- 
gious faiths are admitted freely and that they have derived pn>fit 
from the instruction which the\ received in this instituti(»n. In the 
Bethune College the accommodation is ver\ uusatisfaclorv. 1 would 
draw the attention of the Hon' hie the Finance Minister a (\»mmitt(‘e 
that was appointed early in the year 1JA32 under pressure from cer- 
tain very important officials of the Education ])e|>artment. Two 
colleges in Calcutta wore sup|K)sed to have admitted more students 
than they have aocomimMlation for. and the result — 1 hojH‘ f am not 
betraying a s(»cret — was that the Cniversity felt that an emiuirv should 
be made. The Committee that was appointed to conduct this en»|uir>' 
consisted of the late Sir Kedar Nath Djis, He was taken into this 
^Committee probably liecauso it was felt that the presence of a medical 
man of his standing was necessary. The second was Dr, P. N. Ghosh. 
He was included because some of those colleges are affiliated in Science 
subjects. And the third was my humble self. We conducted the 
enquiry' for aliout three months, and after that we submitted a report. 
When the rejxirt was submitted it was found that these two private 
colleges were guilty of admitting niore students than they ought to 
liave done. But tlie ((mditioii of things jirevoiling In tlu* Bethune 
College was very much worse and the result was that the w'hole thing 
was quietly shelved. At the time when the Coinmitt(H» was constituted 
and when it was working, the then lady Principal of the Bethune 
College admitted that she ( ouhl not juovide ace<»innK)dation for more 
than 100 students, and yet I find that in the year 1033-34, there were 
145 students, in 1034-30, students, in 1030-3<i. ‘iTS slutlents, and 
in 1937-38, 301 students. In this institution. Sir, there aie 10 lecture 
rr«)ms, 2 of 3()t) s(|uare feet each: 2 measure 240 s<juare feet each; 
1 room measured 200 square feet and there are 2 each measuring 81 
square feet and 1 measuring 180 stjuare feet. Taking 10 square feet 
jier student we calculated that we could not possibly impart instructioi} 
to more than 100 students. Years have C(»me and gone, but no attempt 
has been made to add to the accommodation. I know that the CSirist 
Church buildings have been acquired, but if my information is correct 
this building has been acquire<l for providing hostel accomiiKidatiof] . 
Sir, if money is to be spent foe education, I contend that that money 
ought to be sp^t in order to add to the teaching accommodntioii of 
the Bethune College. I^et there be a Purdah college. It ia not lor 
me who do not belong to the Moelem communityito say wkethei; the 
college should be purdah or not, t)tai it a matt4^ on which the Mui^u 
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community -ghould have its voice. But when it comes to a question 

01 providing funds out of the public revenues, I think I am justified 
in entering my protest. Let tis see what the scheme implies. First 
of all we have five lakhs as capital grant of which we are asked to 
pass 2 lakhs. That, Sir, is not the end, because we shall have to pro- 
vide furniture, we shall have to provide electrical fittings and sanitary 
fittings and so on and so forth. In this connection, I may be per- 
mitted to add that at the beginning of the current year there were 37 
Moslem women students studying in different colleges. I took the 
trouble of going through the applications submitted by them and I 
found that in the I. A. and B.A. Classes Moslem female students are 
studying 10 subjects. These are English, Bengali, Urdu, Persif-n. 
Arabic, Philosophy including Logic, History, Economics including 
Civics, Mathematics and Botany. Jf all the subjects are taught up to 
the B.A. Pass standard, there will be required a staff consisting of 17 
teachers; 2 for English, 1 for Bengali, 3 for Arabic, Persian and Urdu, 

2 for Logic and Philosoj>hy, 2 for Hoslorv, 2 for Civics and Economics, 

2 for Mathematics, and 2 for Botany, plus 1 Demonstrator. At the 
Bethune College there is a staff consisting of IS teachers, and the* 
records will show that the entertainment of this staff is costing the 
country a sum of Its. G5.0()t) and odd. Now, Sir, if this Purdah 
college is estahlislied, it will have not only a recurring 
expenditure of Its. bo.OOO and odd, but over and above that 
there will be other working expenses. I contend that the 

•expenditure for maintaining this college cannot be less than that for 
maintaining the Bethune (\>llege which is approximately one lakh, or 
to be more accurate, Its. and odd. If the 37 Moslem students 

join the Purdah college about which I am doubtful, for the simple 
reason that my experience as Inspector of Colleges has shown, that 
many of them prefer to enter the Toreto House, it should mean an 
expenditure of Its. 2,800 per head i)er year. In this connection I 
would draw the attention of the House to certain facts. At the Loreto 
House ■where the Mothers arc imjmrting instruction to students belong- 
ing to all faiths, they not only give instruction,* but over and above 
“that they supply residence and food at an inclusive cost of Rs. 60 a 
month. At the St. Helen’s College at Kurseong where also female 
students are to be seen the cost is Rs, 60 per month. At St. Maiy’^s 
College, Shillong, the monthly charges are Rs. 50 only. So far as 
the hill colleges for men are concerned, I find that in the St. Joseph’s 
‘CoUegpe at Darjeeling and St. Edmund’s College at Shillong the cost 
is never more than Rs. 60 per month. I ask whether there is any 
justification for 8|>ending Rs. 2,800 a year for imparting instruction 
to each Moslem female student when in these institutions instruction of 
a very much higher type and efficiency can be had at Rs. T20 per 
year. This is my argument against this MusBm Purdah College. I 
would by all means like to see a college started for Moslem young 
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women if only the country must advance by that. But I eonte«<l 
ihail till there is a sufficient number of students, there is no neolfA- 
sity for starting this college. The Islaniia College was established 
long after the Presidency College had been established. Ijet this 
Purdah college be started when no accommodation for Muslim young 
women can be had in other institutions. There is another suggestion, 
Sir, which 1 venture to offer with the greatest possible humility. It is 
this tbat 

(At this stage the member having reached the time-limit resumed 
his seat and several members stood up in their seats to speak.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am very sorry. I hoped more members could 
^eak to-day. I tried to give a cliuiice to one speaker from each 
group, but I find it is now 7. I think the Finance Minister, if the 
House at all wants to hear him, should now reply and he is likely to 
taka a little more time. I am informed that he will take about an 
hour. So I do not think it may be possible for others to sjuMik. 

Th« Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANdAN 8ARKER: Sir, these four days 
I have been a silent listener, listening patiently to all that the Hon’ble 
members had to say about the Budget, and striving as well as I could 
to derive as much profit iS possible from the remarks of the Hon’ble 
Members. I have learnt a lot not only about the subject matter of the 
Budget, but also received some indication of the shape of things to 
come. As is the usual practice, I now rise to reply. 

First of all. Sir, I wish to acknowledge my gratefulness to the very 
few hon'ble members who have found it possible for thent to congra- 
tulate me on this Budget. I also offer my thanks to the other members 
who have so patiently and so carefully scrutinized my Budget speech 
and criticized it. In this I do not exclude, Sir, my old friend 
Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal, not for the criticism he has made, because I 
think be has performed the duties of a drain inspector in the matter of 
the Budget, but I thank him because he has so closely studied the. facts 
and figures of my Budget that even the item regarding an unnameaWe 
disease has not escaped his notice and I think I ought to thaak him. 
In him I find, Sir, as the Bengali saying goes, that the magiiet only 
attracts steel and not gold, and out of the voluminous statement of my 
Budget, he has only picked out something which is unnameable, because 
I think that he is particularly drawn to this. But, Sir, I want to say, 
if I may, that I am always prepared to accept both congratulations and 
condemnations in the same wpint. The former do not make me too 
elated nor the latter too down-hearted. In no countiy is the lot of the 
Finance Minister a bed of roses, far less is the case in this country. 
Here it cannot be expected even of the most prudent Finance MiaistM 
to make {nrovision for sufficient measures for the rmiiOTal w uis 
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accumulated deficiencies of our social structure within the span of one 
or two budgets. I am not so purblind as not to fully agree witlt the 
contention that our problems are so stupendous and complex that .our 
efforts at tackling them are pufiy by comparison. But I may submit 
that no Government in this countrj^ whatever its political complexion, 
can assay more than to touch the fringe of the problem in the beginning, 
no matter what the budgetary surplus or what available resources there 
are in the hands of the Government. I venture te suggest that by way 
of an attempt to sow a handful of seeds over a very vast area, our 
budget is not a contemptible effort as some of the members have wanted 
to describe it. At the same time I can fully realize that hon’ble members 
are eager that with greater power in their hands under the new Consti- 
tution, they should be able at once to make a spectacular break from t^ie 
past as to the results of the ameliorative and reconstructive measures 
of the Government. In such an atmosphere one who must have an aye 
to realities and the practical aspects of the situation should not look 
for congratulations, but be prepared for bitter criticism on all sides. 
His only consolation is that he is doing his best, and if he wants to take 
any other satisfaction, he may congratulate himself on the fact that he 
has been the object of much notice these few days. But, Sir, I do* 
realize that there may be notable exceptions in the ca.se of provinces 
where the (^ongress is in power. For in those provinces the policies 
and actions of the Finance Minister find either a weak opposition < r 
obtain such strong and ready support from their own party that the 
opposition can offer very little trouble. But here of course things are 
yet different. I am only too well aware that we have not provided for 
all the needs or enough for those we have. I never claim to have done 
enough. The fact is that w^e have prepared a Budget for one year and 
in the prevailing condition when new’ machinery has to be set up, new 
expenditure to be incurred, I have to provide only for that which we 
might reasonably spend within that time. The amount may be small 
in many cases, but I can assure you. Sir, the small amount may 
represent just the beginning of some \^ry large undertaking needing 
later on much larger expenditure. We are in fact in many cases laying 
just the foundation stone which is all that we can do at present. The 
superstructure will come later, entailing considerably more expenditure 
and consistently with the proportion and importance of the super- 
structure our efforts will be certainly expedited. To make my position 
clear, Sir, I would cite the ease of primary education. Here we have 
made a beginning in the district of Mymensingh, and we want to take 
up three or four more districts during the next year, where we shall 
introduce primary’ education, while in seven or eight other districts 
the schemes are under our consideration. I feel confident that within 
the course of four or five years, we shall be able to take steps to make 
primary education free and compulsory throughout Bengal. It should 
be realised that even if we had the resources, even if we had the 
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necessary funds it would not be possible for us to spend them on schemes 
in ^ery district of this province within the space of one year. Let us 
not be content merely with the planning of schools, but let us do things 
in such a way that the schools will be etficient and the training 
adequate. For this a training of teachers is necessary and the educa- 
tional curriculum has to be carefully framed. 

As regards education cess to which many meml^ers have alluded, I 
quite appreciate the desire of the Hon’ble members for imparting 
primary education by avoiding imposition of the cess. It is my firm 
conviction, Sir, that in the prevailing condition it is impossible to 
launch upon a huge scheme like this without some sort of ta:s:atioii, 
because, primary education does not stop at the teaching of the three 
R’s in the primary schools. As soon as you give effect to the scheme 
of primary education on a wide scale, you will have to strengthen 
secondary schools, vocational schools, technical schools and the library 
movement all of which will call for huge expenditure. The present oeas 
will not suffice to cover even the cost of training these pupils. Govern- 
ment are undertaking the entire cost of training teachers, but I think 
Government will have to give substantial subvention to make up the 
entire cost. 

AVe have to begin with the imposition of the ('ess under the present 
Act, but in the meantime we are investigating all fresh avenues of taxa- 
tion. If we can find a satisfactory and practical avenue of fresh taxa- 
tion to the extent required for primary education in that case we would 
discontinue the cess, hut in view of the urgency of the matter it is mean- 
while necessary to retain it. In my tours of different areas 1 found the 
people anxiou.s to avoid that taxation if possible, hut if that meant the 
posti)onemeut of primary education they wouhl rather pay them than 
suffer tlie want of this education. I personally agree with Mr. Tamiz- 
uddin Khan that if we impose fresh taxation we ought to make primary 
education compulsory. I am sure the Hon’ble the Minister in charge 
of Education will give the remarks of Mr. Tamizuddiu Khan his ’due 
consideration. Then again take the case of rural medical help. We 
have provided in the next year’s budget only Rs. 1 lakh 60 thousand 
to serve rural areas with doctors, assistants, and medicine for a manage- 
able group of villages. To establish machineries for this purpose with 
the collaboration of Union and District Boards will naturally take 
time, and within the course of a year we may not be able to estaWiah a 
sufficient number of such centres to spend more than the amount we 
have budgeted for but the entire scheme when completed will cost us 
about 50 lakbs. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: When? 

Thi Hon’bla Mr. MUKUNOA DENARY MULLICKs Wait and see. 
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Tbt Hoii'bi* Mr. NALINI RANJAH SARKIR: 5 or 6 years. 

The case of improvement of agriculture must in the nature of things 
be a slower process. The removal of the illiteracy of the cultivator, 
providing against the preventible diseases he suffers from, the deficiency 
of his uneconomic holdings, his primitive methods of cultivation, etc., 
will require time, and even for the taking of preliminary steps a certain 
Amount of time is inevitable. For instance, to increase production, to 
improve the quality of the crops, to educate agriculturists as to what 
kind of crops to grow, the introduction of more remunerative crops, the 
'Consolidation of holdings, cattle improvement, veterinary and animal 
husbandry — facilities, better food for cattle and pasturage and the esta- 
blishment of the necessary organisations to secure him better prices— 
these are not matters which can be dealt with in the course of a yearns 
budget with the hope of any appreciable results. It is bound to take 
time. Research work will be necessary and to acquaint the illiterate 
agriculturists with the result of such researches in the improvement of 
the crops and the improved methods of cultivation, the control of and 
the prevention of plant diseases, manures, etc., the exploration of the 
possibilities of introducing commercial crops suited to the different , 
parts of the province, we shall have to train men because we have not 
got enough men who are qualified enough to teach these things. For 
that training we shall have to establish an agricultural institute, both 
for training and the research and as soon as suitable men are trained, to 
establish district farms to function as units, arrange for demonstration, 
etc. We may have to subsidise cultivators’ farms and take steps for 
educative propaganda and publicity. When all the steps are complete, 
then we may expect to show some tangible results. On the question of 
better prices the stimulation of exports, the currency, credit and ex- 
change policy are not in our hands, so that spectacular results by these 
methods in that direction cannot be expected from us. I would, there- 
fore, request the honourable members to consider the practical possi- 
bility of achieving big results within a year or two under the prevailing 
conditions. Not even a dictator with a free hand and untrammelled 
resources can change the social and economic outlook of a nation in a 
year or two, not to speak of a democratic Government whose steps are 
necessarily slower. 


Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Look at MussoUni and Hitler. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANilAN 8ARKER: I am coming to 
that. 

Where all-powerful Dictators in Fascist Italy and Nazi Germany 
were not able to do anything substantial for a period of years, although 
^ey set out to do this with a more science-minded, disciplined and 
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abler bnman material, is it fair and reasonable to expect a representa- 
tive* Government in Bengal with much meagre resources, more com- 
plex problems and poorer human materials to achieve miracles in the 
short span of a year or two? 

Then, Sir, with regard to industrj^ it has been complained that 
we have not provided any large sums for the industrialisation of the 
country. As a businessman and also as a public man, I have during 
the last decade given practically the best years of my life to strive 
for making our people in this province industrially and commercially 
minded. I cannot, therefore, W accused of lack of interest or 
sympathy on the question of industrialisation. But, Sir,> planning 
fqr accelerating industrialisation postulates the power to manipulate 
a number of factors such as currency, credit, exchange, tariff and 
railway freights over which tlie Provincial Government has no control. 
So it is not possible for this Government to undertake any full and 
real plan for industrialisation in the sense which is implied by the 
term and which I have just indicated. Another point is that in this 
province the industries which are most suited to the province, have 
» reached their saturation point under the prevailing conditions at least, 
as for instance, coal, jute and tea. So whatever impetus it is within 
the powers of this Government to impart can only he given to industries 
on newer lines. A provision has accordingly been made in the budget 
for an expert enquiry as to the industries which Government might 
foster and encourage and the way in which it could do so. As regards 
public utility undertakings, the matter has been receiving Govern- 
ment’s attention. The Government have now under consideration a 
scheme for the generation and supply of electrical energy throughout 
the whole province. My friend Mr. Khaitan — I see he is not present 
here — has said that my budget discloses complete ignorance of the 
subject of the development of industries. But not only from his two 
speeches on the budget this year and last year have I unfortunately 
received any new light on industrial development but throughout my 
acquaintance wuth Mr. Khaitan extending for over a decade, 1 do not 
remember to have received a better enlightenment on the subject. J. 
can assure the honourable members that Government have in their 
policy and programme for the industrial development of the province 
truly laid the foundation of its development. So far as the Govern- 
ment are concerned, they would do their Wst to give a push to the 
industrial development, hut real success would depend on private 
enterprise, and the creation of an atmosphere in which (he inclination 
to thrive on income received from rent and interest is replaced by 
spirit of adven'ture in favour of industrial investments, and this Gov- 
emmeiit by their efforts will do all that is possible to create that 
atmdpplkere. Next, Sir, there has been much complaint as to ih#* 
inaiiffiolriaey of allotments for Muhammadans and 8chedule<1 cltsis^« 
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1: think, Sir, that except in the matter of education, allotments in other 
departments such as Agriculture, Industries, Public Health, Co-opera- 
tive Credit, Hoads and Commupications will benefit all communities 
equally. In Education of course, special provision should be made for 
Muhammadans and scheduled classes and other backward communities 
and the Government recognise that this must be done. In this sphere 
also so far as the primary education, secondary education and college 
education are concerned, the institutions that are available afiect all 
equally, but some of the backward communities being too poor the 
students need to be assisted and for that purpose Government have 
provided special scholarships for Muhammadans and scheduled class 
students. This is a first experiment and I think that whatever provi- 
sion has been made in the initial year will prove sufficient. If Govern- 
ment is convinced that they should be extended next year, certainly 
Government will give it their best consideration, Mv friend 
Mr. Manmohan Das who is also my countryman has criticised me on 
the ground that while we have provided Rs. 70 thousand for madrassas 
we have not provided such a sum for the scheduled castes. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. Are we not your countrymen ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, 1 was drawing your attention the 
other day that there w'as a limit to obstruction and I am afraid I will 
have to appoint an officer to find out how many “obstructions” are 
Cdmmitted by different members. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I am sorry if you would take it as 
an obstruction; it is only co-operation. 

Mr. 8PEAKER. Dr. Sanyal, you know perfcctl,^ w’ell that it is 
not co-operation it is obstruction. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Let us have another Obstruction 

Officer. 

TN Hon’hla Mr, MUKUNDA DENARY MULLICK: You may be 

that officer. 

Mr. 8ANT08N KUMAR BA8US 1 throw that appointment on your 
face. 

TIM Hon’blB Mr. NALINI RANdAN BARKER: For the Muham- 
amdans, madrassas are necessary for their cultural needs. I hav# not 
k^ardf that a similar need exists for scheduled classes. Their culture 
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is the eaiue as that of the Hindus and the existing colleges and second- 
ary^schools should, therefore, suffice for their needs. But Government 
are prepared if there is any dearth of schools in areas where the scheduled 
classes predominate, to establish schools for them if necessary. 1 
congratulate Mr. Manmohan Das on his good maiden speech and I 
forgive him his vehemeu(‘e, but I can assure him that 1 am not 
neglectful to tlie rcquireinentK of the scheduled classes. I would like 
further to tell him tfiat I cannot mete out a favourite treatment to luy 
own district, for as a Minister for the whole province 1 have to treat 
all alike and not favour any particular area. 

I am very glad. Sir, that Mr. .1. (’. Gupta, who initiated the dis- 
cussions on the ^ongre^s side, has cliaracterized in> speech as an 
excellent one and has done me the honour of going througii my 
statement very thoroughly and carefullx. He has suggested that my 
appreciation of the national needs was born of the fact of my ‘ having 
been nursed on Congress ideals am! having thrived among Congress 
men”. Mr. Gupta, I must say, has here emphasized the obvious, for, 
in fact, I have always recognised that I received my first training in 
• politics and national service under Congress influence, and that influence 
has gone very largely into my making, and even to-day, although 1 
am not in the Congress Party, (’ongress ideals of national service never 
fail to inspire me. Mr. Gupta stated that my budget was a glaring 
example of the widest divergence between profession and practice. 
Mr. Gupta was, I think, ill-advised to pounce upon my budget for an 
example of divergence between profession and practice, for instances 
of such divergence, as he seems to fiml in my budget, he must too 
often have met with much nearer home. It is, probably, the experi- 
ence of manv politicians that their professions and their practice are 
not only divergent, but at unx imrticular time they bear not even a 
proportional similarity to each other. Ihere is at best always a wide 
time-lag. For my budget, hr)wever, 1 never claimeit that it is even 
a distant approximation to the ideals I profess. But I would claim 
this, that I always sincerely and diligently try to approach the lofty 
ideal which I have placed before me. l'f>r whatever 1 am worth, I 
have applied myself whole-heartedly to the task and the ideal I have 
set up for myself. My ideal, a.s I emphasied both in my last year’s 
budget speech and this year’s, is to resurrect “the man behind the 
plough”. It has given me an inner satisfaction to find that this 
expression of “the man behind the plough which I used in. ray last 
budget speech, has apparently caught the imagination of honourable 
members, and even when they have criticized my budget, they have 
not failed to ‘add their emphasis to mine on the urgent need of the 
improvement of the Hving and working conditions if the man behind 
the plough. I*am glad thht the man behind the plough has thua^tJbma 
in the forefront in the debates of this House, and I do aincerely hope 
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tMt tkis would help to focus our attention still more to the solution 
of the woes of this poor, weary, and lonely figure of BengaFs villages. 
(Ironical cheers from Congress Benches.) For me there is no ambi> 
tion that is greater, and no ideal which is loftier, than this task of 
resurrecting the man behind the plough. 

i now come to the remarks of my friend Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas. 
H 9 has made a proposal for buying out zemindar's with the idea of 
obtaining much larger revenues by the Government. The suggestion 
is not new and he has given some calculations for it. I will, however, 
show in proper time that all his calculations are grossly incorrect and 
that his proposals for utilising crores and crores of funds he expects 
to be available are much easier to formulate than to give effect to, 
Sir, if a mere gymnastic with arithmetical figures could solve our 
problems, a statistician might be requisitioned to ensure a sure and 
speedy millennium to Bengal. I would like to enquire of the econo- 
mists in the Congress Group as to what they think of Mr. Biswas’s 
specific. I hope he has sent a sample of his patent remedy to 
Mr. Rajagopalachariar and Mr. Govind Ballav Pant. (Mb. Santosh 
Kumar Baku: They do not stand in need of it, as you do.) 1 shall be 
eagerly looking forward to what use they make of it. 

Sir, allow me to congratulate Mr. Satya Priya Banerji on his maiden 
speech though he has uttered the familiar shibboleths. (Dr, Nali- 
NAKSHA Sanyal: It is not his maiden speech.) I must say, that as far 
as his speech is concerned, he has kept up the histrionic traditions of 
the Congress. In fact, he has given us ample proof that he is going to 
be a valuable addition to the Congress platform ! 

I must also congratulate Miss Mira Dutta Gupta on her construc- 
tive speech. As regards Miss Dutta Gupta’s demand that expenditure 
on female education should be shown separately in the budget, I can 
assure her that Government are already taking necessary steps for the 
p^rjmse. The time was too short this year for showing this expendi- 
ture separately, but I believe we shall be able to separate it in next 
year’s budget. 

In regard to the particular point of view which Mr. Sassoon put 
forward in the concluding portion of his speech, I may assure him 
that I have no intention of undermining the profit motive. As a 
businessman, practically all through my life, I fully realize that it is 
the motivating force of all economic activities. But what I feel is 
that this motive needs to be interpreted in a wider sense, both in the 
interest of the community as well as that of the capitalists and 
enterprisers themselves. The capitalists and businessmen should 
rasiiie that they have a duty by the community. They would not only 
be lailing in this duty, but also ultimately invite disaster upok them- 
sekee il their primary interest were confined mainly to^the^ao^mbla^ 
tion of idle riches with a view to invest them in gilt-edged or simtlmr 
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Becurit^ to earn a fixed rate of interest. On tfie contrary, the pecu- 
liar • conditions of our country urgently demand that they should 
display a certain spirit of adventure and invest their funds in 
productive enterprises, so that wealth may be spent in the multiplica- 
tion of opportunities for the livelihood of the people. 

I do not also think, Sir, that the profit motive should, irrespective 
of consequences, be Jhe be-all-and-end-all of our economic activities. 
We cannot possibly support or encourage a situation in which a few 
people will get richer and richer, while the masses become poorer and 
poorer. (Cheers from the Coalition Group.) In so far as the urge of 
pure profits is likely to foster such an unbalanced developnuMit of our 
society, I believe the Government, conscious of its responsibilities 
towards the masses, should check any undesirable excesses, lest the 
ultimate consequences should prove disastrous to all concerned. 
Happily, Sir, there are no traces of such a situation or development in 
our country now. Wliile I can never have any intention of under- 
mining the main spring of economic activity, I hope businessmen and 
capitalists will, in their turn, seriously ponder over what 1 have just 
said. 

• 

Honourable members have severely critisized me for not effecting 
retrenchment in administrative expenditure. Sir, I said in my 
budget speech that I fully appreciate and share their anxiety in this 
regard. I examine<l this question of retrenchment very minutely and 
gave reasons as to what we consider to be the position in regard to 
retrenchment under prevailing conditions. I am sorry to note, Sir, 
that honourable nienihers lijive not tried to meet my argumenlH. Tliey 
have merely asserted that further retrenchment should he #*ffected. 
While some have even suggested that I have merely read them a 
sermon on the problem. Sir, I have neither the temperament nor the 
audacity to sermonise honourable members. Nor haAC 1 ever presumed 
any superior intelligence on my part to justify my doing so, although 
I may have lacked in my estimation of men and things here. I do not 
wish to say anything more now. The subject will W further discussed 
when individual demands will be taken up for the consideration of the 
House. 

Apart from the question of retrenchment^ the Government have also 
been criticised for sins of commission in respect of provision for ft 
purdah college, a building for the liCgislative Council, and the send- 
ing of officers for training to Denmark. So far as these items are 
concerned, the Hon’ble Ministers in charge of the respective depart- 
ments if'ill be abler to place the w’hole case before the members of tbift 
House. I need not waste their time by saying more with regard to 
these things. 

Coming to the criticism of my frieild, Mr. Siddiqi, in regftld ^ hift 
remark that as an insurance man, though I should have taken ndks, I 
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iaye avoided them, my reply is that I have not Bvoided them. I hare 
done the duty of a prudent Insurance Manager in selecting only good 
lives, so that ultimately the company may prosper. He said that we 
have not made any provision for industrial finance. Sir, there is an 
industrial credit syndicate, a private company, to which Government 
have given their guarantee for meeting half the loss in capital as well 
as Bs. 20,000 per year for running expenditure. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: A great achievement! 

Thf Hon'ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER: It is not an 

achievement, Dr. Sanyal. I have got this much intelligence to under- 
stand that a tiny concern like this cannot provide for the huge require- 
jnents of the Province, but I want to place before the House that 
though Government have done such things, private men, who are 
always advocating the country’s cause like Dr. Sanyal, have not come 
forward to make that institution a big and proper one, though Govern- 
ment have given guarantee and promised their lielp. One of the lead- « 
ers of Dr. Sanyal is a Director of that institution and another Director 
is a member of this House who is not present here now. (Here 
Dr. Sanyal interrupted, in reply to his remarks which have been 
omitted. Dr. Sanyal might have applied for a post under the Syndi- 
cate but if the Directors reject it, I cannot help it. 

Then my friend, Mr. Siddiqi, has asked me what we have done 
about the extension of electricity in the Province of Bengal. I have 
already said tliat we propose to appoint an expert to prepare a com- 
prehensive scheme. As soon as this is done. Government will try their 
best to ex{)edite giving effect to that scheme. 

Begarding salt, the question of assisting private companies which 
manufacture salt is under the consideration of the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge, and, 1 think, in due time an announcement will be made as 
to the kind of aid Government will l)e able to give to this industry. 
Then lie has suggested certain measures of taxation. Sir, I made clear 
in my budget speech that it is not due to lack of funds that we have 
not been able to make l)etter provision in this year’s budget; but 
Government want to proceed in a cautious way so that they may get 
the benefit of every i>ie that they spend and also get the real benefit 
of it. So the question of taxation does not immediately arise, but 
still Government are investigating all the avenues from which, a good 
;inoome may be derived. He has asked us what we are doing about 
taxing unearned income. So far as my information goes, the Govern- 
ment of India at the request of the different provinces are trying to 
make certain proposals about death duties and other thinga to hdp the 
provinces to supplement their income. 
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Sir, it ia not possible for me to give reply to the various criticisms 
regarding particular matters made by different members of tbis House ; 
but Government will explain their position when demands for grants 
are made in this House. 

Mr. Pulin Behary Mullick told us that 10 per cent, of the posts in 
the Provincial Executive Services was not being reserved for the 
members of the scheduled castes. I do not know the details, but so 
far as I remember it was settled that in the superior services members 
of the scheduled castes should get 10 per cent, of the new appoint- 
ments. But if any member wants to know more on the subject, he 
may raise the question at the time of the demands for grant and I 
tj;iink the Hon’ble Minister in charge will be able to give him 
satisfactory^ reply. 

My friend Mr. Siddiqi very kindly offered his .services to help me 
in constructive proposals. I welcome his offer and accept it with 
very' great pleasure — and not only he, but if any member of this House 
would kindly help me in really formulating a constructive policy for 
the province, I shall be very glad and indeed be thankful to him for 
• assisting me. So far as the policy and programme as we have tenta- 
tively settled is concerned, if any member wants to know them — it is 
a lengthy document and I cannot read this here — I am prepared to 
discu.^is this with hfm; if I find any opportunity' to do so, I can 
demonstrate that almost every item of new expenditure is not an 
isolated thing: it is a jiart of a connected scheme wliich according to 
us will be very helpful for the development of this pn^vince. If any 
honourable member can give us constructive suggestions which are 
practicable 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Pra. ■ticnl in your opinion 'r 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: I am the Finance 
Minister and it must l)e practicable and acc eptable to me and not accord- 
ing to Dr. San.val. He will have to wait a few more years to have that 
responsibility. 

Mfe NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Why not have a Public Accounta 
Committee ? 

The HOfi’Me Mr. NALINI RAN4AN 8AIIKER: But a Public 
Accounts Committee will not have opf»f>rtunities of examining the (tov- 
«rnmeui. schemes l)efore they are launched. That will l)e like poftt 
mortem examination. I know that Dr. Sanyal is seeking opportunities 
for picking holes here and there. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL8 But there may be big boles in u 
4]min. 
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rh§ HOfl’Mt Mr. NALINI RAMAN tARKER: In a drain there 
lots of refuse and in an institution which is run by human beings there 
is refuse here and there and the serrices of Dr. Sanyal are certainly 
welcome for cleaning thisii 

Dr. NALINAKiHA MNYAL: The Ministerial drain must be 
cleaned. 

c 

The Hon’bli Mr. NALINI RANJAN EARNER: And for that Dr. 
Sanyal is the proper person. 

My friend Mr. Siddiqi suggested that we can reduce the expenditure 
by curtailing the number of Judges. So far as my memory goes, I d^ 
not think under the present Act we have the power to reduce the num- 
ber of Judges. It is the Viceroy and the Secretary of State who can do 
so. I am not going to raise any technical objection. . What I say is 
that even if we tr}’ to curtail exi>enditure by reducing the staff in the 
higher services for which up till now the Secretary of State is responsible, 
I do not think we shall get any help from the Secretary of State just 
at the present moment. But as it has l)een settled, after 5 years the 
whole (juestion will be reviewed and we are prejwring to meet the Secre- 
tnrj' of State on that occasion with a view to reduce both the cadre and 
the emoluments 

Mr. M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: What do you mean by we * ? 

The Hofl’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER: When I say we it 

is the (ioveriiinent and even after 5 years if the Government want to 
continue they will be able to continue. We are not unmindful of the 
sujierior services. What I say is that this is not the time to make a move 
for that. I think menil)ers of the op|K)sitioii know* that even the Madras 
Congress Ministry has not taken any stei>s to reduce the number and 
emoluments of the Imperial Services, Some of the members said w’hy 
w’e did not follow Madms in retrenching the pay of the Provincial Ser- 
vices. The matter should not he misunderstood. Madras has not 
imposed any cut in the salary of the existing services including that of 
the Provincial Services. What they have done is to reduce the grade 
of future entrants and that is what this Government did in 1934. These 
things will he placed before you at the time of the demands for grants 
and we shall be able to tell you, what we did in 1934. In 1934 we did in 
many cases much l)etter than what Madras has done. Our starting 
salaries are about w |>er cent., and in some case^ 25 per rent, less than 
that of Madras after their radical change in the rate of salaries. Of 
course I must admit that so far as the maximum salaries are concerned, 
after 30 per (Sent, cut those in Madras comf«re favourably with the 
salaries which have been fixed under tbe present grades in Bengal, 1ml 



BUDGET DISCUSSION. 


253 


imi ^ 

as I liave said in my budget speech that so far as the maximum salaries 
areecoitcemed, the matter is under the consideration of the Government, 
and I think I shall be able to announce our policy in the next budget 
session. 

Many of the members have urged me to raise a huge loan to finance 
spectacular national reconstruction schemes. I want to tell them only 
two things. In the first place, I have never pleaded lack of funds as 
a serious handicap t6 our undertaking sound and practical schemes for 
the amelioration of the condition of the |ieople. I do not say I cun find 
crores and crores of rupees, but I do say that if really practical schemes 
are forthcoming, we shall make it our duty to find necessary funds. 

• M HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Who will find out 
schemes for you ? 

The Hon’MvMr. NALINI RAN JAN EARNER: Ourselves. I do not 
depend upon Mr. Rai Chaudhuri. When we have accepted the resiwnsi- 
bility of administering this province we can stand on our own legs 
strengthened by our supporters. 

Th« Hon'ble Khwtja Eir NAZIMUDOIN: That is meant for our 
supporters. 

Rti HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: On a point of information, 
Sir, I ask from whom will the schemes be forthcoming ? 

Mr. EPEAKER: I am afraid, I cannot allow any cross-discussion. 

Tha Hon^bie Mr. NALINI RANJAN EARNER: Rai Harendra Nath 
Chaudhuri will see who formulates schemes and who gives effect to 
them. Whether I shall resort to additional taxation or raise a loan for 
the purpose will be my look out, for there will l>e many considerations 
involved in that procedure. May I assure the members that within 
reasonable limits practical schemes will not be held up for lack of funds. 

The second thing I want to say is that I am not in favour of achiev- 
ing any spectacular effect merely as such. I do not think that a Financa 
Minister should ever seek cheap poFjlarity. WhUe framing my budget 
I was conscious that I could silence much of the criticisms of the mem- 
bers if I could distribute the additional funds at my disjwsal to various 
departments without any curtailment. If I had done that, I would have 
clearly*failed in my duty. I take every pain to conserve every that 
in future this may be utilised in furtherance of the amelioration of tha 
condition of the man behind the plough. I do not consider it wise that I 
should sanction schemes without fully examining them both in regal'd to 
their practicability and fheir effectiveness. I do strongly feel a 
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certain amount of caution should guide our action lest we fritter away 
our resources. As I have said when schemes satisfy the test of praotio- 
ability and effectiveness and when I see that they could be taken up 
without delay and executed with all possible expedition, I am not un- 
generous in granting money and 1 trust my colleagues will bear me out 
when I say that I have never acted in a niggardly fashion in providing 
funds for really sound and practical schemes of national reconstruc- 
tion. I have always urged them to go ahead with such work and I 
may assure the House that my colleagues in charge of the various 
departments are sparing no pains to formulate and give effect to such 
schemes. 

If I have failed to reply to any question or any criticism made by 
any member of this House, I hope he will excuse me. I have not been 
able to deal with them because it is very difficult to remember every- 
thing, but there will be a further opportunity of discussing those ques- 
tions when the demand for grants will be moved in this. House. 

With these preliminarj’ remarks I thank the Hon^ble Members most 
sincerely for the patient hearing they have given me both at the time of 
delivering my budget speech and in the course of my reply to their 
observations. They have showered ujK)n me many bitter criticisms but 
as I said before I welcome them and think I shall profit by their observa- 
tions. 

Mr. SPEAKER: We would have no session till Tuesday next. 


Adjoummant. 

The House was then adjourned till 4-45 p.m., on Tuesday, the Ist 
March 1938, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 


B. G. Pm»-1937.3S-13l6l A-SOO, 





Index to the 

Bengal Legislative Assembly Proceedings^ 

(Official Report.) 

VoL LH— No. 2— Third Session, 1938. 

17tfa, 21st, 22ad. 23rd and 24th February, 1938. 

((Q.) Stands lor question.) 


Abdul Aziz, Mauiana Md. 

General discusaioTi of the budget: p. 
187. 

Abdul Bari, Maulvl 

Certiffcate cases in Murshidubad. (Q.) 
pp. 106-109. 

Debt {Settlement Boards in Mursbida- 
bad- (Q.) pp. 101. 102, 103. 

Enhanced rents of tenants: (Q.) pp. 
211, 213. 

Fall in the number of civil suits: 
(g.) p. 1.55. 

General discussion of the budget: p. 
87. 

Malaria in Nadia, Mursbidabad and 
Jessore. (Q.) pp. 98, 99, 101. 
Nunfber of Muslim forest oflBcers; 
(Q.) p. 6. 

Primary Education Committee. (Q.) 
p. 114. 

Public holidays from the year 1791; 
(Q.) p. 152. 

Recruitment of Auditors, Inspectors 
and .Special Officers: (Q.) p. 116. 
Stoppage of grant to the Katsara 
(Q.) p. 222. 

Wateyr-hfcpcintb in ]!i|^ensiiJgb dis- 
jtricl:® (Q.) p. ,4224. 


Abdul Hafez, Kftbn Bahadur Byaf 

wGeneral discussion of the budget: p. 

* J80. 

Abdul Hakaanii Mr.^ 

4!iinusaiuu of the budget: p. 

68 . 

Pay and prosjXH'ts of the work-sircars 
and mistries in the Workshops Eleo- 
trital Division. (Q.) p. 1. 

Selection grade ixists in civil courts in 
Bengal; (Q.) p. 219. 

Abdul Hamid, Mr. A. M. 

General discuscion el tba budget: p. 

I!26. 

Abdul Latir BladNM, Maulvl 

Appointtbent ^lerical staff in the 
offices of Maf^strate and Collector at 
Jlajshahi. (Q.) p. 42 . 
CoMUnunication of ramarks in the con- 
fidential cbara<Her rolls against Police 
(Ifflcers: (Q.) p. 168. 

Kiiployebs in the Agrienlture DepaM- 

* ' tnenb ai Khulna: (Q.) p. 61. 

^ Iphi^lWj^eveyard in Bogra; (Q.) p. 

auilial V«terinar 7 Is.pwtOT^ uid 

.^Miatant Diiveton. (Q.) p. S2|,'' 


OratS 



ii 


INDE«. 


AMiil Utif mijk M«iilvf 

^ PopuUtioB of tho KifliKMgfiij^Manici- 
7 polity: (ft.) p. 218. 1* 

^Poblie bolidoji from ,^)|0 joor 1791: 

m p, m. ^ ^ 

RecommoDdalionf lo inviiii" ordinary 
» Debt Settlemlnt* Board* witk addt- 

(QO P* 

bieWotion grade peetf -k civU oourta in 
Bttigfcl: (Q.) pp, m^p(k 
Sfaeriaiadirs in Daooa oivU courts: 
<Q.) p. 63. 

Abdui maM 

Foil in the atonber of ciril suits: 

(Q.J. pp. IM, 466* ^ ^ 

S^ootion gradA posts in eiTil courts in 
Ben^a: (Q.) p. 

AMiU Wahtb tCfiMi, Mr. 

Ekhami roarU of tenants: (Q.) p. 

211 . 

Gkne^ dfsciisnda df the budget: p. 

94* 

Aadulli-AI Malimootf, Mr. 

OoriHtructioB of roads in Pabna: (Q.) 

,p. 166. 

Elliot Bridge: (Q.) p. 11; « 

l^hanoed rents of tenants: (<}.) p, 
214. 

Inspectors, Auditors «ad Superrisors in 
the C<M>peratiTo Departi||^|i (Q.) 

P* ^ 

Jute laitriotioii oflioe^s: pp. a04, 

206. 

Plgtlprm at tbe Sera,jganj Baaar 
Station: (Q.) pp. 160, 161, 

Primary Educattott Oommittee: <Q.) 
pp. 118, 114. 

Strength of Muspalmans in* the 
of ^ihn Sub^Assistaait Snrgsone ind 
Assistant Surgeons: (Q.) pp.’llO, 

" ' l». * 

Aid# r 

General dilbussioa of the budgdl: 

m " ' f 


[VoL. LII, No. 2* 

AMiir Rauf, Mr. Mali 

Appmntment ti Jih0 First Phyridan 
^,piid Teacher of Medicine in the 
Campbell Medical School: (Q.) p. 

U. , , 

General discussioij^^of tie" budget: p. 
134. 

MusliiA .• ITeterinary Ins|ictor8 and 
^ ^ Assistant Directors: p. 53. 

■ Pnmary Education Committee; (Q.) 

. P.1U. 

Abdur Raaiali, Maulvl 

. « Niunbeir^ fl> Muslim Forest Officers: 
(Q^) P. 1 

Abu Naasak Barker, Makvi 

General discussion of the budget: p. 
122 . 

Abk llaatiim, Maulvl 

Amendment of Bengal V'illage Self- 
Government Act; (Q.) p. 58. 
General discussion of the budget: p. 
191. 

Primary Education Committee: (Q.) 
p. 113. 

Adjoummant: pp. 47. }H). 1 lii, 201, 254. 

Aftab AU, Mr. 

General discussion ot the budget: p. 
195. 

Public meetings on Howrah Maidan: 
(Q.) P. 158. 

Agrieultural crops 

Damage to the, of Noabad lands: 

(Q.) p. 2M. 

AgrkHiftBro Papar tm a ut 

Employees in the, of Khulna; (Q.) p. 
50. , * 

AbMad Waa taki ^Mr. 

General .diseitasieii of the budget; p. 

- 162. - 

Jute restriction officers: ^4^ 204. 

Paymeat of settlement oo^ instal- 
meiiln on goooait of parcel fllQnre 
of paddy traps in the Qpiaimd^ dis- 
triel: (Q.) p. 106. 



VoU LII. No. 2.1 INDEX. M 


A n i rn imm 

ImA itady ttljMli ^ mc^oid 
OB leave ft%ro«d; (Q.) p. 118.^ 

Al lwim t t to lioliiiiii 

MonthJy;* W) P- 48. 

« 

Of Bengal Village Self-Government 
Act: (Q.) p. 87. 

Appointment 

In the Campbell Mediobl School and 
HospiUl: (Q.) p. 7. 

Of clerical staff in the offices of Magis- 
trate and Coile<'tor at Rajshahl: 
(Q.) p. 111. ^ 

Of the First Physician and Teacher of 
Medicine in the Campbell Medical 
Si'hool- (0.) p, 9. 

Aisittant Surgionti ite. 

Strength of Mussalmans in the cadre 
of the: (Q.) p. 119. 

Attendanoii pp. 1. 48, 97, 147, 202. 

Auditors, otc. 

Hecruitiiient of (0.) p. 116. 

Aulad Hossain Khan, Mautvt 

Sheristadars in Dacca civil courts: 
(Q.) P. 

Banorloo, Mr. Sibnath 

Amendment of Bengal Village fi(elf- 
Oovemment Act (Q.) p. .57. 

Public meetings on Howrah Maidao : 
(Q.) p. 156. 

I'nion Board elec>tions; (Q.) p. 85. 

•anarji, Mr. f, 

Babu Ladn Bhhaap INlattaebam, 
Engineer, BliijUiapopa; (Q.) p. 2f)6. 

Damage to the agricnlturai crops of 
Noaj^ad lands: (Q.) p. 215. 

Pnblip meetiii|pB .on Hoirrah Maidan; 
(Q.) p: 157. ^ ,, .. 

Stoppage of gtani ^ to the Katseeh 
Kakteii; (Q.) p. *n. 


■•Mrlli Mr. taiya riCa 

General diacuseiaQ of the budget: p. 
18^ . ^ 

Barat AH* Mr. M4 

Debt Settlement Boeid for each uaioa 
in Bengal; (Q.) p. 207. 

BarniMi, Inf. ypendra Nath 

General diecussiop of the huditet: p. 
184. 

BiMi, Mr. datindra Nath 

Geooral discussion of the bedgeii p. 
233. 

Basu, Mr. Btfitoah Kwnar 

Malaria in Nadia, Murshidabad and 
Jessore: (Q.) p. 99. 

Baavu viHage Betf»Oo Wmt we«t Aal 

Ammdmeni of: 87* 

Bhawmik, Dr. Qoh|iida BhaMliA 

Babu Indu flhuaan Bhattackaiye, 
Engineer. Midnaimre; (Q.) p. 9Q0i. 
Clerks in the certificate %nd reeord 
room departments of the CoUeo- 
torates: (Q.) pp. 110, 111. 

liiwaa, Mr. Naalk Lai 

Debt Settlement Boird for eaoh ohion 
in Bengal: (Q.) p. 208. 

Enhanced rents of tenentt: (Q.) pp. 
218, 214. 

date rastrictioif officers: «J.) p. 208. 
PopuJatlip of. the Kisboregahj Muniei* 
pality: <Q.) pp. 217, 218. 

Selection grade posts in civil nonrti iA 
Bengal; (Q.) p. 220. 

Btoppage of grant to the Kateara 

^ ' MakUb; (Q.) p. 222. 

BMMaa, Mr. tpfofidni Nath 

Enhanced rents of tenants; <Q.) p. 
212 . * ■ 
Sateraee Baba /amiiil Kania ClH||crfe 

vwt,; (0.) ». ' 

i.Otmr.1 diMmukin U 4ki SidsM'. p. > 



INDEX. [VoL. LII, No. 2. 

Chaudhuri, Ral Harandra NaIR 


Qoahtndio Ghat Statioa: (Q.) pp. 158, 
169. 

Grant for re-ezoavating Faridpur- 
Bhanga Khal: (Q.) pp. 147, 148. 
lionthlj allowanoeB to detenus: (Q.) 
pp. 49, 60. 

Organisation of welfare work: (Q.) p. 
4. 

•ofra 

Muslim graveyard in: (Q.) p. 120. 

•rldaa 

EUiot: (Q.) p. 11. 

Budgat 

Presell tation pf annual: pp. 14-46. 
General discussion of the, 1938-39: pp. 
64-96, 122-146, 226-254. 

Oampbtll Mtdioal School and Hospital 

Appointment in: (Q.) p. 7. 

Oampbsll Msdioal Sohooi 

Apiwintment of the First Physician 
and Teacher of Medicine in the: 

m p. 9. 

Oampbsll, Sir Osorgo 

General discussion of the budget: p. 
67. 

Gartmoats oasss 

In Murahidabad: (Q.) p. 106. 

ObaKrabarty, Babu Narsndra Narayan 

Allowances and study stipends to 
medical officers on leave abroad: 
(Q.) p. IIB. 

Appointment of the B'irst Physician 
and Teacher of Medicine in the 
Campbell Medical School: (Q.) p. 
9. 

Eeoruitment of Auditors, Inspectors 
and Special Officers: (Q.) p. 116. 
Stoppage 6f grant to the Katsara 
Maktah: (Q.) p. 

bimttapadhyay, Mr. Naripada 

public jneelings on Howrah Mmdan : 
<Q.) pp. 167, 168. 


Appointment in the Campbell M^fical 
^hool and Hospital: (Q.) p. 7. 
Hunger-strike: p. 13. 

Malaria in Nadia, Murshidabad and 
Jessore; (Q.) p. 100. 

Chittagong 

Muslim and ^ non-Muslim employees 
under the court of wards in: (Q.) 
p. 5. 

Clell courts 

Selection grade posts in, in Bengal: 
(Q.) P. 219. 

Sheristadars in Dacca: (Q.) p. 62. 

Civil suits 

Fall in the number pf : (Q.) p. 154. 

CIsrIoal staff 

Appointment of, in the offices of Magis- 
trate and Collector at Rajshahi: 
(0.) p. 111. 

Clarks 

In the certificate and recwd room 
departments of the Collectorates: 

(Q.) p. no. 

Collootoratss 

Clerks in the certificate and record 
room departments of the: (Q.) p. 
110 . 

Committee 

Primary Education: (Q.) p. 112. 

Cammunioation 

Of remarks in the confidential character 
rolls against Police Officers: (Q.) 

p. 162. 

Camtruotlaffi 

Of roads in Pabna: (Q.) p. 156. 

Ct*oparatlvb Dopartmant 

Inspec'tors, Auditors and Supervisors 
in the: (Q.) p. 60. 

Caurt of nrafda 

Muslim and non-Muslim employees 
under the, in Ohittagong: (Q.) p. 
6 . 



Voi. UI, No. 2 .] 


INDEX. 


t 


CrMMl iniMtllaatlM IMMrtMMt 

And inteUigence Branch officers in the 
Bengal Police Force: (Q.) p. 168. 

Oaooa 

Sheristadars in ciril courts: (Q.) p. 
62. 

Damafi 

To the agricultural crops of Noabad 
lands: (Q.) p. 214. 

Oat, Mr. Mamnoliafi 

^ Babu Indu Bhusan Bhattacbarjeo, 
Engineer, Midnapore: (Q.) p. 207. 

General discussion of the budget p. 
140. 

Police constables taken in Myniensingh 
in 1936 and 1937: (Q.) p. 12. 

Population of the Kishoreganj Munici> 
pahty. (Q.) p. 217. 

Das, Mr. Radhanath 

Re<‘ruitment of Auditors, Inspectors 
and S{>ecial Officers: p.. 117. 

Oai Gupta, Mr. Nartndra Nath 

General discussion of the budget: p. 

138. 

Data 

Of j^^eral election of the Kishoreganj 

Municipality: (Q.) p. 205. 

Datta, Mr. Dhirtndra Nath 

Employees in the Agriculture Depart- 
ment of Khulna: (Q.) p. 51. 

Fall in the number of cuil suits. 
(Q.) P. 164. 

General discussion of the budget: p. 

130. 

Moniihly aliowanoes to detenus: (Q.) 
pp. 48, 49. 

OmiMion of the northern boundary plot 
at Oinajpur in the records^f-rightf r 
<Q.) P. 104. 

Piinafy Education Comnuttee : (Q.) 

pp. 113, 114c 

Raeoauncndationi to inveat ordinary 
Debt SettlemeQi Boaai^ with addi- 
ti««al pewert; (Q.) pp. 906, tiO. 

Union Board oloolioM: (Q.) p. 65. 


Oabt aattlMiiint Batri 

For each union in Bengal: (Q.) p* 

207. 

Murshidahad: (Q.) p. 101. 

Ordinary, recommendations to inveat 
with additional powers: (Q.) p.** 

208. 

Deputy OMolal Atsliniat (Q.) p. 207^ 
Daaignatloii 

Of '‘Pod’’ in the list of sc'beduled 
castes: (0-) P- 167. 

Dalanut 

Monthly allowanc*e8 to: (Q.) p. 48. 

Dhariakhall Khil 

SluiCM) gate in the: (Q.) p. 149. 

Dlnajpur dlatrlat 

J*ayinent of settlement cost by instal- 
ments on account of partial failure 
ol paddy crops in the: (Q.) p. 104. 

Dlnajpur 

Omission of the northern boundary at, 
in the rword-of -rights. (Q.) p. 108. 

Ddui, Mr. Harandra 

General election of Local Boards in 
Midnapore. (Q.) p, 5.3. 

Datta Gupta, Mlaa Mira 

General discussion of the budget: p. 
80. 

Dutta Mazumdar, Mr. Nlharandu 

Ptiblu; riicMBtings on Howrah Maidan: 
<Q ) pp. 157, 16H. 

Edbar, Mr. Upandra Nath 

General discussion of the budget: p. 

86 . 

Eduaation 

. Pnmarj', Committee; ^Q.) p. 112. 

ElaatiQn(i) 

General, of Local Boards in MidaaiNMra; 

(Q.) p. 63. ■ 

General, of the KishoragMij Muakl^ 
pelttar: (Q.) p. 906. 

Union Boaida: (Q.) p. 
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Pftjr ftnd prospectg of work-sircars 
and mistries in the workshops: (Q.) 

«lllot BrUjftt (Q.) p. 11. 

Emdadul HtEiw, Kul 

'Employees in the Agriculture Depart- 
ment of Khulnk: (Q.) p. 51. 
Enhanced rents of tenants: (Q.) p. 
214. 

Jute restriction officers: (Q.) p. 203. 
Pay and prospects of the work-sircars 
and rnistries in the Workshops Elec- 
trical Division: (Q.) p. 2. 

ImployoM 

In the Agriculture Department of 
Khulna; {<.).) p. 50. 

Muslim and non-Muslim, under the 
court of wards in Chittagong: (Q.) 
p. 5. 

EnHanottf rants 

Of tenants: (Q.) p. 210. 

Extamaa 

Babu Jamini Kautu Chakravarty: 
(0.) l>. 58. 
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In the number ot civil suits; (Q.) p. 
164. 

fialul Huq, tha Hon’bla Mr. A. K. 

Debt Settlement Boards in Murshida- 
bad: (Q.) p. 103. 

Percentage of passes in the Govern- 
ment High School and Colleges: 
(Q.) p. 10.5. 

primary Education Committee: (Q.) 
pp. 112, 113, 114. 

Stoppage of grant to the Katsara 
Maktab: <Q.) pp. 221, 222. 

Paitul QiMdir, Khan BatuKlur Mauivi 

Number of Muslim forest officers: 

.(Q.) p. 6. 
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Of stone image in mauxa Raiibpur, 
Dina^i^uft (Q.) p. 166 . 


Farast allkaart ^ 

Number of Muslim: (Q.) p. 5 . 

Gazaiia Block i (Q.) p. 153. 

Ghoaa, Mr. AtuI Kriahna 

Babu Indu Bhusan Bhattacharya, 
Engineer, Midnapore; (Q.) p. 206. 
Stoppage of ^ant to the Katsara 
Maktab; (Q.) pp. 222, 223. 

Union Board elections: (Q.) p. 56. 

Goalundo Ghat Station i (Q.) p. 158. 
Goiam Sarwar Hotaini, Mr. Shah Syatf 

Judicial officers in Noakhali: (Q.) p. 
62. 

Gomat, Mr. 8. A. 

Inspectors. Auditors and Supervisors in 
the Co-operative Department; (Q.) 
p. GO. 

Goawami, Mr. Tulsi Chandra 

Sheristadars in Dacca civil courts: 
(Q.) p. (),1. 

Grant 

For re-excavating the Fandpur-Bhauga 
Khal: (Q.) p. 147. 

.Stoppage of, to the Katsara Maktab: 

(Q.) 1>. 221. 

Graveyard 

Muslim, in Bogra: (Q.) p. 120. 
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General discussion of the budget: p. 
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Gupta, Mr. Jogaah Chandra 

Certificate cases in Murshidabad: (Q.) 
p. 109. 

Communication of remarks in con- 
fidential character rolls against Police 
offic'ers: (Q.) pp. 162, 163. 

Debt Settlement Boards in Murshida- 
bad: (Q.) p. 102. 

Enhant'ed rents of tenants: (Q.) p. 
213. 

General discussion of the budget: p. 
64. 

Malaria in Nadia, Murshidabad and 
Jessore: (Q.) p. 100. 
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3. 
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ment of Khulna; (Q.) pp. ,50, 51, 

52. 
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Assistant Directors (Q.) pp. 52, 

53. 
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(Q.) p. 224. • 
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149. 
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C'ommuiucation ol remarks in tho con- 
fidential charaiter rolls against 
Poliee Officers (Q.) p 
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Debt Settlement Boards in Miirshida- 
bad: (g.) p. 103. 

Employ i^es in the .Agneulture Depaiir 
ment of Khulna. iQ.) p. 51. 
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Muslim graveyard in Bogra: (Q.) p. 
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JaliliiMiii Hailitny, Mr. Mfi^ 
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118. 
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Maktab: (Q.) p. 221, 222. 
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p. 205. 
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pur, Dinajpur: (Q.) pp. 16.5, 1^. 
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Midnapore: (Q.) p. 54. 
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Noabad lands. (Q.) p. 216. 
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<Q.) p. 221. 
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.lute restriction officers: (Q.) p. 203. 
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B«b« Iwiu BhuMii BhatUoharya, 
Engineer: (Q.) p. 205. 
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(Q.) P. 63. 
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* 

Muslim graTejard in Bogra: (Q.) p. 

120 . 

Primary Education Committee: (Q.) 
pp. 112, 113. 
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and S{)erial Offit?ers: (Q.) p. 118. 
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Si<;ppago of grant to the Katsara 
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bad: (Q.) pp. 101, 102, 103. 
InsjKH'tors, Auditors and Su)K»rvisors in 
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Reconiinendations to invest ordinary 
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116, 117, 118. 
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Certificate eases in: (Q.) p. 106. 
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KhM tal^Mitr 

Judicial Officer! in Noakhali: (Q.) p. 
62. 

Leave of procesa-servers: (Q.) p. 55. 
Selection grade poata in civil court! in 
Bengal: (Q.) p. 4819. 

Sheriatadara in Dacca civil courta: 
(Q.) PP. 68, 63. 
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And non-Mualim eniployeea under ihe 
court of warda in Chittagong: (Q.) 
p. 6. 

Graveyard in Bogra: (Q.) p. 120. 
Number of foreat officers: (Q.) p. 5. 
Veterinary Inapot^tora and Aaaiatant 
Directors: (Q.) p. 52. 

Mustalmant 

Strength of, in the cadre of the Sub- 
Aaaiatant Surgeons and Assistant 
Surgeons: (Q.) p. 119. 

Myitiifitlngli distrlot 

Water-hyacinth in: (Q.) p. 223. 

Myititnsingh 

Police constables taken in, in 1936 and 
1937: (g.) p. 12. 

Nadia, Murthidabad and Jessore 

Malaria in: (Q.) p. 97. 
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ohandra, of Kasimbaaar 

Oonstruction of roads in Pabna: (Q.) 
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Elliot Bridge: (Q.) p. 12. 

Grant for re-excavating Faridpur- 
Bhanga Khal: (Q.) pp. 148, 149. 
Goalundo Ghat Station: (Q.) pp. 159, 
160. 

Pay and prospects of the work-sircars 
and mistries in the Workshops Elec- 
trical Division: (Q.) pp. 2> 3. 
Platform at the Serajganj Baaar 
Station: iQ.) pp. 160-162. 

Sluice gate in the Dhariakhali JQiaL: 

(Q.)V m 


Naustiar All, tha Hon’bla Mr. gyad ^ 

Allowances and study stipends to medi- 
cal officers on leave abroad: (Q.) p. 

119. 

Amendment of Bengal Village Self- 
Government Act: (Q.) pp. 57, 58. 
Appointment in the CampbeU Medical 
School and Hbspital: (Q.) pp. 7, 8. 
Appointment of the First Physician 
and Teacher of Medicine in the 
Campbell Medical School: (Q.) pp. 
9, 10, 11. 

Babu Indu Bhuaan Bhattachary^, 
Engineer, Midnapore: (Q.) pp. 206, 
207. 

Date of general election of the SashoT^ 
ganj Municipality:" (Q.) p. 205. 
General election of Local Boards in 
Midnapore: (Q.) pp. 53, 54. 
Malaria in Nadia, Murshidabad and 
Jessore: (Q.) pp. 97-101. 

Population oi the Kishoreganj Munici- 
pality: (g.) pp. 216-18. 
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of the Sub-Assistant Surgeons and 
Assistant Surgeons, (g.) pp. 119, 
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57. 

Nazimuddln, the Hen'bit Khwaja Sir 

Externee Babu Jamini Kanta Chakra- 
varty: (g.) pp. 58, 59. 

Hunger-strike: pp. 13, 14. 

Monthly allowances to detenus: (Q.) 
pp. 48-50. 

Police constables taken in Mymensingh 
in 1936 and 1937; (Q.) pp. 12, 13. 

Noabad lands 

Damage to the agricultural crops of: 
(Q.) P. 214. 

Noakhali 

Judicial Officers in: (Q.) p. 08. 

Numbtr 

Of Muslim forest officers: (Q.) p. 5. 

OfAoara 

Jute restriction: (Q.) p. 208. 
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Deputy: (Q.) p. 207. 

Omittion 

Of the northern boundary plot at 
Dinajpur in the rer'ords-of-riKhts; 
(Q.' p. 103. 
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Of welfare work: (Q.) p. 3. 

Pabfia 

ConKtruction of roads in (Q t p l.V> 

Pain, Mr. Barada Pratanna 

Hunger-strike- p. 14. 

Pay 
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Division. (Q.) p 1 
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Of settk'iuenl cost by instalments on 
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p. 104. 
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Schools and Colleges: (Q.) p. 164. 

Platform 

At the Serajganj Bazar Station (Q » 

p. 160. 

Pod 

Designation of, in the list of sche<lule<l 
castes: (Q.) p 167. 

PoHoe conetabiee 

Taken in Mymeiisingh in 19.% and 1937 
(Q.) p. 12. 

Polloe Poroa, Bongal 

Intelligence Branch and Criminal 
Investigation Department Officers in 
the: (Q.) p. 168. 

Polioi OfAoon 

Oomintmication of remarks in the con- 
fidential character ndli agabet: 
(Q.) p. 162. 
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Populatieii 

Of the Kishoreganj Municipality: (Q.) 
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Primary Education Commltteot (Q.) p. 
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Leave of (Q.) p, r>4. 
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From the year 1791; p. 149. 
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On Howrah Maniun. (Q.f p. 166. 
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pp 6-7. 

Ralibuddin Tarafdar, Maulvl 
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^ Raltbahl 
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p. 208 . 
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Dinajpur in the; (Q.) p, 1(X3. 

Recruitment 

Of .liiditors, InsiHH'tors and Special 
Officers. tQ.) p. 116. 
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Enhanced, of tenants: (Q.) p. 210. 

Rewenue Department 

rp{j«r division assistants in the, and 
the offit'o of the Board of Revenue: 
fQ.f p. 166. 

Reads 

Construction of, in Patea: (Q.) p- 
155. ^ 



INDEX. 


[VoL. LII, No. 2. 


Roy, Mr. Cham Chondro 

FlAtform at the Serajganj Baaar 
Station: (Q.) p. 161. 

Police constables taken in Mymensingh 
in 1636 and 1937: (Q.) p. 18. 

Recruitment of Auditors, Inspectors 
and S[>ecial Officers: (Q.) p. 118. 

Water-hyacinth in Mymensingh dis- 
trict: (Q.) p. 223. 

Roy, thi Hon'bli Sir BIjoy Pratod Singh 

Appointment of clerical staff in the 
offices of Magistrate and Collector at 
Rajshahi: (Q.) pp. Ill, 112. 

Certificate cases in Murshidabad: (Q.) 
pp. 107-109. 

Clerks in the certificate and record 
room departments of the Collec- 
torates: (Q.) pp. 110, 111. 

Damage to the agricultural crops of 
Noabad lands: (Q.) pp. 215, 216. 

Designation of “Pod” in the list of' 
of scheduled castes: (Q.) pp. 167, 
168. 

Enhanced rents of tenants: (Q.) pp. 
210-14. 

h'inding of stone image in maiiaa Rajib- 
pur, Dinajpur; (Q.) pp. 165, 166. 

GaEaria Block: (Q.) pp. 15^1, 154. 

Muslim and non-Musliin employees 
under the court of wards in Chitta- 
gong: (Q.) p. 6. 

Muslim graveyard in Bogra: (Q.) p. 

120 . 

Omission of the northern boundary 
plot at Dinajpur in the ret'ords-of- 
rights: (Q.) p. 104, 

Payment of settlement cost by instal- 
ments on account of partial failure 
of paddy crops in the Dinajpur dis- 
trict: (Q.) pp. 105, 106. 

Tobacco tax: (Q.) p. 164. 

Upper division assistant in the Revenue 
Department and the office of the 
Board of Revenue: (Q.) p. 166. 

R«y, Mr. Klraii tanluir 

GaMuia^^Wk: (Q.) p. 163. 


Roy, BalMi Patinin 

«. 

Designation of “Pod” in the list , of 
scheduled castes: (Q.) p. 167. 
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ment of Khulna: (Q.) p. 50. 

Sluice gate in the Dhariakhali Khal: 
(Q.) p. 149. 
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Jute restriction officers: (Q.) p. 202. 
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under the court of wards in C-hitta- 
gong: (Q.) p. 5. 
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(Q.) pp. 149, 161-53. 
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and Special Officers: (Q.) p. 115. 

Sanyai, Dr. Nallnaktha 

Appointment m the Campbell Medical 
School and Hospital: (Q.) pp. 7, 8. 
Appointment of the First Physician 
and Teacher t»f Medicine in the 
Campbell Medical School: (Q.K pp. 
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Certificate cases in Murshidabad: (Q.) 
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Designation of “Pod” in the list of 
scheduled castes: tQ-) P- 168. 
Enhanced rents of tenants: (Q.) pp. 
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General discussion of the budget:^ p. 
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Goalundo Ghat Station: (^.) pp. 159, 
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Malaria in Nadia, Murshidabad and 
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(Q.) pp. 166-68. 

Recruitment of Auditon, Inspectort 
and Spaoial Offieera: (Q.) pp. 116- 
18. 
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Certificate cases in Murshidabad: (Q.l 
pp. 107, 108. 

Debt Settlement Boards in Murshida- 
bad: (Q.) p. 103. 

Enhanced rents of tenants: (Q.) pp. 
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Malaria in Kadia, Murshidabad and 
Jessore: (Q.) pp. 98-101. 
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at Dinajpur in the re<'ordB-of-right8. 
(Q.) p. 104. 

Payment of settlement cost by instal- 
ments on account of partial failure 
of paddy crops in the Dinajpur dis- 
tricts. (Q.)*p. 105. 

Barker, the Hon’ble Mr. Naiini Ran)an 

Budget, presentation of, by pp U-40. 

General discussion of the budget p. 
241. 

Muslim graveyard in Bogra. (Q.) p. 

120 . 

Sassoon, Mr. R. M. 

General discussion of the budget • p. 
173. 
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Designation of “Pod” in the list of: 
iQ.) p. 167, 
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In civil courts in Bengal. (Q.'> p. 219. 

Sen, Bahu Nagondra Nath 

Monthly allowances to detenus; (Q.J 
p, 49. 
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and mistries in the Workshops Elec- 
trical Division: (Q.) p. 3. 
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(Q*) p. 224. 

SeraJganJ Btur 

Platform at the, stationf (Q.) p. 160. 


Sortlul Islam, Mr. 

Communication of remarks in the oon- 
fideutial cbarai'ter rolls against 
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